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I.  HISTORICAL  BACKGROUND 
AND  ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Compared  to  many  other  American  families,  the  Onthank  Family 
is  a  numerically  small  one,  but  its  history  is  a  thoroughly  rep¬ 
resentative  one.  Founded  very  early  in  the  American  Colonial 
Period,  it  grew  rapidly  in  the  pre-Revolutionary  days  and  imme¬ 
diately  afterwards.  Its  members  took  part  in  the  Colonial  troubles 
and  in  the  war  to  create  this  new  nation.  When  the  United  States 
became  established,  Onthank  men  and  women  joined  its  expansion 
to  the  west,  and  as  each  new  generation  came  along,  some  of  its 
members  moved  westward  again,  until  one  of  them  settled  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  in  1903.  This  family  movement  in  successive  steps 
to  the  West  is  typical  in  the  settlement  of  our  Country. 

As  members  of  the  Onthank  Family  became  separated  by  these 
moves,  they  exchanged  long,  newsy  letters  about  their  activities, 
or  visited  each  other,  or  even  made  trips  back  to  the  old  Southboro 
Massachusetts,  homestead,  all  of  which  they  described  in  their  cor¬ 
respondence.  It  is  due  to  the  fortunate  preservation  of  some  of 
those  old  letters  that  much  of  the  Family’s  intimate  history  is  now 
available.'  That  correspondence  also  led  to  curiosity  among  Family 
members  about  its  early  American  beginnings  as  well  as  its 
later  development,  which  eventually  fostered  some  efforts  to 
develop  a  family  genealogy. 

Credit  goes  to  Alton  William  Onthank  for  the  earliest  attempt 
to  collect  Family  records,  to  search  for  both  historical  data  and 
for  living  relatives,  and  to  prepare  a  partial  genealogical  history. 
During  his  residence  in  New  England  from  1885  to  1888,  he  visited 
the  Southboro  homestead  and  his  Boston  relatives,  did  much 
library  research  and  carried  on  a  large  correspondence,  all  of 
which  resulted  in  the  first  known  genealogical  charts  of  the  Family. 
He  maintained  this  interest  until  his  later  years.  Although  his 
information  was  not  complete,  Alton  William’s  collection  of  letters 
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and  data  have  furnished  an  invaluable  base  for  subsequent  efforts 
of  other  Family  historians. 

Nahum  Ball  Onthank,  my  grandfather,  deserves  credit  for  an 
“assist”  in  this  early  development  of  Family  material,  because  it 
was  he,  living  near  Boston  in  Newton,  who  made  trips  to  South- 
boro  to  find  requested  data,  to  interview  Family  members  there, 
to  take  notes  on  tombstone  inscriptions,  to  answer  much  corre¬ 
spondence  asking  for  Family  information,  and  to  entertain  visit¬ 
ing  Family  delegations. 

In  the  course  of  his  assistance  to  others,  “N.B.”  also  developed 
the  active  interest  of  his  son,  Arthur  Nahum  Ball  Onthank,  my 
father,  who  later  took  over  the  duties  which  his  father  had  com¬ 
menced.  Indeed,  he  carried  them  much  further,  through  many 
years  of  library  research,  and  by  initiating  a  wide  correspondence 
with  and  visits  to  numerous  Family  members.  By  1915  he  had 
compiled  a  very  comprehensive  genealogy  of  our  Family,  includ¬ 
ing  the  important  vital  statistics,  but  still  lacking  information  on 
some  branches.  It  was  he  who  searched  for  and  found  the  neglected 
graves  of  William  Onthank,  Senior,  and  William  Onthank,  Junior, 
in  the  “Old  Cemetery”  at  Southboro,  had  appropriate  Colonial  War 
or  Revolutionary  War  markers  installed,  and  made  annual  pil¬ 
grimages  to  decorate  those  graves  on  Memorial  Day. 

In  accordance  with  Arthur’s  expressed  hope,  his  son,  the 
author  of  this  book,  evolved  an  early  working  interest  in  the 
Family  history  and  genealogy,  beginning  in  1915.  After  some 
library  research,  he  put  together  in  1922  in  book  form  all  the 
data  collected  by  his  father,  some  material  furnished  to  him  by 
Alton  William  Onthank,  and  other  data  he  had  acquired  through 
his  own  research  and  through  a  fairly  voluminous  correspondence 
which  he  maintained  for  several  years.  Later,  at  frequent  intervals, 
the  author  revived  his  correspondence  and  research  activities,  until 
they  became  a  full-time  occupation  in  1953. . 

In  the  meantime,  Charles  Washington  Onthank,  an  uncle  of  Alton 
William  Onthank,  had  become  interested  in  this  same  subject,  and 
during  his  residence  in  Washington,  D.C.,  during  the  1890’s,  had 
accomplished  much  fine  historical  research  at  the  Library  of 
Congress.  His  interest  was  maintained  by  his  daughter,  Alice 
Maud  Onthank  (Mrs.  Edwin  G.  Paul),  who  enhanced  her  father’s 
valuable  research  results.  Credit  must  be  given  to  Charles 
Washington  and  his  daughter,  Alice,  for  being  the  first  of  the 
Family  to  discover  and  to  develop  properly  the  hazy  relationships 
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between  the  American  immigrant,  Christopher  Unthank/Onthank, 
and  the  later  Onthank  line.  Mrs.  Paul  still  maintains  an  active 
interest  in  the  Family’s  historical  and  genealogical  work. 

In  1937,  a  copy  of  the  author’s  1922  typed  compilation  of  the 
Family’s  genealogy  was  seen  by  Robert  Milton  Onthank  of  Los 
Angeles,  then  a  young  graduate  student.  “Bob”  became  intensely 
interested  in  his  Family’s  history,  did  much  valuable  library 
research,  especially  on  the  Colonial  period,  and  also  developed  a 
considerable  correspondence  with  Family  members,  including  the 
author,  to  whom  he  generously  furnished  the  material  he  had 
gathered.  Although  he  was  soon  interrupted,  Bob  maintained  his 
interest  and  periodic  correspondence  until  his  untimely  death  in 
1957. 

From  the  date  of  the  author’s  retirement  in  1953  to  the  present, 
he  has  made  the  completion  of  this  project  his  full-time  goal.  This 
has  been  done  through  long  research,  much  of  it  at  the  Library 
of  Congress,  through  much  correspondence,  interviews  and  visits, 
as  well  as  by  hiring  professional  genealogical  researchers.  For 
the  purpose  of  finding  the  Family’s  origins  in  Britain,  a  two- 
months’  research  was  made  in  England  and  Scotland  in  1956,  with 
special  interest  in  locating  the  birthplace  and  family  of  immigrant 
Christopher  Unthank/Onthank,  and  to  procure  information  from 
the  parent  Unthank  Family.  (See  Appendix  A.) 

During  this  period  much  assistance  has  come  from  many 
relatives,  for  which  the  author  is  most  grateful.  Foremost  has 
been  the  research  done  at  Southboro,  Marlboro  and  Boston  by  Mrs. 
Jean  (James  Frederick)  Onthank,  whose  keen  interest,  hard  work 
and  fine  results  have  been  invaluable  aids.  Dean  Karl  William 
Onthank,  son  of  Alton  William  Onthank,  has  been  a  sturdy  support 
in  providing  material  gathered  by  his  father  ,  and  himself  as  well 
as  furnishing  pertinent  current  information  and  urging  others  to  do 
likewise.  Mrs.  Alice  Maud  Onthank  Paul  has  been  generous  in 
sharing  the  results  of  her  father’s  and  her  own  research.  The  list 
of  those  who  have  sent  information  of  themselves  and  their  families 
is  much  too  long  to  cite  in  detail  here,  but  special  commendation 
for  their  interests  and  their  extra  efforts  must  go  to  Miss 
Marguerite  Crofut,  of  Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  and  to  Mrs.  Del- 
mer  (Elsie  Mae  Onthank)  Van  Gorp,  of  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

These  acknowledgments  would  be  remiss  if  they  did  not  include 
the  name  of  Wilber  Lawrence  Kendall,  publisher  of  the  Martinsville, 
Indiana,  “  Daily  Reporter,”  who  fortunately  is  also  publisher  of  this 
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book.  Wilber  and  I  have  maintained  our  friendship  since  vve  sol¬ 
diered  together  in  World  War  I.  When  a  point  had  been  reached  in 
this  work  where  advice  was  needed  as  to  publishing  requirements, 
which  comprised  multifarious  details  of  a  technical  nature,  Wilber 
Kendall  freely  gave  his  valuable  assistance  without  thought  of  gain. 
He  engaged  the  services  of  a  typographical  expert  to  give  the  book 
a  more  pleasing,  more  modern  appearance.  He  has  been  unsparing 
of  himself  and  his  organization.  His  company  was  the  low  bidder 
for  publishing  the  volume.  To  Wilber  Kendall  goes  my  sincere  grat¬ 
itude  for  making  the  book  on  our  Family  history  reflect  worthily 
the  fine  American  heritage  it  contains. 

The  specific  references  for  the  statements  made  throughout 
this  book  have  been  intentionally  omitted,  in  order  to  conserve 
space.  Nevertheless,  it  should  be  understood  that  for  every  state¬ 
ment  made  there  is,  in  the  author’s  files,  a  book,  or  letter,  or  some 
other  exact  source. 

Regardless  of  intent  and  long  effort,  this  author  must  be 
the  first  to  admit  that  deficiencies  exist  in  this  history.  Future 
years  may  bring  to  light  more  and  definitive  information  on  the 
American  and  British  family  origins.  Presently  unavailable  or 
unknown  Family  records  may  yield  more  data  on  those  Onthanks 
whose  biographies  are,  perforce  and  unhappily,  too  scant.  Other 
Family  members  may  proffer  the  needed  additional  information 
about  themselves.  It  is  to  some  future  student  of  our  Onthank 
Family  that  I  confidently  look  for  completion  and  perfection  of 
this  account  of  its  history  and  of  the  biographies  of  its  members. 

II.  NUMBERING  SYSTEM;  OMISSION  OF  “MASS.” 

The  simplest  possible  genealogical  numbering  system  has  been 
developed  to  identify  each  individual  member  of  the  Onthank 
Family.  It  is  based  on  starting  a  new  100  series  (100,  200,  etc.)  for 
each  successive  generation,  beginning  each  series  with  the  “senior” 
branch.  Thus,  the  first  child  of  the  first  son  of  the  first  son,  etc., 
always  is  assigned  the  -00  number.  The  succeeding  numbers  in 
each  hundred  series  are  assigned  in  descending  order  of  Family 
seniority.  The  genealogical  chart  on  page  28  will  more  clearly 
demonstrate  this  method.  Onthank  wives  are  assigned  the  same 
number  as  their  husbands,  plus  an  “A”  (or  a  “B”  or  “C”  in 
cases  of  more  than  one  wife). 

Since  most  of  the  early  and  much  of  the  later  history  of  our 
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Family  was  located  in  Massachusetts,  the  name  of  that  state 
is  omitted  following  the  names  of  its  cities,  towns  and  other 
places.  State  or  country  names  are  used  in  the  designation  of 
places  other  than  in  Massachusetts. 

III.  L 'ENVOI 

It  has  been  an  intensely  interesting  and  highly  gratifying  experi¬ 
ence  for  the  author  to  become  acquainted  by  visit  or  by  mail 
with  so  many  members  of  our  Onthank  Family.  His  sincere 
and  warm  thanks  go  to  the  great  number  of  relatives,  both  close 
and  distant  in  relationship,  who  have  given  of  their  time  and 
interest  to  assist  in  the  production  of  this  book.  Without  their  help 
as  well  as  their  friendly  commendation,  at  times,  the  job  would 
have  been  greatly  more  difficult. 

ARTHUR  HEATH  ONTHANK 

Fairfax,  Virginia 
October  1958 
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When  the  Roman  legions  withdrew  from  England  in 
A.  D.  410,  they  left  that  country  practically  defenceless  against  the 
increasingly  frequent  attacks  of  the  Anglo-Saxons  raiders.  Those 
forays  had  already  caused  the  Romans  to  establish  a  maritime  coast 
guard,  which  had  unsuccessfully  tried  to  protect  the  east  coast  of 
England  against  the  fierce  northern  pirates.  The  raiders  soon  be¬ 
came  alert  to  their  new  opportunities.  Not  only  did  they  increase 
their  raids  in  number  and  strength  against  the  coastal  areas;  they 
even  sailed  up  the  rivers  and  gained  tribute  from  the  inland  settle¬ 
ments.  Gradually,  over  many  years,  the  northmen  landed,  cap¬ 
tured  a  town  and  its  area,  and  remained  as  conquerors.  Thus, 
during  the  fifth  and  sixth  centuries,  the  Angles  and  the  Saxons  be¬ 
came  rulers  of  almost  all  of  England. 

The  invasions  and  conquests  were  not  simultaneous,  however, 
nor  were  they  by  the  same  tribes.  The  Jutes,  from  northern  Den¬ 
mark,  coming  to  the  south  shore  of  England  in  A.D.  449,  soon 
had  seized  all  of  Kent.  They  were  followed  by  the  Saxons,  who 
came  from  an  area  just  south  of  Denmark,  and  invaded  the  east 
and  south  coasts,  beginning  in  A.D.  477.  Finally,  much  later,  in 
A.D.  547,  there  came  from  the  southern  part  of  Denmark — a  region 
which  still  bears  the  name  of  Angeln — a  tribe  of  Angles,  who  took 
possession  of  all  of  eastern  England  not  already  appropriated, 
generally  north  of  the  river  Humber.  Eventually,  these  Angles 
came  to  get  control  over  the  greater  part  of  the  land,  and  from 
them  all  the  other  tribes  took  the  name  of  Angles,  or  English. 
All  of  them  were  known  to  the  Britons,  however,  under  the  general 
name  of  Saxons. 

The  Anglo-Saxons  spoke  dialects  of  a  language  which  belonged 
to  the  low-German  linguistic  family.  At  the  time  of  their  conquest 
the  language  was  not  a  written  one,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
seventh  century  that  knowledge  of  the  Roman  alphabet,  brought 
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by  the  Christian  missionaries,  caused  Anglo-Saxon  to  become  a 
written  language. 

A  first  indication  that  these  historical  events  have  any  connec¬ 
tion  with  a  history  of  the  Unthank  or  Onthank  Family  comes  from 
the  language  of  those  Anglo-Saxons.  One  of  their  words  was 
“ unpanc ”  (the  Saxon  letter  was  pronounced  “th”),  which 
had  various  definitions,  such  as  ‘‘absence  of  gratitude  or  good 
will;  unfavorable  thought  or  feeling;  ill  will;  disfavor;”  and  other 
similar  meanings.  It  was  also,  in  variants,  used  as  a  verb,  adjective 
and  adverb.  Different  forms  of  the  word  are  found  in  many 
Germanic  and  Scandinavian  languages.  (See  Appendix  A  for  more 
complete  information.) 

King  Alfred,  the  learned  English  monarch  of  the  9th  century, 
used  the  word  “unthank”  in  his  writings  of  A.D.  893  and  897,  and 
it  was  used  in  various  writings  and  laws  in  A.D.  960,  1000,  1175, 
1200  and  later.  Present  English  dictionaries  list  the  word,  but  as 
obsolete  in  use. 

Some  time  during  its  early  usage,  the  word  “unthank”  became 
a  name  also.  This  is  not  surprising,  as  the  development  of  sur¬ 
names  is  directly  allied  to  words  indicating  places,  things  and 
many  other  conditions.  Probably  the  most  direct  connection  be¬ 
tween  the  name  and  the  word  was  the  custom  of  referring  to  land 
as  “unthank”  when  it  was  infertile,  unproductive.  According  to 
one  older  author  of  the  mid-19th  century,  the  word  is  always  found 
in  this  connection  in  the  North  Country  of  England,  where  its  use 
as  a  place  name  is  common. 

Indeed,  it  is  in  Northumberland,  close  to  the  Scottish  border, 
that  the  name  is  first  found  in  the  records,  in  A.  D.  1231.  Some 
years  later,  the  name  appeared  not  only  in  that  one  place,  but 
widely  spread.  How  long  the  name  had  been  established  in  those 
places  is  unknown.  As  shown  by  the  dates  of  King  Alfred’s  writ¬ 
ings,  it  is  almost  certain  that  the  word  and  the  name  arrived  in 
England  with  the  Saxons  and  the  Angles,  and  before  the  ninth 
century  invasions  of  the  Danes.  Those  Danish  wars  of  conquest 
blotted  out  almost  all  of  the  previous  records  and  writings,  so 
that  until  about  A.D.  1000  there  is  but  little  written  material  as 
reference.  For  that  reason,  as  well  as  the  backwardness  of  the 
northern  areas,  it  is  natural  that  nothing  is  known  of  the  Unthank 
Family  in  Northumberland  until  a  much  later  date.  One  fact  seems 
to  be  fairly  established,  nevertheless;  the  earliest  persons  in  Eng¬ 
land  who  bore  the  name  “Unthank”  were  found  in  and  probably 
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settled  in  Northumberland,  and  were,  therefore,  among  the  Angles 
who  came  from  Denmark  during  the  sixth  century. 

There  is  an  allied  question;  which  appeared  first  in  North 
Country  usage,  the  word  “unthank,”  or  the  name?  For  example, 
did  some  sixth  century  Anglians  settle  on  Northumberland  soil 
which  proved  to  be  infertile  and  unproductive,  and  eventually  ac¬ 
quire  a  surname  based  on  the  quality  of  their  property?  Or  did 
some  Anglians  named  “Unthank”  (or  an  equivalent)  settle  on 
some  land,  or  on  a  farm,  which  later  took  its  name  from  its 
owners? 

Some  conclusions  may  be  drawn  from  general  evidence.  Firstly, 
the  Anglo-Saxons  were  preeminently  a  rural  people  who  preferred 
to  live  in  the  open  spaces.  They  came  by  ship,  penetrated  the  in¬ 
terior  mainly  by  means  of  the  rivers,  and  settled  in  the  valleys, 
usually  in  small  groups  which  would  make  up  a  little  village. 
On  both  sides  of  the  present  Scottish  border  there  would  have 
been  many  places  which  were  “unthank”  in  quality  of  soil. 

Secondly,  the  use  of  surnames  did  not  develop  until  much  later 
than  the  Anglo-Saxon  invasions.  When  they  did  come  into  use, 
those  descriptive  names  usually  referred  to  a  person  as  being 
“of,”  or  “by,”  or  “at”  some  place  or  some  situation,  e.g.  John 
by  the  hill,  William  of  unthank.  The  later  Norman  influences 
changed  many  of  these  prepositions  to  “de,”  and  thus  “William 
de  Unthanc”  in  1231  in  Northumberland. 

Hence,  to  answer  the  puzzle  of  which  came  first,  a  word 
applied  to  a  place,  or  a  name  given  to  a  place,  it  is  fair  to  conclude 
that  the  former  assumption  is  initially  correct;  viz.,  an  unproduc¬ 
tive  area  was  called  by  its  owners  and  others,  “unthank”;  and  that 
its  inhabitants  eventually  acquired  that  surname  as  it  became 
necessary  to  differentiate  between  several  persons  with  the  same 
given  name.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  also  very  likely  that  as 
Unthank  families  increased,  some  members  sought  new  homes 
afar,  and  gave  their  names  to  the  farms  or  villages  which  they 
established.  This  latter  is  likely  to  be  more  correct  after  the  first 
few  centuries  of  the  Anglian  conquest. 

There  has  been  some  supposition  that  because  the  early  Unthank 
names  were  preceded  by  “de,”  the  family  had  a  French  origin. 
The  history  of  development  of  the  language,  however,  seems  to 
rule  out  the  correctness  of  that  conclusion,  as  indicated  above. 

The  first  known  mention  of  the  place  in  English  history  is  in 
an  Assize  Roll  for  1207,  when  “Marion  of  Bolebec  demands  v. 
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Hugh  of  Bolebec  .  .  .  the  third  part  of  the  town  of  Unthanc.  . 
which  referred  to  the  small  village  of  that  name  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Ain,  near  the  town  of  Alnham,  in  Northumberland.  (See 
Map  3  on  page  164.)  From  all  indications,  this  locality  was  among 
the  earliest,  if  not  the  first,  settlements  of  the  Unthank  family 
in  Britain.  It  is  also  possible  that  it  was  the  focal  point  from 
which  the  family  name  spread  to  other  “Unthank”  places  in  the 
North  Country  of  England  and  in  lower  Scotland. 

Alnham  undoubtedly  had  an  equivalent  antiquity,  for  in  the 
reign  of  King  Henry  III.  (1216-1272)  it  is  recorded  as  being  the 
lordship  and  estate  of  Sir  William  de  Vesey,  “including  in  its 
thinly-peopled  parish,  the  township  of  Unthank.”  Alnham  is  about 
twelve  miles  from  the  major  town  of  Alnwick,  the  seat  of  the 
Dukes  of  Northumberland,  and  is  also  only  eight  miles  from  the 
Scottish  border.  In  medieval  times,  being  on  one  of  the  main 
routes  used  by  traders  from  Scotland,  it  was  a  place  of  some 
importance. 

In  1231,  the  records  speak  of  a  William  de  Unthanc  as  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Alnham,  and  also  in  1233  and  1234.  From  that  time  on, 
until  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  references  to  the  Unthank 
family  at  Alnham  are  numerous:  William  de  Unthank  in  1279; 
John  de  Unthanc,  who  owned  land  there,  in  1290;  Roger  de 
Wnthanke  (sic),  a  juror  in  1290;  Roger  Unthank  in  1296;  Hugh  of 
Unthank  was  murdered  by  unknown  persons  in  1293;  and  Roger  of 
Unthank,  his  sons,  John  and  Alan,  and  Gilbert,  son  of  Thomas 
of  Unthank,  were  sued  for  trespass  in  1300. 

Later,  by  1460,  the  Unthank  family  became  well  established  as 
the  owners  of  a  manor  of  172  acres,  with  Unthank  Hall  (also 
called  “Unthank  House”)  as  the  manor  house.  On  10  October  1532 
the  neighborly  Scots  burned  the  village  of.  Alnham,  including  the 
church  with  its  valuable  parish  records,  and  probably  damaging, 
at  least,  Unthank  Hall,  as  the  manor  was  sold  to  the  Collingwood 
family  in  1568.  This  Unthank  family  later  moved  to  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  and  thence  to  Norwich  in  Norfolk,  where  it  still  remains 
as  senior  branch  of  the  Family,  at  Intwood  Hall. 

Appendix  A  contains  more  detailed  information  on  the  above 
circumstances  and  on  the  subsequent  developments  regarding  the 
Unthank  family  and  Unthank  places. 

Other  early  Unthank  settlements  were  at  Plenmeller,  in  south¬ 
west  Northumberland,  where  stands  historic  and  capacious  Unthank 
Hall,  with  a  record  antedating  1191,  in  which  year  the  estate 
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was  presented  to  Robert  de  Ros  of  Hamlake  by  William  the 
Lion,  King  of  Scotland  and  Duke  of  Northumberland,  upon  the 
marriage  of  William’s  daughter,  Isabella.  It  became  famous  later 
as  the  birthplace  of  Bishop  Ridley  (1500-1555),  who  was  burned 
at  the  stake  in  the  efforts  of  Queen  Mary,  daughter  of  Henry 
VIII.,  to  stamp  out  Protestantism. 

Another  very  early  Unthank  settlement  was  in  the  neighboring 
county  of  Cumberland  where  the  manors  of  Glassonby  and  Gambles- 
by,  “with  Unthank, ”  were  given  by  Henry  I.  (1100-1135)  to 
Ilildred.  Glassonby  had  been  a  village  of  the  Britons  (Celts),  called 
Glass-oon,  but  its  name  was  changed  to  the  present  one  by  Saxons. 

A  second  Cumberland  hamlet  of  Unthank  was  a  part  of  the 
parish  of  Skelton.  The  manor  belonged,  about  the  reign  of  Henry 
I.,  to  the  Boyvills.  By  1840  it  was  owned  by  Sir  Francis  Fletcher- 
Vane,  a  descendant  of  Sir  Henry  Vane,  an  early  governor  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  where  the  Onthank  family  of  America 
originated. 

The  Unthank  family  spread  into  Scotland  also,  although  the 
earliest  records  are  of  a  slightly  later  date.  In  1296,  Morice 
Unthanke  of  the  County  of  Lanark  (where  there  is  still  an  estate 
which  was  called  both  “Unthank”  and  “Onthank”)  took  the  oath 
of  fealty.  James  Vnthank  was  a  witness  in  Edinburgh  about  1426; 
and  John  Unthank  was  a  juror  in  the  same  burgh  in  1428. 

Gradually,  then,  both  person  -  names  and  place  -  names  had 
fanned  out  from  the  Unthank  family  and  its  estate  at  Alnham  to 
much  of  England  and  to  lower  Scotland.  For  example,  in  1292 
Richard  de  Unthank  is  found  in  County  Cumberland.  About  the 
same  time  a  John  de  Unthankes  was  a  resident  of  County  Durham, 
and  early  in  the  fourteenth  century  a  Simon  de  Unthanke  was 
witness  to  a  deed  of  land  in  Durham.  By  the  end  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  moreover,  the  “de”  had  been  dropped  from  the  family 
name,  as  indicated  by  chancery  proceedings  in  the  case  of 
Thomas  Unthank,  probably  about  1400. 

By  the  sixteenth  century  the  migration  from  the  north  had 
reached  to  London  and  its  surroundings.  Laurence  Unthank  was  a 
witness  there  in  1522.  And  note  particularly:  Henry  Onthanke,  born 
about  1530,  was  listed  in  London,  at  St.  Margaret,  Pattens,  as  a 
“Cornemeater”;  and  on  12  September  1577  he  married  Margery 
Maye,  at  St.  Alphage  Church,  London.  Henry  Vnthanke  was  god¬ 
father  at  a  baptism  in  1536  and  Margaret  Vnthanke  performed  a 
similar  duty  in  1593.  Henry  died  about  1595,  in  London,  and 
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“Margery  Unthank”  married  again  in  1597.  It  is  evident  that 
consistent  spelling  of  the  name  did  not  exist  then,  earlier  or  later. 

Another  Onthanke  was  in  Norwich,  County  Norfolk;  Henry, 
son  of  William  Onthanke,  was  baptised  at  St.  Stephen’s  on  17 
January  1613.  Because  of  the  use  of  the  alternative  spelling, 
“Onthanke,”  a  special  search  was  made  at  Norwich  for  descen¬ 
dants  of  William  and  Henry  Onthanke,  but  to  no  avail. 

In  the  early  seventeenth  century,  Unthanks  are  found  in  almost 
all  the  eastern  counties  of  England  as  far  south  as  London,  as 
well  as  in  Cumberland  and  Shropshire.  Also,  there  were  by  that 
time  at  least  fourteen  places  named  Unthank  in  Britain;  three  in 
Northumberland,  two  in  Durham,  one  in  Yorkshire,  three  in  Cum¬ 
berland,  one  in  Derbyshire,  and  four  in  lower  Scotland,  shown 
on  the  map  of  that  area.  Those  places  exist  today,  still  so  named, 
and  rumors  have  been  received  of  two  others  in  Scotland.  A 
personal  research  was  made  in  1956  in  all  of  those  villages,  hamlets 
and  manors  named  Unthank,  in  an  effort  to  discover  the  ancestors 
of  Christopher  Unthank/Onthank,  who  came  to  America  in  1634/ 
35,  but  the  search  found  no  trace  of  him.  The  details  of  that 
search,  as  well  as  the  results  of  other  research  on  the  subject 
matter  of  this  chapter  done  in  England  at  that  time,  are  in 
Appendix  A. 

So  far  as  the  missing  date  of  birth  of  Christopher  Unthank/ 
Onthank  can  be  reconstructed  from  various  records,  he  was  born 
about  1610.  The  researches  of  one  member  of  the  Onthank  Family 
fix  that  definite  date,  but  the  substantiating  information  has  dis¬ 
appeared.  The  place  of  his  birth,  and  the  names  of  his  parents, 
have  never  been  firmly  established. 

The  probability  is,  however,  that  Christopher  Unthank  was  born 
in  the  North  Country  of  England,  where  the, family  had  multiplied 
rapidly;  this,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  members  of  the  Unthank 
family  had  spread  throughout  eastern  and  midland  England  by 
the  early  seventeenth  century.  That  assumption  is  based  on 
searches  made  in  the  records  of  the  Consistory  courts  and  of  other 
courts,  and  in  parish  registers,  especially  those  of  Durham  County 
and  Northumberland  County.  The  results  of  those  searches  indicate 
that  over  three  hundred  and  fifty  persons  named  Unthank  lived 
in  that  northeast  area  between  the  years  1550  and  1750.  Individuals 
and  families  bearing  that  name  lived,  in  that  period,  in  nineteen 
towns  or  villages  in  Durham  County  and  in  seventeen  such  places 
in  Northumberland  County,  so  the  family  was  widespread  as  well 
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as  large.  The  main  centers  of  Unthank  residents  were  in  the  city 
of  Durham,  in  Easington,  in  Houghton-le-Spring,  and  in  Whickham 
in  Durham  County,  and  in  Alnwick,  Berwick-on-Tweed,  Crookham, 
Felton,  Holy  Island,  Newcastle,  Norham  and  Warkworth  in  North¬ 
umberland. 

One  reason  for  assuming  that  Christopher  Unthank,  first  family 
emigrant  to  America,  had  his  roots  and  was  born  in  either  Durham 
County  or  in  Northumberland  is  this  strong  concentration  of  Un¬ 
thanks  there  during  the  years  when  his  parents  and  other  relatives 
might  well  have  lived  there.  With  only  sparse  numbers  of  the  family 
identified  in  other  counties,  the  law  of  averages  would  favor  the 
two  northern  counties  by  about  seven  chances  to  one. 

A  second,  and  much  more  realistic,  reason  is  that  records  of 
three  Unthanks  with  the  given  name  of  “Christopher”  were  found 
to  have  lived  in  that  area  during  1573  to  1777,  namely: 

1.  “Chr.”  Unthank,  who  died  in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  North¬ 
umberland,  in  1573.  His  will,  which  was  examined,  was  pro¬ 
bated  in  1575,  in  which  his  wife,  Margaret,  was  left  all  of  his 
estate,  and  William  Unthank  was  proved  as  his  next  of  kin. 

2.  “Christerpher”  Unthanke,  son  of  Henry,  was  baptised  at 
Whickham,  Durham  County  (across  the  Tyne  River  from  New¬ 
castle),  in  1677. 

3.  Christopher  Unthank,  son  of  Anthony  and  Isabel  (Wilson) 
Unthank,  was  baptised  at  St.  Nicholas  Church,  Durham  city, 
30  March  1777. 

In  those  days,  if  a  family  had  one  son  or  more  it  was  almost 
axiomatic  that  one  of  them  would  be  named  after  his  father  or 
grandfather.  The  name  Anthony,  for  example,  was  carried  on  in  the 
Unthank  family  of  Durham  for  this  whole  two-hundred-year  pe¬ 
riod.  Even  tho  there  is  no  identification  of  the  Christopher  Unthank 
who  went  to  America  in  the  above  list,  the  possibility  of  his  relation¬ 
ship  to  one  of  those  Christophers  is  very  strong.  These  three 
came  from  the  same  small  area.  Among  the  hundreds  of  Unthanks 
in  other  localities  there  were  no  Christophers  found.  The  name 
persisted  in  the  Newcastle-Durham  area  for  over  two  hundred 
years. 

It  should  be  realized  also  that  the  parish  registers  are  not 
reliable  as  complete  sources  of  information.  A  large  percentage  of 
the  early  parish  records  in  the  North  Country  were  destroyed  in 
wars  and  in  raids  from  their  Scottish  neighbors;  for  instance,  the 
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highly  important  parish  registers  of  Alnham  have  been  lost  prior  to 
1688.  There  are  also  long  gaps  in  the  parish  records  due  to  epidem¬ 
ics  of  plagues  and  other  diseases;  records  in  Durham  in  the  late 
sixteenth  century  were  missing  for  periods  of  three  and  more 
years.  There  are  also,  both  in  Durham  and  Northumberland  Coun¬ 
ties,  a  large  number  of  parish  records,  perhaps  as  many  as  fifty  per 
cent,  which  are  missing  altogether  from  the  collection  at  New¬ 
castle  of  those  basic  documents.  Hence,  Christopher  Unthank,  later 
a  settler  in  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  might  have  been  born  in 
a  parish  whose  registers  were  destroyed,  or  are  missing,  or  had 
great  gaps  at  the  time  he  was  born.  Because  the  records  of  his 
parents  and  his  birth  or  baptism  have  not  been  found  in  the 
North  Country,  or  even  elsewhere,  furnishes  no  reason  to  con¬ 
clude  that  he  was  not  one  of  the  line  of  Christopher  Unthanks  of 
that  northeast  corner  of  England.  Rather,  those  negative  conditions 
tend  to  bolster  the  positive  indications  that  Christopher  Unthank 
was  born  in  that  area. 
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Christopher  Unthank /Onthank, 
American  Colonist 


Early  in  the  “Great  Emigration”  from  Britain, 
Christopher  Unthank  came  to  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  probably 
in  1634  or  1635,  and  settled  in  one  of  the  eastern  seaboard  towns, 
most  likely  in  Salem. 

The  lack  of  full  records  of  passengers  who  arrived  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Colonies,  and  also  the  absence  of  complete  records  of  the 
early  towns,  defeat  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  dates  of  Christopher’s 
arrival  and  of  his  earliest  residence.  Therefore,  a  certain  amount 
of  allowable  assumption  is  necessary  in  statements  concerning 
those  matters. 

Passenger,  or  “shipping,”  lists  were  at  that  period  compiled 
in  two  places,  at  the  port  of  departure  in  Britain,  where  Crown 
agents  kept  lists  of  those  persons  who  had  been  granted  permission 
to  emigrate,  and  secondly,  sometimes  at  the  port  of  arrival,  de¬ 
pending  upon  the  curiosity  or  the  desire  for  orderly  records  of 
some  local  official.  Neither  method  has  produced  a  com¬ 
plete  account  of  Colonial  arrivals,  especially  in  the  early  period. 
A  thorough  analysis  of  ships  listed  as  arriving  in  Boston  and  near¬ 
by  ports,  made  by  the  author,  shows  that  in  the  years  1633  to 
1635  only  31  of  the  reported  78  ships  produced  passenger  lists. 
Obviously,  Christopher  Unthank  must  have  been  a  passenger  on 
one  of  the  sixty  per  cent  of  the  ships  which  did  not  furnish  shipping 
lists.  In  addition,  it  is  probable  that  not  all  ship  arrivals  were  re¬ 
ported.  So  the  chances  against  a  Colonial  immigrant  to  the  Boston 
area  having  his  name  and  arrival  date  listed  are  about  three  to 
one.  Unfortunately  for  our  history,  Christopher  Unthank  was  one  of 
those  omitted  arrivals. 

Nor  is  there  any  record  of  where  Christopher  first  settled.  In  a 
way,  that  particular  absence  of  information  speaks  well  for  him. 
The  early  Colonial  records  were  likely  to  be  complete  only  on  such 
matters  as  ownership  and  transfer  of  property,  as  well  as  to  cases 
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of  justice,  e.g.  fines  and  punishments  for  a  long  list  of  moral, 
religious,  and  legal  offences.  Records  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths,  arrivals  or  departures,  seem  to  have  been  of  negligible 
importance.  That  Christopher  appears  to  have  avoided  public  notice 
on  any  of  those  judicial  counts  indicates  that  he  was  a  law-abiding, 
moral  and  religious-minded  person,  albeit  without  much  real 
property. 

One  research  by  an  Onthank  relative  firmly  dates  Christopher’s 
arrival  in  1634,  but  the  substantiating  material  has  been  lost.  A 
second  probable  date  of  1635  may  be  cited,  because  that  was  the 
year  in  which  two  of  his  later  closest  friends  arrived  at  or  near 
Boston,  and  it  might  be  assumed  that  his  friendships  started  either 
on  shipboard  or  in  the  place  at  which  he  settled.  Since  neither 
date  can  be  proved,  and  since  nothing  of  importance  seems  to  have 
happened  to  him  in  those  early  years,  a  combined  arrival  date 
of  1634-35  seems  to  be  a  fair  compromise. 

An  assumption  that  Christopher  Unthank  eventually  settled  in 
Salem,  Massachusetts,  rather  than  in  Boston,  Lynn,  Plymouth  or 
in  other  smaller  settlements  in  that  area,  stems  from  his  later, 
documented  activities.  He  must  have  been  a  staunch  religious  fol¬ 
lower  of  the  controversial  minister  Roger  Williams,  because  he 
later  joined  that  leader,  who  had  been  exiled  from  Salem  in  1636. 
The  convictions  which  made  Christopher  give  up  his  life  in  some 
protected,  thriving,  fairly  populous  town,  in  order  to  follow  an 
exiled  religious  leader  into  a  wilderness,  and  to  help  him  in  es¬ 
tablishing  a  new  settlement  there,  must  have  been  extraordinarily 
strong.  It  is  most  likely  that  such  fundamental  loyalty  could  have 
come  only  from  personal  and  frequent  association  with  that  leader. 
Roger  Williams  was  a  resident  of  Salem  for  several  years  prior 
to  1636. 

Since  this  Roger  Williams  had  such  an  important  part  to  play 
in  the  early  Colonial  history  of  Christopher  Unthank,  it  would  be 
well  to  know  more  about  him.  A  youthful  and  engaging  parson, 
Williams  came  to  Boston  in  1631,  where  he  soon  found  himself  at 
odds  with  the  settlers  there  because  of  basic  religious  differences; 
for  example,  he  denied  the  right  of  the  State  to  say  to  a  man,  “Go 
to  the  religious  services  provided  only  by  the  State,  or  be  pun¬ 
ished.”  He  believed  that  civil  power  should  not  be  used  to  control 
a  man’s  religious  conscience,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  Americans 
to  demand  separation  of  State  and  Church. 

Williams  lived  but  briefly  in  Boston,  and  for  a  longer  period  at 
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Plymouth,  but  came  to  disagreement  with  authorities  in  both  places 
because  of  his  liberal,  “Separatist”  beliefs.  Later,  he  moved  to 
Salem,  but  even  in  this  more  tolerant  community  he  stirred  up 
great  trouble  by  vigorously  criticizing  the  King,  the  courts,  and 
many  actions  of  the  authorities.  In  the  autumn  of  1635,  those 
worthies  decided  to  send  Roger  Williams  back  to  England,  but  after 
long  delays  and  before  this  decision  could  be  executed,  Williams 
eluded  arrest,  and  taking  to  the  wilderness,  spent  the  following  win¬ 
ter  with  the  Indians.  In  the  summer  of  1636,  Williams,  with  five 
companions,  explored  the  area  south  of  Plymouth  and  finally  found 
a  likely  place  on  the  river  Mooshausic,  which  flows  into  Nar- 
rangansett  Bay.  In  March,  1638,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  there 
from  the  Indians  and  began  a  settlement,  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  Providence* 

As  an  indication  of  the  strength  of  the  convictions  which  drove 
Christopher  Unthank  forward  as  a  follower  of  Roger  Williams,  it 
is  appropriate  to  quote  what  the  great  historian,  Sir  Winston  S. 
Churchill,  has  written  about  the  courageous  religious  leader: 

“A  scholar  from  Cambridge,  Roger  Williams,  had  been  forced 
to  leave  the  university  by  Archbishop  Laud.  He  followed  the  now 
known  way  to  the  New  World,  and  settled  in  Massachusetts.  The 
godly  there  seemed  to  him  almost  as  oppressive  as  the  Anglican 
Church  in  England.  Williams  soon  clashed  with  the  authorities, 
and  became  the  leader  of  those  idealists  and  humbler  folk  who 
sought  escape  from  persecution  in  their  new  home  overseas.  The 
magistrates  considered  him  a  promoter  of  disorder,  and  resolved 
to  send  his  back  to  England.  Warned  in  time,  he  fled  beyond 
their  reach,  and,  followed  at  intervals  by  others,  founded  the 
town  of  Providence.  .  .  .  Roger  Williams  was  the  first  political 
thinker  of  America,  and  his  ideas  influenced  not  only  his  fellow 
colonists,  but  the  revolutionary  party  in  England.  ...  He  was  the 
first  to  put  into  practice  the  complete  separation  of  Church  from 
lay  government,  and  Rhode  Island  was  the  only  centre  in  the 
world  at  that  time  where  there  was  complete  religious  tolera¬ 
tion.” 

And  Sir  Winston  adds,  probably  with  a  sly  chuckle, 

“This  noble  cause  was  sustained  by  the  distilling  and  sale  of 
spirits,  on  which  the  colony  thrived.” 

Among  the  followers  of  Roger  Williams  who  joined  him  at 
Providence  in  1638  was  Christopher  Unthank,  a  weaver.  In  October 
of  that  year,  Williams  drew  up  an  agreement  transferring  the 
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land  which  he  had  bought  from  the  Indians  to  fifty-one  of  his 
then  associates.  Lot  #51  was  assigned  to  and  purchased  by 
Christopher  Unthank.  This  is  the  first  documented  mention  of 
Christopher  in  American  records. 

It  is  apparent  that  Christopher,  then  a  young  man  of  about  28 
years,  prospered  in  his  new  home,  both  materially  and  in  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  Because  of  the  growing  number  of 
settlers  in  Providence,  for  example,  it  was  found  necessary  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  basic  law  for  governing  the  settlement,  and  on  July  27,  1640, 
an  “Agreement  for  a  Form  of  Government”  was  adopted  by  signa¬ 
ture  of  thirty-nine  residents,  including  “Christophar  Unthanke.” 

His  improved  position  in  the  material  world  is  evidenced  by 
his  acquisition  of  more  property.  On  September  21, 1646,  Christopher 
bought  the  house  and  home-lot,  #40,  of  William  Wickenden;  and 
about  the  same  time,  he  purchased  the  rear  half  of  lot  #52,  adjoin¬ 
ing  his  first  lot,  from  Robert  Williams,  the  brother  of  Roger.  So, 
by  the  end  of  his  first  eight  years  in  Providence,  Christopher 
Unthank  was  the  owner  of  two  and  a  half  home-lots. 

Perhaps  there  was  good  reason  for  the  expansion  of  the  Unthank 
domain.  Although  there  is  no  date  recorded  for  the  event, 
Christopher  had  married  a  girl  named  Susanna,  probably  in  1643. 
Her  family  name  is  not  recorded,  but  it  is  quite  probable  that 
she  was  one  of  the  unlisted  daughters  of  Christopher’s  good  friend, 
Ezekiel  Holliman,  as  will  be  shown. 

Furthermore,  by  about  two  years  later,  in  1645  (date  again 
unrecorded),  a  daughter,  Mary  Unthank,  had  been  born  to 
Christopher  and  Susanna.  A  complete  account,  with  detailed  ref¬ 
erences  to  all  of  Christopher’s  known  activities,  and  with  the  reason¬ 
ing  behind  assumptions  made,  such  as  the  date  of  his  marriage, 
Susanna’s  parentage,  and  the  date  of  Mary  Unthank’s  birth,  will 
be  found  in  Appendix  B. 

What  were  the  conditions  in  Providence  under  which  Christopher, 
Susanna,  and  the  baby  Mary  then  lived?  The  “home-lots”  which 
each  settler  purchased  were  long  and  narrow,  about  120  feet  wide, 
and  of  about  five  acres,  divided  nearly  equally  to  the  rear  by 
The  Runnet,  or  brook.  Houses  were  built  along  The  Towne  Streete, 
on  the  western  half  of  the  lots,  set  back  from  the  road  so  as  to 
give  each  house  a  strip  of  greensward  around  it.  An  orchard  and 
garden  were  generally  planted  in  the  rear  of  the  house,  running 
up  the  western  slope  of  the  hill  from  The  Runnet.  Between  the 
house  and  the  orchard  were  the  barn  and  the  outbuildings.  In 
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addition,  each  proprietor  had  a  six-acre  lot  at  a  distance  from 
his  home-lot,  and  also  certain  “common  lots,”  either  purchased  or 
acquired  by  occasional  land  dividends  declared  by  the  owners 
among  themselves.  Thus  each  settler  had  a  home-lot,  some  upland 
for  planting,  some  meadow  land  consisting  of  salt  marsh  or  bog, 
where  fodder  for  the  cattle  was  cut,  and  some  woodland. 

The  houses  were  small,  built  of  heavy  woodwork  that  was 
wrought  chiefly  with  the  axe  and  secured  by  English  nails  brought 
from  the  other  colonies.  They  were  a  story  or  a  story  and  a  half 
in  height,  with  a  huge  stone  chimney  at  one  end  and  a  shallow 
cellar  beneath.  Generallv  a  house  had  but  one  room  below  and 

V 

a  sleeping  chamber  in  the  half  story  or  attic  above  it,  to  which 
access  was  often  obtained  by  ladder.  The  largest  house,  that  of 
Roger  Williams,  was  about  28  by  40  feet. 

The  furniture  was  as  rustic  as  the  dwellings  and  was  home 
made,  for  each  settler  handled  well  the  axe,  the  hammer,  and 
the  saw.  Rude,  but  solid  chests  and  tables  stood  on  the  sanded 
floors.  “Settles,”  long  wooden  benches  usually  with  arms  and  a 
high  back,  took  the  place  of  modern  lounges,  and  were  drawn 
up  along  the  sides  of  the  table  to  furnish  seats  at  meals.  Chairs 
were  as  yet  almost  unknown  in  the  houses. 

Iron  kettles,  wooden  trenchers,  articles  of  pottery,  and,  among 
the  wealthier  classes,  pewter  articles,  served  all  culinary  pur¬ 
poses.  The  wood  of  the  forest  furnished  fuel,  and  pine  knots  served 
for  candles. 

In  front  of  the  house,  along  The  Towne  Streete,  each  householder 
dug  and  built  a  well,  except  when  houses  were  closely  gathered  and 
one  well  would  serve  a  group  of  houses. 

In  the  first  half  of  1647,  Christopher  Unthank  chose  to  give  up 
the  comparative  comfort  of  his  Providence  home,  and  moved  his 
family  to  a  new  settlement  at  Warwick,  twelve  miles  south  of 
Providence,  on  Narraganset  Bay.  The  time  of  his  move  is  well 
established  by  the  facts  (1)  that  his  signature,  “Christopher 
Onthankt,”  was  on  a  document  dated  at  Warwick  on  23d  of  January 
1648,  which  is,  incidentally,  the  first  record  of  the  spelling  of  his 
name  with  an  initial  “0”;  (2)  that  a  Warwick  document  of  June 
6,  1648,  listing  the  “inhabitants  receaved  as  they  came  first,” 
after  the  earliest  twelve,  named  “Chri:  Unthanke,  Ezek.  Holli¬ 
man  .  .  and  (3)  an  order  of  the  first  Town  Council  of  Warwick, 
dated  August  8,  1647,  names  Ezekiel  Holliman  as  one  of  its  mem¬ 
bers.  So,  Christopher  Unthanke/Onthankt  preceded  his  friend  and 
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possibly  his  father-in-law,  Ezekiel  Holliman,  to  Warwick  in  early 
1647. 

Another  one  of  Christopher’s  friends,  John  Greene,  had  pre¬ 
ceded  him  to  Warwick  as  early  as  1642,  as  one  of  the  first  ten 
settlers  there.  Greene  had  arrived  in  Boston  in  June,  1632,  from 
Dorsetshire,  England,  with  his  family  of  wife,  Perseverence,  and 
four  children.  He  had  also  lived  at  Salem,  and  again  like 
Christopher,  had  been  one  of  the  first  fifty-two  settlers  in  Provi¬ 
dence.  His  name  will  be  found  associated  with  that  of  Christopher 
in  many  transactions  at  Warwick.  It  seems  more  than  probable 
that  he  was  the  one  to  influence  Christopher  and  Ezekiel  Holliman 
to  move  to  Warwick. 

Even  by  1647  the  little  settlement  of  Warwick  had  had  a  stormy 
history,  which  is  worth  recounting  as  an  indication  of  the  nature 
and  character  of  its  early  settlers,  such  as  Christopher  Unthank, 
Ezekiel  Holliman  and  John  Greene.  Its  initial  settlement  was 
based  on  the  troubles  of  one  Samuel  Gorton,  who  had  come  to 
Boston  in  1636,  but  soon  removed  to  Plymouth.  There  he  had  run 
afoul  of  the  law  and  was  tried  by  a  court  because  he  defended  his 
female  servant  who  “was  seen  to  smile  in  church.”  (This  is  a 
measure  of  the  sternness  of  civil  authorities  in  matters  of  religion, 
against  which  Roger  Williams  and  his  followers,  as  well  as  Samuel 
Gorton,  rebelled.) 

Gorton  escaped  early  in  1638,  and  went  to  a  settlement  at 
Aquidneck  (Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island),  where  he  must  have  re¬ 
sumed  his  quarrelsome  career,  because  in  March,  1640,  he  was 
tried,  whipped,  and  banished.  He  then  went  to  Providence,  and 
again  was  expelled,  in  1642.  This  time,  with  ten  followers,  includ¬ 
ing  John  Greene,  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  from  the  Indians  which 
he  called  “Shawomet,”  changed  later  to  Warwick.  But  poor  Gorton 
was  not  to  find  peace.  Under  the  urgings  of  the  Plymouth  colonists, 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  General  Court  found  Gorton  guilty  of  tres¬ 
pass  and  sent  troops  to  Shawomet,  who  captured  the  settlers  there 
and  burned  their  houses.  Gorton  and  his  followers  were  tried  for 
heresy  and  condemned  to  death,  but  were  spared,  and  in  1643  were 
banished  from  the  colony. 

The  irrepressible  Gorton  lived  among  the  Narraganset  Indians 
for  a  time,  even  helping  to  make  peace  between  these  new  friends 
and  his  old  colonist  enemies  during  an  Indian  uprising  in  1645,  to 
the  extent  of  going  to  England  to  argue  the  case  for  the  Indians. 
While  there  he  successfully  pressed  his  own  claims  to  Shawomet 


CHRISTOPHER  UNTHANK/ONTHANK 


17 


with  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  who  was  the  Protector  of  the  New 
England  Colonies.  On  his  return  to  Rhode  Island  in  1647,  Gorton 
and  his  followers  again  occupied  Shawomet,  and  changed  its  name 
to  “Warwick”  in  honor  of  their  protector. 

It  was  to  this  new,  small  settlement  that  Christopher  Unthank 
moved  his  family  in  the  same  year,  1647,  and  his  action  adequately 
mirrors  what  must  have  been  his  independence  of  spirit,  based 
on  strong  religious  convictions  of  a  progressive  nature.  In  Warwick 
Christopher  happily  made  his  home  for  the  next  eighteen  years. 

From  all  appearances,  Christopher  Unthank  was  a  “trader.” 
For  instance,  he  sold  his  own  home  in  Warwick  twice,  always 
buying  a  new  and  probably  better  one.  In  various  allotments  he 
received  parcels  of  meadow  land  which  he  gradually  sold.  He 
became  a  citizen  of  substance,  as  the  records  of  his  operations, 
given  in  detail  in  Appendix  B,  will  testify. 

A  few  other  conclusions  appear  from  all  of  Christopher’s  activi¬ 
ties  in  Warwick.  By  1653,  he  had  finally  acquired  a  house-lot  and 
home  on  ground  which  adjoined  that  of  Ezekiel  Holliman;  in  fact, 
in  November  of  1658  he  sold  to  Holliman  “a  litie  slipe  of  my 
home  lott,  next  adioyninge  unto  the  home  lott  and  house  of  sayd 
Ezekiell  ...”  Here  is  another  indication,  not  only  of  the  friendship 
of  the  two  men,  but  also  the  probability  that  Susanna  Unthank 
was  the  daughter  of  Holliman. 

In  line  with  the  kind  of  spelling  exhibited  in  that  transaction,  it 
is  not  surprising  that  both  of  Christopher’s  names  received  some 
weird  and  inconsistent  treatment,  both  in  Providence  and  in 
“Warwicke.”  He  is  designated  as  “Christopher  Unthank”  only  nine 
times,  and  some  of  those  examples  were  written  by  clerks.  His 
given  name  appears  not  only  as  Christopher,  but  also  as 
Christophar,  Chris.,  Chri:,  ChriStophar,  Chrisstopher,  and  Christi- 
phor.  But  it  was  on  his  surname,  Unthank,  that  Christopher  himself 
and  the  clerks  inflicted  the  results  of  faulty  hearing,  poor  spelling, 
or  both;  as  has  been  true  ever  since!  A  spelling  common  to  the 
times,  i.e.  the  addition  of  the  letter  “e”  to  words,  was  the  most 
frequent  change,  to  Unthanke.  Other  variants  were  Uthanke, 
Unthankr,  and  Unthankes.  Another  comprehensible  version  was 
then  then  custom  of  using  “V”  for  “U,”  as  shown  in  Vnthank, 
Vnthanke,  Vnthnk,  and  Vnth/k/,  these  by  a  clerk  in  Providence 
at  a  later  date.  It  was  in  Warwick,  though,  that  there  appeared 
for  the  first  time  the  precursor  of  the  eventual  spelling  used  by 
this  branch  of  the  Unthank  Family,  viz.  Onthank;  and  with  the 
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varieties  of  Onthanke  and  Onthankt,  which  appeared  on  five 
documents.  The  most  unusual  use,  however,  was  Christopher 
signed  to  the  Providence  Agreement  of  1640.  Thanke 

There  has  been  a  long-time  belief  that  Christopher  was  illiterate, 
at  least  to  the  extent  of  not  being  able  to  write,  which  resulted 
from  many  cases  of  documents  signed,  “Christopher  Unthank.” 
His  earmark,  as  shown  below,  His  X  Mark 


was  also  frequently  used  together  with  his  name  as  inscribed  by 
a  clerk,  which  was  then  a  common  practice.  The  “earmark,”  of 
course,  was  the  system  of  notches,  holes  or  cuts  in  the  ears  of 
cattle,  used  as  a  brand,  and  each  one  duly  granted  by  the  Town 
Council  and  registered.  In  Warwick  documents,  however,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  instances  of  actual  signature  by  Christopher  Unthank  were 
found,  a  copy  of  which  is  above.  Why  he  did  not  use  it  consistently 
is  a  mystery.  It  was  obviously  not  easy  to  “draw.” 

Another,  and  important,  aspect  of  the  Warwick  period  of 
Christopher’s  life  was  the  constant  and  strong  friendship  among 
the  three  friends,  Christopher,  John  Greene,  and  Ezekiel  Holliman, 
which  has  been  noted  previously.  In  many  of  Christopher’s  land 
transactions,  the  required  witness  was  John  Greene.  All  three  were 
witnesses  to  a  bill  of  sale  by  Edward  Andrews  in  1665.  John 
Greene  was  witness  in  a  sale  by  Christopher  to  Holliman  of  his 
“six  aker  lott  beinge  of  the  last  grant,  with  one  aker  more,” 
as  well  as  the  “litle  slipe  of  my  home  lott,”  in  1658.  And  on 
November  20,  1658,  undoubtedly  as  a  result  of  long  planning  among 
the  three  friends,  they  journeyed  together  back  to  Providence, 
where  each  one  disposed  of  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  property  which 
he  had  retained  there.  In  these  transactions  Holliman  and  “Chris- 
tophar  Vnthanke”  witnessed  Greene’s  deed,  and  Greene  and 
“Christopher  Unthank”  witnessed  Holliman’s  deed.  On  the  same 
day  Christopher  sold  his  Providence  house  and  house-lot,  #51,  as 
well  as  the  parcel  of  land  adjoining  it,  half  of  lot  #52.  Possibly 
he  still  retained  lot  #40. 

In  October  1655,  “Chris.  Uthanke”  became  a  Freeman  of  the 
“Towne  of  Warwicke,”  by  reason  of  a  Town  Order  which  “receaved 
him  an  Inhabitant”  and  granted  to  him  “a  house  lott  ...  as  also 
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a  share  of  meddowe  .  .  .  that  is  to  say  all  the  meddow  that  is 
mowable  ...  as  also  a  six  aker  lott,”  The  significance  of  the  status 
of  Freeman  was  great;  it  included  the  unrestricted  right  to  vote 
and  to  take  part  in  all  civic  affairs,  as  well  as  to  have  all  other 
rights  and  responsibilities  of  a  citizen,  and  to  be  carried  on  “The 
Roule  (Roll)  of  Freemen.”  This  was  an  honor  not  quickly  or 
universally  extended  to  all  settlers;  there  were  only  33  Freemen 
in  Warwick  at  that  time,  eight  years  after  its  founding. 

About  nine  years  later,  probably  in  1664,  Christopher  and 
Susanna  moved  back  to  Providence.  What  were  his  reasons  for 
leaving  Warwick  are  not  manifest.  It  is  possible  that  they  centered 
about  the  marriage  of  his  daughter,  Mary  Unthank,  to  Job  Almy, 
probably  in  1663  in  Warwick  (date  not  recorded),  by  which  time 
she  would  have  been  about  eighteen  years  old,  a  very  proper  age 
for  marriage. 

At  any  rate,  Christopher  was  back  in  his  old  custom  of  acquir¬ 
ing  and  selling  land  in  Providence  on  February  19,  1665,  as  shown 
by  the  record  of  his  having  been  assigned  number  29  on  a  division 
of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Seven  Mile  Line.  Providence  was 
evidently  encountering  growing  pains.  From  then  on,  Christopher 
continued  his  acquisition  of  property.  In  May  of  1667,  he  was 
awarded  another  50  acres;  in  1671  he  sold  certain  lands  for  a 
valuable  sum;  and  so  it  went. 

In  the  spring  of  1676,  however,  came  tragedy.  The  notorious 
Indian  leader,  King  Philip,  had  broken  the  peace  and  was  ravaging 
the  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts  countryside.  Most  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Providence  and  Warwick  had  already  removed  to 
Portsmouth,  on  the  island  of  Rhode  Island  in  Narraganset  Bay, 
and  remained  there  until  Philip  had  been  killed  and  the  revolt 
crushed  in  August,  1676.  In  the  meantime,  the  Narragansets  had 
attacked  Warwick  and  had  burned  every  house  there,  on  March 
16,  1676,  and  a  few  days  later  had  attacked  Providence  and  had 
burned  all  but  five  houses.  That  Christopher  and  Susanna  had 
sought  shelter  at  Portsmouth  is  attested  by  the  sale  of  certain 
land  by  them  on  September  1,  1677,  “for  love,  etc.  to  son-in-law  Job 
Almy.”  Presumably  the  land  was  in  Portsmouth,  for  in  the  deed 
Christopher  calls  himself  “of  Portsmouth,”  and  Job  and  Mary 
Unthank  Almy  lived  in  Portsmouth  thereafter. 

By  1630,  Christopher  and  Susanna  had  again  returned  to  Prov¬ 
idence,  where  on  February  8  of  that  year  they  are  recorded  as 
selling  two  six-acre  lots  with  improvements,  “only  reserving  land 
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where  some  relations  are  buried  with  liberty  to  entomb  therein.” 
The  relations  mentioned  must  have  been  those  of  Susanna,  for  so 
far  as  is  known,  Christopher  had  none  other  than  his  wife  and 
daughter.  This  transaction,  with  its  “liberty  to  entomb  therein,” 
strikes  ominous  chords.  By  then,  Christopher  was  about  seventy 
years  old,  and  Susanna  was  probably  only  a  little  younger. 

In  1682,  the  three  old  friends,  Ezekiel  Holliman,  John  Greene, 
and  Christopher  Unthank  were  again  together,  in  Providence, 
where  all  three  witnessed  a  deed  on  July  31st.  And  then,  on 
March  17,  1684,  the  last  land  acquisition  is  recorded  for  “Christiphor 
Unthankes,”  more  acres  at  the  Seven  Mile  Line. 

Providence  tax  lists  of  1686  to  1689  do  not  mention  Christopher 
Unthank  or  any  of  his  inflicted  aliases.  Nor  do  they  speak  of  a 
Greene  or  a  Holliman.  Warwick  and  Portsmouth  are  equally  silent. 
The  written  record  of  Colonist  Christopher  Unthank/Onthank  had 
closed. 

But  he  continued  to  live  and  to  lay  a  foundation  for  the  Onthank 
Family. 


3. 


The  Colonial  Period 


Mary  Unthank  (Family  Number  200),  only  child  of 
Christopher  and  Susanna  Unthank,  was  born  in  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  in  about  1645.  When  she  was  about  eighteen  years  old,  prob¬ 
ably  in  1663,  she  married  Job  Almy,  youngest  son  of  William  Almy. 
The  Almy  Family  then  lived  in  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island,  across 
Narraganset  Bay  from  Warwick. 

Because  of  the  influence  of  the  Almy  Family  on  the  later 
Onthank  Family,  it  is  well  to  know  something  of  its  history. 
Christopher  Almey,  gentleman,  was  born,  according  to  his  will, 
in  1575,  and  died  on  October  4,  1624,  at  South  Kilworth,  in 
Leicestershire,  England.  His  son,  William  Almy,  gentleman  (also 
spelled  Almey,  Alimy,  Almie,  Almond),  was  born  probably  at 
Dunton-Bassett,  Leicestershire,  the  earliest  known  home  of  the 
Almys.  In  1626  he  married  Audry  Barlowe,  who  was  born  in 
England  in  1603. 

In  1631,  William  and  Audry  Almy,  with  their  daughter  Anna, 
aged  3,  left  England  and  settled  in  Lynn,  Massachusetts.  In  1632, 
a  son,  Christopher,  was  born  there.  Late  in  1634  or  early  in  1635, 
the  Almys  returned  to  England,  for  a  short  stay  only,  as  on  June 
17,  1635,  William,  Audry,  Anna  and  Christopher  Almy  are  recorded 
as  sailing  from  London  on  the  ship  “Abigail”;  they  again  settled 
at  Lynn,  but  not  for  long.  In  April  1637,  William  Almy  and  nine 
others  were  given  permission  to  find  a  place  for  a  new  village, 
and  chose  a  site  at  Sandwich,  Massachusetts,  about  twelve  miles 
south  of  Plymouth.  Here,  two  more  sons  were  born  to  William 
and  Audry  Almy;  John  in  about  1337,  and  Job  in  about  1641.  Soon 
thereafter,  in  1643,  the  Almys  moved  to  Portsmouth,  formerly 
“Aquedneck,”  on  Rhode  Island  (island),  where  William  had  a  small 
grant  on  Hummock  Point.  In  1645,  their  last  child,  Catherine,  was 
horn  there. 

William  Almy  made  his  way  with  honor  in  his  new  surroundings, 
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for  in  1655  he  was  admitted  as  a  Freeman;  in  1656  he  was  a  Jury¬ 
man;  for  three  years,  1656,  1657,  and  1663  he  was  a  Town  Com¬ 
missioner;  and  in  1668  he  was  Jury  Foreman.  He  died  at  Ports¬ 
mouth  in  1677,  and  his  wife,  Audry,  died  soon  afterwards. 

Job  Almy,  William’s  youngest  son,  although  a  land-holder  in 
Portsmouth  in  1660,  moved  across  the  Bay  to  Warwick  sometime 
in  the  period  1661-1663,  where  he  met  Mary  Unthank,  and  married 
her  in  about  1663.  Like  his  father,  Job  soon  made  his  mark  in 
the  community.  From  1670  to  1672,  he  was  a  Deputy;  in  1673  he 
was  appointed  on  a  committee  to  treat  with  the  Indian  sachems, 
“to  consult  and  agree  of  some  way  to  prevent  the  extreme  excess 
of  the  Indians’  drunkenness’’;  from  1673  to  1675  he  was  an 
“Assistant,”  presumably  to  the  Town  Council. 

In  the  meantime,  Job  and  Mary  were  raising  a  typically  large 
Colonial  family.  On  January  20,  1664,  twin  boys  were  born  to 
them,  who  were  named  after  their  two  grandfathers,  William  and 
Christopher,  but  the  children  died  two  months  later.  A  third  boy, 
again  named  William,  was  born  in  1665,  but  died  in  infancy.  Then 
came  four  girls:  Susanna,  born  in  1667,  and  named  after  the  Unthank 
grandmother;  Audrey,  born  in  1669,  named  after  the  other  grand¬ 
mother;  Deborah,  born  in  1671;  Catherine,  named  after  Job’s 
sister,  born  in  1674.  Job’s  next  elder  brother,  John,  had  become 
a  famous  citizen  of  Portsmouth,  but  had  died  in  1676.  So  Job’s 
next  child,  a  boy  born  in  the  same  year,  1676,  was  named  for  his 
uncle,  John.  There  followed  Mary,  named  for  her  mother,  born 
in  1678;  Job,  his  father’s  namesake,  born  in  1681;  and  Anthony, 
born  in  1683. 

At  the  death  of  his  father,  William  Almy,  in  1677,  Job  inherited 
the  home-half  of  the  Almy  farm  in  Portsmouth,  so  Job  took  his 
family  back  to  that  settlement.  Undoubtedly,  Mary  Unthank  Almy’s 
parents,  Christopher  and  Susanna  Unthank,  were  still  residing  in 
Portsmouth  after  having  fled  from  Warwick  to  escape  the  Indian 
attacks  of  the  previous  year,  for  on  September  1,  1677,  they 
sold,  “for  love,  etc.,  certain  land  to  their  son-in-law,  Job  Almy,” 
probably  land  which  Christopher  had  bought  for  his  home  while 
absent  from  Providence. 

Then,  in  1684,  Job  Almy  died,  aged  44.  Mary  Unthank  Almy, 
widow,  was  left  with  eight  children,  five  girls  and  three  boys,  from 
seventeen  years  to  one  year  old.  In  the  following  year,  1685,  Mary 
married  Thomas  Townsend,  of  Portsmouth,  who  thus  became  the 
step-father  to  the  Almy  children.  By  1710,  Mary  was  again 
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widowed;  she  was  referred  to  in  that  year  as  “Widow  Town¬ 
send.”  The  last  record  of  Mary  Unthank  Almy  Townsend  was 
a  deposition  made  by  her  on  August  24,  1724,  when  whe  would 
have  been  about  79  years  old. 

To  the  eldest  son  of  Job  and  Mary,  John,  born  in  1676,  his 
father  willed  “all  lands  and  buildings  in  Portsmouth,  only  reserv¬ 
ing  best  room  for  wife  while  widow,  and  to  son  John  also  lands 
at  Pocasset.”  That  will  was  dated  January  19,  1684;  was  proved 
March  1,  1684.  This  reference  to  John  Almy,  in  the  by-then  fairly 
complete  Rhode  Island  records,  is  the  final  mention  of  his  name, 
except  for  Mary  Unthank  Townsend’s  deposition  in  1724,  in  which 
she  listed  him  among  her  children  by  Job  Almy.  On  the  other 
hand,  John  Almy’s  brothers  and  sisters  are  well  recorded  there¬ 
after.  His  brother  Anthony’s  will,  dated  May  18,  1710,  and  proved 
May  7,  1711,  mentions  his  mother,  brother  Job,  and  his  sisters, 
but  not  his  brother  John. 

Here  commences  the  mystery  of  how  the  Onthank  Family  con¬ 
tinued  from  immigrant  Christopher  Unthank/Onthank,  who  had  but 
one  child,  a  daughter,  Mary,  who  married  Job  Almy.  Most  of  the 
Onthank  historians  who  have  been  interested  in  tracing  their 
family  background  have  been  baffled  by  this  situation  and  at  this 
point  have  abandoned  the  effort  to  link  Christopher  with  later 
Onthank  generations.  A  few  have  used  their  allowable  genea¬ 
logical  assumptions  to  solve  the  riddle,  at  least  to  their  own 
satisfaction,  and  their  informed  reasonings,  explained  below,  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  the  most  acceptable  solution. 

John  Almy,  eight  years  old  when  his  father  died,  early  in  1684, 
disappeared  from  the  recorded  scene  thereafter. 

Christopher  Unthank/Onthank,  having  sold  off  all  his  property 
in  Providence  by  March,  1684,  disappeared  from  all  records  there¬ 
after.  He  was  then  about  74  years  old,  and  under  the  conditions 
then  prevailing,  could  have  had  a  much  longer  life. 

And  now  a  new  note  —  a  John  Unthank/Onthank  (Family  num¬ 
ber  300)  was  taxed  in  Framingham,  Massachusetts,  a  frontier 
town  about  35  miles  north  of  Providence,  in  1724,  forty  years  after 
Job  Almy  died,  leaving  much  of  his  property  to  his  son,  John. 
A  George  Unthank/Onthank  (Family  number  400)  was  taxed  in 
Framingham  in  the  same  year.  There  is  no  known  previous 
record  anywhere  of  John  and  George  Unthank/Onthank,  whose 
names  were  spelled  in  both  ways.  Nor  is  there  any  reference  to 
them  in  the  histories  of  Framingham  and  of  other  nearby  towns. 
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Who  were  they?  and  how  did  they  suddenly  appear  in  Framing¬ 
ham,  lacking  previous  record  of  any  sort? 

The  most  logical  answer  is  that  Christopher  Unthank/Onthank 
and  his  grandson,  John  Almy,  who  took  his  grandfather’s  surname, 
left  Rhode  Island  together  to  settle  in  the  outlying  area  of  Framing¬ 
ham,  probably  some  time  after  1685.  By  then,  John  Almy  had  a 
step-father,  whom  he  may  have  resented.  By  then,  too,  his  grand¬ 
father,  Christopher,  had  disposed  of  all  his  real  property  in 
Providence  and  was  free  to  move.  Possibly  by  then  Christopher’s 
wife,  Susanna,  had  died  and  had  been  entombed  in  the  part  of 
the  Providence  lot  which  they  had  reserved  for  that  purpose.  That 
reservation,  made  in  1680,  becomes  significant.  Christopher,  prob¬ 
ably  saddened  at  the  loss  of  his  wife,  and  footloose  to  get  away 
from  surroundings  which  then  meant  little  to  him,  may  have  been 
ready,  even  eager,  to  find  a  new  atmosphere. 

What  more  reasonable  than  in  that  mood,  Christopher  would 
agree  with  his  daughter,  Mary  Almy  Townsend,  to  adopt  her  un¬ 
happy  eldest  son,  John,  and  strike  out  for  new  ground?  This  would 
yield  two  desirable  results.  First,  it  would  give  Christopher  Un¬ 
thank/Onthank  a  line  of  succession  for  his  name  and  family, 
through  his  grandson,  John,  who  would  take  his  name.  Second,  it 
would  provide  Mary,  his  daughter,  with  a  home  and  property,  with 
which  she  could  more  safely  and  easily  raise  her  remaining  family 
of  seven  children;  namely,  the  property  which  was  willed  to  eight- 
year-old  John  Almy  and  which  he  would  transfer  to  his  mother, 
his  then  guardian. 

A  strong  buttress  to  this  assumption  is  the  continued  use  of 
both  surnames,  Unthank  and  Onthank,  by  John  and  George  and  the 
latter’s  children.  It  will  be  recalled  that  Christopher  was  so 
called,  indiscriminately,  in  the  Rhode  Island  records. 

Another  interesting,  although  not  conclusive,  clue  of  corrobora¬ 
tion  is  that,  according  to  one  Family  researcher,  John  Almy 
Onthank  had  a  wife  named  Barbara;  her  last  name  and  other 
information  about  her  are  missing.  George  Unthank/Onthank 
named  his  daughter  Barbara,  possibly  after  his  mother.  Christo¬ 
pher’s  wife  was  Susanna.  In  later  generations  both  names,  Susanna 
(or  Susan,  for  short)  and  Barbara,  were  favored  in  the  Onthank 
Family. 

All  things  and  conditions  considered,  therefore,  it  will  be  ac¬ 
cepted  in  this  history  that  John  Almy  Unthank/Onthank  was  the 
grandson  of  Christopher  Unthank/Onthank;  that  he  took  his  grand- 
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father’s  surnames;  that  he  settled  at  Framingham  soon  after  1685; 
and  that  he  was  the  father  of  George  Unthank/Onthank,  who  was 
probably  born  about  1700,  when  his  father,  John,  would  have  been 
24  years  old. 

The  Massachusetts  records  are  very  meagre  as  to  this  “Georg” 
Unthank/Onthank,  who,  with  John  Unthank/Onthank,  was  taxed  at 
Framingham  in  1724.  George  was  by  occupation  a  weaver,  which 
is  another  possible  clue  to  his  descent  from  Christopher,  since  it 
is  possible  that  the  latter  trained  his  grandson,  John,  in  his  own 
trade,  and  that  John  likewise  passed  this  ability  on  to  his  son, 
George. 

In  February  1725,  the  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  Vital  Records 
show,  “Marriages:  Onthanck,  Georg,  of  Framingham,  to  Ruth 
Curtis,  February  18,  1725.”  Ruth  Curtis  (#400-A)  came  from  one  of 
the  early  families  of  Massachusetts.  Her  great-grandfather,  Wil¬ 
liam  Curtis,  was  born  in  England,  probably  in  Kent,  in  1590,  and 
came  to  Boston  in  1632,  with  his  three  brothers.  His  wife,  Sarah 
Eliot,  was  a  sister  of  the  Rev.  John  Eliot,  the  famous  apostle  to 
the  Indians,  who  translated  the  Bible  into  an  Indian  language. 
Sarah  Eliot  Curtis,  with  four  children,  came  to  America  with  her 
husband,  William.  He  died  on  December  8,  1672,  and  Sarah  in 
March  1673. 

Their  eldest  son  was  named  William,  after  his  father,  according 
to  the  then  frequent  custom.  He  had  been  born  in  England  about 
1611,  and  had  preceded  his  father  to  America  in  1631,  where  he 
settled  in  Scituate,  Massachusetts,  on  the  ocean  about  18  miles 
south  of  Boston  and  half-way  to  Plymouth.  His  second  son,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Curtis,  was  born  in  Scituate  in  January  1667,  and  married 
Mary  Silvester  in  1689.  Benjamin  and  Mary  had  eleven  children,  of 
whom  the  sixth  child  and  fourth  daughter  was,  Ruth  Curtis,  born 
on  January  14,  1700,  who  married  George  Unthank/Onthank. 

On  November  15,  1725,  a  daughter,  “Barberry”  (Barbara) 
(£500),  probably  named  for  her  grandmother,  the  wife  of  John 
Almy  Unthank/Onthank,  was  born  to  “Georg  and  Ruth  Onthanck” 
in  Lynn.  Either  in  1727  or  1729  (the  records  disagree  on  the  date) 
a  son,  William  (£501),  was  born  to  them  in  Lynn,  undoubtedly 
named  after  Ruth’s  brother,  uncle,  grandfather  and  great-grand¬ 
father  Curtis.  I 

There  is  no  further  record  of  Georg  Unthank/Onthanck,  but  he 
continued  to  live  in  Lynn,  where  he  died  in  1734  or  earlier.  That 
is  clear  from  the  fact  that  his  widow,  Ruth  Onthanck,  was  mar- 
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ried  to  Samuel  Baxtor  (Baxter),  in  Lynn,  or  November  4,  1734;  the 
marriage  intention,  earlier,  reads  “Ruth  Unthanck.”  Baxtor  was 
also  a  weaver.  Samuel  Baxtor  was  then  a  widower,  about  50  years 
old,  wTith  a  married  daughter  of  22.  He  became  step-father  to  the 
two  Onthank  children,  Barbara  and  William,  and  was  evidently 
a  kind  and  helpful  one.  It  is  not  known  where  or  when  Ruth  Curtis 
Onthanck  Baxtor  died. 

Barbara  Onthank,  whose  name  was  frequently  spelled 
“Unthank,”  married  Benjamin  Wait  (“Wayte”)  on  March  20, 
1746,  in  Malden,  a  near  suburb  of  Boston  and  close  to  Lynn,  and 
moved  to  that  town.  Benjamin’s  occupation  is  notable;  he  was  a 
weaver.  More  of  him  will  be  told  in  connection  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  William  Onthank.  Barbara  Onthank  Wait  died  in  Malden 
in  1790,  followed  twelve  days  later  by  her  husband,  Benjamin. 

For  the  remarkable  story  of  William  Onthank,  son  of  Georg 
and  Ruth  Curtis  Onthanck,  a  new  chapter  is  necessary. 


4. 


William  Onthank 


William  Onthank  (Family  number  501)  is  the  most 
interesting  figure  in  the  history  of  the  Onthank  Family,  even  includ¬ 
ing  Christopher.  The  strength  of  Christopher’s  reputation  may 
never  be  exceeded  as  the  courageous,  independent  Puritan  who 
dared  to  cross  the  ocean  and  establish  his  family  in  the  wilderness 
of  Rhode  Island.  But  William  had  a  life  of  many  important  facets  in 
the  definitive  founding  of  the  Onthank  Family:  Three  times  mar¬ 
ried,  father  of  seven  children,  veteran  of  two  wars  and  planner  of  a 
rebellion  against  his  new  country,  first  Family  settler  at  South- 
borough,  Massachusetts,  and  creator  of  an  estate  there  which  par¬ 
tially  remains  in  the  Family  until  this  day.  Although  Christopher 
may  be  called  the  progenitor  of  the  American  Onthank  Family, 
William  may  well  be  known  as  its  solid  founder.  Every  subsequent 
Onthank  descends  from  William. 

Second  child  and  only  son  of  George  Unthank/Onthank  and  Ruth 
Curtis  Onthank,  William  Onthank’s  birthplace  and  date  are  not 
recorded.  Since  his  parents  were  living  in  Lynn,  where  they  mar¬ 
ried  on  February  18,  1725,  and  where  their  daughter,  Barbara,  was 
born  on  November  15  of  the  same  year,  and  since  the  widowed 
Ruth  Curtis  Onthank  married  Samuel  Baxtor  in  Lynn  on  Novem¬ 
ber  4,  1734,  it  is  a  good  presumption  that  William  Onthank  was  also 
born  in  Lynn. 

The  date  of  his  birth  is  controversial.  When  William  enlisted 
in  the  Colonial  Forces  in  1759,  his  age  was  recorded  as  30  years, 
making  his  birth  date  as  1729.  On  the  other  hand,  the  official  Vital 
Records  of  the  Town  of  Southborough  state,  “Deaths:  Onthank, 
William,  April  22,  1807,  age  80,”  making  his  birth  date  as  1727.  The 
latter  date  is  accepted  as  more  authentic. 

After  Widow  <Ruth  Onthank’s  marriage  to  Samuel  Baxtor,  her 
children,  William  and  Barbara  Onthank,  were  brought  up  by  their 
step-father  until  his  death  on  April  13,  1754.  That  there  was  a 
happy  and  close  relationship  between  Samuel  Baxtor  and  young 
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William  is  evidenced  from  the  fact  that  Baxtor’s  will,  dated 
December  29,  1749,  and  proved  on  May  13,  1754,  left  ‘‘the  balance 
of  the  estate”  to  his  step-son. 

By  1749,  when  he  was  22,  weighty  matters,  such  as  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  involved  in  commuting  the  ten  miles  from  Lynn  to  Boston, 
engrossed  William  Onthank.  The  official  Boston  Records  state: 
“Intentions  to  Marry:  William  Unthank  and  Mary  Winship  of 
Charlestown,  August  21,  1750.”  There  is  no  subsequent  record  of 
their  actual  marriage,  so  it  must  be  concluded  that  it  did  not 
occur.  No  records  have  been  found  of  the  family  or  birth  of  Mary 
Winship,  or  of  her  death,  which  might  have  happened  at  an 
early  date,  perhaps  before  her  marriage  to  William  could  take 
place. 

The  Lynn  Vital  Records  announce  a  marriage  on  July  23,  1752, 
of  “William  Unthank  (of  Boston)  and  Elisabeth  James”  (#501-A), 
and  from  this  union  came  the  firm  establishment  of  the  Onthank 
Family. 

The  James  family  had  an  early  Colonial  record,  from  Erasmus 
James  who  arrived  in  Salem  in  1637;  he  was  the  great-great¬ 
grandfather  of  Elisabeth.  Her  mother,  Mehitable  Collins,  was  a 
descendant  of  Henry  Collins,  a  starchmaker,  of  London,  who  also 
went  to  Salem,  in  1635.  Elisabeth,  daughter  of  John  James  and 
Mehitable,  was  born  in  Lynn,  about  1726.  A  few  years  later  the 
family  moved  to  Southborough.  They,  or  at  least  Elisabeth,  must 
have  kept  up  their  Lynn  connections,  because  that  is  where  she 
and  William  Unthank/Onthank  were  married,  possibly  at  Wil¬ 
liam’s  home. 

William  and  Elisabeth  soon  began  to  think  of  having  their  own 
home,  for  on  June  10,  1753,  their  first  child,  James  (#600),  was 
born,  in  Southborough,  undoubtedly  at  the  James  home.  Conse¬ 
quently,  on  March  21,  1754,  William  purchased  from  his  step-father, 
Samuel  Baxtor,  a  dwelling  house  and  barn  with  land  in  Lynn, 
containing  three  acres;  also  two  common  lots  laid  out  in  Lynn 
Town  Common;  all  for  £60.  Only  a  month  later,  Baxtor  died, 
leaving  the  balance  of  his  estate  to  William. 

Elisabeth  and  her  parents  probably  urged  William  successfully 
to  move  to  Southborough,  for  on  November  18  of  the  same  year, 
1754,  “John  James,  yeoman,  for  consideration  of  the  Love,  good¬ 
will,  and  affection  that  I  bear  unto  my  dutiful  son,  William 
Onthank,  of  Lynn,  Essex  Co.,  sell  him  2  pcs.  of  land  in  South¬ 
borough;  1  pc.  in  the  orchard  near  to  the  said  John’s  dwelling 
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house  lying  in  the  form  of  a  three  square,  bounded  every  way, 
except  by  the  road,  by  the  land  of  said  John  James.  Other  Pc. 
nearby,  southerly.”  The  unmentioned  price,  in  view  of  the  ex¬ 
pressions  of  affection  and  William’s  “dutiful”  conduct  (probably 
his  agreement  to  move  to  Southborough)  was  undoubtedly  cheap. 

So,  in  1754,  over  two  hundred  years  ago,  the  Onthank  Family 
became  established  in  Southborough,  Massachusetts,  where  scores 
of  the  Family  have  since  been  born. 

A  week  later,  to  pay  for  his  new  property,  William  sold  the 
house,  barn  and  land  in  Lynn  which  he  had  bought  from  Samuel 
Baxtor,  for  £65  s.13,  a  good  profit  of  £5  s.  13. 

A  second  son,  Joseph  (#601),  was  born  to  William  and  Elisabeth 
in  the  following  summer,  June  16,  1755,  and  a  third  son,  William, 
Junior  (#602)  was  born  on  July  1,  1757,  both  at  the  new  home  in 
Southborough. 

By  this  time,  the  Seven  Years’  War  in  Europe  had  caused  the 
renewal  of  hostilities  between  England  and  France,  with  rekindled 
military  operations  in  their  American  colonies,  called  there  “The 
French  and  Indian  War.”  Braddock’s  defeat  in  Virginia  came  in 
1755.  In  Massachusetts,  preparations  for  an  attack  on  the  French 
fortress  of  Louisbourg,  on  Cape  Breton  Island  in  the  Nova  Scotia 
group,  were  begun  in  1757,  leading  to  its  capture  in  the  following 
year.  In  1759  occurred  the  successful  expedition  against  Quebec 
by  England,  largely  manned  by  New  Englanders. 

The  pressures  on  the  British  Colonials  to  support  the  Crown 
in  its  professed  purpose  to  drive  the  French  out  of  America  and 
to  stop  the  ravages  of  their  Indian  allies,  can  be  estimated  from 
their  effect  on  William  Onthank.  A  young  farmer  of  30  years,  with 
a  wife  and  three  infant  children,  with  a  new  property  to  cultivate 
for  his  living,  dwelling  in  a  small  hamlet  practically  on  the 
frontier,  William  was  so  stirred  by  current  events  and  dangers 
that  he  enlisted  in  a  Training  Band,  in  Colonel  Timothy  Brigham’s 
Southborough  company,  in  early  1757. 

William’s  military  training  was  probably  continuous  for  the 
next  two  years,  for  when  the  expeditions  against  Fort  Ticonderoga 
and  Quebec  were  being  planned,  William  Onthank  enlisted,  on 
April  6,  1759,  and  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  His  Majesty’s  Forces 
in  North  America  >for  the  Invasion  of  Canada.  His  regiment  was 
commanded  by  Abram  Williams,  organized  in  nearby  Marlborough, 
and  it  is  stated  that  William  had  his  own  arms. 

That  enlistment  was  evidently  of  temporary  duration,  because 
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there  is  record  of  William’s  second  enlistment  on  April  30,  1759. 
His  name  appears  on  a  roll  dated  May  22,  1759  (made  up  to  May 
23),  as  a  private  in  Brigadier  General  Thomas  Ruggle’s  regiment, 
of  several  companies  which  were  to  serve  under  the  famous  Major 
General  Lord  Jeffrey  Amherst  in  the  expedition  which  captured 
Fort  Ticonderoga  on  July  26  of  that  year.  Since  William’s  service 
lasted  only  23  days,  in  Captain  Stephen  Maynard’s  company,  it  is 
obvious  that  he  had  no  part  in  the  Ticonderoga  or  other  cam¬ 
paigns. 

(NOTE.  The  complete  official  records  of  William  Onthank’s 
service  in  the  French  and  Indian  War  and  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  as  well  as  the  official  records  of  the  service  of  his  sons 
in  the  Revolution,  are  stated  in  Appendix  C.  They  are  valuable 
as  the  basis  for  becoming  members  of  various  patriotic  so¬ 
cieties.) 

Five  days  after  William’s  discharge,  his  fourth  child,  Elisabeth 
(#603),  named  after  her  mother,  was  bora,  on  March  28,  1759,  at 
Southborough.  Another  daughter,  Ruth  (#604),  probably  named 
after  her  grandmother,  Ruth  Curtis  Onthank,  was  born  on  July 
1,  1765. 

With  an  expanded  family  whose  boys  were  old  enough  to  help 
on  the  farm,  and  probably  needing  increased  income  from  his  farm, 
William  enlarged  his  land  holdings  by  purchasing  65  acres  of  land, 
with  buildings,  from  Josiah  Fay  on  April  22,  1768,  in  what  has 
since  been  known  as  “Fayville.”  As  will  be  seen  later,  the  fact 
that  the  boundaries  of  this  new  property  were  common  with  the 
land  of  Samuel  and  Lemuel  Newton  had  some  significant  results. 
To  finance  this  purchase,  on  the  same  day  William  and  Elisabeth 
(who  signed  with  an  “X”)  sold  to  John  Wyman  his  former  farm, 
“one  and  one  half  acre  of  land  lying  partly  in  Framingham  and 
partly  in  Soughborough,  with  dwelling  house  and  barn”  for  £26  s.13. 
William  is  designated  in  the  deed  as  “William  Onthank,  yeoman,” 
in  recognition  of  his  status  as  a  farmer  or  countryman  of  respect¬ 
able  standing  who  has  had  service  as  a  soldier. 

Three  years  later,  1771,  William  sold  to  Benjamin  Lamb  of 
Framingham,  “land  in  said  Framingham,”  probably  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  original  purchase  from  John  James.  William’s  son, 
James,  was  witness  to  the  deed. 

In  the  meantime,  troublous  times  had  come  to  the  American 
Colonies,  and  especially  to  Massachusetts.  Increasingly  severe 
taxes  were  being  leveled  on  the  Colonies  by  the  British  Parliament, 
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which  had  asserted  by  vote  its  right  to  tax  them,  even  without 
their  representation.  The  stamp  acts,  the  quartering  of  troops  in 
Colonials’  homes,  and  other  onerous  laws  brought  disorders  and 
mounting  disobedience  in  the  Colonies,  culminating  in  the  “Boston 
Massacre”  in  1770  and  the  “Boston  Tea  Party”  in  1773.  British 
retaliation  through  the  Boston  Port  Bill,  which  closed  that  port 
to  almost  all  imports,  and  other  harsh  acts  in  1774,  raised  the 
general  Colonial  state  of  mind  to  a  boil,  and  in  Massachusetts  to 
outright  defiance. 

Organization  in  that  Colony  of  companies  of  “Minute  Men,” 
armed  and  drilled  to  repulse  any  military  attack  on  their  property 
or  persons,  had  become  universal,  and  only  to  a  lesser  extent  in 
other  colonies.  William  Onthank  and  his  three  sons,  James,  Joseph 
and  William,  Jr.,  were  members  of  two  Southborough  companies; 
William,  James  and  Joseph  in  Captain  Josiah  Fay’s  company,  and 
William,  Jr.  in  Captain  Elijah  Bellows’  company. 

Soon  after  daylight  on  the  unforgettable  “Nineteenth  of  April 
in  Seventy-Five,”  on  Lexington  Common,  war  came  to  the  Colonies. 
There,  the  seventy  armed  Minute  Men  of  that  town,  under  Captain 
Jonas  Parker,  defied  the  advance  of  six  companies  of  British 
regulars.  There  Captain  Parker  spoke  the  immortal  words,  “Stand 
your  ground!  Don’t  fire  unless  fired  upon!  But  if  they  mean  to  have 
a  war,  let  it  begin  here!”  There  was  a  volley  from  the  British 
troops.  Another.  A  charge.  Captain  Parker  was  cut  down.  A 
number  of  Minute  Men  were  killed  and  wounded.  The  War  for 
American  Independence  HAD  begun  there. 

The  British  troops  continued  their  march  to  Concord  to  destroy 
the  Colonials’  military  stores  there.  Outside  of  the  town,  three 
companies  were  stationed  to  guard  Concord  Bridge.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  however,  spurring  messengers  had  raised  the  alarm  to  many 
Middlesex  villages  and  farms.  From  them  a  force  of  over  three 
hundred  Minute  Men  had  hastily  assembled  at  Concord  Bridge, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Concord  River.  Courageously,  they  deter¬ 
mined  to  force  a  passage  to  the  town  to  prevent  its  being  burned. 
They  advanced  on  the  British  with  fife  and  drum  playing  and 
were  met  with  a  few  scattering  shots,  then  a  volley.  At  first 
surprised,  the  Colonials  returned  the  fire  and  finally  drove  the 
British  back  to  the  town,  whence  they  soon  started  the  long,  battle- 
harried  retreat  to  Boston. 

According  to  current  accounts,  the  warning  messengers,  shout¬ 
ing  “The  British  are  coming!”  dashed  into  Sudbury,  next  to  South- 
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borough,  between  three  and  four  o’clock  in  the  morning.  By  six 
o’clock  the  Sudbury  and  Southborough  companies  of  Minute  Men 
were  hastening  to  the  support  of  their  compatriots  at  Concord.  It 
was  about  a  20-mile  march,  and  the  battle  at  the  Bridge  was 
finished  long  before  the  Southborough  Minute  Men  could  bring 
help.  These  Colonial  reinforcements  did  arrive  in  time  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  determined  fight  made  by  the  British  at  Merriam’s 
Corner,  near  Lexington,  and  to  join  the  other  hundreds  of  enraged 
patriots  in  harassing  the  British  retreat  from  behind  farmwall  and 
tree  on  their  long,  weary  withdrawal  to  Boston. 

William  Onthank,  private,  age  48,  James  Onthank,  private,  age 
21,  and  Joseph  Onthank,  private,  age  19,  all  answered  the  alarm 
and  marched  with  Captain  Fay’s  company;  and  William  Onthank, 
Jr.,  private,  age  17,  marched  with  Captain  Bellows’  company.  Thus, 
all  four  male  Onthanks  then  living  in  America  took  part  in  the 
first  engagement  of  the  war  to  make  their  country  into  a  new 
nation.  That  is  a  record  which  can  not  be  exceeded. 

The  embattled  Minute  Men  did  not  disperse  at  once.  Many  of 
them  congregated  at  Cambridge,  where  they  were  organized  into 
regiments,  and  became  the  nucleus  of  the  American  Army  which, 
first  under  General  Artemus  Ward,  and  later  under  General 
George  Washington,  besieged  the  British  in  Boston.  Once  the 
first  excitement  was  over,  William  Onthank  bethought  himself  of 
his  family  and  his  farm,  and  betook  himself  to  them.  His  total 
service  at  the  Lexington-Concord  campaign  was  four  days. 

This  in-and-out  service  of  the  Colonials  in  their  army  was  one 
of  General  Washington’s  greatest  problems.  Whenever  British 
forces  threatened  any  particular  part  of  the  Colonies,  they  were 
opposed  by  strong  forces  of  local  militia  as  a  supplement  to 
whatever  Continental  Army  regulars  were  present.  Once  the 
danger  passed,  the  militia  went  back  to  their  homes.  In  a 
new  country  where  the  subsistence  of  its  army  depended  on  the 
food  and  other  supplies  which  could  be  grown  or  made  there, 
without  benefit  of  imports,  such  periodic  military  service  could  be 
expected  and  is  not  to  be  decried.  It  has  been  estimated,  however, 
that  the  real  core  of  Washington’s  army,  the  long-term  enlisted 
“Continentals,”  never  exceeded  about  25,000  troops. 

William  Onthank’s  military  service  was  of  that  periodic  type. 
With  the  crops  in,  and  the  British  still  active  around  Boston, 
William  enlisted  in  the  Continental  Army  on  December  4,  1775,  as 
a  Sergeant  in  Captain  Silas  Gates’  company  of  Colonel  Ward’s 
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regiment,  and  served  until  January  13,  1776.  Ten  months  passed, 
and  William  again  enlisted,  and  is  carried  on  a  return  of  November 
13,  1776;  he  was  in  an  engagement,  probably  a  raid  by  British 
troops,  on  December  2,  1776.  On  February  1,  1777,  William  was 
commissioned  a  First  Lieutenant,  with  his  commission  back-dated 
to  December  1,  1776,  and  he  continued  his  three-months  service 
at  Dorchester  Heights  until  March  1,  1777. 

In  the  Autumn  of  that  year,  the  alarm  was  again  raised  in 
Massachusetts  because  of  the  invasion  of  the  British  General 
Burgoyne’s  army  from  Canada  down  the  Hudson  River,  with  the 
intent  of  cutting  off  New  England  from  the  other  Colonies.  A  force 
of  Colonial  troops,  under  General  John  Stark,  was  recruited  to 
defend  the  Vermont  area,  and  the  call  went  out  for  help  from 
nearby  Colonies.  William  Onthank  again  answered  the  alarm,  en¬ 
listing  in  Captain  Seth  Newton’s  company  of  Colonel  Whitney’s 
regiment  on  August  21,  1777.  The  command  travelled  to  Hadley  in 
Massachusetts  by  horse,  but  by  that  time  Stark  had  defeated  the 
British  at  Bennington,  Vermont,  and  William  saw  no  action.  That 
expedition  ended  William  Onthank’s  Revolutionary  War  service. 

The  war  finished,  William  resumed  the  ways  of  peace,  which 
saw  him  accumulating  more  land.  It  is  of  interest  that  his 
brother-in-law,  Benjamin  Wait,  Barbara’s  husband,  had  also 
bought  property  in  Southborough,  although  he  continued  to  live 
in  Malden.  In  June  1785,  William  bought  from  Benjamin  Wait 
part  of  a  dwelling  house  and  14  acres  of  land,  bounded  by  the 
land  of  Samuel  Wait,  Jr.  Six  years  later,  however,  William  resold 
that  property  to  the  same  Samuel  Wait,  Jr.  In  August  1785,  William 
added  eight  acres  of  land  in  Framingham  to  his  holdings. 

Then,  on  December  28,  1794,  Elisabeth  James  Onthank  died,  at 
the  age  of  68.  A  little  over  two  months  later,  on  March  8,  1795,  Wil¬ 
liam  Onthank  was  married  for  a  second  time,  in  Southborough.  His 
new  wife  was  Jane  Jarvis  (#501-B),  a  woman  of  52  years.  Little 
is  known  about  her  except  that  she  died  eight  years  later,  on 
June  16,  1803. 

In  the  meantime,  William,  like  so  many  of  his  countrymen, 
had  become  enraged  over  the  economic  situation  in  the  new  Con¬ 
federation  of  States.  The  war  had  left  each  state  deeply  in 
debt,  and  most  of  the  people  were  in  the  same  condition.  Paper 
money  was  practically  worthless,  and  specie  was  difficult  to  possess, 
farmers  particularly  were  losing  their  property  and  debtors  were 
being  jailed.  Disorders  broke  out  all  over  the  country  in  1786. 
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In  Massachusetts,  disorders  became  rebellion.  Courthouses  were 
seized,  the  courts  were  prevented  from  sitting,  and  force  was  used 
to  prevent  sheriffs  from  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the  courts. 
Captain  Daniel  Shays  was  the  leader  in  the  movement,  and  he 
evidently  had  a  believing  follower  in  William  Onthank.  On  Sep¬ 
tember  25,  1786,  the  Town  of  Southborough  held  a  meeting  on 
the  subject  and  voted  to  send  a  delegate  to  a  rebellion  convention 
to  be  held  near  Worcester;  William  Onthank  was  the  first  delegate 
chosen,  at  age  of  59.  Later,  however,  he  was  superceded  by  his 
former  commander,  Captain  Seth  Newton.  It  is  evident  that  Wil¬ 
liam  Onthank  was  not  one  to  avoid  a  fight  for  justice,  be  it  against 
the  French,  the  British  Crown,  or  his  own  new  State.  Conditions 
gradually  improved,  and  the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  1787  did  much  to  settle  both  political 
and  economic  troubles. 

Although  William  was  76  years  old  when  his  second  wife  died, 
he  was  not  one  to  abide  living  alone,  and  on  December  4,  1803, 
he  married  a  third  wife,  Sally  Phillips  (#501-C),  in  Southborough. 
Sally  was  a  young  woman  of  25  years,  and  much  has  been  spoken 
and  written  in  our  Family  about  this  match,  including  the  erro¬ 
neous  statement,  widely  quoted,  that  “William,  at  80,  married  a 
girl  of  18.”  Both  a  current  Family  record  and  the  Southborough 
Vital  Records  state,  “Sally,  widow  of  William,  died  on  February  8, 
1821,  age  43”;  so  she  would  have  been  born  in  1778,  and  have 
been  25  years  old  when  she  married  William,  then  aged  76. 

What  has  caused  as  much,  if  not  more,  Family  discussion  is  the 
fact  that  William  and  Sally  had  two  children:  Benjamin  (#605),  born 
October  2,  1804,  and  Thankful  Sally  (#606),  born  in  1806,  both  in 
Southboro,  as  the  name  of  the  town  had  come  to  be  spelled.  Their 
father  knew  them  but  little,  for  William  Onthank,  the  80-year 
patriarch,  died  on  April  22,  1807,  in  Southboro,  and  was  buried  in 
“The  Old  Burying  Ground”  there. 

William’s  will  is  interesting,  both  in  its  provisions  and  in  its 
omission.  It  was  dated  January  1,  1806,  and  provided: 

To  son  James:  All  the  home  farm,  including  land  bought  of 
Ezra  Taylor  and  Joseph  Wetherbee,  about  75  acres,  and  about 
7  acres  bought  of  Mark  Collins  and  Joseph  Newton,  bounded  by 
the  land  of  Joseph  Onthank.  Also,  25  acres  of  land  in  Framing¬ 
ham;  pew  in  Meeting  House;  cattle  and  swine;  also  use  and  im¬ 
provements  of  the  farm  where  he  now  lives. 

To  son  William,  Jr.:  The  use  and  improvement  of  the  farm 
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where  he  now  lives  in  Southboro,  he  to  pay  the  executors  $200  in  2 
years. 

To  daughter  Elisabeth,  wife  of  Benjamin  Morse:  $120  and 
household  goods. 

To  daughter  Ruth,  wife  of  Ebenezer  Hide:  $100. 

To  wife  Sally:  household  goods;  Sally  declines  the  right  of  dower. 

To  son  Benjamin:  $1,000. 

A  codicil  dated  January  1,  1807,  bequeathed:  To  daughter, 
Thankful  Sally:  $50. 

Bond  was  required  in  $20,000.  One  of  the  witnesses  was  James 
Onthank. 

The  one  omission  is  noticeable:  No  bequest  was  made  to 
Joseph  Onthank,  the  second  son.  Since  it  is  apparent  that  William 
had  already  provided  small  farms  for  sons  James  and  William,  Jr. 
out  of  his  larger  property,  is  is  possible  that  Joseph  had  already 
received  such  a  farm  and  had  already  paid  for  it,  as  William,  Jr. 
was  required  to  do. 

Thus,  William  Onthank  died  a  rich  man,  holding  well  over 
100  acres  of  land,  and  valuing  his  estate,  to  judge  from  the  bond 
required,  at  over  $20,000,  a  small  fortune  in  1807. 

To  the  last,  therefore,  William  Onthank  fulfilled  his  duty  of  pro¬ 
viding  a  solid  foundation  for  the  future  of  his  sons  and  daughters 
and  the  following  Onthank  Family. 
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5. 


The  Sixth  Generation 


The  rapid  increase  in  the  numbers  of  the  Onthank 
Family  makes  it  necessary  from  this  point  forward  to  treat  their 
biographies  on  a  genealogical  basis,  with  less  of  an  historical  ap¬ 
proach  but  no  less  informational,  so  far  as  the  data  are  available. 

600.  JAMES  ONTHANK,  eldest  son  of  William  (501)  and 
Elisabeth  James  Onthank  (501-A),  was  born  in  Southboro  on  June 
10,  1753.  Like  his  father,  James  was  a  Minute  Man  in  the  company 
of  Captain  Josiah  Fay,  which  marched  on  the  alarm  of  April  19, 
1775,  to  the  Lexington-Concord  battle.  After  five  days  encamped 
at  Cambridge,  James  was  enlisted  into  the  Army  on  April  24, 
and  served  in  Colonel  Jonathan  Ward’s  32d  Regiment,  which 
later  was  in  support  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  His  service  at 
this  time  was  3  months  and  15  days.  He  was  again  on  a  company 
return  in  October  1775,  and  as  a  sergeant  from  December  20,  1776, 
to  March  1,  1777,  at  Dorchester  Heights. 

Later  in  1777,  James  served  1  month  and  10  days  in  July  and 
August  in  connection  with  Burgoyne’s  invasion  and  the  battle  at 
Bennington,  Vermont.  In  1778,  James  served  5  months,  from 
July  13  to  December  12,  as  private  and  sergeant  in  Colonel  Ger- 
rish’s  regiment  of  guards  in  Massachusetts. 

Following  his  service  in  the  war,  James  returned  to  farming 
at  Southboro  with  his  father,  and  after  William’s  death  in  1807,  con¬ 
tinued  to  farm  the  more  than  100  acres  left  to  him  in  Fayville. 

On  October  18,  1781,  at  Southboro,  James  married  Elizabeth 
Newton  (600-A),  of  the  same  town,  who  was  born  there  on  October 
10,  1751,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Elizabeth  (Howe)  Newton.  Her 
family  had  been  early  settlers  in  the  area,  as  Richard  Newton 
had  come  to  neighboring  Sudbury  as  one  of  its  first  proprietors  in 
1040,  and  had  moved  on  to  Marlboro  as  one  of  its  first  thirteen 
settlers  in  1660,  when  that  locality  was  on  the  pioneer  front.  His 
land  lay  in  what  came  to  be  Southboro  after  a  later  land  division. 
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Elizabeth  died  at  Southboro  on  March  31,  1809. 

Children: 

700.  Jeduthan,  b.  Oct.  31,  1782. 

701.  Levina,  b.  Jan.  29,  1785. 

702.  William,  b.  Feb.  26,  1788. 

703.  James,  b.  Aug.  25,  1790. 

704.  Elizabeth,  b.  Mar.  20,  1794. 

705.  Mary,  b.  Mar.  26,  1798. 

James  Onthank  was  married  again,  on  December  31,  1809,  at 
Southboro,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Warren  Maynard  (600-B),  widow  of 
Stephen  Maynard,  of  Westboro.  She  was  born  on  May  1,  1759, 
place  unknown.  They  had  no  children. 

James  Onthank  died  at  Southboro  on  January  15,  1821.  His 
widow,  Sarah,  was  later  married  to  Luther  Maynard  on  December 
29,  1824,  at  Westboro. 

601.  JOSEPH  ONTHANK,  second  son  of  William  (501)  and 
Elisabeth  James  Onthank  (501-A),  was  born  at  Southboro  on  June 
16,  1755.  He,  too,  was  a  member  of  the  Minute  Men  in  the  company 
of  Captain  Josiah  Fay,  with  his  father  and  his  brother,  James, 
and  marched  on  the  alarm  of  April  19,  1775,  to  the  Lexington- 
Concord  battle,  when  he  was  not  quite  20  years  old.  Thereafter,  he 
served  for  16  days  with  the  Colonial  Army  at  Cambridge,  but  did 
not  enlist  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  returned  to  Southboro  to 
help  on  the  farm.  His  other  Revolutionary  War  service  was  6 
days  in  Colonel  Whitney’s  regiment  at  the  time  of  the  Burgoyne 
invasion,  again  in  the  same  company  with  his  father. 

Soon  after  his  initial  military  service,  Joseph  married  Lucy 
Amsden  (601-A),  in  Southboro  on  September  19,  1776.  The  Amsden 
family  was  an  old  and  numerous  one  around  Marlboro. 

Children : 

706.  Elizabeth,  b.  Mar.  6,  1777. 

707.  John,  b.  June  8,  1779. 

708.  Stillman,  b.  Jan.  21,  1784. 

709.  Lucy,  b.  Sept.  18,  1786. 

In  his  father’s  will,  Joseph,  alone  of  the  seven  children,  received 
no  bequest.  No  reason  is  known  or  appears  on  the  surface  for 
such  omission,  unless  it  be  that  Joseph  married  earlier  than  the 
other  sons  and  probably  received  his  farm  lot  from  his  father, 
William,  and  paid  for  it  before  his  father’s  death,  unlike  James 
and  William,  Jr. 

Joseph’s  tombstone  in  The  Old  Burying  Ground  at  Southboro 
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recites,  “The  Most  Respected  Mr.  Joseph  Onthank  who  died  March 
31,  1820. ”  His  wife,  Lucy,  died  five  years  later  on  May  27,  1825. 

602.  WILLIAM  ONTHANK,  JR.,  third  son  of  William  (501)  and 
Elisabeth  James  Onthank  (501-A),  was  born  at  Southboro  on  July 
1,  1757.  He  was  the  youngest  member  of  the  Southboro  family,  at 
not  quite  18  years,  to  answer  the  alarm  of  April  19,  1775,  and  to  take 
part  in  the  Lexington-Concord  battle,  as  a  private  in  Captain 
Elijah  Bellows’  company  of  Minute  Men,  with  which  he  later 
served  for  16  days  at  Cambridge.  On  April  24,  1775,  he  enlisted 
in  the  Continental  Army,  and  was  assigned,  with  his  brother, 
James,  to  Captain  Josiah  Fay’s  company  of  Colonel  Jonathan 
Ward’s  32d  Regiment,  with  which  he  served  until  October  7,  1775, 
and  which  acted  as  a  support  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

In  the  following  year,  William,  Jr.,  served  with  his  father  in 
Colonel  Dike’s  regiment,  from  September  1776  through  March  1, 
1777,  at  Dorchester  Heights.  Soon  afterwards,  on  May  13,  1777,  he 
enlisted  in  the  Continental  Army  for  three  years,  and  was  assigned 
to  Captain  Aaron  Haynes’  company  of  the  13th  Massachusetts 
Infantry,  Colonel  Edward  Wigglesworth  commanding,  of  General 
Glover’s  Brigade.  These  troops  were  the  famous  “Continental 
Line,’’  the  hard  core  of  Washington’s  Army.  William,  Jr.,  was  on 
a  muster  roll  for  May  1778  at  Valley  Forge,  where  the  troops  of 
the  Continental  Army  suffered  so  grievously.  He  was  discharged 
at  West  Point,  N.Y.,  on  May  13,  1780.  For  his  Revoutionary  War 
services,  William,  Jr.,  was  granted  a  Federal  pension  of  $8.00  a 
month  in  1818. 

About  a  year  after  his  discharge,  William  Onthank,  Jr.,  married 
Submit  (“Mitte”)  Newton  (602-A)  in  Southboro  on  Valentine’s  Day, 
February  14,  1781.  Mitte  was  the  daughter  of  Joel  and  Lydia 
(Berry)  Newton  of  Southboro,  also  descendants  of  Richard  Newton, 
early  settler  of  Sudbury  and  Marlboro,  and  a  third  cousin  to 
Elizabeth  Newton,  wife  of  James  Onthank. 

As  was  his  custom,  William  Onthank,  Senior,  set  aside  a  farm 
lot,  and  helped  to  build  a  house  for  his  son,  William,  Jr.,  for  which 
gradual  payment  was  to  be  made.  This  home  was  later  referred 
to  by  members  of  the  Family  as  “The  Little  Homestead.”  William, 
Jr.,  became  a  Deacon  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

William,  Jr.,  and  his  wife,  Mitte,  set  about  raising  a  family, 
and  were  eminently  successful,  with  thirteen  children,  of  whom 
twelve  survived,  an  unusual  record  for  those  sad  days  of  a  large 


42 


THE  ONTHANK  FAMILY 

percentage  of  infant  deaths.  Those  twelve  children,  furthermore, 
had  238  descendants,  who  comprise  about  eighty  per  cent  of  the 
total  number  of  Onthanks  who  were  born  thereafter. 

Children: 

710.  Joel,  b.  Aug.  14,  1781. 

711.  Lydia,  b.  Oct.  29,  1783. 

712.  Barbara,  b.  June  22,  1785. 

713.  Sabra,  b.  Dec.  18,  1786. 

714.  Emerson,  b.  Aug.  2,  1789. 

715.  Lovel,  b.  June  15,  1791. 

716.  Mitte,  b.  May  7,  1793. 

717.  William  Newton,  b.  Dec.  28,  1794. 

718.  Curtis,  b.  Nov.  6,  1797. 

719.  .Nabby,  b.  Jan.  29,  1799. 

720.  Sally,  b.  Apr.  30,  1801. 

721.  Gulielmus,  b.  May  31,  1803;  d.  June  16,  1804. 

722.  Gulielmus,  b.  Mar.  28,  1805. 

It  can  easily  be  seen  that  the  “Little  Homestead”  became  quite 
crowded  with  children  and  that  the  older  boys,  as  soon  as  they 
had  worked  on  the  farm  long  enough  to  compensate  morally  for 
their  “raising,”  were  eager  to  find  new  and  further  fields  for  their 
futures.  It  was  William,  Jr.’s  children,  therefore,  who  furnished 
some  of  the  pioneers  in  the  movement  of  the  early  Americans  to 
the  West. 

Submit  (“Mitte”)  Onthank,  the  heroic  mother  of  all  those  chil¬ 
dren,  died  in  Southboro  on  January  28,  1812.  Nine  months  later, 
William,  Jr.,  married  Lydia  Mellen,  also  spelled  Mellon  (602-B), 
in  Holliston,  a  nearby  village,  on  September  28,  1812.  They  had 
no  children. 

William  Onthank,  Jr.,  died,  only  two  years  after  receiving  his 
Revolutionary  War  pension  of  $8.00  a  month,  in  Southboro  on 
January  6,  1820.  His  widow,  Lydia,  married,  Ebenezer  Sumner  of 
Milford,  on  November  26,  1822;  the  records  read,  “Lydia  Unthank.” 
The  dates  of  her  birth  and  death  are  not  known. 

603.  ELISABETH  ONTHANK,  first  daughter  of  William  (501) 
and  Elisabeth  James  Onthank  (501-A),  and  named  for  her  mother, 
was  born  in  Southboro  on  May  28,  1759.  On  March  12,  1787,  she 
was  married  in  Westboro  to  Benjamin  Morse,  for  whom  no  record 
of  birth  has  been  found.  Neither  has  any  record  of  any  children 
been  found,  and  Family  correspondence  indicates  that  they  had 
none.  Dates  and  places  of  death  of  Elisabeth  and  Benjamin  are 
missing. 
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604.  RUTH  ONTHANK,  second  daughter  of  William  (501)  and 
Elisabeth  James  Onthank  (501-A),  and  named  for  her  grandmother, 
Ruth  Curtis  (400-A),  was  born  in  Southboro  on  July  1,  1765.  In 
1784,  probably  in  Southboro,  she  married  Ebenezer  Hide  (Hyde), 
whose  birthplace  and  date  are  missing.  They  had  four  children: 

1.  Ebenezer,  b.  June  6,  1785,  in  Southboro;  d.  Jan.  20,  1882. 

2.  Ruth,  b.  Dec.  1786,  in  Southboro;  d.  Jan.  17,  1804. 

3.  William,  b.  May  31,  1789;  d.  Nov.  1,  1869. 

4.  Rebecca,  b.  Mar.  28,  1791;  d.  Apr.  11,  1810. 

Ruth  Onthank  Hide  died  in  1793,  probably  in  Southboro,  at  the 
age  of  28.  Her  husband  married  Rebeccah  Fay  in  Southboro  on 
March  28,  1809;  they  had  a  family  of  six  boys  and  five  girls. 

605.  BENJAMIN  ONTHANK,  son  of  William  (501)  and  Sally 
Phillips  Onthank  (501-C),  was  born  in  Southboro  on  October  2, 
1804,  when  his  father  was  77  years  old.  He  was  an  infant  of  2V2 
years  when  his  father  died,  and  only  16  years  old  when  his  mother 
died.  It  is  possible  that  Benjamin  was  brought  up  by  William 
Onthank,  Jr.,  for  he  lived  later  and  died  at  Milford,  which  was 
also  the  home  of  William,  Jr.’s  second  wife,  Lydia  Mellen 
Onthank,  after  her  second  marriage,  to  Ebenezer  Sumner,  of  Mil¬ 
ford. 

On  June  14,  1829,  Benjamin  married  Julia  Ann  Moore  (605-A), 
who  was  born  in  1809,  place  not  known.  Following  the  birth  of  an 
unnamed  son  on  February  3,  1830  (723),  at  Southboro,  who  lived 
only  two  days,  they  had  a  daughter,  Julia  Ann  Alvira  Onthank 
(724),  born  February  3,  1831,  at  Southboro,  and  a  son,  Forest  A. 
Onthank  (725),  who  was  born  at  Southboro  on  October  3,  1836. 
Benjamin’s  wife,  Julia,  died  at  Westboro  on  September  6,  1839,  at 
the  age  of  30. 

Benjamin  was  married  again,  date  and  place  not  known,  to 
“Abbie  K.“  (605-B),  who  was  born  in  1820  and  died  in  1860,  and 
was  buried  at  Southboro.  They  had  no  children.  Benjamin 
Onthank  lived  to  be  almost  80;  he  died  on  February  23,  1884,  at 
Milford,  and  was  buried  in  “The  New  Cemetery”  at  Southboro. 


606.  THANKFUL  SALLY  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  William 
(601)  and  Sally  Phillips  Onthank  (501-C),  was  born  in  Southboro 
ln  1806,  and  was  about  a  year  old  when  her  father  died.  Little 
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more  is  known  of  her  except  that  on  April  18,  1825,  she  married 
Nathan  Collins  of  Hopkinton.  They  had  two  children: 

1.  Angeline  Eliza,  b.  June  12,  1826,  1826,  at  Southboro. 

2.  Augustus  Ferdinand,  b.  June  20,  1829,  at  Southboro;  d.  June  23, 

1832,  at  Southboro. 

There  is  no  further  record  of  Thankful  Sally  or  of  Nathan 
Collins  in  Southboro  or  in  any  of  the  surrounding  towns. 


6. 


The  Seventh  Generation 


Between  1777  and  1805  there  had  been  twenty-three 
children  born  to  the  three  sons  of  William  Onthank,  Sr.,  in  their 
separate  homes  on  William’s  estate  in  Southboro,  as  well  as  two 
more  children  to  William  and  Sally.  It  is  little  wonder,  therefore, 
that  there  began  in  this  seventh  generation  a  general  dispersal  to 
nearby  and  even  distant  and  less-crowded  places,  which  was  to 
continue  thenceforth.  This  marks  a  definite  landmark  in  the  Fam¬ 
ily’s  history  at  Southboro. 

700.  JEDUTHAN  ONTHANK,  first  son  and  child  of  James  (600) 
and  Elizabeth  Newton  Onthank  (600-A),  was  born  in  Southboro  on 
October  31,  1782.  On  New  Year’s  Day  of  1309  in  Southboro,  he 
married  a  widow,  Eunice  Fisher  Amsden  (700-A),  who  was  born 
in  1784  and  had  married  William  Amsden  on  September  14,  1802, 
and  had  had  three  children  by  him:  Galand,  son,  b.  1802;  Suky, 
daughter,  b.  1805;  and  Lee,  son,  b.  1807. 

Jeduthan  was  the  first  of  the  Onthanks  to  stray  from  Southboro. 
He  first  moved  to  Dorchester,  a  suburb  of  Boston,  and  there  had 
a  daughter,  named  for  her  mother,  Eunice.  His  next  two  children 
were  born  in  Southboro,  indicating  that  he  had  returned  to  the 
Family  farm,  even  though  for  only  a  short  period.  His  later 
wanderings  took  him  to  Bolton,  Litchfield,  Conn.,  Staten  Island, 
N.Y.,  and  finally,  to  New  Haven,  Conn.  His  wife,  Eunice,  died 
at  Southboro  on  November  23,  1830,  and  it  may  have  been  this 
event,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  by  this  time  his  brother,  William, 
had  inherited  the  “Large  Homestead”  and  its  farm,  that  kept 
him  on  a  traveller’s  path.  He  died  in  Hamden,  Conn.,  the  home  of 
his  only  son,  on  November  30,  1867,  aged  87  years. 

Children:  , 

800.  Eunice,  b.  Oct.  12,  1810. 

801.  Mary,  b.  Nov.  18,  1813. 

802.  John  James,  b.  March  15,  1819. 

803.  Clarissa,  b.  about  1820. 
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701.  LEVINA  ONTHANK  (LOVINA),  the  second  child  and 
first  daughter  of  James  (600)  and  Elizabeth  Newton  Onthank 
(600-A),  was  born  in  Southboro  on  January  29,  1785.  When  she 
was  17  years  old,  she  married  Michael  (Micah)  Adams  of  Wal¬ 
tham,  in  Southboro,  on  April  5,  1812.  They  had  no  children.  It  is 
not  known  where  they  lived  or  where  and  when  they  died;  the 
Massachusetts  records  are  blank  on  the  subject. 

702.  WILLIAM  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  second  son  of  James 
(600)  and  Elizabeth  Newton  Onthank  (600-A),  was  born  in  Southboro 
on  February  26,  1788.  On  the  death  of  his  father  in  1821,  and 
because  his  elder  brother,  Jeduthan,  had  evidently  given  up  farm¬ 
ing  and  had  left  Southboro,  William  inherited  the  bulk  of  his 
grandfather,  William,  Sr.’s  land  holdings,  including  the  “Large 
Homestead,”  which  he  continued  to  farm. 

On  July  2,  1820,  at  Marlboro,  William  married  Dolly  How  (702-A). 
Dolly  was  the  daughter  of  Winslow  and  Dolly  (Hayden)  Howe  of 
Marlboro;  Dolly  was  baptised  in  Marlboro  on  November  1,  1797; 
one  Family  record  states  that  her  birth  date  was  April  26,  1796,  at 
Marlboro.  The  Howe  and  Rice  families,  from  whom  Dolly  How  was 
descended,  were  early  settlers  of  Sudbury  in  1639,  and  had  been 
very  prominent  in  church  affairs  there  and  in  Marlboro. 

Their  children: 

804.  Sullivan  Fay,  b.  Oct.  18,  1820. 

805.  Son,  unnamed,  b.  Mar.  24,  1822;  d.  same  date. 

806.  William  Harrison,  b.  Feb.  15,  1823. 

807.  Jonas  Russell,  b.  Apr.  21,  1824. 

808.  Son,  name  missing,  b.  Jan.  1826;  d.  Mar.  1,  1826. 

William  Onthank  died  at  Southboro  on  July  29,  1824,  at  age  36. 

Dolly  How  Onthank  gave  birth  to  a  son,  Frederick  Winslow 
Onthank  (809),  on  September  6,  1827,  at  Southboro,  father  un¬ 
known.  On  March  9,  1830,  she  married  John  G.  Pease  of  Marlboro. 
They  had  three  children: 

1.  Mary  Jane,  b.  1830. 

2.  John;  unmarried. 

3.  Elizabeth. 

Dolly  How  Onthank  Pease  died  on  November  18,  1872,  and 
was  buried  at  Southboro. 

703.  JAMES  ONTHANK  (JR.),  fourth  child  and  third  son  of 
James  (600)  and  Elizabeth  Newton  Onthank  (600-A),  was  bom  in 
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Southboro  on  August  25,  1790,  and  died  there  on  April  6,  1813,  age 
22.  He  was  unmarried. 

704.  ELIZABETH  ONTHANK  (BETSEY),  fifth  child  and  second 
daughter  of  James  (600)  and  Elizabeth  Newton  Onthank  (600-A), 
and  named  for  her  mother,  was  born  in  Southboro  on  March  20, 
1794,  and  died  there  on  October  11,  1817,  age  21.  She  was  un¬ 
married. 

705.  MARY  ONTHANK  (POLLY),  sixth  child  and  third  daughter 
of  James  (600)  and  Elizabeth  Newton  Onthank  (600-A),  was  born 
in  Southboro  on  March  26,  1798,  and  died  there  on  August  18,  1817, 
age  19.  She  was  unmarried. 

706.  ELIZABETH  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  Joseph  (601)  and 
Lucy  Amsden  Onthank,  and  named  after  her  grandmother, 
Elisabeth  James  Onthank  (501-A),  was  born  in  Southboro  on  March 
6,  1777,  the  first-born  grandchild  of  William  Onthank,  Sr. 

On  May  27,  1802,  she  married  Joseph  Fay  at  Southboro,  who 
had  been  born  there  on  November  26,  1780,  son  of  Nathan  and 
Lucy  (Bemis)  Fay.  The  Fay  family  had  come  to  Watertown  in 
1639,  and  had  been  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Marlboro,  and 
of  that  part  later  set  off  as  Southboro.  Various  members  of  the 
family  had  held  high  ranks  in  the  Colonial  Wars  and  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  had  been  prominent  as  Town  officials. 

Children: 

1.  John  Onthank,  b.  May  1,  1803;  became  a  physician  in  New  York. 

2.  Betsey,  b.  May  13,  1805;  died  young. 

3.  Nancy  Maria,  b.  June  13,  1807;  d.  Jan.  30,  1828. 

4.  Joseph,  b.  Oct.  10,  1809. 

5.  Sophia,  b.  Apr.  7,  1812;  m.  Jedediah  C.  Hartington. 

6.  Julia,  b.  Dec.  6,  1814;  d.  May  3,  1826. 

7.  Hariot  Newel,  b.  Oct.  18,  1817;  died  young. 

8.  Roxy  Jane,  b.  Sept.  4,  1822;  d.  Mar.  29,  1826. 

Elizabeth  Onthank  Fay  died  at  Southboro  on  January  23,  1826, 
age  48.  Her  husband,  Joseph  Fay,  died  there  on  September  25, 
1832,  age  51. 

707.  JOHN  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  first  son  of  Joseph 
(601)  and  Lucy  Amsden  Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro  on  June 
8,  1779,  and  died  there  on  January  23,  1797,  age  18.  He  was  un¬ 
married. 
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708.  STILLMAN  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  second  son  of 
Joseph  (601)  and  Lucy  Amsden  Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro 
on  January  21,  1784.  One  family  record  states  that  he  was  a  large, 
powerful  man  and  that  he  had  gone  to  the  Far  West  where  he 
became  a  judge;  there  is  no  confirmation  of  this  statement,  and 
the  date  and  place  of  Stillman’s  death  have  not  been  found. 

On  June  24,  1813,  Stillman  married  Lucretia  How  (708-A)  at 
Southboro.  She  was  born  in  Marlboro  on  January  19,  1782,  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Abigail  How,  and  was  a  cousin  of  Dolly 
How  (702-A).  She  died  at  Southboro  on  July  20,  1819.  They  had 
one  child,  Olive  Parker  (Dolly)  (810),  who  was  born  at  Southboro 
on  October  29,  1816,  and  died  there  on  January  1,  1820,  age  3 
years. 

709.  LUCY  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  second  daughter  of 
Joseph  (601)  and  Lucy  Amsden  Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro 
on  September  18,  1786,  and  was  named  for  her  mother.  In  1809  she 
married  Adonijah  Sanger,  whose  birth  date  and  place  have  not 
been  fund. 

Whether  as  an  assistant  to  the  Town  Clerk,  or  as  an  amateur 
historian,  is  uncertain,  but  in  1804  Lucy  Onthank  began  what  has 
since  become  known  as  the  “Lucy  Sanger  Book,”  a  record  which 
she  entitled,  “Deaths  in  Southboro,  1804-1827.”  This  small,  card¬ 
board-covered,  3  x  4-inch  notebook  has  twenty  pages  filled  with 
handwritten  notes  concerning  the  demise  of  Southboro  inhab¬ 
itants  during  that  period,  starting  first  with  only  the  names  and 
year-dates,  and  later  widening  to  indicate  also  the  family  status 
and  the  day  and  month.  It  is  almost  fully  in  accord  with  the 
later  official  Southboro  Vital  Records  published  by  the  State  of 
Massachusetts.  The  little  book,  still  in  good  state  of  preserva¬ 
tion,  is  carefully  kept  by  the  Town  Clerk  of  Southboro. 

The  date  and  place  of  both  Lucy  and  Adonijah  Sanger’s  deaths 
have  not  been  found;  they  lived  in  Southboro  until  after  1826. 

Children: 

1.  Levi  Hervey,  b.  June  26,  1816;  d.  Apr.  10,  1838,  Hartford,  Conn. 

2.  Lucy  Ann,  b.  Aug.  14,  1818;  d.  Oct.  25,  1818. 

3.  Laura  Ann,  b.  Oct.  19,  1819;  d.  Nov.  1,  1819. 

4.  Joseph  Onthank,  b.  Apr.  11,  1821. 

5.  Lydia  Eliza,  b.  Nov.  16,  1822. 

6.  Betsey  Mari,  b.  Sept.  9,  1826;  d.  Dec.  27,  1826. 

7.  Abigail,  b - ;  d.  Sept.  22,  1825. 

All  births  and  deaths  were  at  Southboro. 
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710.  JOEL  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  William,  Jr.  (602)  and 
Submit  (Mitte)  Newton  Onthank  (602-A),  was  born  at  Southboro 
on  August  14,  1781,  and  was  named  after  his  maternal  grand¬ 
father,  Joel  Newton.  From  what  little  is  known  of  him,  he  prob¬ 
ably  continued  to  farm  there  after  the  death  of  his  father. 

Joel  was  notable  in  the  Family  for  insisting  that  it  had  originated 
in  Ireland,  that  property  was  there  belonging  to  the  Family  and 
was  awaiting  claimants,  and  that  he  intended  some  day  to  go  to 
Ireland  and  claim  his  just  inheritance.  He  never  went.  (See  Ap¬ 
pendix  D  for  discussion.)  He  also  claimed,  correctly,  that  the 
Family  name  had  been  changed  from  “Unthank”  to  “Onthank.” 

On  November  10,  1801,  Joel  married  Nancy  Flagg  (710-A),  in 
Hopkinton.  The  Flagg  family  had  been  early  settlers  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  and  in  the  Marlboro  area.  Nancy,  who  was  born  on 
January  23,  1781,  had  once  previously  announced  her  intention 
to  marry,  to  one  Samuel  Cody,  on  April  3,  1799,  but  according  to 
the  Hopkinton  church  records,  the  marriage  was  “forbidden  by 
the  women.” 

Children: 

811.  Gregory  (Grigorey),  b.  May  4,  1802. 

812.  William  Davis,  b.  Aug.  5,  1804. 

813.  Daniel  Gregory,  b.  Apr.  15,  1808. 

814.  Joel  Newton,  b.  Aug.  21,  1813. 

Nancy  Flagg  Onthank  died  at  Southboro  on  May  2,  1850,  and 
her  husband,  Joel,  followed  two  years  later,  on  March  15,  1852. 

711.  LYDIA  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  first  daughter  of 
William,  Jr.  (602)  and  Mitte  Newton  Onthank  (602-A),  was  born 
in  Southboro  on  October  29,  1783,  and  was  named  after  her 
maternal  grandmother,  Lydia  Berry  (Beary)  Newton.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  10,  1802,  she  married  William  Flagg,  brother  of  Nancy  Flagg 
who  had  married  Joel  Onthank  (710);  her  birth  date  and  place 
have  not  been  found,  but  were  probably  in  Hopkinton. 

Lydia  became  the  mother  of  the  largest  family  known  in  the 
Onthank  history,  fourteen  children,  all  born  at  Southboro,  of  whom 
ten  lived  to  maturity: 

1.  Leland,  b.  Jan.  17,  1803;  d.  Mar.  9,  1845. 

2.  Salley,  b.  Oct.  3, 1804;  m.  Temple  P.  Collins,  Westboro,  Apr.  5, 1823. 

3.  Charles,  b.  Feb.  13,  1807. 

4.  Rebeccah,  b.  Mar.  23,  1809;  d.  Sept.  16,  1813. 

5.  William,  b.  Feb.  24,  1811;  d.  Sept.  5,  1813. 

6.  Mitte  Newton,  b.  Sept.  1,  1812. 
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7.  Lydia  Berry,  b.  July  3,  1814;  d.  Oct.  23.  1814. 

8.  Nancy  Mari,  b.  June  24,  1816. 

9.  Hariot  White,  b.  May  4,  1818;  m.  James  N.  Trowbridge. 

10.  William  Harrison,  b.  Mar.  6,  1820;  d.  Oct.  10,  1821. 

11.  Louisa  Abigal,  b.  Mar.  6,  1822. 

12.  Roxia  Ann,  b.  Mar.  1,  1824. 

13.  Olive,  b.  Sept.  28,  1825. 

14.  Sullivan  Francis,  b.  May  30,  1828;  m.  Mary  A.  Whitney,  1849. 

Lydia  Onthank  Flagg  died  on  June  10,  1858.  Information  is  not 
available  as  to  William  Flagg’s  death. 

712.  BARBARA  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  second  daughter 
of  William,  Jr.  (602)  and  Mitte  Newton  Onthank  (602-A),  was  born 
at  Southboro  on  June  22,  1785.  Official  Southboro  Vital  Records 
state:  “Deaths;  Onthank,  infant  son  of  Barbara,  died  May  6, 

1801.” 

On  November  6,  1804,  Barbara  married  a  widower,  William 
Williams,  who  was  born  in  Southboro  on  August  17,  1771,  and 
whose  first  wife,  Sarah  (Sally)  Drury  Williams,  had  died  on 
March  14,  1804,  leaving  three  children,  Stephen,  Sally  and  William. 

Barbara  and  William  Williams  had  only  one  child,  Mary  Church 
Williams,  born  October  31,  1805.  Barbara  died  at  Southboro  on 
May  10,  1803.  William  Williams  married  a  third  time,  to  Bernice 
Bellows  of  Westboro. 

713.  SABRA  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  third  daughter  of 
William,  Jr.  (602)  and  Mitte  Newton  Onthank  (602-A),  was  born 
at  Southboro  on  December  18,  1786.  On  June  20,  1805,  she  married 
Joseph  Belknap,  Jr.,  of  Westboro,  son  of  Joseph  and  Esther  (Snow) 
Belknap,  who  was  born  there  on  May  17,  1778.  Nothing  is  known 
about  Sabra  except  the  names  of  her  nine  children,  all  but  the 
second  born  at  Hopkinton: 

1.  Levi,  b.  Aug.  15,  1809;  d.  June  3,  1815. 

2.  Joseph,  b.  Feb.  25,  1813,  at  Westboro. 

3.  Osborn,  b.  Dec.  5,  1814. 

4.  Eli,  b.  Nov.  19,  1817. 

5.  Sally,  b.  Feb.  17,  1820. 

6.  Ebenezer,  b.  May  14,  1822. 

7.  Patty,  b.  Jan  12,  1824. 

8.  Valentine  (son),  b.  Mar.  10,  1826. 

9.  Naaman,  b.  July  8,  1828. 

The  dates  and  places  of  Sabra  and  Joseph  Belknap,  Jr’s  deaths 
have  not  been  found. 
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714.  EMERSON  ONTHANK,  fifth  child  and  second  son  on  Wil¬ 
liam,  Jr.  (692)  and  Mitte  Newton  Onthank  (602-A),  was  born  at 
Southboro  on  August  2,  1789.  He  remained  there,  probably  as  a 
farmer  on  a  portion  of  his  father’s  land.  On  May  22,  1814,  Emerson 
married  Catherine  Miller  (714-A),  at  Westboro.  She  was  born  in 
that  town  on  July  1,  1796,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Hannah  Miller 
of  Hopkinton. 

Children: 

815.  Emerson  Newton,  b.  May  20,  1815. 

816.  Joseph  Mellon,  b.  Apr.  1,  1817. 

817.  Catherine  Abilgail,  b.  Apr.  19,  1820. 

818.  Francis  Augustus,  b.  Apr.  22,  1823;  d.  same  date. 

819.  Moses  M,  b.  Apr.  11,  1824. 

820.  Francis  Augustus,  b.  1827. 

821.  Alvira  Lorana,  b.  Apr.  19,  1829. 

822.  Dexter  Daniel,  b.  Feb.  24,  1832. 

823.  Sarah  Jane,  b.  June  23,  1835. 

Emerson  died  on  October  13,  1839,  age  50,  but  his  wife,  Catherine, 
lived  on,  with  her  son,  Emerson  Newton  Onthank,  until  she  was 
over  90  years  old,  blind  since  she  was  70,  and  died  on  August  1,  1886. 
That  appears  to  be  the  longevity  record  for  the  Onthank  Family. 

715.  LOVEL  ONTHANK,  sixth  child  and  third  son  of  William, 
Jr.  (602)  and  Mitte  Newton  Onthank  (602-A),  was  born  at  South- 
boro  on  June  15,  1791.  He  was  the  only  Onthank  of  this  generation 
to  carry  on  the  military  tradition  of  his  father  and  his  grandfather, 
as  he  was  enrolled  in  Massachusetts  as  a  “Minute  Man”  in  the 
War  of  1812. 

Lovel  was  the  second  of  William,  Jr.’s  sons  to  leave  his  home 
for  far  places,  and  he  established  an  unusual  record  in  doing  so.  In 
1817,  when  he  was  26,  Lovel  walked  through  the  woods  and  fields 
of  the  Appalachian  Mountains  to  Westfield,  in  Chautauqua  County, 
New  York,  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  a  distance  of  over  600  miles. 
One  Family  history  credits  Lovel  with  making  that  distance  in 
13  days,  a  difficult  feat  of  40  miles  a  day  even  for  those  hardy 
farmers.  There  he  was  occupied  as  both  a  farmer  and  a  stone 
mason,  and  helped  to  build  a  lighthouse  at  Westfield,  reportedly 
the  first  in  this  country  to  use  gas  light. 

Lovel  returned  to  Southboro  in  1822  by  the  same  means,  walking, 
and  later  guided  families  with  wagons  back  to  Westfield. 

On  June  12,  1824,  Lovel  married  Merab  Almira  Parker  (715-A) 
at  Westfield,  N.Y.  Almira,  as  she  was  called,  was  born  in  Litch- 
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field,  Conn.,  on  April  17,  1793,  daughter  of  John  and  Merab  Parker. 
The  Parker  family  were  early  settlers  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and 
Almira’s  grandfather,  Isaac  Parker,  had  been  killed  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War  at  Yorktown,  Va.,  in  October  1781.  Her  father  had  also 
served  in  the  Continental  Army  throughout  that  war.  Two  of  his 
sons,  Timothy  and  Allen,  had  moved  from  Litchfield,  Conn.,  to 
Westfield,  N.Y.,  in  May  1819,  and  Almira  had  gone  with  them  to 
keep  house  for  her  brothers. 

Lovel  and  Almira  Onthank  moved  from  Westfield  to  a  farm 
near  the  village  of  Portland,  N.Y.,  about  seven  miles  to  the  east, 
in  1825,  occupying  at  first  a  log  house  until  1831,  when  Lovel 
built  a  frame  house.  Almira  died  there  on  February  25,  1854,  and 
Lovel  died  six  years  later,  March  23,  1860. 

Children: 

824.  William  Davis,  b.  Jan.  19,  1826. 

825.  George  Henry,  b.  Sept.  15,  1829. 

826.  Merab  Maria,  b.  Aug.  22,  1832. 

827.  Harriet  Ellen,  b.  Apr.  9,  1836. 

828.  Charles  Washington,  b.  Aug.  27,  1839. 

716.  MITTE  ONTHANK,  seventh  child  and  fourth  daughter  of 
William,  Jr.  (602)  and  Mitte  Newton  Onthank  (602-A),  was  born 
at  Southboro  on  May  7,  1793.  On  May  18,  1815,  “Mitty  Unthank,”  as 
the  records  spell,  was  married  to  Phinehas  Newton  in  Framing¬ 
ham.  Phinehas  was  born  on  May  7,  1790,  son  of  Jonas  and  Jane 
Larned-Giles  Newton,  of  Southboro.  He  was  one  of  the  men  drafted 
from  the  Massachusetts  militia  who  served  for  74  days  in  the 
War  of  1812.  He  died  on  September  3,  1843. 

Mitte  Onthank  Newton  was  married  a  second  time,  to  Solomon 
Prentice,  then  a  widower  of  73,  on  December  14,  1847,  at  South¬ 
boro.  He  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Henry  Solomon  Prentice  of  Grafton. 
There  is  no  record  of  the  date  or  place  of  the  death  of  Mitte,  but 
it  was  before  1885.  She  had  no  children. 

717.  WILLIAM  NEWTON  ONTHANK  (WILLIAM  3D;  BILLE), 
eighth  child  and  fourth  son  of  William,  Jr.  (602)  and  Mitte  New¬ 
ton  Onthank  (602-A),  was  born  at  Southboro  on  December  28, 
1794.  He  was1  a  farmer  and  a  carpenter. 

On  October  13,  1819,  he  married  Susan  (Susannah)  Forbes  Ball 
(717-A)  at  Westboro,  who  was  born  there  on  April  15,  1793,  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Susanna  Forbes  Ball  of  that  town;  they 
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later  moved  to  Concord,  Vermont,  where  Joseph  built  the  first 
mill  in  that  settlement  and  was  also  the  first  town  clerk.  Joseph 
was  of  the  seventh  generation  of  the  Ball  family  in  America,  being 
a  descendant  of  John  Ball,  who  was  born  in  Wiltshire,  England, 
in  1585  and  came  to  Boston  with  Governor  Winthrop’s  Colony  in 
1630,  settling  at  Watertown.  Susan  Ball  Onthank  died  in  Concord, 
Vermont,  on  May  3,  1837,  age  44. 

Children: 

829.  William  Bainbridge,  b.  June  17,  1821. 

830.  Nahum  Ball,  b.  July  19,  1823. 

831.  Susan,  b.  Mar.  24,  1824. 

832.  Phineas  E.,  b.  Dec.  1825. 

833.  Daniel  Gregory,  b.  Apr.  16,  1828. 

834.  Alonzo  Samuel,  b.  May  23,  1831. 

835.  Lydia  Ann.,  b.  1832. 

836.  Mary  Elizabeth,  b.  1836. 

William  Newton  was  married  again  on  February  8,  1844,  in 
Hopkinton,  to  Mrs.  Sally  Danforth  Hayward  (717-B),  widow  of 
Samuel  Hayward  of  Hopkinton.  She  was  born  in  Fitchburg  on 
July  27,  1798,  daughter  of  John  Danforth,  and  died  at  Millbury  on 
April  6,  1865.  She  and  William  Newton  had  no  children. 

William  Newton  was  killed  accidentally  at  Charlestown  on 
February  28,  1867,  when  he  was  hit  by  a  piece  of  board  which  flew 
from  a  circular  saw.  He  was  buried  at  Southboro. 


718.  CURTIS  ONTHANK,  ninth  child  and  fifth  son  of  William, 
Jr.  (602)  and  Mitte  Newton  Onthank  (602-A),  was  born  at  South¬ 
boro  on  November  6,  1797.  He  may  have  been  named  after  his 
great-grandmother,  Ruth  Curtis. 

Curtis  was  the  first  of  the  Southboro  Onthank  Family  to  be¬ 
come  a  permanent  resident  of  Boston,  where  he  is  first  recorded 
in  1820  as  a  tailor.  Later,  he  became  a  “trader,”  and  from  1825  to 
his  death  he  operated  an  “intelligence  office,”  although  on  what 
subjects  is  not  clear. 

Sometime  before  1820  (date  not  established),  Curtis  married 
Mary  Ann  Bryant  (718-A),  who  was  born  in  Portland,  Maine.. 

Curtis  Onthank  died  in  Boston  on  January  29,  1842,  and  was 
buried  in  The  Old  Granary  Burying  Ground  in  that  city,  in  the 
tomb  of  the  Bumstead  family.  Mary  Ann  Onthank  is  listed  in 
Boston  directories  through  1844,  but  the  date  of  her  death  is  not 
known. 
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Children: 

837.  William  Curtis,  b.  May  1820;  d.  Aug.  14,  1821. 

838.  William  Henry,  b.  July  2,  1825. 

839.  Samuel  Green,  b.  Feb.  1827. 

840.  Adeline  N.,  b.  Sept.  1829;  d.  June  27,  1830. 

719.  NABBY  ONTHANK,  tenth  child  and  fifth  daughter  of 
William,  Jr.  (602)  and  Mitte  Newton  Onthank  (602-A),  was  born  in 
Southboro  on  January  29,  1799.  On  January  24,  1819,  she  married 
Antipas  Bellows  of  Southboro,  who  was  born  in  Westboro  on  May 
30,  1792,  son  of  Reuben  and  Elizabeth  Bellows.  They  had  one  child, 
Louisa  Ann,  born  in  Southboro  on  November  16,  1819.  Nabby 
died  the  following  year,  on  September  30,  1820,  at  Southboro. 

720.  SALLY  ONTHANK,  eleventh  child  and  sixth  daughter  of 
William,  Jr.  (602)  and  Mitte  Newton  Onthank  (602-A),  was  born 
in  Southboro  on  April  30,  1801.  There  is  some  question  as  to  her 
marriage;  the  Southboro  Vital  Records  list  on  March  19,  1819,  her 
intention  to  marry  George  Baltimore  Russell,  but  do  not  record 
the  marriage;  date  of  the  marriage  is  also  missing  in  the  Vital 
Records  of  nearby  towns.  The  Newton  Family  Genealogy,  how¬ 
ever,  states  that  Sally  and  Russell  were  married  in  1819.  Sally 
Onthank  Russell  died  at  Southboro  on  March  26,  1822,  with  no 
children.  Nothing  else  has  been  discovered  about  George  B.  Rus¬ 
sell. 

712.  GULIELMUS  ONTHANK,  twelfth  child  and  sixth  son  of 
William,  Jr.  (602)  and  Mitte  Newton  Onthank  (602-A),  was  bom 
in  Southboro  on  May  31,  1803,  and  died  there  on  June  16,  1804. 
“Gulielmus”  is  “William”  in  Latin. 

722.  GUIELMUS  ONTHANK  2nd  (ELMUS),  thirteenth  child 
and  seventh  son  of  William,  Jr.  (602)  and  Mitte  Newton  Onthank 
(602-A),  was  born  in  Southboro  on  March  28,  1805.  It  is  of  interest 
that  William  and  Mitte  were  so  taken  with  this  Latin  version  of  the 
name  William  that  they  chose  it  for  a  second  time  after  the  first 
child  of  that  name  had  died. 

On  June  14,  1829,  Gulielmus  married  Hannah  Cutting  (Anna) 
(722-A),  at  Framingham,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Anna  Cutting. 
Joseph’s  father,  Moses  Cutting,  had  come  to  Framingham  from 
Watertown  in  1736,  but  his  three  sons,  attracted  by  greener  pastures, 
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had  moved  on  to  Troy,  New  York.  One  of  them,  Daniel,  had 
married  Submit  Ball,  and  had  prospered  at  Troy,  becoming  an 
owner  of  a  large  farm  there,  built  a  saw  mill,  and  added  other 
property,  until  1795,  when  his  wife  died,  and  Daniel  returned  to 
Framingham.  Another  of  the  three  sons,  Joseph,  was  the  father 
of  Hannah  Cutting;  he  also  returned  from  Troy  to  Massachusetts 
and  settled  at  West  Boylston,  about  1820.  Hannah  Cutting  was 
born  in  Troy  on  August  6,  1807,  but  after  her  parents  came  back 
to  Massachusetts,  she  lived  with  her  Cutting  relatives  in  Framing¬ 
ham. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  in  1829,  Gulielmus  and  Hannah,  at¬ 
tracted  by  the  possibility  in  Troy  from  the  opening  of  the  Erie 
Canal,  moved  to  that  city  and  opened  a  lodging  house.  Unfortunate¬ 
ly  for  their  hopes,  Gulielmus  died  on  a  trip  to  New  York  City  in 
1839.  They  had  two  children: 

841.  William  Elmus,  b.  1830. 

842.  George  Henry,  b.  May  10,  1831. 

In  1841-42,  Ms.  Hannah  Onthank  was  listed  in  the  Troy  directory 
as  a  seamstress,  but  she  returned  to  Framingham  soon  there¬ 
after,  and  married  a  -  Donaldson.  With  him  she  later 

moved  to  Joliet,  Illinois,  with  the  two  boys.  She  died  at  Chicago, 
Illinois,  in  January  1891,  age  83. 

723.  -  (SON)  ONTHANK,  child  of  Benjamin  (605)  and 

Julia  Ann  Moore  Onthank  (605-A),  was  born  at  Southboro  on 
February  3,  1830,  but  died  two  days  later. 

724.  JULIA  ANN  ALVIRA  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
(605)  and  Julia  Ann  Moore  Onthank  (605-A),  was  born  in  South- 
boro  on  February  3,  1831.  On  May  20,  1852,  in  Worcester,  she 
married  William  E.  Poindexter,  who  was  born  in  Bridgton,  Maine, 
in  1831.  Julia  Ann  died  in  1895. 

Children: 

1.  Ed.  F.  Poindexter,  b. - ;  d.  1940,  bur.  Southboro. 

2.  Abbie  Poindexter,  b. - ;  d.  1944,  bur.  Southboro. 

725.  FOREST  A.  ONTHANK,  son  of  Benjamin  (605)  and  Julia 
Ann  Moore  Onthank  (605-A),  was  born  in  Southboro  on  October 
3,  1836.  He  died  in  Milford  on  August  23,  1853,  age  16. 


7. 
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800.  EUNICE  ONTHANK,  first  child  and  daughter 
of  Jeduthan  (700)  and  Eunice  Fisher  Amsden  Onthank,  was  born 
in  Dorchester,  a  suburb  of  Boston,  on  October  12,  1810.  On  March 
19,  1834,  she  married  Aaron  Collins  of  Lancaster.  The  dates  and 
places  of  their  deaths  have  not  been  learned. 

Children: 

1.  Louise;  lived  near  New  York  City  in  1887. 

2.  Marianne;  same. 

3.  Howard;  same. 

801.  MARY  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  daughter  of  Jeduthan 
(700)  and  Eunice  Fisher  Amsden  Onthank,  was  born  at  South- 
boro  on  November  18,  1813,  and  died  there  on  February  3,  1843. 
She  was  never  married. 

802.  JOHN  JAMES  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  only  son  of 
Jeduthan  (700)  and  Eunice  Fisher  Amsden  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Southboro  on  March  15,  1819.  At  the  age  of  14  he  went  to  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  and  later  became  partner  in  the  grocery 
business  of  Dibble  &  Onthank,  for  over  thirty  years.  He  also 
owned  a  farm  at  Hamden,  Connecticut,  a  few  miles  from  New 
Haven,  which  he  later  farmed  actively. 

On  March  27,  1848,  at  New  Haven,  John  James  married  Lucy 
Brown  (802-A),  who  was  born  in  nearby  Plymouth,  on  February 
25,  1825.  John  James  died  at  Hamden  on  April  13,  1898,  age  78, 
leaving  his  wife,  Lucy,  who  had  been  an  invalid  for  four  years, 
and  who  died  at  New  Haven  on  July  20,  1900. 

Children: 

900.  Howard  James,  b.  Sept.  7,  1849. 

901.  Emma  I.,  b.  May  9,  1851. 

902.  Ida  Gertrude,  b.  Dec.  2,  1854. 

903.  Nellie  Gertrude,  b.  July  9,  1858. 

904.  Lilia  Mary,  b.  Mar.  26,  1862. 
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803.  CLARISSA  ONTHANK,  third  daughter  of  Jeduthan  (700) 
and  Eunice  Fisher  Amsden  Onthank,  was  born  about  1820,  place 
not  known.  She  married  Edward  Goodyear,  of  North  Haven, 
Connecticut,  and  died  there  in  1870.  Another  report,  unconfirmed, 
states  that  she  was  born  in  1831  and  died  in  1852. 

Children: 

i 

1.  Eunice. 

2.  Fred  Mansfield. 


804.  SULLIVAN  FAY  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  William  (702) 
and  Dolly  How  Onthank,  was  bom  at  Southboro  on  October  18,  1820. 
His  name  may  have  come  from  Richard  Sullivan  Fay,  born  about 
1804,  as  the  Onthank  and  the  Fay  families  wTere  neighbors  and  were 
intermarried. 

Sullivan’s  father  had  received  by  will  the  “Large  Homestead” 
of  William,  Sr.,  and  on  his  death  he  had  bequeathed  one  half  to 
each  of  his  sons,  Sullivan  receiving  most  of  the  farm  land  but 
not  the  house.  Later,  he  erected  his  own  home  there  with  lumber 
from  the  Onthank  wood  lots.  The  house,  whose  timbers  still  have 
the  bark  on  one  side,  stands  on  the  Old  Boston  Road,  in  the 
Fayville  district  of  Southboro,  and  is  the  present  home  of  his 
descendants.  Sullivan  continued  as  a  farmer.  His  Masonic  Bible, 
showing  him  to  be  a  charter  member  of  the  Southboro  St. 
Bernard’s  Lodge,  is  still  preserved. 

On  November  28,  1844,  at  Southboro,  Sullivan  married  Lydia 
Fisk  Brewer  (804-A),  daughter  of  Peter  Brewer  of  Southboro  and 
Sophia  (Nurse)  Brewer  of  Framingham.  Peter  Brewer  was  the 
son  of  Joel  and  Louisa  (Newton)  Brewer;  Louisa  was  the  daughter 
of  Nathan  Newton,  who  was  also  the  grandfather  of  Submit 
(“Mitte”)  Newton,  who  married  William  Onthank,  Jr.  The  families 
of  Newton,  Fay,  Brewer  and  Onthank  were  inextricably  interwoven 
in  this  early  period.  Lydia  Fisk  Brewer  had  been  born  at 
Southboro  on  June  18,  1820.  She  died  at  Southboro  on  December 
5,  1887,  age  67,  and  her  husband,  Sullivan,  died  there  on  March  2, 
1897,  age  77. 

Children: 

905.  Charlotte  Sophia,  b.  May  23,  1847. 

906.  Charles  Henry,  b.  Dec.  15,  1853. 

907.  William  Forrest,  b.  May  8,  1858. 
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805.  - ONTHANK,  possibly  named  Joseph,  son  of  Wil¬ 

liam  (702)  and  Dolly  How  Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro  on 
March  24,  1822,  and  died  the  same  day. 

806.  WILLIAM  HARRISON  ONTHANK  (HARRISON),  third 
child  and  son  of  William  (702)  and  Dolly  How  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Southboro  on  February  15,  1823.  From  his  father  he  inherited 
the  part  of  William  Onthank,  Sr.’s  estate  which  contained  the 
“Large  Homestead.”  This  had  been  partly  burned  early  in  the 
century  but  had  been  largely  restored.  Although  William  Harrison 
had  been  farming  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  in  1845,  he  had 
moved  to  Marlboro  by  1851,  where  he  owned  and  operated  a  livery 
stable  until  his  death. 

On  June  9,  1845,  at  Southboro,  Harrison  married  Harriet  Mullen 
(or  “Millen”)  Fay  (806-A),  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Pike) 
Fay,  born  at  Marlboro  on  January  22,  1827.  Her  then  occupation 
was  given  as  dressmaker.  Harriet’s  uncle,  Joseph  Fay,  had  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Onthank  (706),  daughter  of  Joseph  Onthank  (601),  so 
Harriet  was  a  niece  of  Elizabeth  Onthank  Fay. 

Children: 

908.  Charles,  b.  1848;  died  at  birth. 

909.  Alanson  S.,  b.  June  22,  1851;  d.  Sept.  20,  1852. 

910.  William  Alanson,  b.  Feb.  26,  1853. 

911.  Harriet  Louise,  b.  Apr.  28,  1856. 

912.  Emma  Ellsworth,  b.  Nov.  8,  1861. 

Harriet  Fay  Onthank  died  at  Marlboro  on  January  28,  1879,  and 
in  1885,  Harrison  was  married  again,  to  Carrie  A.  Burnham  (806-B), 
in  Marlboro.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Alden  and  Sarah  (Carter) 
Burnham,  of  Bolton,  where  she  was  born  in  1840.  Her  occupa¬ 
tion  at  marriage  was  stated  as  “at  home.” 

Harrison  Onthank  died  at  Marlboro  on  September  17,  1892,  and 
his  widow,  Carrie,  died  also  at  Marlboro  in  October  1899.  They 
had  no  children. 

807.  JONAS  RUSSELL  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  son  of 
William  (702)  and  Dolly  How  Onthank,  was  born  in  Southboro 
on  April  21,  1824,  and  died  there  eight  months  later,  on  December 
21,  1824. 

808.  -  ONTHANK,  an  unnamed  child  of  William  (702) 

and  Dolly  How  Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro  in  January  1826, 
and  died  at  Holliston  two  months  later,  on  March  1,  1826. 
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809.  FREDERICK  WINSLOW  ONTHANK  was  born  at  South- 
boro  on  September  6,  1827.  The  official  Southboro  Vital  Records 

state,  “son  of  -  and  Dolly  Onthank.”  Dolly  How  On- 

thank’s  husband,  William  (702),  had  died  in  1824.  Frederick  Wins¬ 
low  was  named  for  Dolly’s  father,  Winslow  How.  He  was  probably 
brought  up  in  the  family  of  Dolly  and  John  G.  Pease,  whom 
Dolly  married  in  1830. 

Frederick  lived  at  Southboro  and  pursued  a  variety  of  occupa¬ 
tions,  shoemaker,  butcher,  farmer  and  laborer.  In  1852,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Laura  Jane  Tracy  (809-A),  at  Southboro,  who  was  born  in 
1827  at  Clifton,  Maine,  the  daughter  of  Otis  and  Abigail  Tracy. 
She  died  at  Edington,  Maine,  on  December  5,  1870. 

Children: 

913.  Eugene  F.,  b.  Mar.  26,  1854;  d.  May  7,  1854. 

914.  Emma  Louisa,  b.  July  15,  1855. 

915.  Mary  Jane,  b.  Mar  4,  1859. 

916.  Susan  Woodbury,  b.  Dec.  12,  1861. 

917.  Carrie  Maria,  b.  Oct.  4,  1865. 

918.  Freddie,  b.  Nov.  22,  1867;  a.  Dec.  5,  1867. 

919.  George  Washington,  b.  June  20,  1869. 

On  January  10,  1872,  Frederick  was  married  a  second  time, 
at  Southboro,  to  Sadie  J.  Knowlton  (809-B),  who  was  then  22  years 
old;  she  was  born  on  November  25,  1848,  at  Advocate  Harbor, 
Nova  Scotia.  At  this  time,  Frederick’s  occupation  was  given  as 
“shoemaker.” 

Frederick  Winslow  Onthank  died  at  Marlboro  in  June  1898,  when 
he  was  listed  in  the  local  directory  as  a  “boarding  house  keeper,” 
and  was  buried  at  Southboro.  His  widow,  Sadie,  kept  the  boarding 
house  in  Marlboro  as  late  as  1909.  She  later  lived  with  her  son, 
Clifford  Avison  Onthank  (923),  and  died  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  on 
April  6,  1921.  She  was  buried  at  Grafschaap,  Michigan. 

Children: 

920.  Grade  Maude,  b.  July  31,  1874;  d.  Aug.  13,  1875. 

921.  Ernest  W.,  b.  Jan.  13,  1877;  d.  Feb.  20,  1877. 

922.  Jessie  Mabel,  b.  Nov.  17,  1879. 

923.  Clifford  Avison,  b.  Mar.  12,  1882. 

810.  OLIVE  PARKER  ONTHANK  (DOLLY),  the  only  child  of 
Stillman  (708)  and  Lucretia  How  Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro 
on  October  29,  1816,  and  died  there  on  January  1,  1820. 

The  line  of  Joseph  Onthank  (601)  died  out  here. 
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811.  GREGORY  ONTHANK  (GRIGOREY),  first  child  and  son 
of  Joel  (719)  and  Nancy  Flagg  Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro 
on  May  4,  1802,  and  died  at  Hopkinton  on  December  20,  1803,  in  his 
second  year. 

812.  WILLIAM  DAVIS  ONTHANK  (also  written  as  DAVID), 
second  son  of  Joel  (710)  and  Nancy  Flagg  Onthank,  was  born  on 
August  5,  1804,  probably  at  Southboro.  While  visiting  in  Boston, 
he  met  another  visitor,  Elizabeth  Tucker  (812-A),  of  an  old  Virginia 
family,  and  married  her  there  on  September  2,  1829.  Elizabeth 
Tucker  was  born  in  Virginia  on  May  19,  1810. 

Possibly  attracted  by  the  success  of  his  uncle,  Guielmus  Onthank 
(722)  in  Troy,  New  York,  William  Davis  and  Elizabeth  Onthank 
moved  to  that  city  in  1830,  where  the  city  directory  lists,  “1830. 
Unthank,  William  D.,  clerk.”  Davis,  as  he  was  called,  used  the 
earlier  spelling  of  his  surname  until  1840,  during  which  time  he 
was  listed  as  a  shoemaker.  From  1861  to  1864,  he  is  described  as 
a  “roller”  at  a  steel  mill.  At  the  end  of  the  Civil  War,  Davis 
moved  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  became  a  foreman  in  a  rolling 
mill.  He  died  in  that  city  on  March  28,  1882.  His  widow,  Elizabeth, 
died  in  Cleveland  on  December  14,  1894. 

Children: 

924.  Sarah  E.,  b.  Sept.  21,  1830. 

925.  Lucinia  Anne,  b.  Sept.  17,  1832. 

926.  Julia  Frances,  b.  Mar.  29,  1835. 

927.  Mary  Jane,  b.  May  1,  1840. 

928.  Emma  Amelia,  b.  Jan.  29,  1843. 

813.  DANIEL  GREGORY  ONTHANK,  third  son  of  Joel  (710)  and 
Nancy  Flagg  Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro  on  April  15,  1808. 
Daniel’s  life  story  is  somewhat  hazy,  and  may  be  best  sum¬ 
marized  by  quoting  a  Family  letter  of  1886,  “Daniel  Onthank  (he 
always  spelled  it  “Unthank”)  came  to  Portland,  N.Y.,  about  1839 
or  1840,  and  lived  in  Chautauqua  County  two  or  three  years, 
married  and  left  his  wife,  went  to  Rochester,  N.Y.,  married  a 
Miss  Bush,  and  lived  there  a  while.”  “He  was  redheaded,”  says 
another  account.  He  died  at  Rochester,  New  York,  in  1847. 

There  is  no  record  of  the  name  of  Daniel’s  first  wife  (813-A),  but 
on  February  1,  1844,  he  married  Lydia  Bush  (813-B)  in  Rochester. 
Lydia  was  born  at  Orange,  Vermont,  on  September  12,  1802,  the 
daughter  of  Timothy  Bush,  Jr.,  born  April  1,  1766,  and  Lydia  New¬ 
comb,  born  April  28,  1763.  In  1812,  Lydia  and  her  family  came 
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through  the  wilderness  by  ox-team  and  settled  at  Rochester.  She 

was  remarried  to  -  Carr,  and  died  at  Rochester  on  August 

18,  1893,  almost  91  years  old. 

Only  child  of  Daniel  Gregory  and  Lydia  Bush  Onthank: 

929.  George  Henry,  b.  Apr.  5,  1845. 

814.  JOEL  NEWTON  ONTHANK,  fourth  son  of  Joel  (710)  and 
Nancy  Flagg  Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro  on  August  21,  1813, 
and  was  named  for  his  great-grandfather,  the  father  of  Mitte 
Newton  Onthank  (602-A).  According  to  the  “Newton  Genealogy,” 
“in  1835,  being  then  of  Weston,  Mass.,  he  had  his  name  changed 
to  Joel  Newton.”  There  is  further  information  that  he  had  three 
daughters. 

815.  EMERSON  NEWTON  ONTHANK  (NEWTON),  first  child 
of  Emerson  (714)  and  Catherine  Miller  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Southboro  on  May  20,  1815.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  the 
“Little  Homestead”  was  sold  to  David  Brewer,  who  married  Susan 
Onthank  (831),  so  Emerson’s  children  found  employment  else¬ 
where.  Emerson  Newton  is  listed  in  1844  as  a  bootmaker,  and 
from  1854  to  1859  as  a  carpenter.  His  mother  lived  with  him 
until  her  death  in  1886,  at  90  years. 

On  April  26,  1840,  at  Southboro,  Newton  married  Anne  Eliza 
Williams  (815-A),  daughter  of  Lincoln  and  Susan  (Amsden)  Wil¬ 
liams;  she  was  born  at  Southboro  on  September  16,  1820. 

Emerson  Newton  died  at  Southboro  on  August  1,  1896,  age, 
82.  His  wife,  Anne  Williams  Onthank,  lived  to  be  89  years  old, 
dying  at  Southboro  on  November  7,  1910. 

Children: 

930.  Susan  Sophia,  b.  Aug.  1,  1840. 

931.  Sarah  Jane,  b.  Aug.  28,  1842;  d.  Dec.  11,  1847. 

932.  George  Emerson,  b.  Apr.  24,  1844. 

933.  James  Lincoln,  b.  June  16,  1847. 

934.  Martha  Ann  Crouch,  b.  Sept.  26,  1849. 

935.  Clara  Lorene,  b.  June  1853;  d.  July  20,  1853. 

936.  Albert  W.,  b.  Mar.  7,  1854;  d.  May  24,  1854. 

937.  Harry  Algiere,  b.  Apr.  9,  1859. 

i. 

816.  JOSEPH  MELLON  (MILLEN)  ONTHANK,  second  child 
and  son  of  Emerson  (714)  and  Catherine  Miller  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Westboro  on  April  1,  1817.  Nothing  is  known  of  his  early 
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life;  presumably  he  was  a  farm  hand  and  a  laborer,  as  from 
1869  to  1872  he  is  listed  in  Worcester  directories  as  a  “laborer.” 
In  those  years  he  was  living  at  the  same  address  as  that  of 
his  son,  Ares  (939). 

On  October  3,  1838,  Joseph  Mellon  married  Mary  Jones  (816-A), 
at  Southboro.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Jessie  and  Lydia  (Cheney) 
Jones,  born  at  Hopkinton  on  July  18,  1805.  She  died  at  Southboro 
on  July  18,  1850  (one  record  says,  “1856”). 

Children: 

938.  Mary  Ellen,  b.  July  7,  1842;  d.  Feb.  2,  1843. 

939.  Ares  Mellon,  b.  Jan.  2,  1844. 

Joseph  Mellon  was  married  again  to  Lucetta  M.  Rugg  (816-B),  at 
Framingham  on  January  27,  1858.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Lucinda  Rugg,  who  were  born  in  Framingham  and  Ashland, 
respectively;  Lucetta  was  born  in  May  1833.  There  were  no  chil¬ 
dren  from  this  marriage. 

On  June  27,  1872,  Joseph  Mellon  died  at  Worcester  and  was 
buried  at  Southboro.  His  widow,  Lucetta,  continued  to  live  in 
Worcester  with  her  step-son,  Ares,  until  her  death  at  Westboro  on 
November  27,  1878. 

817.  CATHERINE  ABIGAIL  ONTHANK  (ABBIE),  third  child 
and  first  daughter  of  Emerson  (714)  and  Catherine  Miller  Onthank, 
and  named  for  her  mother,  was  bom  at  Westboro  on  April  19,  1820. 
On  February  19,  1845,  at  Southboro,  she  married  George  0.  Wilson, 
who  was  born  in  1821,  the  son  of  Gilbert  D.  Wilson.  They  had  a 
short  married  life,  as  Abbie  died  on  April  19,  1853. 

Children: 

1.  Sally  Bigilow,  b.  Apr.  28,  1849. 

2.  Andrew,  b.  ? 

818.  FRANCIS  AUGUSTUS  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  third 
son  of  Emerson  (714)  and  Catherine  Miller  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Southboro  on  August  22,  1823,  and  died  there  on  the  same  day. 

819.  MOSES  M  -  ONTHANK,  fifth  child  and  fourth  son  of 

Emerson  (714)  and  Catherine  Miller  Onthank,  was  born  at  South¬ 
boro  on  April  11,  1824.  Information  of  his  occupation  is  missing  in 
the  usually  detailed  Southboro  records. 

On  March  25,  1845,  at  Southboro,  Moses  married  Harriet  A. 
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Miller  (819-A),  the  daughter  of  Eliza  Miller,  born  at  Westboro  on 
May  28,  1827.  She  died  at  Westboro  on  February  28,  1853. 

Children : 

940.  Francis  Augustus,  b.  July  11,  1846. 

941.  Edwin  Hobart,  b.  May  11,  1848. 

942.  Charles  Albro,  b.  July  7,  1850. 

943.  Prescott  W.,  b.  Oct.  1852. 

Nine  months  later,  on  December  8,  1853,  Moses  M.  married 
Jane  A.  Allen  (819-B),  at  Westboro.  Jane  was  born  in  Brookfield, 
Franklin  County,  in  1830,  the  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Betsey 
Allen.  Children: 

944.  Elvira  Augusta,  b.  Mar.  30,  1855. 

945.  Emma,  b.  Feb.  8,  1856. 

946.  Charles,  b.  1858. 

947.  Ida  Eldora,  b.  June  29,  1861. 

948.  Mary  Jane,  b.  Oct.  24,  1863. 

Moses  M.  died  at  Westboro  on  January  17,  1873,  and  Jane  died 
some  years  later,  exact  date  unknown. 

820.  FRANCIS  AUGUSTUS  ONTHANK,  the  second  son  so- 
named  by  Emerson  (714)  and  Catherine  Miller  Onthank,  was 
bom  at  Southboro  in  1827,  and  died  there  six  years  later,  on 
May  16,  1833. 

821.  ALVIRA  (ELVIRA)  LORANA  ONTHANK,  seventh  child 
and  second  daughter  of  Emerson  (714)  and  Catherine  Miller  On¬ 
thank,  was  born  at  Southboro  on  April  19,  1829,  and  died  there, 
unmarried,  in  her  25th  year  on  January  4,  1855.  Her  tombstone, 
differing  from  the  Southboro  Vital  Records,  however,  gives  her 
year  of  death  as  1851. 

822.  DEXTER  DANIEL  ONTHANK,  eighth  child  and  sixth  son 
of  Emerson  (714)  and  Catherine  Miller  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Southboro  on  February  24,  1832.  Until  the  Civil  War,  Dexter  lived 
at  Southboro  and  worked  as  a  shoemaker;  later  he  moved  to 
Westboro  and  worked  as  a  carpenter. 

Dexter  was  an  early  recruit  in  the  Civil  War.  At  29,  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  Company  K,  13th  Regiment,  Massachusetts  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry,  on  July  16,  1861.  He  served  with  his  regiment  in 
the  campaigns  of  Northern  Virginia  until  his  discharge  for  disabili¬ 
ty,  at  Alexandria,  Virginia,  on  July  12,  1862.  Later  in  the  war,  when 
he  was  32,  Dexter  again  enlisted,  on  April  28,  1864,  from  Westboro, 
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and  was  assigned  as  private  to  the  6th  Unattached  Company, 
Massachusetts  Infantry,  which  did  guard  and  garrison  duty  at  forts 
and  military  posts  in  Massachusetts.  He  was  mustered  out  on 
August  2,  1864. 

Before  the  war,  Dexter  had  married  Mary  Emma  (Emeline) 
Fasset  (822-A),  at  Northboro,  on  September  26,  1857.  They  had 
four  children: 

949.  Grade  E.,  b.  1858;  d.  Sept.  29,  1860. 

950.  Emma  Mabelle,  b.  Sept.  8,  1861. 

951.  Genevieve  Louisa,  b.  June  4,  1863. 

952.  Arthur  D.,  b.  April  1,  1870;  d.  Oct.  1,  1870. 

About  1869,  Dexter  and  his  brother,  Joseph  Mellon,  and  Joseph’s 
son,  Ares,  moved  to  Worcester.  Dexter  established  his  family  in 
a  home  there,  and  worked  thenceforth  as  a  carpenter.  During 
1874  to  1876,  however,  he  was  not  listed  in  the  city  directories, 
but  returned  in  1877  and  remained  there  until  his  death  on  Novem¬ 
ber  29,  1921,  but  always  living  as  a  “boarder.”  Until  recently 
there  was  no  record  of  what  happened  to  his  wife,  Mary  E. 

Since  1887  there  has  been  a  mystery  about  a  Mrs.  Emma 
Onthank  who  lived  in  Boston  at  that  time.  My  father,  Arthur 
N.  B.  Onthank,  evidently  investigated  the  question  because  he 
noted  on  one  letter  of  inquiry  as  to  her  family,  “She  won’t  tell.” 
The  Boston  directories  from  1876  to  1880  listed  Mrs.  Emma  Onthank 
as  a  dressmaker;  from  1885  to  1904,  her  occupation  was  stated 
as  matron  in  one  or  another  on  the  Boston  city  prisons.  Then, 
from  1905  to  1910,  the  elusive  Mrs.  Emma  Onthank  changed  her 
name  and  her  marital  status  to  “Miss  Emeline  F.  Onthank,”  and 
her  matron’s  occupation  to  a  private  hospital. 

In  1957,  an  examination  of  the  Forbes  (Forbush)  Genealogy 
showed  this  item: 

“Mary  Eliza  Forbes,  of  Westboro,  married  Edward  Fawcett  of 
Marlboro,  1838. 

“Children:  (1)  Mary  Emeline,  b.  Aug.  25,  1839,  married 
- Onthank,  of  Boston.” 

That  information  solves  the  riddle,  because  “fawcett”  and 
“fasset”  are  good  New  England  pronunciations  of  the  name  of 
the  same  article  Undoubtedly,  Mary  E.  Fassett  (also  spelled  in 
the  records  as  “Fassete”)  was  the  Mary  Emeline  Fawcett  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Mary  Eliza  and  Edward  Fawcett  of  Westboro. 
And  the  Mrs.  Emma  Onthank,  who  later  called  herself  “Miss 
Emeline  F.  (for  Fawcett  and  Fassett)  Onthank,”  was  the  same 


66 


THE  ONTHANK  FAMILY 


Mary  E.  Fassett  who  had  married  Dexter  Daniel  Onthank  in 
1857.  The  fact  that  Dexter  and  Mary  E.  Onthank  had  had  a  home 
in  Worcester  until  1874,  that  Dexter  was  absent  from  Worcester 
from  1874  to  1876,  that  Mrs.  Emma  (abbreviation  of  Emeline) 
Onthank  started  to  be  listed  in  Boston  in  1876,  and  that  thereafter 
Dexter  boarded  at  Worcester  —  all  point  to  the  same  conclusion. 
The  Southboro  Vital  Records  give  Mary  E.  Fassett’s  father  as 
Edward,  as  does  the  Forbes  genealogy.  Finally,  Mary  E.  Fassett 
Onthank  was  buried  in  the  lot  of  Dexter  Daniel  Onthank,  although 
no  date  is  given. 

823.  SARAH  JANE  ONTHANK,  ninth  child  and  third  daughter 
of  Emerson  (714)  and  Catherine  Miller  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Southboro  on  June  23,  1835,  and  died  there  in  her  7th  year  on 
February  22,  1842. 

824.  WILLIAM  DAVIS  ONTHANK,  first  child  and  son  of  Lovel 
(715)  and  Almira  Parker  Onthank,  was  born  at  Portland,  New 
York,  on  January  19,  1826.  As  a  young  man  he  worked  at  a  hotel 
in  Westfield,  New  York,  where  he  met  his  later  wife,  Rosannah 
Brown  (824-A).  They  were  married  there  on  August  8,  1851,  and 
bought  a  farm  at  Portland,  two  miles  from  Lake  Erie. 

William  Davis,  while  working  as  a  farmer,  constantly  experi¬ 
mented  with  other  ways  of  increasing  his  income.  Among  them, 
he  raised  broom-corn,  which  he  made  into  brooms  in  the  winter, 
to  be  marketed  at  nearby  villages  later.  Of  more  importance, 
both  to  him  and  to  the  whole  area,  was  his  introduction  of  the 
grape  industry  into  Chautauqua  County.  Having  heard  of  a  new 
and  improved  variety  of  grapes,  called  “Concord”  from  their 
Massachusetts  place  of  origin,  William  Davis  sent  for  plants, 
propagated  more,  and  soon  had  a  small  vineyard.  He  was  the 
first  person  in  that  area  to  ship  his  grapes  to  outside  markets, 
beginning  with  Buffalo  and  later  as  far  as  Chicago  and  Boston. 
Other  farmers  there  followed,  until  grape  growing  became  the 
chief  business  in  that  region,  not  only  for  grapes  but  also  for  the 
grape-juice  and  wine  industries  which  were  later  established. 

William  Davis  was  also  active  in  community  affairs.  He  was 
proud  of  having  been  a  member  of  one  of  the  first  temperance 
societies.  He  became  a  Pathmaster  in  the  road  district,  and  also 
served  as  a  School  District  Trustee. 

Rosannah  Brown  Onthank  was  born  on  October  2,  1822,  at 
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Herkimer,  New  York,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rosannah  (Lake) 
Brown.  On  her  mother’s  side  she  was  related  to  the  Waldo 
family,  which  had  a  respected  history  of  service  in  the  early 
Indian  wars,  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  in  the  War  of  1812,  as 
well  as  having  had  several  ministers,  doctors,  lawyers  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  New  York  State  Legislature.  Rosannah  taught  school 
near  Portland,  New  York,  for  several  years,  and  was  noted  for 
her  medical  and  nursing  skills. 

Children: 

953.  Alton  William,  b.  Feb.  20,  1853. 

954.  George  Waldo,  b.  Dec.  6,  1854. 

955.  Samuel  Brown,  b.  Sept.  20,  1858. 

956.  Fayette  Lake,  b.  Nov.  19,  1863. 

William  Davis  Onthank  died  at  Portland  on  January  5,  1886. 
His  widow,  Rosannah,  died  there  on  November  17,  1892. 

825.  GEORGE  HENRY  ONTHANK,  second  child  of  Lovel  (715) 
and  Almira  Parker  Onthank,  was  born  at  Westfield,  New  York,  on 
September  15,  1829.  On  September  7,  1851,  he  married  Isabella 
Derbyshire  Woods  at  Portland,  New  York,  where  Isabella  had  been 
bom  on  December  22,  1829.  Before  her  marriage  she  had  been 
occupied  as  a  tailoress,  making  men’s  suits.  George  Henry  had 
learned  the  blacksmith  trade. 

In  the  Spring  of  1855,  George  and  Isabella  moved  to  Marengo, 
McHenry  County,  Illinois,  about  55  miles  northwest  of  Chicago, 
where  George  continued  to  ply  his  trade,  until  August  6,  1862,  when 
he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  95th  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry.  He 
served  throughout  the  Civil  War,  taking  part  on  several  campaigns 
of  the  Army  of  the  West,  chiefly  assigned  to  the  headquarters 
band  and  to  the  wagon  companies.  He  was  mustered  out  on 
August  17,  1865,  at  Springfield,  Illinois. 

In  the  meantime  a  son,  Charles  Halsey  (957),  had  been  born 
at  Portland,  New  York,  on  June  13,  1860.  When  George  entered 
the  Army  in  1862,  his  wife  took  her  son  back  to  her  sister’s  home 
in  Portland,  and  since  the  war  had  caused  tailoring  to  be  stopped, 
and  she  was  uncertain  of  her  husband’s  future,  she  supported 
herself  and  her  son  by  hanging  wall  paper.  What  money  she 
received  from  her  husband  was  saved. 

After  the  Civil  War,  George  Henry  engaged  for  about  two  years 
in  a  commission  business  and  later  in  a  variety  store  in  Vicks¬ 
burg,  Mississippi,  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Charles  Wash- 
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ington  Onthank  (828).  He  also  worked  as  a  hospital  steward  at 
a  Union  hospital  at  Vicksburg,  where  Isabella  served  also  as  a 
matron,  and  in  1867  on  an  appointment  as  a  Reconstruction  Law 
Registrar  in  Fulton,  Mississippi.  In  the  following  year  George 
and  Isabella  returned  to  the  North,  and  after  a  visit  to  Isabella’s 
sister  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  George  decided  to  settle  there,  in  October 
1868.  He  bought  an  interest  in  a  blacksmith  and  wagon  business, 
which  he  kept  until  1880,  after  which  he  worked  as  baggage  man 
for  the  railroad  and  finally  for  the  United  States  Post  Office 
Department  at  Grinnell,  until  he  retired  in  December,  1902. 

A  daughter,  Marta  Belle  (958),  was  born  to  George  and  Isabella 
on  July  3,  1870,  at  Grinnell. 

George  Henry  died  at  Grinnell  on  June  5,  1908,  and  his  widow, 
Isabella,  died  there  on  March  10,  1913. 

826.  MERAB  ALMIRA  ONTHANK  (ALMIRA),  third  child  and 
first  daughter  of  Lovel  (715)  and  Almira  Parker  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Portland,  New  York,  on  August  22,  1832.  On  May  22, 
1851,  at  Portland,  she  married  Chandler  Colt,  whose  parents  are 
not  known.  They  lived  on  a  farm  near  Brocton,  New  York,  a  few 
miles  from  Portland. 

Children : 

1.  Julius  C.,  b.  Dec.  10,  1852;  m.  Violetta  Davis;  d.  Oct.  1907. 

2.  Elmus  C.,  b.  Dec.  19,  1857;  m.  Kate  Northrup. 

3.  Alma  E.,  b.  Feb.  10,  1860;  m.  Harvey  Armstrong. 

Almira  Onthank  Colt  died  at  Brocton  on  January  10,  1917,  age 
84. 


827.  HARRIET  ELLEN  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  second 
daughter  of  Lovel  (715)  and  Almira  Parker  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Portland,  New  York,  on  April  9,  1836.  In  November  1854,  she 
married  Joel  Russell,  but  died  only  three. years  later,  on  February 
24,  1858.  They  had  one  child,  Frank. 

828.  CHARLES  WASHINGTON  ONTHANK,  fifth  child  and  third 
son  of  Lovel  (715)  and  Almira  Parker  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Westfield,  New  York,  on  August  27,  1839.  His  early  life  was  spent 
on  his  father’s  farm,  but  at  19  he  began  work  as  a  clerk  at  Brocton, 
New  York.  In  1860  he  joined  his  brother  George  at  Marengo, . 
Illinois. 

Charles  was  one  of  the  early  enlisters  in  the  Civil  War,  on 
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April  16,  1861,  in  Company  D,  15th  Illinois  Infantry,  with  which 
he  served  for  three  years,  being  mustered  out  at  Springfield, 
Illinois,  on  June  14,  1864.  His  service  included  most  of  the  hard 
fighting  in  the  West,  starting  with  the  Missouri  campaign  in  1861. 
He  was  at  the  battle  of  Fort  Donaldson,  Tennessee,  in  February 
1862.  At  the  bitter  two-day  battle  at  Shiloh,  April  6  and  7, 
1862,  his  company  was  so  shot  to  pieces  that  only  16  men  were 
left  for  duty,  and  on  the  second  day,  Charles,  as  Corporal  and 
the  highest  officer  remaining,  took  command.  He  was  cited  for 
meritorious  conduct  and  promoted  to  Sergeant. 

The  siege  of  Corinth,  the  campaign  in  West  Tennessee  and 
northern  Mississippi,  and  the  battle  of  Hatchie  on  October  5  were 
other  1862  engagements  in  which  Charles  participated.  In  1863, 
he  took  part  in  the  long  seige  of  Vicksburg,  and  later  in  the 
campaigns  in  Mississippi.  He  was  mustered  out  of  service  with 
his  regiment.  After  the  war,  he  returned  to  Vicksburg  and,  with 
his  brother  George,  ran  a  grocery  and  commission  business  and 
later  a  variety  store. 

In  March,  1866,  as  one  Family  report  says,  “Charles  took  time 
off  to  return  to  Marengo,  Illinois,  where  on  March  23,  1866,  he 
married  Helen  McDonald”  (828-A).  He  had  met  her  there  during 
the  war  when  he  had  been  sent  back  to  Illinois  to  help  in  recruiting. 
They  returned  to  Vicksburg,  and  later  Charles  acted  as  Registrar 
under  the  Reconstruction  Act  in  Clark  County,  Mississippi. 

In  November  1867,  Charles  and  Helen  Onthank  returned  to 
Illinois  and  lived  at  Belvidere,  near  Marengo,  and  also  at  Rock¬ 
ford  and  at  Harvard.  At  these  places  Charles  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business,  from  which  he  retired  because  of  ill  health 
in  1887. 

He  was  an  active  member  of  the  G.A.R.,  being  commander  of 
the  Post  at  Harvard,  Illinois,  for  several  years.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  When  he  lived 
with  his  daughters  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  he  did  much  research 
on  the  Onthank  Family,  at  the  Library  of  Congress,  especially 
on  the  Colonial  period. 

Helen  McDonald  Onthank  died  at  Harvard,  Illinois,  on  November 
15, 1888.  Charles  Washington  Onthank  died  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  on 
October  31,  1896.  >. 

Children: 

959.  Nellie  May,  b.  July  21,  1869. 

960.  Alice  Maud,  b.  Jan.  4,  1874. 
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829.  WILLIAM  BAINBRIDGE  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Newton  (717)  and  Susan  Forbes  Ball  Onthank  (717-A),  and  the 
fourth  successive  “William”  in  this  line,  was  born  at  Southboro 
on  June  17,  1821.  William  soon  left  the  crowded  homestead 
there  for  Charlestown  (Boston),  where  he  followed  a  variety  of 
occupations,  and  prospered.  From  1852  to  1860,  he  was  sexton  of 
the  Harvard  Church  in  Charlestown;  in  1854  he  was  listed  as  a 
police  officer  there;  and  from  1875  to  1882  as  a  teamster. 

On  April  16,  1842,  William  Bainbridge  married  Lucetta  B.  Rob¬ 
erts  (829-A)  at  Charlestown;  intentions  were  posted  in  Southboro 
on  the  same  date.  Lucetta  was  born  at  Lunenburg,  Vermont,  on 
March  16,  1821;  other  Family  records  state  her  birthplace  as  Con¬ 
cord,  Vermont,  five  miles  from  Lunenburg,  and  still  another  gives 
Stanstead,  P.Q.,  Canada.  William  might  have  met  her  while  visit¬ 
ing  his  mother’s  parents  at  Concord,  Vermont.  Her  parents  were 
stated  as  John  Vieberts,  born  at  Meredith,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Hannah  Clark,  of  Danville,  Vermont. 

About  1882,  William,  who  was  then  described  by  his  brother, 
Nahum,  as  “quite  well  off;  owns  property  in  Boston,”  bought 
his  grandfather  William  Onthank,  Jr.’s  farm  in  Southboro, 
which  had  been  previously  been  sold  to  David  Brewer,  thus  bringing 
the  “Little  Homestead”  back  into  the  Family  ownership.  He 
continued  to  farm  the  property  until  his  death  there  on  March 
17,  1895,  when  the  farm  was  bequeathed  to  his  daughter,  Sarah 
(962).  Lucetta  Roberts  Onthank  died  at  Southboro  on  February 
26,  1892. 

Children: 

961.  Mary  E.,  b.  July  22,  1844;  d.  Aug.  25,  1844. 

962.  Sarah  Elizabeth,  b.  Nov.  20,  1845. 

830.  NAHUM  BALL  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  son  of  William 
Newton  (717)  and  Susan  Forbes  Ball  (717-A)  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Holliston  on  July  19,  1823.  He  became  one  of  the  eminent 
portrait  artists  of  his  day.  The  family  legend  is  that  when  he 
was  a  young  lad  his  work  in  painting  a  sign  for  a  Southboro 
tavern  was  admired  by  an  itinerant  painter,  who  gave  him  some 
professional  advice  that  led  him  to  engage  in  that  profession. 
He  left  the  farm  when  he  was  18,  and  soon  afterwards  established 
himself  as  a  portrait  artist  in  New  London,  Connecticut,  where 
he  won  quick  success  and  acclaim.  Although  he  was  largely  self- 
taught,  he  took  instruction  later  from  the  celebrated  artist,  Chester 
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Harding,  who  was  also  his  friend.  He  later  established  studios 
in  Boston  where  he  became  a  successful  and  well-known  artist. 
Among  his  best  known  portraits  are  those  of  U.S.  Vice  President 
Henry  Wilson,  U.S.  Senator  Charles  Sumner,  John  Brown,  the 
abolitionist,  Washington  Alston,  the  artist,  Mayor  James  Hyde  of 
Newton,  Henry  Villard,  Seth  Davis  and  many  other  leading  men 
of  the  day,  as  well  as  others  of  Family  members.  He  exhibited 
his  work  at  the  National  Academy  in  1848  and  1850,  and  at  the 
Boston  Athenaeum,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  between  1853  and 
1872.  The  “Great  Fire”  in  Boston  in  1872  destroyed  his  studio,  in¬ 
cluding  many  finished  and  unfinished  pieces  of  art.  Thereafter, 
he  travelled  much,  pursuing  his  profession,  especially  in  the  South. 

During  his  later  life,  Nahum  Ball  became  one  of  the  earliest 
historians  of  the  Onthank  Family,  partly  because  he  was  the 
Boston  focus  for  letters  and  visits  from  members  of  the  Family 
who  had  become  interested  in  their  backgrounds.  He  did  much 
work  on  the  Southboro  Town  records,  in  the  cemeteries,  and  in 
collecting  information  from  living  relatives,  data  which  have  been 
of  great  value  in  producing  this  history. 

In  1845,  Nahum  Ball  married  Lydia  Ann  Brigham  (803-A)  of 
Southboro,  born  there  on  November  11,  1827.  They  lived  for  two 
years  in  New  London,  Connecticut,  where  Nahum  was  getting  a 
start  in  his  profession,  and  then  moved  to  Boston  and  later  to  the 
suburb,  West  Newton.  Lydia  Ann  died  at  Newton  on  March  13, 
1863. 

Children: 

963.  Eugene,  b.  June  12,  1847;  d.  Aug.  27,  1847. 

964.  Angelo,  b.  Apr.  15,  1851;  d.  Nov.  15,  1851. 

965..  G - ,  dau.,  b. - ;  d.  1857. 

966.  Otis  Brigham,  b.  Aug.  24,  1853. 

967.  Lillian,  b.  Feb.  8,  1856;  d.  Apr.  4,  1863. 

968.  Leon,  b.  July  3,  1857;  d.  Feb.  22,  1861. 

969.  William  B.,  b.  July  1860;  d.  Oct.  9,  1861. 

On  June  15,  1864,  Nahum  Ball  married  one  of  his  pupils,  Caroline 
Heath  Clancey  (White)  (830-B),  widow  of  Rufus  T.  White.  She  was 
born  at  Bath,  Maine,  on  December  24,  1833,  daughter  of  Captain 
David  Clancey  and  Elvira  (Coffin)  Heath.  On  both  sides  of  her 
family  were  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  as  well  as  a  long 
line  of  ship  captains  from  Bath,  Maine.  She  became  an  accom¬ 
plished  artist  in  her  own  right,  and  was  also  one  of  the  earliest 
members  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Through  the  Clancey  Family,  Caroline  Heath  Onthank  and  her 
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descendants  are  related  to  the  only  “Salem  Witch”  who  has  been 
found  in  the  Onthank  records,  Mrs.  Susanna  North  Martin.  On 
June  29,  1692,  Mrs.  Martin  was  tried  for  “witchcraft”  at  Salem, 
Massachusetts.  Testimony  was  given  that  she  had  arrived  at  a 
friend’s  home  after  a  walk  of  several  miles  on  a  stormy  day, 
without  her  clothes  or  shoes  having  become  wet.  Several  young 
girls  stated  that  “Goody  Martin”  had  bewitched  them  into  hys¬ 
terics.  She  was  convicted  of  witchcraft  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged. 

Before  her  execution,  Susanna  North  Martin  was  offered  an 
opportunity  to  be  saved  if  she  recanted  and  admitted  her  alliance 
with  the  Devil.  Goodwife  Martin  replied,  “I  dare  not  tell  a  lie 
if  it  would  save  my  life!”  She  was  hanged  as  a  witch  on  July  19, 
1692,  in  Salem.  John  Greenleaf  Whittier  has  commemorated  this 
sad  act  in  a  poem  entitled  “The  Witch’s  Daughter.” 

On  August  28,  1957,  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  passed 
a  resolution  which  repudiated  all  such  witchcraft  convictions  and 
judgments. 

Caroline  Heath  Clancey  had  married,  on  April  9,  1859,  Rufus 
T.  White,  who  was  born  at  Boston  on  January  1,  1833.  A  son 
was  born  to  them  who  died  in  his  infancy  on  the  day  of  Rufus 
White’s  funeral;  he  died  on  December  13,  1861. 

Caroline  Heath  Onthank  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
Georgia,  at  Laramie,  Wyoming,  on  June  20,  1902.  Nahum  Ball 
Onthank  had  died  at  Boston  on  November  24,  1888. 

Children: 

970.  Arthur  Nahum  Ball,  b.  Mar.  4,  1865. 

971.  Caroline  Lena,  b.  April  25,  1868. 

927.  Elmer  Alonzo,  b.  April  5,  1870. 

973.  Georgiana  Morgiana,  b.  Jan.  5,  1876. 

831.  SUSAN  FORBES  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  first  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  Newton  (717)  and  Susan.  Forbes  Ball  (717-A)  On¬ 
thank,  and  named  after  her  mother,  was  born  at  Holliston  (?) 
on  March  24,  1824. 

In  1845,  Susan  married  David  Brewrer,  a  widower,  who  was 
born  on  March  16,  1806,  and  had  as  his  first  wife,  Polly  Bellows, 
who  had  died  in  1843.  Some  time  after  the  death  of  Emerson 
Onthank  (714),  David  Brewer  had  purchased  that  part  of  the 
Onthank  “Little  Homestead”  which  Emerson  had  inherited  from 
his  father,  William  Onthank,  Jr.  (602),  including  the  home  itself. 
It  will  be  recalled  that  the  property  came  back  into  the  Onthank 
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Family  later  through  purchase  by  William  Bainbridge  Onthank 
(829)  after  the  death  of  David  Brewer  in  1882. 

Susan  Onthank  Brewer  died  at  Southboro  on  August  12,  1853, 
age  29. 

Children: 

1.  Nahum  Francis,  b.  Oct.  12,  1845;  m.  Mary  S.  Barnard,  Nov.  22, 

1874;  d.  Nov.  7,  1918. 

2.  Susan  M.,  b.  Oct.  5,  1846;  m.  Louville  V.  Niles,  July  15,  1873;  d. 

Mar.  17,  1887. 

3.  Frank,  b.  1853;  m.  Ella  M.  Johnson,  July  21,  1881;  d.  1915. 

David  Brewer  was  married  again  on  May  30,  1860,  to  Rachel 

Flint. 

832.  PHINEAS  E.  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  third  son  of 
William  Newton  (717)  and  Susan  Forbes  Ball  (717-A)  Onthank,  was 
bom  at  Holliston  in  December  1825,  and  died  there  on  February 
28,  1826,  age  2  months. 

833.  DANIEL  GREGORY  ONTHANK,  fifth  child  and  fourth 
son  of  William  Newton  (717)  and  Susan  Forbes  Ball  (717-A)  On¬ 
thank,  was  born  at  Southboro  on  April  16,  1828.  Early  in  his 
life  he  moved  to  Boston,  and  lived  there  for  a  time  with  his  brother, 
Nahum  Ball  Onthank.  Later  he  moved  to  Charlestown.  He  was 
a  cook  by  occupation,  and  had  his  own  restaurant  in  the  market 
section  of  Boston. 

On  March  31,  1850,  probably  at  Charlestown,  Daniel  Gregory 
married  Naomi  Moulton  Morrill  (833-A),  who  was  born  on  October 
21,  1828,  at  Stanstead,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  the  daughter 
of  Eli  Knight  Morrill,  an  outstanding  citizen  of  that  town.  Stan¬ 
stead,  P.Q.,  and  the  Morrill  family  have  played  such  an  important 
part  in  the  lives  of  several  of  the  Onthank  Family  that  it  is  well 
to  place  it  and  them  correctly. 

Stanstead  is  a  small  town  (its  population  today  is  about  1,000) 
which  lies  some  two  miles  across  the  Canadian  border,  above 
eastern  Vermont.  It  is  about  forty  miles  north  of  Concord,  Lunen¬ 
burg  and  other  Vermont  towns  where  other  Onthank  wives  or 
husbands  had  originated  or  lived.  It  has  already  been  mentioned 
as  the  possible  birthplace  of  Lucetta  B.  Roberts  (829-A),  who  mar¬ 
ried  Bainbridge  Onthank. 

The  first  of  the  Morrills  to  come  to  Boston  was  Maria,  sister 
of  Eli  Knight  Morrill,  who  married  Nelson  Bartlett  of  Charlestown. 
Maria  was  very  close  to  Eli’s  daughters,  Naomi  and  Almira,  who 
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visited  her  at  Charlestown.  There  was  also  another  sister,  Emeline 
Morrill,  who  had  a  large  part  in  the  history  of  Almira’s  later 
family. 

Daniel  Gregory  Onthank  died  at  Charlestown  on  March  31, 
1857,  age  28. 

Children: 

974.  Charles  D.,  b.  Feb.  23,  1851;  d.  Nov.  21,  1851. 

975.  Alphonso  Daniel,  b.  Jan.  15,  1852. 

976.  William,  b.  Feb.  9,  1855;  d.  Mar.  19,  1855. 

977.  Lina  Louise,  b.  Mar.  23,  1857. 

Naomi  Morrill  Onthank,  left  a  widow  with  two  small  children, 
6  and  2  years  old,  married  at  Quincy  in  1858  Franklin  Willard  Bar¬ 
rett,  who  had  been  born  at  South  Londonderry,  Vermont,  on  No¬ 
vember  28,  1828.  He  was  beloved  by  Naomi’s  children.  They  later 
lived  at  Madison,  New  Hampshire,  where  many  of  the  Onthank 
family  delighted  to  visit  because  of  Naomi’s  renowned  culinary 
skill  as  well  as  the  bracing  climate  of  the  White  Mountains. 
Franklin  died  on  September  18,  1898,  at  Winthrop.  Naomi  died  on 
December  11,  1904,  at  West  Newton. 

834.  ALONZO  SAMUEL  ONTHANK  was  born  at  Westboro  on 
May  23,  1831;  (?).  The  official  Westboro  Vital  Statistics  state, 

“Onthank,  Alonzo  Gilbert,  son  -  and  Mary  E.  Forbush, 

December  28,  1832.”  Mary  E.  Forbush  married  Edward  Fawcett 
(Fassett)  at  Westboro  on  April  12,  1838.  Various  other  birth  dates 
and  places  for  Alonzo  are  given  by  his  family:  1828;  1830,  in 
Vermont;  1831,  at  Southboro.  When  Alonzo  was  married,  in  May 
1853,  he  gave  his  age  as  22. 

He  was  brought  up  as  a  child  of  William  .Newton  Onthank  (717) 
as  Alonzo  Samuel  Onthank.  He,  too,  was  attracted  to  Boston, 
and  took  up  business,  there,  with  his  residence  in  Charlestown. 
For  many  years  he  and  Alpheus  S.  Morrill,  another  of  the  Morrill 
family  whose  relationship  is  not  known,  had  a  restaurant  in  Faneuil 
Hall  Square  under  the  firm  name  of  “Morrill  and  Onthank.” 
Later,  his  family  lived  in  West  Newton,  around  the  corner  from 
the  home  of  Nahum  Ball  Onthank  (830). 

On  May  2,  1853,  Alonzo  Samuel  married  the  second  Morrill 
sister  from  Stanstead,  P.Q.,  Almira  Susan  (834-A),  at  Charlestown. 
She  was  born  on  May  24,  1833.  About  1877,  Alonzo  suffered  a 
stroke,  and  his  doctor  ordered  him  to  have  a  change  of  climate, 
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for  which  Alonzo  and  Almira  were  invited  to  visit  with  another 
Morrill  at  Beaufort,  South  Carolina.  Emmeline  Morrill  had  also 
gone  from  Stanstead,  P.Q.,  to  Boston,  and  there  had  married 
Charles  Fogg,  who  had  died  a  few  years  afterwards.  Emmeline 
had  volunteered  as  a  nurse  with  the  Union  Army,  and  had  been 
sent  to  a  hospital  at  Hilton  Head,  near  Beaufort,  South  Carolina. 
After  the  war,  Emmeline  Morrill  Fogg  married  Winchell  French 
of  Beaufort,  and  remained  there. 

Alonzo  and  Almira,  after  their  visit  with  Emmeline  Morrill 
French,  decided  to  settle  there  at  Beaufort,  and  bought  the  Sea 
Island  Hotel.  Alonzo  was  a  popular  resident,  and  was  generally 
known  as  “Judge.”  He  died  at  Beaufort  on  March  27,  1885. 

His  widow,  Almira  Morrill  Onthank,  later  bought  a  lovely 
Southern  homestead,  “Tabby  Manse,”  from  her  sister,  Emmeline 
French,  and  brought  up  her  family  there,  while  using  the  home¬ 
stead  for  paying  guests.  She  always  maintained  her  loyalty  to 
Queen  Victoria,  and  never  took  out  U.S.  citizenship.  She  died 
at  Beaufort  on  April  29,  1931. 

Children: 

978.  Ada  Almira,  b.  July  12,  1854. 

979.  Emmeline  Mahalia  Fogg,  b.  May  31,  1857. 

980.  Mary  Elizabeth,  b.  Aug.  24,  1860. 

981.  Albert  Alonzo,  b.  Sept.  17,  1866. 

982.  Almira  Morrill,  b.  May  28,  1873. 

835.  LYDIA  ANN  ONTHANK,  seventh  child  and  second  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  Newton  (717)  and  Susan  Forbes  Ball  (717-A) 
Onthank,  was  bom  in  1834,  probably  at  Concord,  Vermont.  In 

1854,  she  married - Richardson,  of  whom  there  are  no  known 

records.  They  had  no  children. 

836.  MARY  ELIZABETH  ONTHANK,  eighth  child  and  third 
daughter  of  William  Newton  (717)  and  Susan  Forbes  Ball  (717-A) 
Onthank,  was  born  at  Concord,  Vermont,  in  1837.  On  August  9, 
1858,  at  Boston,  she  married  Walter  S.  Reynolds,  of  whom  there 
are  no  known  records.  Mary  Elizabeth  died  in  1885  at  Framing¬ 
ham.  They  had  no  children. 

837.  WILLIAM  CURTIS  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  Curtis  (718) 
and  Mary  Ann  Bryant  Onthank,  was  born  at  Boston  in  May,  1820, 
and  died  there  in  his  second  year  on  August  14,  1821. 
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838.  WILLIAM  HENRY  ONTHANK  (HENRY),  second  child 
and  son  of  Curtis  (718)  and  Mary  Ann  Bryant  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Boston  on  July  2,  1825.  In  1848  and  1849  he  is  listed  in  Boston 
directories  as  a  printer;  from  1852  to  1871  his  occupation  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  is  given  as  a  clerk;  and  from  1871  to  1882  he  was  a  clerk 
in  Boston.  In  1885  he  became  janitor  and  head  usher  of  the  Boston 
Theater,  where  he  became  well-known  to  members  of  the  Family 
who  had  a  taste  for  the  drama. 

About  1850,  Henry  married  Sarah  H.  Grant  (838-A),  who  was 
born  in  Boston  in  January  1829,  the  daughter  of  Alpheus  S.  Grant, 
born  at  Kittery,  Maine,  and  Nancy  (Moses)  Grant,  born  at  Ports¬ 
mouth,  New  Hampshire. 

Henry  died  at  Somerville  on  May  25,  1895,  and  Sarah  died  there 
on  November  1,  1898.  They  are  buried  in  the  Bumstead  tomb  of 
The  Old  Granary  Burying  Grounds  in  Boston.  They  had  one 
child,  an  unnamed  son  (983)  who  was  born  on  January  29,  1851,  and 
died  soon  thereafter. 

839.  SAMUEL  GREEN  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  son  of  Curtis 
(718)  and  Mary  Ann  Bryant  Onthank,  was  born  at  Boston  in  Febru¬ 
ary  1827.  In  his  early  years  he  owned  a  fruit  store  in  Boston,  but 
later  operated  a  store  for  textile  trimmings.  He  was  also  a  police¬ 
man. 

During  those  later  years,  Samuel  Green  was  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  of  Boston,  and  rose  to  the  rank 
of  4th  Sergeant  of  Artillery  between  1855  and  1857.  His  acquaint¬ 
ance  in  that  organization  with  Major  Thomas  Bumstead  may  be 
the  reason  for  several  members  of  his  family  being  interred  in 
the  Bumstead  tomb,  Nos.  141  and  143,  in  The  Old  Granary  Bury¬ 
ing  Grounds  of  Boston.  He  was  buried  there  after  his  death  on 
July  21,  1861,  at  Roxbury. 

On  January  24,  1850,  Samuel  married  Mary  Ann  Gault  (839-A) 
at  Boston,  who  was  born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  in  1833.  After  the 
death  of  Samuel,  Mary  Ann  conducted  a  millinery  business  in 
Boston  until  1878.  She  died  in  Brooklyn,  New  Yorik,  at  the 
home  of  her  son,  Fred  Samuel  Onthank,  date  unknown. 

Children: 

984.  - ,  unnamed  daughter,  b.  Feb.  23,  1851. 

985.  Mary  Ella,  b.  1855  (?). 

986.  Fred  Samuel,  b.  1856. 
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840.  ADELINE  N.  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  only  daughter 
of  Curtis  (718)  and  Mary  Ann  Bryant  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Boston  in  September  1829,  and  died  there  on  June  27,  1830,  in  her 
first  year;  she  is  buried  in  the  Bumstead  tomb. 

841.  WILLIAM  ELMUS  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  Gulielmus 
(722)  and  Hannah  Cutting  Onthank,  was  born  at  Troy,  New  York, 
about  1830.  After  his  mother’s  remarriage  and  their  move  to 
Joliet,  Illinois,  William  became  a  conductor  on  the  Chicago  and 
Alton  Railroad.  He  had  later  decided  to  find  other  employment, 
but  on  his  last  trip  for  the  railroad,  while  trying  to  close  the  end 
door  of  a  carload  of  grain,  he  fell  between  the  cars  and  was  killed, 
on  August  16,  1857.  He  was  unmarried. 

842.  GEORGE  HENRY  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  son  of 
Gulielmus  (722)  and  Hannah  Cutting  Onthank,  was  born  at  Troy, 
New  York,  on  May  10,  1831,  and  later  moved  with  his  mother 
and  step-father  to  Joliet,  Illinois.  Soon  after  the  War  with  Mexico 
began  in  1845,  George,  then  15  years  old,  announced  to  his  family 
that  he  had  enlisted  as  a  drummer-boy;  he  served  throughout 
that  war  with  General  Winfield  Scott’s  forces.  He  is  the  only  one 
of  the  Onthank  Family  known  to  have  taken  part  in  the  Mexican 
War. 

On  his  return  from  the  Army,  George  took  up  school  teaching- 
in  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  there  married  Mary  Ann  Dalton  (842-A), 
on  September  11,  1851.  Mary  Ann  was  born  at  Detroit  on  March 
25,  1833,  daughter  of  Michael  Dalton  and  a  “Miss  Goodbody,” 
early  pioneers  in  Michigan.  Her  great-grandfather,  Edward  Dal¬ 
ton,  had  come  to  Salem,  Massachusetts,  from  Ireland  in  1776, 
and  had  served  in  the  American  Navy  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Mary  Ann  Dalton  was  a  staunch  Roman  Catholic  and  per¬ 
suaded  her  husband,  George  Henry,  to  join  that  church.  Soon 
after  their  marriage  they  moved  to  Joliet. 

Nothing  is  known  of  George’s  later  occupation.  He  died  at 
Chicago  on  February  21,  1895,  five  years  after  the  death  of  his 
wife,  Mary  Ann,  on  January  14,  1890. 

Children: 

987.  Michael  Edward,  b.  June  15,  1852. 

988.  George  Arthur,  b.  Apr.  7,  1854. 

989.  John  Dalton,  b.  June  24,  1856;  d.  June  27,  1856. 

990.  William  Henry,  b.  Sept.  24,  1857. 
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991.  Charles  Francis,  b.  Aug.  16,  1860. 

992.  Richard  Elmus  Lawrence,  b.  Dec.  24,  1862. 

993.  Frederick  Augustus,  b.  Dec.  3,  1864. 

994.  Mary  Agnes,  b.  Jan.  16,  1867. 

995.  Margaret  Ellen,  b.  Jan.  22,  1869. 

996.  John  Dalton,  b.  Feb.  22,  1870;  d.  Sept.  21,  1871. 

997.  Catherine,  b.  Jan.  2,  1875;  d.  Jan.  5,  1875. 

998.  John  Dalton,  b.  Aug.  1,  1876;  d.  same  date. 

999.  Joseph  James,  b.  Mar  11,  1877. 


8. 


The  Ninth  Generation 


900.  HOWARD  JAMES  ONTHANK,  first  child  of 
John  James  (802)  and  Lucy  Brown  Onthank,  was  born  at  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  on  September  7,  1849.  In  the  Federal  censuses 
of  1870  and  1880  he  is  listed  as  a  farmer,  probably  on  his  father’s 
farm  at  nearby  Hamden.  In  the  later  New  Haven  directories  he 
is  listed  as  a  laborer  in  1884,  and  as  a  teamster  in  1887  and  1889.  On 
December  12,  1883,  at  New  Haven,  Howard  married  Gussy  Barr 
(Bahr),  (900-A),  who  was  born  in  New  York  in  1862. 

Little  is  known  about  Howard’s  life  except  from  an  undated 
letter  written  by  him  to  his  sister  Nellie,  in  which  he  stated  that 
he  had  left  Connecticut  two  years  previously  and  had  married  a 
woman  (her  name  was  omitted)  in  Mechanicsburg,  Virginia 
(near  Roanoke).  He  had,  by  that  time,  changed  his  name  to  “G. 
D.  Howard.” 

The  dates  and  places  of  death  of  Howard  James  Onthank  and 
of  his  two  wives  have  not  been  found. 

Children: 

1000.  Lulu  May,  b.  Oct.  31,  1884. 

1001.  William  Martin,  b.  Apr.  25,  1886. 

901.  EMMA  I.  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  first  daughter  of 
John  James  (802)  and  Lucy  Brown  Onthank,  .was  born  at  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  on  May  9,  1851.  She  married  John  Lyons, 
son  of  Martin  and  Anastasia  (Coleman)  Lyons,  who  became 
proprietor  of  the  Park  Hotel  on  Whalley  Avenue,  New  Haven. 
Emma  died  at  New  Haven  on  December  10,  1909.  John  Lyons 
died  there  on  August  2,  1917,  and  was  buried  at  Northampton, 
Massachusetts.  They  left  no  children. 

902.  IDA  GERTRUDE  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  second 
daughter  of  John  James  (802)  and  Lucy  Brown  Onthank,  was  born 
at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  on  December  2,  1854,  and  died  there 
in  her  third  year,  on  August  29,  1857. 
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903.  NELLIE  GERTRUDE  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  third 
daughter  of  John  James  (802)  and  Lucy  Brown  Onthank,  was 
born  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  on  July  9,  1858.  On  April  19,  1893, 
at  New  Haven,  she  married  Andrew  B.  Thomas,  a  carpenter,  who 
was  born  at  New  Haven  on  August  12,  1865.  They  lived  at  West 
Haven,  Connecticut,  until  Andrew’s  death  there  on  February  23, 
1944,  and  of  Nellie  G.  on  June  29,  1948,  at  almost  90  years. 

Children: 

1.  Mabel  Louise,  b.  Jan.  27,  1894;  m.  Stephen  B.  Elkins,  Aug.  10, 1935. 

2.  Viola  Antoinette,  b.  Jan.  30,  1896;  d.  Sept.  15,  1930,  unmarried. 

3.  Andrew  James,  b.  Jan.  9,  1898;  m.  (1)  Charlotte  Grady;  (2)  Ther¬ 

esa  W.  Gustafson;  d.  1925. 

4.  Lauren  Garfield,  b.  Sept.  16,  1902;  m.  Belinda  M.  Cooley,  Sept.  29, 

1949. 

904.  LILLA  MARY  ONTHANK,  fifth  child  and  fourth  daughter 
of  John  James  (802)  and  Lucy  Brown  Onthank,  was  born  at  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  on  March  26,  1862.  She  never  married,  and 
for  several  years  lived  with  her  sister,  Emma,  and  worked  as 
housekeeper  at  the  Park  Hotel.  She  died  at  Springside  Home, 
New  Haven,  on  January  22,  1937. 

905.  CHARLOTTE  SOPHIA  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  Sullivan 
Fay  (804)  and  Lydia  Fisk  Brewer  Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro 
on  May  23,  1847,  and  died  there  in  her  sixth  year,  on  August  25,  1852. 

906.  CHARLES  HENRY  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  first 
son  of  Sullivan  Fay  (804)  and  Lydia  Fisk  Brewer  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Southboro  on  December  15,  1853.  From  1878  to  1892,  he  was 
a  bookkeeper  at  31  New  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  Boston.  Later,  and 
until  1905,  he  was  a  partner  in  “Niles  and  Onthank,”  a  provision 
(meat)  business,  at  the  same  location.  His  partner,  Gene  Niles, 
was  a  brother  of  Louville  H.  Niles,  who  had  married  Susan  M. 
Brewer,  a  daughter  of  Susan  Forbes  Onthank  (831)  and  David 
Brewer.  After  1890,  Charles’s  home  was  in  Somerville. 

On  September  15,  1886,  Charles  married  Martha  Henrietta 
Durant  (906-A),  who  was  born  on  April  6,  1857,  at  North  Hero, 
Vermont,  the  daughter  of  Luke  and  Mary  (Lawrence)  Durant. 
Charles  Henry  died  at  Somerville  on  July  8,  1906.  His  wife,  Martha, 
was  afflicted  with  a  mental  illness  and  died  in  a  state  hospital 
in  Worcester  on  February  19,  1916.  They  had  no  children. 
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907.  WILLIAM  FORREST  ONTHANK  (WILLIE),  third  child 
and  second  son  of  Sullivan  Fay  (804)  and  Lydia  Fisk  Brewer 
Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro  on  May  8,  1858.  From  his  father 
he  inherited  most  of  the  farm  land  of  the  “Large  Homestead” 
established  by  William  Onthank,  Sr.,  and  he  continued  to  farm 
that  property,  although  he  sold  a  part  of  it  to  the  Town  of  Southboro 
in  1911. 

On  May  12,  1885,  William  Forrest  married  Emily  Frances 
Bowditch  (907-A),  at  Wauregan,  Connecticut.  Emily  was  born  at 
Sag  Harbor,  Long  Island,  New  York,  on  December  13,  1861.  She 
died  as  a  result  of  an  accident  at  Southboro  on  October  9,  1891. 
They  had  one  child: 

1002.  William  Henry,  b.  Feb.  14,  1890. 

William  Forrest  was  married  for  a  second  time,  to  Isabella 
Liggitte  Kinloch  (907-B),  at  Southboro  on  August  27,  1895.  She 
was  born  at  Glasgow,  Scotland,  on  June  23,  1862.  She  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  Wilbraham  Academy,  Massachusetts,  and  had  taught 
school  at  Fayville  (Southboro)  before  her  marriage.  They  had 
one  child: 

1003.  Charlotte  Leota,  b.  Mar.  5,  1899;  d.  Mar.  20,  1899. 

William  Forrest  died  at  Southboro  on  February  13,  1925.  Isabella 
lived  with  her  step-son,  William  Henry,  who  took  over  the  farm, 
until  her  death  there  on  February  7,  1941. 

908.  CHARLES  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  William  Harrison 
(806)  and  Harriet  Mullen  Fay  (806-A)  Onthank,  was  born  at  South¬ 
boro  in  1848,  and  died  on  the  day  of  his  birth. 

909.  ALANSON  S.  ONTHANK,  second  child  of  William  Har¬ 
rison  (806)  and  Harriet  M.  Fay  (806-A)  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Southboro  on  June  22,  1851,  and  died  there  in  his  second  year,  on 
September  20,  1852. 

910.  WILLIAM  ALANSON  ONTHANK  (WILLIE),  third  child 
and  son  of  William  Harrison  (806)  and  Harriet  M.  Fay  (806-A) 
Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro  on  February  26,  1853.  In  1872, 
he  started  in  the  apothecary  trade  at  Marlboro,  then  the  home 
of  his  parents,  and  by  1885  had  become  a  druggist  and  owner  of 
his  own  store.  In  1900  he  moved  to  the  Roxbury  district  of  Boston 
and  for  over  thirty  years  operated  his  drug  store  at  59  Highland 
Street  there. 
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On  October  20,  1884,  Willie  married  Ellie  Rebecca  Watson 
(910-A),  at  Fitchburg.  Ellie  was  born  at  Northboro  on  June  4, 
1864,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Mary  (Whittemore)  Watson  of  that 
town. 

Willie  Onthank  died  at  Roxbury  on  December  14,  1931.  His 
widow  lived  in  Boston  and  Northboro  until  her  death  in  1943  in 
Northboro.  They  had  one  child: 

1004.  Charlotte  Wilma,  b.  Apr.  17,  1886. 

911.  HARRIET  LOUISE  ONTHANK  (HATTIE),  fourth  child 
and  first  daughter  of  William  Harrison  (806)  and  Harriet  M.  Fay 
(806-A)  Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro  on  April  28,  1856.  For 
many  years  she  lived  with  her  parents  at  Marlboro,  but  on  Decem¬ 
ber  5,  1914  she  married  a  widower,  William  Waldo  Fairbanks,  at 
Boston;  he  was  born  in  1850  at  Bellingham.  There  is  no  known 
record  of  his  occupation  or  of  his  death.  Hattie  died  on  January 
6,  1933.  They  had  no  children. 

912.  EMMA  ELLSWORTH  ONTHANK,  fifth  child  and  second 
daughter  of  William  Harrison  (806)  and  Harriet  M.  Fay  (806-A) 
Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro  on  November  8,  1861.  On  July 
3,  1881,  she  married  Frederick  P.  Rogers  at  Westboro,  who  had 
been  born  in  Upton  in  1857.  His  occupation  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage  was  a  clerk.  Emma  died  in  her  24th  year,  on  October 
23,  1885,  at  Westboro.  There  is  no  record  of  any  children. 

913.  EUGENE  F.  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  Frederick  Winslow 
(809)  and  Laura  Jane  Tracy  (809-A)  Onthank,  was  born  at  South¬ 
boro  on  March  26,  1854,  and  died  there  in  infancy  on  May  7,  1854. 

914.  EMMA  LOUISA  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  first  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Frederick  Winslow  (809)  and  Laura  J.  Tracy  (809-A)  Onthank, 
was  born  at  Southboro  on  July  15,  1857.  On  January  5,  1885,  she 
married  Edward  E.  Webber  at  Hudson,  who  was  born  at  Searsport, 
Maine,  in  1863,  and  was  then  a  resident  of  Hudson.  His  occupation 
is  not  known.  Emma  died  at  Worcester  on  January  11,  1919.  It 
is  not  known  whether  they  had  any  children. 

915.  MARY  JANE  ONTHANK  (JENNIE  MAY),  third  child 
and  second  daughter  of  Frederick  Winslow  (809)  and  Laura  Jane 
Tracy  (809-A)  Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro  on  March  11,  1859. 
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The  Marlboro  directories  record  her  occupaton  as  a  stitcher  in  a 
shoe  factory  from  1900  to  1909.  On  October  19,  1910,  Mary  Jane 
was  married  to  Hiram  G.  Collins  at  Northboro.  He  was  a  widower, 
born  in  Southboro  in  1861,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  A.  (Walker) 
Collins. 

Mary  Jane  died  at  Northboro  on  July  11,  1922.  It  is  not  known 
whether  she  had  any  children. 

916.  SUSAN  WOODBURY  ONTHANK  (SUSIE),  fourth  child  and 
third  daughter  of  Frederick  W.  (809)  and  Laura  J.  Tracy  (809-A) 
Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro  on  December  12,  1861.  For  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  she  worked  as  a  bookkeeper  at  one  of  the  Faneuil  Hall 
markets  in  Boston.  On  January  26,  1893,  Susan  married  William 
Quint  at  Southboro,  who  was  born  in  1857  at  North  Berwick,  Maine, 
and  was  then  a  resident  of  Boston,  with  occupation  as  merchant. 

Susan  died  at  West  Newton  on  October  22,  1913.  It  is  not  known 
whether  there  were  any  children. 

917.  CARRIE  MARIA  ONTHANK,  fifth  child  and  fourth  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Frederick  W.  (809)  and  Laura  J.  Tracy  (809-A)  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Southboro  on  October  4,  1865.  On  October  10,  1888,  she 
married  William  A.  Gould  at  South  Natick.  He  was  born  in  1863  in 
Nova  Scotia,  Canada;  his  occupation  is  unknown. 

Carrie  died  at  the  home  of  her  step-brother,  Clifford  A.  Onthank, 
in  Holland,  Michigan,  on  April  10,  1942,  and  was  buried  at  Southboro. 

Children: 

1.  Marian. 

2.  Earle. 

918.  - ONTHANK  (FREDDIE  -  ?),  sixth  child  of  Frederick 

W.  (809)  and  Laura  J.  Tracy  (809-A)  Onthank,  was  born  at  South¬ 
boro  on  November  22,  1867,  and  died  in  infancy  there  on  December 
5,  1867.  A  “Freddie”  Onthank  is  buried  at  Southboro  in  the  same 
lot  with  other  children  of  Frederick  Winslow  Onthank,  and  it  is 
presumed  that  such  was  the  name  of  the  child  who  was  not  named 
in  the  Southboro  Town  records. 

919.  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  ONTHANK,  seventh  child  and 
third  son  of  Frederick  W.  (809)  and  Laura  J.  Tracy  (809-A)  On¬ 
thank,  was  born  at  Southboro  on  June  20,  1869.  His  mother  died 
when  he  was  but  six  months  old,  and  he  was  adopted  by  a  childless 
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couple,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baxter  Rice.  He  later  changed  his  name 
legally  to  George  W.  Rice.  It  is  believed  that  he  died  on  April 
17,  1923. 

920.  GRACIE  MAUDE  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  Frederick 
Winslow  (809)  and  Sadie  J.  Knowlton  (809-B)  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Southboro  on  July  31,  1874,  and  died  in  her  second  year  on  August 
13,  1875. 

921.  ERNEST  W.  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  first  son  of 
Frederick  W.  (809)  and  Sadie  J.  Knowlton  (809-B)  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Southboro  on  January  13,  1877,  and  died  in  infancy  on 
February  20,  1877. 

922.  JESSIE  MABEL  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  second  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Frederick  W.  (809)  and  Sadie  J.  Knowlton  (809-B)  Onthank, 
was  born  at  Southboro  on  November  17,  1879.  For  some  time  she 
lived  with  her  widowed  mother  in  Marlboro.  Jessie  took  up  the 
profession  of  nursing  which  she  continued  until  recently.  She 
has  also  been  active  in  church  affairs. 

On  April  20,  1904,  Jessie  married  Isaac  Austin  MacConnell 
(Austin)  at  Springfield.  He  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  Canada, 
on  June  6,  1878,  the  son  of  Alexander  and  Georgina  (Ritcey)  Mac¬ 
Connell.  During  his  life  he  was  a  salesman  and  music  house 
manager  for  the  Steinert  Piano  Company.  Music  had  been  his 
hobby  since  he  was  a  choir  boy  at  eight  years,  and  he  continued 
throughout  his  life  his  avocation  of  singing  in  churches,  concerts 
and  entertainments.  He  died  at  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  on  Jan¬ 
uary  2,  1932. 

Jessie  Onthank  MacConnell  is  presently  living  (1958)  at  5937 
Main  Street,  Trumbull,  Connecticut. 

Children: 

« 

1.  Muriel  Lucille,  b.  Feb.  10,  1906;  d.  1930. 

2.  Clifford  Austin,  b.  July  12,  1908. 

923.  CLIFFORD  AVISON  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  second 
son  of  Frederick  W.  (809)  and  Sadie  J.  Knowlton  (809-B)  Onthank, 
was  born  at  Southboro  on  March  12,  1882. 

Clifford  developed  the  proverbial  “itchy-foot”  and  had  a  fabulous 
experience  of  travel  and  adventure.  He  started  off  selling  pianos 
in  New  England,  which  somehow  prepared  him  for  a  tunnel-boring 
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job  in  western  Massachusetts.  Later,  the  West  attracted  him  and 
he  entered  the  automobile  business  in  California,  including  racing 
automobiles  on  dirt  tracks,  from  which  he  fortunately  emerged, 
to  quote  him,  “with  a  whole  hide.”  Another  job  doing  experimental 
work  for  an  eastern  manufacturer  took  Clifford  into  Nevada 
during  the  gold  rush  there,  “a  wild  and  wooly  precinct  if  I  ever 
saw  one.”  A  subsequent  trip  to  Panama  by  ship  almost  resulted 
disastrously  because  he  “helped  a  fellow  passenger  to  coze  a  lot 
of  Colts  revolvers  through  customs.”  Eventually,  Clifford  settled 
down  in  the  automobile  business  at  Holland,  Michigan. 

On  August  14,  1912,  he  married  Bertha  Knearl  (923-A),  whom 
he  had  met  earlier  in  San  Francisco,  California,  and  who  was 
born  at  Bangor,  Michigan,  on  May  26,  1879.  She  is  presently  (1958) 
living  at  1852  South  Shore  Drive,  Holland,  Michigan. 

Clifford  Avison  died  at  Bradentown,  Florida,  on  May  9,  1950,  and 
is  buried  at  Graafschap  Cemetery,  Holland,  Michigan.  They  had 
one  child: 

1005.  Clifford  Avison,  Jr.,  b.  Sept.  10,  1922. 

924.  SARAH  E.  ONTHANK,  first  child  and  daughter  of  William 
Davis  (812)  and  Elizabeth  Tucker  Onthank,  was  born  at  Troy, 
New  York,  on  September  21,  1830.  Nothing  else  is  known  about 
her. 

925.  LUCINIA  ANNE  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  daughter 
of  William  Davis  (812)  and  Elizabeth  Tucker  Onthank,  was  born  in 
Troy,  New  York,  on  September  17,  1832.  All  that  is  known  about 
her  is  that  she  married,  and  had  a  daughter,  May,  who  married 

- Kellmer.  A  son,  Emil  B.  Kellmer,  was  later  on  the  Pacific 

Coast. 

t 

926.  JULIA  FRANCES  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  daughter  of 
William  Davis  (812)  and  Elizabeth  Tucker  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Troy,  New  York,  on  March  29,  1835.  Nothing  more  is  know  about 
her. 

927.  MARY  JANE  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  daughter  of 
William  Davis  (812)  and  Elizabeth  Tucker  Onthank,  was  born  in 
Troy,  New  York,  on  May  1,  1840.  In  1861  she  was  listed  as  a  teacher 
in  the  6th  Ward  School  there.  There  is  no  further  information  about 
her. 
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928.  EMMA  AMELIA  ONTHANK,  fifth  child  and  daughter  of 
William  Davis  (812)  and  Elizabeth  Tucker  Onthank,  was-  born  at 
Troy,  New  York,  on  January  29,  1843.  From  1862  through  1864 
she  was  listed  as  a  teacher  in  the  6th  Ward  School  there.  On 
July  25,  1864,  she  was  married  to  Harlo  N.  Himes,  who  was  born 
on  January  5,  1838.  His  occupation  is  not  known.  He  died  on 
November  8,  1902,  and  Emma  died  on  November  1,  1917.  They  had 
three  children: 

1.  Eva  Elizabeth,  b.  Dec.  14,  1870. 

2.  Edith  Maud,  b.  Nov.  11,  1873. 

3.  William  Garfield,  b.  July  31,  1875. 

929.  GEORGE  HENRY  ONTHANK,  only  child  of  Daniel  Greg¬ 
ory  (813)  and  Lydia  Bush  (813-B)  Onthank,  was  born  at  Roches¬ 
ter,  New  York,  on  April  5,  1845.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  was 
a  tool-maker,  employed  by  the  Syracuse  Railroad,  and  it  is  probable 
that  he  continued  at  that  trade. 

On  September  25,  1871,  he  married  Emma  Samantha  Hart 
(929-A),  at  Syracuse,  New  York.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Loren 
B.  and  Samantha  (Allen)  Hart,  and  through  her  mother  was  related 
to  Ethan  Allen,  the  Vermont  hero  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  She 
was  born  at  Utica,  New  York,  on  September  22,  1850. 

George  Henry  died  at  Rochester  on  May  11,  1906,  and  his  wife, 
Emma,  at  Rochester  on  May  13,  1942. 

Children: 

1006.  Mabel  H.,  b.  Oct.  17,  1873;  d.  Aug.  5,  1874. 

1007.  Loren  Earl,  b.  June  2,  1879;  d.  Aug.  9,  1879. 

1008.  Frederick  Elmer,  b.  Aug.  1,  1880. 

1009.  Edna  Philineda,  b.  Mar.  11,  1882. 

1010.  George  Herbert,  b.  Dec.  23,  1894. 

930.  SUSAN  SOPHIA  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  Emerson  New¬ 
ton  (815)  and  Anne  Eliza  Williams  Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro 
on  August  1,  1840.  On  June  17,  1858,  she  married  Thomas  Boyd, 
Jr.,  at  Westboro,  who  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  in  1837,  the 
son  of  Thomas  and  May  A.  Boyd.  His  occupation  was  not  recorded 
at  time  of  marriage.  Susan  died  on  September  27,  1877.  They 
had  one  child: 

1.  Andrew. 

931.  SARAH  JANE  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  daughter  of 
Emerson  Newton  (815)  and  Anne  E.  Williams  Onthank,  was  born 
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at  Southboro  on  August  28,  1842,  and  died  there  in  her  sixth  year, 
on  December  11,  1847. 

932.  GEORGE  EMERSON  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  first 
son  of  Emerson  Newton  (815)  and  Anne  E.  Williams  Onthank, 
was  born  at  Southboro  on  April  24,  1844.  When  he  was  17,  he  en¬ 
listed  on  June  13,  1861,  in  the  Eleventh  Regiment,  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  assigned  to  Company  D;  rank,  Private. 
His  regiment  took  part  in  the  battles  of  First  Bull  Run  and  the 
siege  of  Yorktown,  in  the  engagements  at  Williamsburg,  Fair 
Oaks  and  other  battles  of  the  “Peninsula  (Virginia)  Campaign” 
of  1862,  and  in  the  engagement  at  Groveton,  near  Washington, 
D.C.  The  official  Civil  War  record  also  states,  “deserted,  Sept. 
1,  1862,  at  Alexandria,  Va.” 

According  to  his  own  later  statement,  however,  George  Emer¬ 
son  re-enlisted  under  the  name  of  “George  Butler,”  in  Company 
B,  16th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  was  mustered  in  on 
October  19,  1862,  and  served  in  the  battles  of  Chancellorsville, 
Gettysburg,  Wilderness,  Cold  Harbor,  Raid  on  Richmond  under 
General  Sheridan,  Five  Forks,  Petersburg,  and  Appomattox  Court 
House,  as  well  as  in  21  other  lesser  engagements.  He  was  dis¬ 
charged  with  his  regiment  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  on  April  9, 
1865. 

When  George  Emerson  enlisted  in  1862,  his  occupation  was 
stated  as  bootmaker.  After  the  Civil  War  he  moved  to  Marlboro 
and  by  1869  was  a  painter,  continuing  in  that  trade  until  about 
1885,  when  he  formed  a  partnership,  Ball  and  Onthank,  in  the 
painting  business. 

On  November  13,  1869,  George  Emerson  married  Sarah  A.  Chick 
(932-A),  a  widow,  at  Southboro.  She  was  born  at  Marlboro  in 
1851,  the  daughter  of  D.  Chick,  who  had  been  born  at  Alfred, 
Maine,  and  Sarah  (Garfield)  Chick,  born  at  Sudbury. 

Sarah  died  at  Marlboro  in  September  1892,  and  George  Emerson 
died  there  in  July  1896.  They  had  four  children: 

1011.  Ellsworth  Daniel,  b.  Dec.  24,  1869. 

1012.  Carrie  Augusta,  b.  Sept.  1872. 

1013.  Grace  M.,  b.  August  1881. 

1014.  Blanche  E.,  b.  March  1887. 

933.  JAMES  LINCOLN  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  second 
son  of  Emerson  Newton  (815)  and  Anne  E.  Williams  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Southboro  on  June  16,  1847. 
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Soon  after  he  reached  his  17th  birthday,  James  Lincoln  enlisted 
in  the  4th  Regiment,  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Heavy  Artillery,  on 
August  9,  1864.  His  regiment  served  chiefly  in  the  Defences  of 
Washington,  D.C.  He  was  mustered  out  on  June  17,  1865. 

At  the  time  of  his  enlistment,  James  Lincoln  gave  his  occupa¬ 
tion  as  farmer,  and  on  his  return  from  service  in  the  Civil  War 
he  returned  to  that  work.  In  about  1878  he  moved  to  West 
Boylston,  a  town  near  Worcester,  and  continued  as  a  farmer  for 
about  four  years.  In  1882  he  became  a  teamster  and  is  listed 
as  such  at  Worcester  until  1896. 

On  May  6,  1876,  James  Lincoln  married  Nettie  Mary  Winsor 
(933-A)  at  Marlboro.  Mary,  as  she  was  called,  was  born  in  1854 
in  Willimantic,  Connecticut,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Harriet 
(Perkins)  WTinsor.  She  died  only  six  years  after  her  marriage 
on  November  24,  1882,  at  Worcester.  James  Lincoln  died  at  Med- 
field  on  September  18,  1898.  They  had  one  child: 

1015.  Andrew,  b.  Sept.  2,  1877. 

934.  MARTHA  ANN  CROUCH  ONTHANK,  fifth  child  and  third 
daughter  of  Emerson  Newton  (815)  and  Anne  E.  Williams  On- 
thank,  was  born  at  Southboro  on  September  26,  1849  (the  Town 
Record  states  1848).  In  1866,  at  Southboro,  she  married  Carlos 
L.  Heath,  who  was  born  in  1843,  the  son  of  Fayston  A.  Heath,  then 
a  bootmaker.  They  later  lived  at  Woonsocket,  Rhode  Island. 
Martha  evidently  inherited  part  of  the  Onthank  Homestead  from 
her  father  because  some  time  after  1939  she  and  the  widow  of 
her  brother,  Harry  A.  (937),  sold  some  land  in  Fayville  to  the 
Town  of  Southboro.  The  date  of  her  death  is  not  certain,  nor  is 
there  any  record  that  she  had  any  children. 

935.  CLARA  LORENE  ONTHANK,  sixth  child  and  fourth 
daughter  of  Emerson  Newton  (815)  and  Anne  E.  Williams  On¬ 
thank,  was  born  at  Southboro  in  June  1853,  and  died  there  in 
infancy  on  July  20,  1853.  (NOTE.  This  is  one  of  the  many  cases 
in  which  several  dates  are  given  for  the  same  circumstances:  The 
official  Town  of  Southboro  gives  the  above  date  of  death;  the 
records  of  the  Southboro  Cemetery  state,  July  20,  1852;  and  a 
family  letter  says,  1849-1851.) 

936.  ALBERT  W.  ONTHANK,  seventh  child  and  third  son  of 
Emerson  Newton  (815)  and  Anne  E.  Williams  Onthank,  was  born 
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at  Southboro  on  March  7,  1854,  and  according  to  the  Town  Records, 
died  there  on  May  24,  1854.  (NOTE.  Again  there  is  a  confusion 
of  dates:  The  Cemetery  record  gives  date  of  death  as  August  24, 
1855;  the  tombstone  states,  1847-1849,  as  does  also  a  family  letter.) 

937.  HARRY  ALGIERE  ONTHANK,  eighth  child  and  fourth  son 
of  Emerson  Newton  (815)  and  Anne  E.  Williams  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Southboro  on  April  9,  1859.  Little  is  known  about  him 
except  that  in  his  early  years  he  was  a  distance  runner,  that  he 
continued  to  live  at  Southboro  on  the  Turnpike  Road  (Fayville), 
and  that  he  was  a  teamster  and  a  laborer. 

Harry’s  first  wife  was  Mary  (May)  Delia  Crockett  (937-A),  who 
was  born  at  Medford  in  1867,  the  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Elizabeth 
(Fogg)  Crockett;  she  came  from  Searsport,  Maine,  and  died  in 
Southboro  on  February  14,  1906.  They  had  one  child: 

1016.  Marion  Irene,  b.  1899. 

A  second  wife  was  “Anna  E.”  (937-B),  of  whom  there  is  no  in¬ 
formation,  except  that  as  Harry’s  widow,  she  and  Martha  A. 
Heath  (934)  sold  land  on  the  Turnpike  Road  to  the  Town  of  South¬ 
boro.  Harry  A.  died  at  Southboro  on  March  7,  1939. 

938.  MARY  ELLEN  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  Joseph  Mellon 
(816)  and  Mary  Jones  (816-A)  Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro  on 
July  7,  1842,  and  died  there  in  infancy  on  February  2,  1843. 

939.  ARES  (ARUS)  MELLON  ONTHANK,  second  child  and 
only  son  of  Joseph  Mellon  (816)  and  Mary  Jones  (816-A)  Onthank, 
was  born  at  Southboro  on  January  2,  1844. 

When  he  was  18,  Ares  enlisted  in  the  First  Regiment,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry,  on  August  14,  1862,  and  was  assigned 
to  Company  C;  rank,  Private.  His  Civil  War  service  was  long, 
and  included  some  of  the  bitterest  battles  and  campaigns  of  that 
conflict:  the  Seven  Days  Battles  on  the  Peninsula  (Virginia),  Sec¬ 
ond  Bull  Run,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Wild¬ 
erness,  Spottsylvania,  and  the  Bloody  Angle.  He  was  mustered  out 
on  May  25,  1864. 

Soon  after  his  return,  Ares  moved  to  Worcester.  It  is  note¬ 
worthy  that  Ares  was  the  first  of  four  Onthanks  to  move  to  that 
city,  and  three  of  the  four  —  Ares,  Dexter  Daniel  (822),  his 
uncle,  and  James  Lincoln  (933)  —  were  fellow  Civil  War  veterans; 
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the  fourth  was  Ares’  father,  Joseph  Mellon.  Evidently,  the  bond 
between  those  veterans  was  a  strong  one. 

Ares  was  listed  in  1865  at  Worcester  as  a  blacksmith,  a  change 
from  his  occupation  of  farmer  as  stated  at  his  enlistment,  but  in 
1873  he  became  a  machinist  and  is  so  recorded  until  his  death. 
On  May  1,  1865,  he  married  Lucy  J.  Fish  (939-A),  at  Worcester. 
Lucy  was  born  at  Worcester  on  December  5,  1840,  the  daughter 
of  Rufus  A.  and  Sarah  J.  (Pottle)  Fish  of  that  city.  In  1867, 
Ares  and  Lucy  bought  a  home  at  7  Forest  Street,  in  the  Worcester 
suburbs,  and  lived  there  until  Ares’  death. 

Ares  Mellon  died  at  Worcester  on  October  27,  1914,  and  his 
widow,  Lucy,  on  July  4,  1919.  So  far  as  is  known,  they  had  no 
children. 

940.  FRANCIS  AUGUSTUS  ONTHANK,  third  of  that  name  in 
the  Family,  and  first  child  of  Moses  M.  (819)  and  Harriet  A. 
Miller  (819-A)  Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro  on  July  11,  1846. 
As  a  young  man  he  worked  as  a  bootmaker  in  that  town.  He 
died  in  his  eighteenth  year,  on  August  15,  1863,  at  Southboro. 

941.  EDWIN  HOBART  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  son  of 
Moses  M.  (819)  and  Harriet  A.  Miller  (819-A)  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Southboro  on  May  11,  1848.  Nothing  else  is  known  about  him. 
He  may  have  died  at  an  early  age,  although  the  Southboro  Ceme¬ 
tery  records  do  not  list  his  name;  or  more  likely,  he  may  have 
left  his  home  for  distant  parts  and  have  become  “lost”  to  his 
family. 

942.  CHARLES  ALBRO  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  son  of 
Moses  M.  (819)  and  Harriet  A.  Miller  (819-A)  Onthank,  was  born 
in  Westboro  (?)  on  July  7,  1850,  and  died  in  childhood  there  on 
June  16,  1854. 

943.  PRESCOTT  W.  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  son  of  Moses 
M.  (819)  and  Harriet  A.  Miller  (819-A)  Onthank,  was  born  at  West¬ 
boro  in  October  1852,  and  died  there  in  infancy  on  March  14,  1853. 

944.  ELVIRA  AUGUSTA  ONTHANK,  first  child  and  daughter 
of  Moses  M.  (819)  and  Jane  A.  Allen  (819-B)  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Westboro  on  March  30,  1855.  There  is  no  further  information 
available  about  her. 


THE  NINTH  GENERATION 


91 


945.  EMMA  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  daughter  of  Moses 
M.  (819)  and  Jane  A.  Allen  (819-B)  Onthank,  was  born  at  Westboro 
on  February  8,  1856.  No  additional  information  is  known. 

946.  CHARLES  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  first  son  of  Moses 
M.  (819)  and  Jane  A.  Allen  (819-B)  Onthank,  was  born  at  West¬ 
boro  in  1858.  He  died  at  age  14,  on  September  21,  1872,  at  Somer¬ 
ville. 

947.  IDA  ELDORA  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  third  daughter 
of  Moses  M.  (819)  and  Jane  A.  Allen  (819-B)  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Westboro  on  June  29,  1861.  On  June  11,  1884,  she  married 
Benjamin  Whipple,  a  farmer,  at  Ashland,  who  was  born  in 
Nova  Scotia,  Canada,  in  1857.  Dates  and  places  of  their  deaths 
are  not  known. 

According  to  Westboro  Town  Records,  Ida  Eldora  had  a  child, 
father  not  stated: 

1017.  Frank  Joseph,  b.  Dec.  30,  1880. 

948.  MARY  JANE  ONTHANK,  fifth  child  and  fourth  daughter 
of  Moses  M.  (819)  and  Jane  A.  Allen  (819-B)  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Westboro  on  October  24,  1863.  On  January  14,  1880,  she  married 
George  S.  Alexander  at  Mansfield.  He  was  born  in  1859  at 
Windham,  New  Hampshire,  son  of  Albert  and  Hannah  Alexander. 
There  is  no  further  information  about  them. 

949.  GRACIE  E.  ONTHANK,  first  child  and  daughter  of  Dexter 
Daniel  (822)  and  Mary  Emma  Fassett  Onthank,  was  born  in  1858, 
and  died  in  her  third  year  at  Southboro  on  September  29,  1860. 

950.  EMMA  MABELLE  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  daughter 
of  Dexter  Daniel  (822)  and  Mary  E.  Fassett  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Southboro  on  September  8,  1861.  On  October  1,  1883,  she  married 
Thomas  Rogers,  at  Boston,  who  was  born  in  1855  at  New  London, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Thomas  and  Emeline  Rogers.  There  is  no 
further  information  about  them. 

951.  GENEVIEVE  LOUISA  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Dexter  Daniel  (822)  and  Mary  E.  Fassett  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Southboro  on  June  4,  1863,  and  died  there  in  her  second 
year  on  September  11,  1864. 


92 


THE  ONTHANK  FAMILY 


952.  ARTHUR  D.  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  only  son  of 
Dexter  Daniel  (822)  and  Mary  E.  Fassett  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Worcester  on  April  1,  1870,  and  died  there  in  infancy  on  October  1, 
1870. 

953.  ALTON  WILLIAM  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  William  Davis 
(824)  and  Rosannah  Brown  Onthank,  was  born  at  Portland,  New 
York,  on  February  20,  1853. 

Alton  William  is  noteworthy  for  many  things;  among  them, 
for  being  the  first  Onthank  to  settle  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  for  the 
variety  and  richness  of  his  life  and  works,  and  for  being  the 
first  persistent  chronicler  of  the  Onthank  Family  history. 

After  graduating  from  the  State  Normal  School  at  Fredonia, 
New  York,  he  became  a  teacher  at,  and  later  principal  of  the 
elementary  school  at  Sherman,  New  York,  not  far  from  his  birth¬ 
place.  During  that  period  he  attended  the  University  of  Michigan 
for  one  year.  In  about  1885,  one  year  after  his  marriage,  he  moved 
to  Westville,  Connecticut,  to  be  principal  of  a  school  there.  Because 
of  his  health,  he  moved  in  1889  to  Vineland,  New  Jersey,  where 
he  farmed  for  two  years,  raising  chiefly  sweet  potatoes  and  small 
fruits,  and  where  his  children  were  born.  Later  he  worked  in  the 
town  as  a  bookkeeper,  and  as  a  substitute  teacher. 

On  the  urging  of  his  sister-in-law’s  husband,  Fred  Barnes,  Alton 
moved  his  family  to  Hood  River,  Oregon,  in  1903,  where  he  joined 
Barnes  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business,  which  he  later 
carried  on  alone.  To  this  he  also  added  an  abstracting  occupation. 
Alton  was  recognized  in  many  ways  at  Hood  River  as  a  com¬ 
munity  leader;  he  served  repeatedly  on  the  school  board  and  in 
the  chamber  of  commerce,  helped  to  found  the  County  library 
and  served  on  its  board,  taught  a  Sunday  School  class,  and  led 
the  Church  choir  until  he  was  past  70.  Although  he  “retired”  from 
business  when  he  was  75,  he  continued  to  be  active  in  it  until  his 
death. 

While  he  lived  at  Westville,  Connecticut,  Alton  became  interested 
in  the  history  of  his  Family,  and  through  travel  to  Boston,  South- 
boro,  and  other  places,  through  library  research,  and  by  a  wide 
family  correspondence,  he  accumulated  a  great  fund  of  informa¬ 
tion  on  earlier  as  well  as  current  relatives.  Some  of  this  information 
would  probably  never  have  been  discovered  but  for  his  efforts 
He  was  the  first  real  Onthank  Family  historian  and  genealogist. 

On  November  6,  1884,  at  Sherman,  New  York,  Alton  married 
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Elizabeth  Crampton  Buell  (953-A),  who  was  born  at  Davenport, 
Iowa,  on  May  1,  1856,  the  daughter  of  Giles  Porter  and  Henrietta 
Maria  (Young)  Buell.  Her  father,  Giles,  was  killed  in  the  battle 
of  Cedar  Mountain  in  the  Civil  War,  and  Elizabeth  was  brought  up 
by  an  aunt  in  Sherman,  New  York.  She  met  Alton  at  the  Fredonia 
Normal  School,  as  she,  also,  was  a  teacher. 

Alton  William  died  at  Hood  River,  Oregon,  on  July  6,  1935,  and 
his  wife,  who  had  left  Hood  River  to  live  with  her  elder  son,  died 
at  Eugene,  Oregon,  on  December  20,  1945. 

Children : 

1018.  Karl  William,  b.  Aug.  7,  1890. 

1019.  Donald  George,  b.  Sept.  22,  1892. 

* 

954.  GEORGE  WALDO  ONTHANK,  second  son  of  William 
Davis  (824)  and  Rosannah  Brown  Onthank,  was  born  at  Portland, 
New  York,  on  December  6,  1854.  As  a  young  man  he  wanted  to  be 
a  telegrapher,  but  was  the  son  chosen  to  continue  to  work  the 
farm. 

On  August  31,  1881,  at  Ripley,  New  York,  George  Waldo  married 
Maria  Mandana  Burton  (954-A),  who  was  born  at  Portland,  on 
January  22,  1858,  the  daughter  of  Hiram  Addison  and  Ellen 
Melinda  Harris  Burton.  Hiram  A.  Burton  was  born  at  nearby 
Brocton,  on  October  22,  1822,  and  operated  a  farm  until  his  death 
in  1904.  Ellen  M.  Harris  was  born  at  Halifax,  Vermont,  on  May 
27,  1820,  taught  school  there,  and  went  to  Portland,  via  the  Erie 
Canal,  about  1840,  where,  on  April  2,  1844,  she  married  Hiram 
Burton.  She  was  an  accomplished  musician.  She  died  in  June 
1926  at  Westfield,  New  York,  at  the  age  of  106  years. 

About  1885,  George  Waldo  bought  a  22-acre  fruit  farm  north  of 
Ripley,  and  later  moved  into  the  village,  where  he  became  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  school  board,  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  leader  of  the  Ripley 
Comet  Band.  He  was  interested  in  Indian  lore  and  relics,  and  had 
a  collection  of  arrow  heads  found  on  his  farm.  In  1926  he  sold 
his  farm  and  moved  to  Westfield,  where  he  died  on  April  6,  1927. 

Maria  Mandana  Burton  Onthank  was  also  active  in  civic  affairs 
in  Ripley,  was  a  pianist  and  singer,  and  president  of  the  Women’s 
Literary  Club.  Later,  at  Westfield,  she  became  a  member  of  the 
D.A.R.  She  died  there  on  December  22,  1936. 

They  had  one  child: 

1020.  Mabel  Rose,  b.  Nov.  3,  1885. 
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955.  SAMUEL  BROWN  ONTHANK,  third  son  of  William  Davis 
(824)  and  Rosannah  Brown  Onthank,  was  born  at  Portland,  New 
York,  on  September  20,  1858. 

On  November  25,  1880,  Brown,  as  he  was  called,  married  Har¬ 
riet  (Hattie)  C.  Harris  (955-A),  at  Portland.  Hattie  was  born  on 
September  11,  1860,  at  Portland,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Elliot 
and  Eunice  (Goodwin)  Harris.  Joseph  Elliot  Harris  was  born  in 
Halifax,  Vermont,  on  July  15,  1809,  the  son  of  Joshua  and  Clarissa 
(Scott)  Harris.  Eunice  Goodwin,  born  on  March  2,  1819,  probably 
in  Connecticut,  was  a  descendant  of  the  Goodwin  family  which 
settled  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  September  1632. 

Brown  took  over  his  father’s  farm  and  continued  to  raise 
grapes;  by  then  a  three-story  fruit  house  was  needed.  In  1893, 
however,  the  home  burned  down,  and  Brown  mortgaged  the  prop¬ 
erty  to  build  a  new  home.  With  a  bad  price  season  in  1899,  Brown 
lost  the  property,  and  a  cousin  of  his  mother  induced  him  to  go 
West.  In  September,  1899,  therefore,  following  the  pioneering  spirit 
of  his  grandfather  Lovel,  Brown  moved  his  family  to  Kamiah,  Idaho. 

They  arrived  at  their  new  home  on  the  first  train  into  the 
locality,  a  farm  on  a  mountain  about  twelve  miles  from  Kamiah,  in 
frontier  surroundings.  Brown  got  a  school  organized,  which  held 
sessions  in  a  log  cabin  for  four  or  five  months  in  the  year.  He 
also  got  a  church  established,  with  one  service  a  month,  and  ob¬ 
tained  postal  service.  Supplies  were  obtained  from  Kamiah  via 
horseback.  Brown’s  family  lived  at  first  in  a  log  house.  Mountain 
lions  prowled  the  vicinity,  uttering  bloodcurdling  shrieks  when¬ 
ever  they  smelled  the  family’s  supply  of  fresh  meat.  In  spite 
of  such  difficulties,  a  lodge  and  a  grange  were  formed.  Brown 
played  in  the  band,  sang  a  fine  basso  in  the  choir.  It  was  a  plain 
life,  but  full  and  exciting. 

Later,  Brown  and  his  family  moved  to  a  homestead  in  the 
Clearwater  Valley,  near  Kamiah,  where  his  farm  had  “every 
berry  grown,  it  seemed,  and  also  peaches  and  table  grapes,  and 
onions  and  carrots  and  spuds  were  sold  by  the  tons.” 

Brown  and  Hattie  moved  to  Ukiah,  California,  in  1923,  to  live 
with  their  daughter,  Rose.  Hattie  died  there  on  January  30,  1924, 
and  Brown  on  May  22,  1929. 

Children: 

1021.  Alice,  b.  Jan.  22,  1882. 

1022.  Rose  Eunice,  b.  July  8,  1887. 

1023.  William  Elliott,  b.  Aug.  17,  1890. 
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956.  FAYETTE  LAKE  ONTHANK,  fourth  son  of  William  Davis 
(824)  and  Rosannah  Brown  Onthank,  was  born  at  Portland,  New 
York,  on  November  19,  1863,  and  died  there  in  his  fifth  year,  on 
August  10,  1868. 

957.  CHARLES  HALSEY  ONTHANK  (HALSEY),  first  child 
and  son  of  George  Henry  (825)  and  Isabella  Derbyshire  Woods  On¬ 
thank,  was  born  at  Portland,  New  York,  on  June  13,  1860. 

When  he  was  eight,  his  parents  moved  to  Grinnell,  Iowa,  and 
Halsey  became  a  prosperous  farmer  there,  having  a  farm  of 
230  acres,  with  many  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs,  and  with 
100  acres  in  corn  and  25  acres  in  oats.  In  addition,  he  raised 
thorobred  horses,  and  according  to  his  family,  was  well  known 
throughout  the  State  for  his  horses  and  his  horse  trading.  At  one 
time,  he  took  up  land  near  Mitchell,  South  Dakota,  and  also  ran 
a  meat  market  there  in  partnership  with  his  father,  but  this 
experiment  was  given  up  after  a  few  years. 

On  August  21,  1889,  Halsey  married  Viola  Robinson  (957-A),  at 
Grinnell,  Iowa,  who  was  bom  at  Quincy,  Illinois,  on  July  7,  1870. 
Before  her  marriage  she  attended  Grinnell  College.  She  was  well 
known  for  her  devotion  to  her  church  and  her  long  teaching  at 
Sunday  school.  Halsey  died  at  Grinnell  on  December  21,  1908,  at 
48  years. 

Children: 

1024.  Florence  Lucille,  b.  Oct.  26,  1890. 

1025.  Lillian  Marie,  b.  July  20,  1892. 

1026.  Charles  Henry  Robinson,  b.  May  26,  1895. 

1027.  Grace  Isabella,  b.  Apr.  1,  1897. 

1028.  Alma  Viola,  b.  Feb.  11,  1899. 

1029.  Edward  Wiley,  b.  June  22,  1901. 

1030.  Paul  Lovel,  b.  June  17,  1903. 

1031.  George  Woods,  b.  Oct.  26,  1906. 

Viola  Robinson  Onthank  was  married  a  second  time,  to  F.  W. 
McGriff,  on  April  26,  1915,  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  They  had  one 
son,  Elmer  McGriff.  Viola  died  on  September  20,  1940. 

958.  MARTA  BELLE  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  only  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  Henry  (825)  and  Isabella  Derbyshire  Woods  Onthank, 
was  bom  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  on  July  3,  1870.  On  June  27,  1889, 
she  married  James  Milton  Adams  at  Grinnell;  he  was  born  at 
Creston,  Iowa.  They  had  one  child,  Marjorie  Onthank  Adams, 
born  at  Grinnell  on  February  29,  1892. 
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Marta  Belle  was  divorced  from  Adams  in  about  1893,  at  Monte¬ 
zuma,  Iowa,  and  on  January  17,  1895,  married  George  Lemuel 
Brown,  who  was  born  at  North  Danville,  Caledonia  County,  Ver¬ 
mont,  on  May  22,  1860.  Marjorie  Onthank  Adams  was  adopted  by 
George  Brown  and  her  name  was  changed  from  Adams  to  Brown. 

The  family  lived  on  a  large  stock  farm  of  170  acres  near  Grin- 
nell.  Later,  Marta  Belle’s  mother,  Isabella  Woods  Onthank,  lived 
with  them  until  her  death.  Marta  Belle  was  a  life  member  of  the 
Eastern  Star  and  a  member  of  the  D.A.R.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband  at  Grinnell  on  March  15,  1936,  she  gradually  lost  her 
sight,  and  lived  with  her  daughter  until  her  death  at  Grinnell  on 
September  6,  1944. 

1.  Marjorie  Onthank  Brown,  b.  Feb.  29,  1892;  m.  Leonard  E.  Newton, 
Jan.  28,  1911.  Present  address:  1427  Elm  Street,  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

959.  NELLIE  MAY  ONTHANK,  first  child  and  daughter  of 
Charles  Washington  (828)  and  Helen  McDonald  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Belvidere,  Illinois,  on  July  21,  1869.  When  she  was  a  young 
woman,  she  passed  Civil  Service  examinations  and  was  appointed 
as  a  clerk  in  the  U.S.  Pension  Bureau  at  Washington,  D.C. 

There  she  met  Walter  Mallery  Wooster,  and  was  married  to 
him  at  Washington  on  August  17,  1899.  He  was  born  at  Middlebury, 
Connecticut,  on  July  14,  1865,  and  became  an  enrollment  expert 
and  chief  of  the  contract  service  of  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs.  He  received  degrees  of  M.D.  from  Columbian  College, 
and  a  law  degree  from  George  Washington  University.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  D.C.  Bar,  a  life-long  member  of  the  S.A.R., 
and  a  32d  degree  Mason. 

Nellie  May  died  at  Washington,  D.C.,  on  July  3,  1955,  and  her 
husband  two  years  later,  on  January  21,  1957,  at  College  Park, 
Maryland. 

Children: 

1.  Helen  Alice,  b.  June  2,  1900;  m.  (1)  Ralph  Van  Horn;  (2)  Stuart 

Shaw. 

2.  Mallery  Onthank,  b.  Dec.  4,  1904;  m.  Carol  Hayward,  May  11,  1951. 

3.  Paul  Bassett,  b.  Jan.  7,  1907;  m.  Hazel  Walker. 

960.  ALICE  MAUD  ONTHANK,  second  daughter  of  Charles 
Washington  (828)  and  Helen  McDonald  Onthank,  was  born  at  Rock¬ 
ford,  Illinois,  on  January  4,  1874.  As  in  the  case  of  her  sister, 
Nellie  May,  when  a  young  woman  Alice  passed  Civil  Service 
examinations  and  was  appointed  as  a  clerk  in  the  U.S.  Geological 
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Survey,  where  she  served  for  over  thirty-five  years  in  secretarial 
positions. 

On  October  16,  1901,  at  Washington,  D.C.,  Alice  married 
Edwin  Geary  Paul,  who  was  also  employed  at  the  U.S.  Geological 
Survey.  Later,  he  transferred  as  an  engineer  to  the  U.S.  Rec¬ 
lamation  Service,  where  he  served  as  Chief  Clerk,  the  highest 
administrative  rank.  He  was  born  at  Greason,  Cumberland  Coun¬ 
ty,  Pennsylvania,  on  December  30,  1863,  the  son  of  David  and 
Rebecca  (Workman)  Paul.  He  died  at  Washington,  D.C.,  on  De¬ 
cember  11,  1933. 

Alice  Maud,  following  in  her  father’s  footsteps,  has  done  much 
research  in  the  history  of  the  Onthank  Family,  and  the  products 
of  her  work  have  added  greatly  to  the  Colonial  records  contained 
in  this  History.  Her  interests  in  that  field  are  still  undiminished. 
In  addition,  she  has  become  an  enthusiastic  collector  of  stamps, 
and  as  well  as  creating  her  own  large  collection,  has  initiated  col¬ 
lections  for  the  younger  members  of  her  family.  She  now  (1958) 
lives  with  her  daughter  at  7312  Radcliffe  Drive,  College  Park, 
Maryland. 

Children: 

1.  Edwin  Onthank,  b.  July  27,  1902;  d.  Aug.  21,  1902. 

2.  Donald,  b.  Mar.  27,  1804;  d.  Mar.  30,  1904. 

3.  Laura  Christine,  b.  Dec.  24,  1911;  m.  Gilbert  Abbe,  Sept.  11,  1937. 

4.  Alice  Jean,  b.  May  13,  1914;  d.  same  day. 

961.  MARY  E.  ONTHANK,  first  child  and  daughter  of  William 
Bainbridge  (829)  and  Lucetta  B.  Roberts  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Charlestown  on  July  22,  1844,  and  died  in  infancy  on  August  25 
of  the  same  year. 

962.  SARAH  ELIZABETH  ONTHANK,  second  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Bainbridge  (829)  and  Lucetta  B.  Roberts  Onthank,  was  born 

at  Charlestown  on  November  20,  1845.  In  1864,  she  married - 

Dow,  about  whom  nothing  is  known.  At  some  later  date,  unre¬ 
corded,  she  was  married  a  second  time  to  Eugene  Emery. 

As  late  as  1904,  Sarah  Onthank  Emery  was  living  in  the  On¬ 
thank  “Little  Homestead”  of  William  Onthank,  Jr.,  which  she  had 
inherited  from  her  father.  She  died  on  March  23,  1924,  and 
the  Homestead  again  passed  out  of  the  Onthank  Family.  There 
were  no  children  reported. 
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963.  EUGENE  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  Nahum  Ball  (830) 
and  Lydia  Ann  Brigham  (830-A)  Onthank,  was  born  at  Southboro 
on  June  12,  1847,  and  died  there  in  infancy  on  August  27,  1847. 

NOTE.  Because  Nahum  Ball  Onthank  and  Lydia  Ann  Brigham 

Onthank  were  unfortunate  in  having  six  of  their  seven  children 

die  in  infancy  or  in  childhood,  the  remaining  five  will  be  listed 

simply  with  that  information. 

964.  ANGELO  ONTHANK,  son  of  Nahum  Ball  and  Lydia  Brig¬ 
ham  Onthank;  born  April  15,  1851;  died  November  15,  1851. 

965.  G -  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  Nahum  Ball  and  Lydia 

Brigham  Onthank;  born  on  unrecorded  date;  died,  1857. 

966.  OTIS  BRIGHAM  ONTHANK,  son  of  Nahum  Ball  (830) 
and  Lydia  A.  Brigham  (830-A)  Onthank,  was  born  at  West 
Newton  on  August  24,  1853.  It  appears  that  he  wandered  away 
from  his  parents  and  lived  his  life  apart  from  them.  He  is  listed 
in  Boston  directories  between  1875  and  1900  as  a  packer,  clerk, 
hotel  porter,  and  upholsterer. 

On  January  6,  1875,  he  married  Mary  L.  Reardon,  who  was 
born  in  1857  at  West  Newton.  Otis  and  his  family  lived  later  in 
East  Boston.  He  died  in  Boston  on  October  27,  1905.  There  was 
one  child: 

1032.  Frederick  Augustus,  b.  July  29,  1875. 

967.  LILLIAN  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  Nahum  Ball  and  Lydia 
Brigham  Onthank;  born  at  Southboro,  February  8,  1856;  died 
April  4,  1863. 

968.  LEON  ONTHANK,  son  of  Nahum  Ball  and  Lydia  Brigham 
Onthank;  born  July  3,  1857;  died  February  22,  1861. 

969.  WILLIAM  B.  ONTHANK,  son  of  Nahum  Ball  and  Lydia 
Brigham  Onthank;  born  July  1860;  died  October  9,  1861. 

970.  ARTHUR  NAHUM  BALL  ONTHANK,  first  child  and  son 
of  Nahum  Ball  (830)  and  Caroline  Heath  Clancey  (830-B)  Onthank, 
was  born  at  West  Newton  on  March  4,  1865.  He  attended  English 
High  School  in  Boston,  and  then  was  employed  by  Lawrence  &  Co., 
as  assistant  cashier  and  bookkeeper.  About  1900,  he  organized 
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his  own  firm,  Arthur  Onthank  &  Co.,  in  Boston,  for  manufacture  of 
uniforms,  which  he  maintained  until  his  retirement  for  health  in 
1937. 

On  July  5,  1891,  he  married  Annabel  Genevieve  McDermott 
(970-A),  in  Boston,  who  was  born  in  Lowell  on  July  5,  1867,  the 
daughter  of  Francis  B.  and  Anna  (Blakely)  McDermott.  Her  father 
was  of  North  Irish  descent,  and  was,  for  many  years,  chief  engineer 
of  the  Lowell  Gas  Works;  the  Blakeleys  were  Scots.  Annabel 
was  graduated  from  Lowell  High  School  and  then  attended  a  Boston 
school  to  prepare  herself  in  the  new  field  for  women,  as  secretary, 
using  the  new-fangled  typewriter.  She  became  secretary  to  the 
president  of  the  Sampson  Cordage  Works,  in  Boston,  and  was  a 
close  companion  of  the  president’s  wife,  and  almost  “one  of  the 
family.” 

Arthur’s  family  lived  for  many  years  at  West  Roxbury,  a 
suburb  of  Boston,  where  both  Arthur  and  Annabel  took  a  large 
part  in  community  affairs.  They  later  moved  to  Cambridge,  and 
Annabel  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Harvard  Dames.  After 
a  final  move  to  Arlington  they  continued  their  interest  in  the 
Unitarian  Church,  and  Arthur  was  elected  a  Town  Representative. 
He  was  also  a  long-time  member  of  the  S.A.R. 

Arthur  Onthank  was  the  second  of  the  important  Family  his¬ 
torians  and  genealogists.  As  early  as  1887  he  corresponded  with 
Family  members  to  obtain  information,  a  practice  which  he 
continued  for  over  30  years.  He  did  much  research  work,  also, 
and  finally  compiled  all  that  information  into  a  very  complete 
genealogical  record,  upon  which  a  great  part  of  this  work  is 
based. 

In  addition,  Arthur  located  the  neglected  graves  of  William 
Onthank,  Sr.  and  William  Onthank,  Jr.  in  “The  Old  Burying 
Ground”  at  Southboro,  had  Colonial  War  and  Revolutionary  War 
markers  installed,  and  decorated  those  graves  with  flowers  on 
every  Memorial  Day  as  long  as  he  lived  near  Southboro.  His 
devotion  to  the  Onthank  Family  and  his  pride  in  its  record  have 
never  been  excelled. 

In  1927  Arthur  and  Annabel  joined  their  son.  Arthur  died  in 
Evanston,  Illinois,  on  January  2,  1930.  Annabel,  at  that  time,  took 
over  the  care  of  her  two-year-old  granddaughter,  also  an  Annabel, 
and  brought  her  up,  until  her  death  in  Arlington,  Virginia,  on 
February  19,  1945.  They  had  one  child: 

1033.  Arthur  Heath,  b.  Nov.  21,  1892. 
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971.  CAROLINE  LENA  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  first 
daughter  cf  Nahum  Ball  (830)  and  Caroline  Heath  Clancey  (830-B) 
Onthank,  was  born  at  West  Newton  on  April  25,  1868.  After  at¬ 
tending  schools  in  West  Newton,  Lena,  as  she  was  called,  studied 
elocution  and  voice,  and  soon  became  a  talented  “reader”  on  a 
professional  basis.  It  was  only  a  short  step  to  her  successful 
career  as  a  dramatic  actress,  in  which  she  was  acclaimed  in 
press  notices  not  only  for  the  beautiful  quality  of  her  voice  and 
her  charming  personality  but  also  for  her  ability.  After  her  mar¬ 
riage  she  became  chaplain  of  the  Eastern  Star  Chapter  of  Lynn, 
and  a  member  of  the  Ruth  Wyllys  Chapter,  D.A.R. 

On  March  12,  1895,  at  Boston,  Lena  married  Martin  C.  Hillery, 
of  Gardner.  He  was  born  at  Rutland,  on  June  26,  1863,  and  was 
a  widower  with  three  children.  He  became  a  very  successful  in¬ 
surance  executive.  In  the  course  of  his  career,  his  family  lived 
in  Lynn,  Springfield,  and  Hartford,  Connecticut.  For  many  years 
also,  his  family  enjoyed  winter  residence  at  “Number  Ten  Planta¬ 
tion”  near  Daytona  Beach,  Florida,  a  show  place  for  all  kinds 
of  trees  that  would  grow  at  that  latitude. 

Martin  Hillery  died  at  Leominster  on  April  17,  1923,  and  Lena 
died  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  on  April  1,  1928. 

Children: 

1.  Arthur  Martin,  b.  Apr.  21,  1896;  m.  (1)  Mary  Sternberg;  (2)  Rena 

Burdett. 

2.  Doris  Carolyn,  b.  Oct.  17,  1898;  m.  Austin  L.  Stowell. 

3.  Mildred  Hope,  b.  Apr.  5,  1904;  m.  (1)  Richard  Sears  Bellows,  d. 

1938;  (2)  Roy  C.  Chapin. 

4.  Donald  Heath,  b.  Dec.  14,  1907;  m.  Elizabeth  G.  Chapin. 

972.  ELMER  ALONZO  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  second  son 
of  Nahum  Ball  (830)  and  Caroline  Heath  Clancey  (830-B)  Onthank, 
was  born  at  West  Newton  on  April  5,  1870.  After  graduation  from 
English  High  school,  Boston,  Elmer  began  his  long  and  success¬ 
ful  career  in  banking,  starting  at  the  bottom  as  a  messenger  in 
the  Blackstone  National  Bank  in  that  city,  and  successively  winning 
higher  positions  there. 

On  June  27,  1896,  Elmer  married  Nora  Jackson  (972-A),  who 
was  born  in  Portland,  Maine,  in  1870,  daughter  of  Osceola  and 
Abbie  Jackson.  They  had  one  child: 

1034.  Dorothea,  b.  March,  1897. 

Elmer  became  divorced  a  short  time  later. 

In  1897  Elmer  became  cashier  of  the  Safety  Fund  National 
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Bank,  in  Fitchburg,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  In  1907  he  was  elected  its  president.  His  acknowledged 
success  resulted  in  his  election  in  1919  as  President  of  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Bankers’  Association,  and  in  1923  to  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  National  Bank  Division  of  the  American  Bankers’ 
Association.  Still  later,  he  became  chairman  of  the  Stockholders 
Advisory  Committee  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  Boston. 

Elmer  was  a  Past  Master  of  his  Masonic  Lodge,  member  of 
the  S.A.R.,  and  held  memberships  in  several  clubs  in  New  York, 
Boston  and  Fitchburg.  At  the  time  of  the  Spanish-American  War, 
he  reflected  the  “salt-water”  inheritance  of  his  mother’s  family 
by  becoming  an  officer  in  the  Massachusetts  Naval  Reserve,  and 
later  was  able  to  further  his  love  of  the  sea  by  owning  a  series  of 
yachts  and  power  boats  on  which  he  cruised  the  New  England 
coast,  hoisting  the  burgee  of  the  Corinthian  Yacht  Club  of  Marble¬ 
head. 

On  March  10,  1903,  at  West  Roxbury,  Elmer  married  Grace 
Bandini  Pierce  (972-B),who  was  born  at  Leominster  on  January 
4,  1872,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Mary  (Stearns)  Pierce  of  that 
town.  She  and  Elmer  later  became  inveterate  travellers  to 
Europe  and  the  Middle  East. 

Elmer  died  at  Fitchburg  on  December  21,  1930,  and  Grace  on 
April  23,  1947,  at  West  Roxbury. 

Children: 

1035.  Pierce,  b.  Jan.  18,  1904. 

1036.  Curtis  Heath,  b.  May  24,  1906. 

1037.  Elmer  Alonzo,  Jr.,  b.  June  4,  1910. 

973.  GEORGIANA  MORGIANA  ONTHANK  (GEORGIA), 
fourth  child  and  second  daughter  of  Nahum  Ball  (830)  and  Caroline 
Heath  Clancey  (830-B)  Onthank,  was  born  at  West  Newton  on 
January  5,  1876,  and  was  named  after  her  mother’s  twin  sisters. 
As  a  young  woman,  she  showed  her  inheritance  from  her  artist 
father  by  developing  an  excellent  ability  in  painting  and  even 
more  in  sculpture.  She  also  had  some  experience  on  the  stage. 

On  July  28,  1901,  at  Boston,  Georgia  married  Charles  Nicholas 
Settele,  who  was  born  at  Ellsworth,  Indiana,  on  January  4,  1871. 
When  a  young  man,  Charles  had  succumbed  to  the  lure  of  the 
West,  and  had  opened  a  drug  store  at  Laramie,  Wyoming,  when 
that  area  was  still  wild  and  woolly.  Later  he  moved  his  family 
to  the  East  and  became  a  successful  insurance  agent  in  Hartford, 
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Connecticut,  and  in  Boston.  He  had  the  valued  distinction  of  being 
the  youngest  Knights  Templar  in  the  country  at  the  time  of 
reaching  that  Masonic  rank. 

Georgia  died  in  Boston  on  June  14,  1940.  Charles  died  at  Newton 
on  July  1,  1957. 

Children: 

1.  Verna  Carolyn,  b.  Sept.  27,  1902. 

2.  Karl  Onthank,  b.  June  13,  1905;  m.  Marion  Louise  Easton. 

974.  CHARLES  D.  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  Daniel  Gregory 
(833)  and  Naomi  Moulton  Morrill  Onthank,  was  born  at  Boston 
on  February  23,  1851,  and  died  there  in  infancy  on  November  21, 
1851. 

975.  ALPHONSO  DANIEL  ONTHANK,  second  child  of  Daniel 
Gregory  (833)  and  Naomi  Moulton  Morrill  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Boston  on  January  15,  1852.  In  his  early  life  he  was  a  clerk  in 
the  restaurant  of  his  uncle,  Alonzo  Samuel  Onthank  (834),  in  Faneuil 
Hall  Square,  Boston.  Later  he  became  a  chef,  working  in  various 
Boston  restaurants,  and  finally  established  his  own  restaurant  in 
East  Boston,  where  he  lived  for  most  of  his  life.  He  was  an 
accomplished  musician,  and  not  only  led  his  own  orchestra,  but 
also  conducted  a  dancing  school. 

On  October  18,  1875,  at  Boston,  Alphonso  married  Adelaide 
Augusta  Stevenson  (975-A),  who  was  born  in  Boston  on  October 
18,  1855,  the  daughter  of  Charles,  born  at  Belfast,  Maine,  and 
Honora  (Roche)  Stevenson,  born  at  Cohasset.  Charles  Stevenson 
had  been  master  of  his  own  boat  since  he  was  17  years  old.  Adelaide 
was  always  active  in  church  work,  was  a  choir  member,  and 
taught  in  the  Sunday  school.  She  died  at  Boston  on  August  24, 
1916.  Alphonso  died  at  Chestnut  Hill  on  September  26,  1923. 

Children: 

1038.  Eva  L.,  b.  Aug.  2,  1876;  d.  Sept.  8,  1876. 

1039.  Lina  Barrett,  b.  Dec.  9,  1879. 

1040.  Charles  Franklin,  b.  July  4,  1882. 

976.  WILLIAM  ONTHANK,  third  child  of  Daniel  Gregory  (833) 
and  Naomi  M.  Morrill  (833-A)  Onthank,  was  born  at  Boston  on 
February  9,  1855,  and  died  there  on  March  19,  1855. 

977.  LINA  LOUISE  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  first  daughter 
of  Daniel  Gregory  (833)  and  Naomi  M.  Morrill  Onthank,  was  born 
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at  Charlestown  on  March  23,  1857.  On  September  20,  1875,  at  East 
Boston,  she  married  Nathaniel  M.  Nason,  who  was  born  at 
Freedom,  New  Hampshire,  in  1845. 

In  1876  they  moved  to  Madison,  New  Hampshire,  where  Lina’s 
mother,  Naomi,  had  moved  after  her  marriage  to  Franklin  W. 
Barrett.  There  Nathaniel  Nason  conducted  for  twenty-five  years 
a  “sale  work”  business;  financing  the  making  of  men’s  pants  by 
women  at  home  in  the  surrounding  villages,  and  selling  the  prod¬ 
ucts  to  a  Boston  company.  Later,  he  did  carpentering. 

Lina  became  a  very  fine  practical  nurse  and  was  greatly  es¬ 
teemed  by  many  persons  of  the  town.  She  died  at  Madison  on 
February  28,  1930,  and  Nathaniel  died  there  a  month  and  a  half 
later,  on  April  13,  1930. 

Children: 

1.  Frank  B.,  b.  Aug.  5,  1882. 

2.  Rita  Louise,  b.  June  22,  1889;  m.  Irving  C.  Kennett. 

978.  ADA  ALMIRA  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  Alonzo  Samuel 
(834)  and  Almira  Morrill  Onthank,  was  born  at  Charlestown  on 
July  12,  1854.  In  1873  she  married  John  Greenwood,  Jr.  at  West 
Newton,  who  was  born  at  Boston  on  July  22,  1847.  He  was  in  the  boot 
and  shoe  retail  business  in  Boston,  until  his  death  at  West  Newton 
on  February  28,  1911. 

Ada  moved  to  Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  to  live  with  her  mother, 
and  died  there  on  April  10,  1939. 

Children: 

1.  Alma  Emmeline,  b.  Sept.  11,  1878. 

2.  Elsie  Elizabeth,  b.  Oct.  28,  1879;  d.  July  8,  1880. 

3.  John  Harold,  b.  June  17,  1881;  d.  1950. 

4.  Clara  Capen,  b.  May  12,  1884. 

5.  Kathleen  Almira,  b.  ?;  m.  James  F.  Lyon;  d.- 1936. 

t 

979.  EMMELINE  MAILALIA  FOGG  ONTHANK,  second  child 
and  daughter  of  Alonzo  Samuel  (834)  and  Almira  Morrill  Onthank, 
was  named  for  her  aunt  who  was  the  first  one  of  the  family  to  go 
to  Beaufort,  South  Carolina;  she  was  born  at  Charlestown  on  May 
31,  1857.  As  a  young  woman  in  Boston  she  was  active  in  the  work 
of  kindergartens  and  of  the  United  Charities.  After  the  family  s 
move  to  Beaufort,  Emmeline  conducted  art  studios  in  both 
Beaufort  and  Savannah,  Georgia,  and  was  a  valued  member  of 
the  artistic  and  cultural  circles  in  Beaufort.  Later,  as  mistress  oi 
Tabby  Manse,  she  acquired  a  fine  reputation  for  her  wit  and 
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gracious  hospitality  among  distinguished  guests  from  all  over  the 
world.  She  did  not  marry.  “Miss  Emmie”  died  at  Beaufort  on 
April  10,  1940. 

980.  MARY  ELIZABETH  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  daughter 
of  Alonzo  Samuel  (834)  and  Almira  Morrill  Onthank,  named  for 
her  father’s  sister,  was  born  at  Charlestown  on  August  24,  1860. 

On  November  2,  1881,  at  Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  Mary 
Elizabeth  married  George  Augustus  Crofut,  who  was  born  at  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  on  September  7,  1859.  Captain  Crofut  had 
engaged  in  the  coastwise  shipping  business;  as  captain  on  the 
Beaufort-Savannah  Line;  on  the  St.  John  River  in  Florida;  and  as 
master  of  tugs  in  the  Beaufort  territory.  He  was  noted  for  his 
musical  ability,  as  a  member  of  St.  Helena’s  church  choir  for 
thirty-five  years,  and  as  a  cornetist.  He  died  at  Savannah, 
Georgia,  on  December  28,  1923.  Mary  Elizabeth’s  great  interests 
were  in  her  home  and  her  church.  She  died  at  Beaufort  on  Septem¬ 
ber  3,  1936. 

Children: 

1.  Elisabeth,  b.  Aug.  31,  1882;  m.  George  Waterhouse,  1908. 

2.  Marguerite,  b.  Feb.  28,  1884. 

3.  Georgeia  Augusta,  b.  Apr.  3,  1893. 

4.  James  Alonzo,  b.  Dec.  14,  1896;  m.  Rhoda  Foster,  1923. 

981.  ALBERT  ALONZO  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  only 
son  of  Alonzo  Samuel  (834)  and  Almira  Morrill  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Charlestown  on  September  17,  1866.  As  a  young  man  he  worked 
as  a  clerk  in  the  shoe  business  of  John  Greenwood,  Jr.,  later  to 
become  his  brother-in-law,  in  Boston,  and  boarded  at  his  home  in 
West  Newton.  Some  time  later  he  became  associated  with  Crad- 
dock-Terry  Co.,  shoe  wholesalers  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  as  a 
clerk  and  a  traveling  salesman.  During  World  War  I.,  “Bert,”  as 
he  was  called,  was  in  charge  of  a  Y.M.C.A.  hut  in  a  U.S.  Air 
Corps  camp  in  England.  From  1927  to  the  time  of  his  death,  he 
was  employed  by  the  Commerical  Trust  and  Savings  Bank  of 
Lynchburg. 

On  March  26,  1891,  Albert  was  married,  at  Beaufort,  South 
Carolina,  to  Jane  (“Jennie”)  Lelia  Simonds  (981-A),  who  was  born 
at  Lunenburg,  Vermont,  on  November  19,  1868.  As  a  young  woman 
she  found  employment  in  Boston,  where  she  became  a  close 
friend  of  Annabel  G.  McDermott,  who  married  Albert  Onthank’s 
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cousin,  Arthur  N.  B.  Onthank  (970).  At  Lynchburg,  Jennie  and  her 
husband  were  staunch  workers  in  their  church,  Jennie  as  a  Sunday 
school  teacher,  and  also  assistant  to  the  minister  in  his  work 
among  the  underprivileged,  and  Albert  as  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  Sunday  school  and  member  of  St.  Andrew’s  Club.  Jennie 
was  also  secretary  of  the  Florence  Crittenden  Home  for  twenty- 
five  years. 

Jennie  died  at  Lynchburg  on  September  6,  1931,  and  Albert 
died  at  Lynchburg  on  May  10,  1935.  Both  are  buried  at  Littleton, 
New  Hampshire. 

Children: 

1041.  Albert  Simonds,  b.  June  12,  1892. 

1042.  Mary  Elizabeth,  b.  Feb.  20,  1895. 

982.  ALMIRA  MORRILL  ONTHANK  (MORRIE),  fifth  child 
and  fourth  daughter  of  Alonzo  Samuel  (834)  and  Almira  Morrill 
Onthank,  was  born  at  West  Newton  on  May  28,  1873.  She  became 
a  gifted  musician  on  both  piano  and  organ.  She  died,  unmarried, 
at  Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  in  her  24th  year,  on  August  18,  1896. 

983.  _  (UNNAMED  SON)  ONTHANK,  child  of  William 

Henry  (838)  and  Sarah  H.  Grant  Onthank,  was  born  at  Boston 
on  January  29,  1851.  No  record  of  his  death  has  been  found,  but 
it  was  probably  in  infancy. 

984.  -  (UNNAMED  GIRL)  ONTHANK,  child  of  Samuel 

Green  (839)  and  Mary  Ann  Gault  Onthank,  was  born  in  Boston 
on  February  23,  1851.  No  record  of  her  death  has  been  found, 
and  it  is  presumed  that  she  died  in  infancy. 

985.  MARY  ELLA  ONTHANK,  second  child  of  Samuel  Green 
(839)  and  Mary  Ann  Gault  Onthank,  was  born  in  Charlestown  in 
1855  (?).  Nothing  is  known  about  her  life  except  that  she  was 
married  in  Boston,  and  died  at  Saugatuck,  Connecticut. 

986.  FRED  SAMUEL  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  only  son  of 
Samuel  Green  (839)  and  Mary  Ann  Gault  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Charlestown  in  1856.  He  married  Caroline  C.  Currie  (986-A)  in 
Connecticut. 

Fred  was  connected  with  the  hat  business  in  New  York  City 
for  most  of  his  life,  first  as  a  clerk  in  a  retail  hat  store,  and  later  in 
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the  commission  hat  business  for  himself.  He  lived  in  Brooklyn, 
and  died  there  sometime  after  1934.  The  date  of  Caroline’s  death 
is  not  known.  They  had  one  child: 

1043.  Mary  Ella. 

987.  MICHAEL  EDWARD  ONTHANK  (ED),  first  child  of 
George  Henry  (842)  and  Mary  Ann  Dalton  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Joliet,  Illinois,  on  June  15,  1852.  He  was  a  carpenter. 

On  November  29,  1888,  Edward  married  Kathryn  Malloy  (987-A), 
who  was  born  on  October  26,  1861.  She  was  a  teacher  in  the 
Chicago  schools  throughout  her  adult  life.  To  her  goes  credit 
for  assistance  in  finding  and  giving  information  on  the  large 
Onthank  family  in  Chicago.  She  died  at  Chicago  in  September  1937, 
a  year  prior  to  the  death  there  of  Edward  in  October  1938.  They 
had  no  children. 

988.  GEORGE  ARTHUR  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  son  of 
George  Henry  (842)  and  Mary  Ann  Dalton  Onthank,  was  bom 
at  Joliet,  Illinois,  on  April  7,  1854.  In  his  early  life,  George  was 
as  assistant  agent  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  but  later 
became  a  jeweler. 

On  December  26,  1876,  George  married  Harriet  Dionne  (Deion) 
(988-A).  “Hattie”  was  known  to  her  family  as  a  French-Canadian 
girl,  and  was  much  beloved  by  her  relatives.  George  died  on 
April  25,  1906,  and  Hattie  in  1932. 

Children: 

1044.  Mary  Ellen,  b.  Oct.  14,  1877. 

1045.  Louise  (Lucy)  Margaret,  b.  May  1,  1879. 

1046.  William  Henry,  b.  June  19,  1881. 

1047.  Charles  Francis,  b.  July  16,  1883. 

1048.  Genevieve  Arlanzy,  b.  Sept.  3,  1885. 

1049.  Kathryn,  b.  1887. 

1050.  Ruth  Philomena,  b.  1889. 

989.  JOHN  DALTON  ONTHANK,  I.,  third  child  and  son  of 
George  Henry  (842)  and  Mary  Ann  Dalton  Onthank,  named  for 
Mary’s  brother,  a  Chicago  alderman,  was  born  on  June  24,  1856, 
and  died  in  infancy  on  June  27,  1856. 

990.  WILLIAM  HENRY  ONTHANK  (WILL),  fourth  child  and 
son  of  George  Henry  (842)  and  Mary  Ann  Dalton  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Joliet,  Illinois,  on  September  24,  1857.  He  was  a  Chicago 
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policeman  for  his  lifetime,  described  by  his  family  as  “an  ideal 
one.”  At  one  time,  Will  became  quite  interested  in  the  history  of  the 
Onthank  Family  and  corresponded  with  other  Family  members. 
Through  his  parish  priest  he  learned  of  some  Onthanks  (Unthanks) 
in  Ireland,  but  although  he  intended  to  pursue  that  search,  there 
are  no  known  results.  (See  Appendix  D-  II.) 

On  June  25,  1890,  Will  married  Margaret  Gallagher  (990-A), 
who  was  born  in  1860. 

William  Henry  died  in  Chicago  on  December  30,  1917,  and  his 
wife,  Margaret,  in  1936.  They  had  no  children. 

991.  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ONTHANK  (FRANK),  fifth  child  and 
son  of  George  Henry  (842)  and  Mary  Ann  Dalton  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Joliet,  Illinois,  on  August  16,  1860.  He,  like  his  brother,  William 
Henry,  was  a  lifetime  member  of  the  Chicago  police  force. 

On  October  8,  1885,  Frank  married  Julia  F.  Curran  (991-A), 
who  was  born  in  Chicago  on  November  30,  1869.  Frank  died  at 
Lake  Forest,  Illinois,  on  April  19,  1921,  and  Julia  in  1933. 

Children: 

1051.  Marie. 

1052.  Irene  Mary,  b.  July  23,  1886. 

1053.  John  Joseph  Dalton,  b.  Mar.  5,  1887. 

992.  RICHARD  ELMUS  ONTHANK  (DICK),  sixth  child  and 
son  of  George  Henry  (842)  and  Mary  Ann  Dalton  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Joliet,  Illinois,  on  December  24,  1862.  Early  in  his  life,  when  he 
was  about  23,  he  lost  one  leg,  possibly  in  railroading,  as  he 
worked  in  a  railroad  freight  office  for  a  good  part  of  his  life,  but 
later  became  a  barber  in  Chicago. 

In  1891  he  married  Althea  Schaeffer  (992-A),  who  was  born  in 
1866.  Richard  Elmus  died  in  Chicago  on  February  16,  1954,  some 
years  after  his  wife,  Althea,  who  died  prior  to  1945. 

Children: 

1054.  Nellie,  b.  1892;  died  in  infancy. 

1055.  Ruby,  b.  1894;  died  in  infancy. 

993.  FREDERICK  AUGUSTUS  ONTHANK,  seventh  child  and 
son  of  George  Henry  (842)  and  Mary  Ann  Dalton  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Joliet,  Illinois,  on  December  3,  1864.  As  a  young  man  he 
worked  as  a  telegraph  operator  on  the  Chicago  and  North¬ 
western  Railroad,  later  becoming  senior  traffic  agent  at  Chicago, 
Sycamore,  and  Belvidere,  Illinois. 
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On  August  19,  1888,  at  Chicago,  Frank  married  Margaret  Jane 
Hanrahan  (993-A),  who  was  born  in  Chicago  on  December  23, 
1862.  They  had  three  children: 

1056.  John  Francis,  b.  May  15,  1889. 

1057.  Nora  Margaret  Bernadette,  b.  April  21,  1891. 

1058.  Frederick  Robert,  b.  Sept.  23,  1892. 

Frederick  Augustus  broke  away  from  the  church  of  his  parents 
and  became  a  Protestant  and  a  Mason,  and  raised  his  family  in 
that  faith.  His  wife,  Margaret,  died  at  Belvidere,  Illinois,  on 
December  22,  1922.  Frederick  was  married  again,  at  Belvidere, 
in  June,  1930,  to  Winona  Swazey  Hunt  (993-B). 

Frederick  Augustus  died  in  that  same  city  on  August  4,  1947, 
and  Winona  died  several  years  later,  before  1955. 

994.  MARY  AGNES  ONTHANK,  eighth  child  and  first  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  Henry  (842)  and  Mary  Ann  Dalton  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Joliet,  Illinois,  on  January  16,  1867.  She  was  a  trained 
nurse,  and  was  unmarried.  She  died  on  December  20,  1922. 

995.  MARGARET  ELLEN  ONTHANK,  ninth  child  and  second 
daughter  of  George  Henry  (842)  and  Mary  Ann  Dalton  Onthank, 
was  born  at  Joliet,  Illinois,  on  January  22,  1869.  She  has  done  much 
to  find  out  about  the  members  of  her  branch  of  the  Onthank  family 
and  to  get  that  information  recorded. 

On  September  1,  1891,  Margaret  married  Frank  Been,  a  police¬ 
man.  He  died  before  1935.  Margaret’s  present  address:  5948 
West  Race  Avenue,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

They  had  one  child,  Alice. 

996.  JOHN  DALTON  ONTHANK,  II.,  tenth  child  and  eighth 
son  of  George  Henry  (842)  and  Mary  Ann  Dalton  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Lake  Forest,  Illinois,  on  February  22,  1870,  and  died  there 
in  infancy  on  September  21,  1871. 

4  997.  CATHERINE  ONTHANK,  eleventh  child  and  third  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  Henry  (842)  and  Mary  Ann  Dalton  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Lake  Forest,  Illinois,  on  January  2,  1875,  and  died  there 
three  days  later,  on  January  5,  1875. 

998.  JOHN  DALTON  ONTHANK,  III.,  twelfth  child  and  ninth 
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son  of  George  Henry  (842)  and  Mary  Ann  Dalton  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Lake  Forest,  Illinois,  on  August  1,  1876,  and  died  at  birth. 

999.  JOSEPH  JAMES  ONTHANK,  thirteenth  child  and  tenth 
son  of  George  Henry  (842)  and  Mary  Ann  Dalton  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Lake  Forest,  Illinois,  on  March  11,  1877.  Early  in  his 
life  he  worked  as  a  clerk  in  the  general  freight  office  of  the 
Chicago  and  Northwestern  Railroad.  He  educated  himself  in 
dentistry,  however,  and  served  in  that  occupation  for  most  of  his 
life.  He  died  at  Chicago  on  May  7,  1945. 

In  1921,  Joseph  married  Evelyn - ,  who  in  1958  was  living 

at  4814  North  Oakley  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois. 
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1000.  LULU  MAY  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  Howard 
James  (900)  and  Gussy  Barr  Onthank,  was  born  at  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  on  October  31,  1884.  Searches  have  yielded  no 
further  information  about  her. 

1001.  WILLIAM  MARTIN  ONTHANK,  second  child  of  Howard 
James  (900)  and  Gussy  Barr  Onthank,  was  born  at  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  on  April  25,  1886.  No  further  information  has  been 
found  about  him. 

1002.  WILLIAM  HENRY  ONTHANK  (BILL),  only  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Forrest  (907)  and  Emily  Frances  Bowditch  (907-A)  Onthank, 
was  born  at  Southboro  on  February  14,  1890.  He  is  the  last  of  the 
Onthank  family  to  live  on  a  part  of  the  original  Onthank  Farm 
at  Fayville,  which  was  acquired  by  William  Onthank,  Sr.,  beginning 
in  1768.  His  section  of  the  “Large  Homestead”  came  to  his  grand¬ 
father,  Sullivan  Fay  Onthank  (804),  who  built  a  farm  home  and 
other  buildings.  That  home  has  been  modernized,  and  the  farm 
buildings,  which  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1953,  have  been  rebuilt. 
William  Henry  has  continued  in  the  way  of  his  Southboro  fore¬ 
fathers  to  farm  the  Onthank  lands. 

“Bill,”  as  he  is  generally  called,  was  graduated  from  Peter’s 
High  School,  Southboro,  where  he  formed  and  captained  its  first 
basketball  teams,  in  1908  and  1909.  In  World  War  I.,  he  served 
in  the  Massachusetts  State  Guard  as  a  First  Lieutenant  in  Com¬ 
pany  L.,  13th  Regiment.  For  the  last  18  years  he  has  been  Tree 
Warden  of  the  Town  of  Southboro;  has  served  the  Town  as  State 
Inspector  of  Animals  for  26  years,  and  as  Election  Warden  for 
27  years.  His  other  interests  have  also  been  wide:  past  president 
of  the  Southboro  Farmers  Club;  past  president  of  the  Southboro 
Village  Society;  past  president  of  the  Peter’s  High  School  Alumni 
Association;  past  master,  Southboro  Grange;  and  member  of  the 
Masonic  Lodge.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Pilgrim  Congregational 
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Church,  “whose  tall  spire  watches  over  the  graves  of  William 
Onthank,  Senior  and  Junior.” 

On  November  27,  1919,  at  Fall  River,  William  Henry  married 
Margaret  Eleanor  Thompson  (1002-A),  who  was  born  in  that  city 
on  May  21,  1891,  daughter  of  Edward  Thompson.  She  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  Mt.  Holyoke  College  in  1913,  and  became  a  high  school 
teacher  at  Southboro.  Her  active  interests  were  in  the  church 
and  with  Girl  Scouts.  She  died  at  Marlboro  on  February  19,  1939. 
There  was  one  child: 

1100.  Eleanor  Jeanne,  b.  April  27,  1921. 

Present  address:  Fayville,  Route  1,  Southboro,  Massachusetts. 

1003.  CHARLOTTE  LEOTA  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  William 
Forrest  (907)  and  Isabella  Liggette  Kinloch  (907-B)  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Southboro  on  March  5,  1899,  and  died  in  infancy  on 
March  18  of  that  year. 

1004.  CHARLOTTE  WILMA  ONTHANK,  only  child  of  William 
Alanson  (910)  and  Ellie  Rebecca  Watson  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Marlboro  on  April  17,  1886.  She  became  a  teacher  in  the  Boston 
elementary  schools  and  later  was  a  well-known  and  beloved  teacher 
at  the  Girls  High  School,  Boston.  She  was  unmarried,  and  died 
at  Boston  on  March  11,  1948. 

1005.  CLIFFORD  AVISON  ONTHANK,  JR.,  only  child  of  Clif¬ 
ford  Avison  (923)  and  Bertha  Knearl  Onthank,  was  born  at  Chicago, 
Illinois,  on  September  10,  1922.  During  World  War  II.,  Clifford 
served  in  the  U.S.  8th  Air  Force  in  Great  Britain  and  France 
from  January  1943  to  October  1945,  with  rank  of  Staff  Sergeant. 
His  decorations:  European  Theater  ribbon  with  seven  campaign 
stars,  Presidential  Unit  Citation  with  two  clusters,  Good  Conduct 
Ribbon.  He  continued  with  the  Air  Force  Reserve  as  Technical 
Sergeant  until  1951. 

After  discharge  from  the  Air  Corps  in  1945,  Clifford  attended 
Hope  College,  at  Holland,  Michigan,  from  1946  to  1948,  and  Western 
Reserve  University,  1948  to  1950.  He  then  joined  the  Brainerd 
Steel  Co.,  and  for  several  years  has  been  District  Representative 

of  that  company. 

On  November  27,  1947,  at  Holland,  Michigan,  Clifford  married 
Carol  Hautman  (1005-A),  who  was  born  on  October  10,  1928,  at 
Holland.  Carol  has  been  active  in  her  church,  in  Parent  Teachers 
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Association,  and  as  executive  director  of  the  Horizon  Club  of  Camp 
Fire  Girls.  She  is  also  an  expert  water  skier. 

Children : 

1101.  Michael  Lee,  b.  Oct.  23,  1949. 

1102.  Timothy  C.,  b.  Nov.  22,  1951. 

1103.  Clifford  Avison  III.,  b.  Nov.  10,  1953. 

1104.  Margaret  Ann,  b.  Apr.  29,  1955. 

Present  address:  669  Steketee  Ave.,  Holland,  Michigan. 

1006.  MABEL  H.  ONTHANK,  first  child  and  daughter  of  George 
Henry  (928)  and  Emma  S.  Hart  Onthank,  was  born  at  Syracuse, 
New  York,  on  October  17,  1873,  and  died  there  in  her  first  year, 
on  August  5,  1874. 

1007.  LOREN  EARL  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  first  son 
of  George  Henry  (928)  and  Emma  S.  Hart  Onthank,  was  bom 
at  Rochester,  New  York,  on  June  2,  1879,  and  died  there  in  infancy 
on  August  9,  1879. 

1008.  FREDERICK  ELMER  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  sec¬ 
ond  son  of  George  Henry  (928)  and  Emma  S.  Hart  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Rochester,  New  York,  on  August  1,  1880.  He  attended  the 
Rochester  schools.  In  1903  he  entered  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  and 
continued  therein  as  a  postal  clerk  until  his  retirement  on  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  1949,  after  46  years  of  service.  He  is  a  Freemason. 

On  July  25,  1901,  at  Rochester,  Fred  married  Emma  Hatzel 
Bleile  (1008-A),  who  was  born  on  November  9,  1880,  at  Stuttgart, 
Germany,  and  who  came  to  this  country  when  she  was  eight  years 
old.  She  was  educated  in  Rochester,  and  has  been  active  in  the 
Order  of  Eastern  Star. 

Children: 

1105.  Loren  Elmer,  b.  Mar.  5,  1908. 

1106.  Norma  Eleanor,  b.  Dec.  10,  1910. 

Present  address:  666  Main  Street,  West,  Rochester,  New  York. 

1009.  EDNA  PHILINEDA  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  second 
daughter  of  George  Henry  (928)  and  Emma  S.  Hart  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Rochester,  New  York,  on  March  11,  1882.  She  worked  in 
that  city  as  a  bookkeeper  for  most  of  her  life.  She  was  unmarried. 
Her  death  was  on  February  6,  1951,  at  Rochester. 
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1010.  GEORGE  HERBERT  ONTHANK,  fifth  child  and  third 
son  of  George  Henry  (928)  and  Emma  S.  Hart  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Rochester,  New  York,  on  December  23,  1894.  His  occupation 
was  shipping  clerk. 

On  February  3,  1923,  George  Herbert  married  Marie  Abel  (1010- 
A).  They  had  no  children.  George  Herbert  died  at  Rochester  on 
May  10,  1953.  Other  information  has  not  been  obtainable. 

1011.  ELLSWORTH  DANIEL  ONTHANK,  first  child  of  George 
Emerson  (932)  and  Sarah  A.  Chick  Onthank,  was  born  in  Southboro 
on  December  24,  1870.  A  notation  in  the  Marlboro  directory  of  1899 
indicates  that  he  was  a  shoemaker  there.  His  tombstone  in  his 
father’s  burial  lot  in  Marlboro  shows  that  Ellsworth  was  a  Private, 
5th  Massachusetts  Infantry,  in  the  Spanish- American  War;  and 
that  he  died  on  January  20,  1952.  It  is  not  known  if  he  was 
married. 

1012.  CARRIE  AUGUSTA  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  first 
daughter  of  George  Emerson  (932)  and  Sarah  A.  Chick  Onthank, 
was  born  in  Marlboro  in  September  1872.  No  other  information 
about  her  has  been  found. 

1013.  GRACE  M.  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  second  daughter 
of  George  Emerson  (932)  and  Sarah  A.  Chick  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Marlboro  in  August  1881.  On  February  26,  1905,  she  married  at 
Marlboro  Louis  A.  Beauregard,  then  a  shoemaker;  he  was  born  in 
1878,  son  of  John  and  Fannie  (Salt)  Beauregard.  Grace  is  buried 
in  the  lot  of  her  father,  in  the  Marlboro  cemetery.  No  other  in¬ 
formation  has  been  found. 

1014.  BLANCHE  E.  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  third  daughter 
of  George  Emerson  (932)  and  Sarah  A.  Chick  Onthank,  was  bom 
at  Marlboro  in  March  1887,  and  died  there  in  her  second  year  on 
October  10,  1888. 

1015.  ANDREW  ONTHANK,  only  child  of  James  Lincoln  (933) 
and  Nettie  Mary  Winsor  Onthank,  was  born  at  Worcester  on 
September  2,  1877.  Nothing  more  is  known  about  him. 

1016.  MARION  IRENE  ONTHANK,  only  child  of  Harry  Algiere 
(937)  and  Mary  Delia  Crockett  (937-A)  Onthank,  was  born  at 
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Marlboro  in  1899.  On  December  20,  1922,  at  Framingham,  she 
married  Louis  P.  Andrews,  who  was  born  in  Natick  in  1899.  No 
other  information  has  been  found. 

1017.  FRANK  JOSEPH  ONTHANK,  son  of  Ida  Eldora  Onthank 
(947),  was  born  at  Southboro  on  December  30,  1880.  He  was  brought 
up  by  foster-parents  in  Maine  until  he  was  28  years  old,  when 
he  went  to  Boston.  According  to  the  Boston  and  Revere  directories, 
Frank  worked  in  Boston  as  a  longshoreman  and  as  a  watchman 
until  1915,  with  his  home  in  East  Boston.  Afterwards  he  was 
an  employee  of  the  City  of  Revere,  retiring  in  about  1946  after  28 
years  in  that  position. 

During  his  early  years  in  Boston,  Frank  Joseph  was  confused 
with  Charles  Franklin  Onthank  (1040)  because  of  some  likeness  in 
their  names,  but  the  records  were  eventually  settled  correctly. 

On  August  27,  1911,  at  East  Boston,  Frank  Joseph  married  Mary 
Beatrice  Fox  (1017-A),  who  was  born  on  February  2,  1889,  in 
County  Mayo,  Ireland. 

Children: 

1107.  Frank  Joseph,  Jr.,  b.  July  23,  1912;  d.  at  birth. 

1108.  Mildred  Marie,  b.  Aug.  18,  1913. 

1109.  Madeline  Elizabeth,  b.  July  27,  1915. 

1110.  Gerald  Francis,  b.  Mar.  24,  1918. 

1111.  Norman  Joseph,  b.  Feb.  17,  1922. 

1112.  Beatrice  June,  b.  June  20,  1926. 

Present  address:  67  Curtis  Road,  Revere,  Massachusetts. 

1018.  KARL  WILLIAM  ONTHANK,  first  son  of  Alton  William 
(953)  and  Elizabeth  Crampton  Buell  Onthank,  was  born  at  Vine- 
land,  New  Jersey,  on  August  7,  1890.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Oregon,  A.B.,  1913,  and  A.M.,  1915,  and  took  post¬ 
graduate  work  at  Columbia  University  in  1927  and  at  Stanford 
University  in  1928-33. 

Karl  William  followed  in  his  father’s  footsteps  to  become  an 
eminent  and  well  known  teacher  and  administrator,  starting  as 
principal  of  the  Hood  River,  Oregon,  High  School  in  1913,  and  as 
superintendent  of  the  Tillamook  County  schools  from  1914  to  1916. 
Thereafter,  Karl  was  associated  with  the  University  of  Oregon: 
As  secretary  to  the  president  and  executive  secretary  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity,  1916-30;  as  dean  of  personnel  administration,  1930-1948;  as 
associate  director  of  student  affairs  and  director  of  graduate  place¬ 
ment,  1948  to  his  retirement  in  1957. 
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Karl’s  outside  interests  have  been  equally  many,  varied  and 
esteemed,  of  which  a  few  have  been:  Captain  and  adjutant, 
Officers  Training  Corps,  1918;  Oregon  State  director  of  the 
National  Youth  Administration,  1936-37;  member  of  American  Col¬ 
lege  Personnel  Associaton,  and  vice-president,  1937-39;  member, 
Eugene  Community  Chest  Board;  Lane  County  Red  Cross  Board; 
National  Advisory  Council  of  Y.M.C.A.;  and  many  important  or¬ 
ganizations  on  conservation  and  outdoor  recreation.  In  1958,  he 
was  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Oregon  to  the  Oregon  State 
Water  Resources  Board.  He  is  a  Mason,  and  a  member  of  Alpha 
Tau  Omega,  Phi  Delta  Kappa,  Sigma  Delta  Chi,  Alpha  Kappa 
Delta,  Izaak  Walton  League,  Sierra  Club,  and  many  other  or¬ 
ganizations. 

Karl  has  had  numerous  articles  in  professional  journals  and 
proceedings,  and  also  many  reports  and  statements  for  Congres¬ 
sional  committees  on  the  conservation  of  outdoor  scenic  and  rec- 
tional  resources.  He  has  pursued  his  father’s  interest  in  the  history 
of  the  Onthank  Family,  and  has  been  of  great  assistance  in  pro¬ 
curing  information  for  this  book.  He  has  also  volunteered  to  serve 
as  chairman  of  an  Onthank  committee  to  assist  in  its  publication 
and  distribution. 

On  June  4,  1915,  at  Portland,  Oregon,  Karl  married  Ruth  Mc¬ 
Laren  (1018-A),  who  was  born  in  New  York  City  on  May  12,  1893, 
daughter  of  John  Dice  and  Mary  Lua  (Trew)  McLaren.  Her  father 
was  a  practising  physician,  science  teacher  at  the  University  of 
Kansas,  and  professor  of  physiology  at  the  University  of  Oklahoma 
and  the  University  of  Oregon  medical  schools.  Ruth  was  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Oregon  in  1914,  and  became  a  member  of 
its  Medical  School  laboratory  staff  in  the  following  year.  She 
has  been  active  in  the  League  of  Women  Voters,  American  As¬ 
sociation  of  University  Women,  conservation  activities,  and  in 
other  civic  affairs.  She  is  a  competent  field  botanist. 

Children: 

1113.  Mary  Elizabeth,  b.  June  25,  1918. 

1114.  Lois,  b.  May  12,  1920. 

1115.  Edith  Ann,  b.  Jan.  4,  1924. 

Present  address:  1653  Fairmount  Boulevard,  Eugene,  Oregon. 

1019.  DONALD  GEORGE  ONTHANK,  second  son  of  Alton  Wil¬ 
liam  (953)  and  Elizabeth  C.  Buell  Onthank,  was  born  at  Vineland, 
New  Jersey,  on  September  22,  1892.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
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University  of  Oregon  in  1916.  During  World  War  II.,  Donald 
served  as  a  civilian  employee  of  the  Army  in  the  office  of  the 
field  auditor  at  Camp  Lewis,  Washington,  and  as  a  soldier  for  a 
short  period  in  1918.  In  1921,  he  entered  the  insurance  business 
in  Portland,  Oregon,  and  has  been  connected  with  it  since  then, 
as  a  general  agent  representing  the  Travelers  Insurance  Co. 

On  February  2,  1918,  at  Portland,  Donald  married  Vera  Taylor, 
who  was  born  at  Portland  on  February  11,  1894.  After  graduation 
from  high  school,  Vera  did  advance  work  on  the  piano,  with 
distinguished  teachers,  and  now  teaches  piano  privately,  also  ap¬ 
pearing  occasionally  in  concert. 

Children: 

1116.  Doris  Elaine,  b.  Mar.  26,  1919. 

1117.  Janet  Irene,  b.  Sept.  1,  1923. 

1118.  Donald  William,  b.  Feb.  1,  1928. 

Present  address:  531  N.E.  70th  Avenue,  Portland  16,  Oregon. 

1020.  MABEL  ROSE  ONTHANK,  only  child  of  George  Waldo 
(954)  and  Maria  Mandana  Burton  Onthank,  was  born  at  Ripley, 
New  York,  on  November  3,  1885.  She  was  graduated  from  Ripley 
High  School  in  1904,  and  then  attended  Oberlin  College,  Ohio, 
where  in  1912  she  was  awarded  a  teacher’s  certificate  in  music. 

On  June  18,  1913,  at  Ripley,  Mabel  Rose  married  Willard 
Samuel  Lines,  who  was  born  on  December  2,  1891,  at  Jefferson, 
New  York,  son  of  Delos  E.  and  Ellen  Cooper  Lines.  Delos  Lines 
had  been  a  farmer,  school  board  member  and  church  worker  at 
Jefferson,  and  Ellen  Lines  had  attended  Oberlin  College,  had 
been  a  singer  and  a  Sunday  school  teacher. 

Willard  S.  Lines  was  graduated  from  Jefferson  High  School  in 
1908  and  from  Oberlin  College  in  1912,  A.B.,  and  member  of 
Phi  Beta  Kappa.  After  teaching  in  Nebraska  and  in  the  high 
school  at  Mason  City,  Iowa,  until  1917,  during,  which  time  he  was 
married,  Willard  received  an  appointment  in  the  civilian  service 
of  the  War  Department,  Washington,  D.C.  In  1920  he  transferred 
to  the  Income  Tax  Unit,  Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue,  where  he 
served  for  32  years  in  tax  audit  work,  on  the  Special  Advisory 
Committee,  the  technical  and  appellate  staffs,  and  advanced  to 
the  rank  of  Senior  Technical  Advisor-Coordinator.  He  retired  on 
June  1,  1952. 

While  in  and  near  Washington,  Mabel  Rose  and  Willard  Lines 
were  very  active  in  civic  and  church  work.  Mabel  joined  the 
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D.A.R.  and  kept  up  her  musical  work,  and  Willard  became  a 
Mason.  For  many  years  they  were  both  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  choir,  and  were  part  of  a  mixed  quartet  and  a  larger 
group  which  sang  at  hospitals  and  other  charitable  establishments. 

In  1953  Mabel  and  Willard  moved  to  a  new  home  in  Winter 
Haven,  Florida,  where  they  have  maintained  their  civic,  church 
and  musical  interests,  and  Willard  does  some  tax  consultant  work. 
They  have  no  children. 

Present  address:  1011  North  Lake  Howard  Drive,  Winter  Haven, 
Florida. 

1021.  ALICE  ONTHANK,  first  daughter  of  Samuel  Brown 
(955)  and  Harriet  C.  Harris  Onthank,  was  born  at  Portland,  New 
York,  on  January  22,  1882.  She  moved  with  her  family  to  Kamiah, 
Idaho,  in  1899,  but  finished  her  schooling  in  Moscow,  Idaho,  in 
1900. 

On  March  27,  1900,  at  Glenwood,  Idaho,  Alice  married  Homer 
H.  Lincoln.  They  later  moved  to  California.  Alice  died  at  Fort 
Bragg,  California,  on  February  4,  1920. 

Children: 

1.  Joseph  W.,  b.  July  26,  1902. 

2.  Eugene  D.,  b.  Nov.  3,  1904. 

3.  Oliver  William,  b.  Mar.  5,  1909;  d.  Dec.  1920. 

4.  Eunice,  b.  Sept.  24,  1912. 

5.  Hattie,  b.  Feb.  8,  1914. 

6.  James,  b.  May  1,  1916. 

7.  Daisy,  b.  Jan.  30,  1919. 

1022.  ROSE  EUNICE  ONTHANK,  second  daughter  of  Samuel 
Brown  (955)  and  Harriet  C.  Harris  Onthank,  was  born  at  Portland, 
New  York,  on  July  8,  1887.  When  she  was  12  years  old,  her  family 
moved  to  Kamiah,  Idaho,  and  Rose  had  an  interesting  frontier 
life.  She  has  told  of  riding  horseback  twelve  miles  to  bring  back 
a  50-pound  sack  of  flour  and  other  groceries,  or  to  fetch  the  mail. 
She  went  to  school  in  the  log-house  which  her  father  had  established 
for  the  school  term  of  four  to  five  months  a  year. 

On  November  28,  1906,  at  Glenwood,  Idaho,  Rose  married 
Charles  F.  Hair,  who  was  born  in  Iowa  on  May  19,  1884.  In  1919 
Rose  and  Charles  moved  to  California  for  the  betterment  of 
Charles’  health.  They  now  live  at  1128  Beacon  Drive,  Ukiah, 
California. 
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Children: 

1.  Paul  Wilson,  b.  Sept.  22,  1908. 

2.  Mabel  Hattie,  b.  Feb.  22,  1911. 

3.  Hazel  Frances,  b.  Feb.  19,  1913. 

4.  Samuel  Earl,  b.  Nov.  4,  1915. 

5.  Eldon  Charles,  b.  May  6,  1922. 

6.  Robert  William,  b.  Nov.  23,  1923. 

1023.  WILLIAM  ELLIOT  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  only  son 
of  Samuel  Brown  (955)  and  Harriet  C.  Harris  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Portland,  New  York,  on  August  17,  1890.  When  nine  years  old 
he  went  to  Kamiah,  Idaho,  with  his  family,  and  grew  up  on  his 
father’s  farm,  which  he  later  took  over. 

In  World  War  I.,  William  Elliot  enlisted,  and  was  inducted  into 
the  service  on  April  25,  1918.  He  received  his  basic  training  at 
Camp  Lewis,  Washington,  and  was  assigned  to  the  363d  Infantry 
Regiment,  91st  Division,  as  a  machine  gunner.  That  division  was 
one  of  those  rushed  to  France  to  stem  the  German  advances  in 
the  spring  of  1918,  and  much  of  its  training  was  accomplished 
after  arrival  there.  William  Elliot  took  part  in  the  battles  of  St. 
Mihiel,  September  11  to  16;  Meuse-Argonne,  September  26  to  Octo¬ 
ber  4;  and  Lys-Scheldt,  Belgium,  October  31  to  November  11, 
1918.  He  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  on  April  25,  1919. 

On  November  15,  1919,  at  Asotin,  Washington,  “Will”  married 
Nellie  Margaret  Gilmore  (1023-A),  who  was  born  at  Nez  Perce, 
Idaho,  on  February  19,  1903.  William  Elliot  died  at  Kamiah, 
Idaho,  on  November  29,  1949.  His  wife  remarried  in  1953. 

Children: 

1119.  Margaret  Nellie,  b.  Sept  28,  1920. 

1120.  Alice  Rose,  b.  Jan.  9,  1924. 

1121.  Samuel  William,  b.  Aug.  23,  1929. 

1122.  Floyd  Charles,  b.  Feb.  17,  1931. 

1123.  Charles  Alton,  b.  Mar.  12,  1936. 

1124.  Hattie  June,  b.  June  22,  1939. 

1024.  FLORENCE  LUCILLE  ONTHANK,  first  child  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Charles  Halsey  (957)  and  Viola  Robinson  Onthank,  was  bom 
at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  on  October  29,  1890.  She  was  graduated  from 
Grinnell  High  School  in  1909,  and  became  a  teacher. 

On  January  16,  1910,  at  Grinnell,  Florence  married  William 
Van  Wyk,  who  was  born  in  The  Netherlands,  near  Haarlem,  on 
January  9,  1888,  in  a  family  of  twelve  boys  and  one  girl.  His 
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family  came  to  America  in  1891.  He  and  Florence  took  up  farm¬ 
ing  near  Grinnell  and  have  continued  in  that  occupation. 

Children : 

1.  Lucille,  b.  Mar.  5,  1912;  m.  Herman  De  Penning. 

2.  Wilburn  Halsey,  b.  June  9,  1914;  m.  Frances  V.  Kooistra. 

3.  Vera  Maxine,  b.  Nov.  5,  1916;  m.  Milo  Kruseman. 

Present  address:  Box  38,  Lynnville,  Iowa. 

1025.  LILLIAN  MARIE  ONTHANK  (MARIE),  second  child  and 
daughter  of  Charles  Halsey  (957)  and  Viola  Robinson  Onthank, 
was  born  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  on  July  20,  1892.  In  addition  to  her 
home  duties,  she  has  been  occupied  as  a  nurse. 

On  December  29,  1909,  at  Grinnell,  she  married  Charles  P. 
Kimball,  who  was  born  at  Meriden,  Connecticut,  on  August  13, 
1887.  After  attending  business  college  there,  he  went  to  Iowa  in 
1908,  and  has  since  served  as  a  mail  carrier. 

Children: 

1.  Lura  Viola,  b.  Aug.  11,  1911;  d.  May  21,  1914. 

2.  Lillian  Lydia,  b.  Oct.  10,  1912;  m.  Sherman  Rachel. 

3.  Ester  Louise,  b.  Mar.  31,  1918;  d.  Mar.  18,  1920. 

4.  Alma  Ruth,  b.  Apr.  9,  1921;  m.  Marvin  Bergstresser. 

5.  Edna  Louise,  b.  May  30,  1924;  m.  Paul  L.  Elliott. 

Present  address:  1115  West  Street,  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

1026.  CHARLES  HENRY  ROBINSON  ONTHANK  (HENRY), 
third  child  and  first  son  of  Charles  Halsey  (957)  and  Viola  Robinson 
Onthank,  was  born  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  on  May  26,  1895. 

Henry  was  born  on  a  farm,  has  worked  on  farms  of  his  own 
and  of  others,  and  still  loves  farming.  For  a  basic  farmer,  how¬ 
ever,  he  has  done  much  work  of  different  kinds,  and  has  travelled 
to  many  places.  After  the  death  of  his  father  in  1908,  his  mother 
sold  the  farm  at  Grinnell  and  moved  to  Florida,  where  Henry 
engaged  in  hauling  lumber;  but  farming  still  had  its  compelling 
allure,  so  Henry  returned  to  Grinnell.  There,  and  later  in  Min¬ 
nesota,  he  continued  to  farm. 

On  July  18,  1914,  at  Grinnell,  Henry  married  Maude  L.  Lyons 
(1026-A),  who  was  born  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on  June  11,  1896,  and 
was  graduated  from  high  school  there. 

Some  time  later,  Henry  started  in  construction  work,  operating 
trucks  and  heavy  duty  road-building  and  other  equipment.  For 
six  years,  from  1926  to  1932,  he  operated  his  mother’s  ranch  at 
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Happy,  Texas,  but  returned  to  construction  work  in  Santa  Fe, 
New  Mexico,  in  California,  and  later  in  Missouri.  In  1941,  Henry 
and  Maude  were  divorced. 

Children: 

1125.  Charles  Henry  Halsey,  b.  May  26,  1915. 

1126.  Donald  Edward,  b.  Aug.  26,  1918. 

1127.  Vivian  Faye,  b.  June  11,  1920. 

In  the  fall  of  1942  Henry  married  Mae  Campbell  (1026-B),  but 
this  marriage  lasted  only  about  one  year,  and  Henry  continued  to 
farm  alone  in  Iowa.  On  February  14,  1945,  he  was  married  to 
Libbie  Lorean  Pentzer  (1026-C),  a  widow  with  a  family  of  seven 
children,  who  was  born  at  Chillicothe,  Iowa,  on  May  8,  1900,  and 
went  to  schools  at  nearby  Ottumwa.  Thereafter,  Henry  worked 
on  a  number  of  dam-project  construction  jobs  in  South  Dakota  as 
heavy-duty  operator,  until  1956,  when  he  returned  to  Iowa  and  to 
farming  near  Des  Moines. 

Present  address:  3905  East  45th  Street,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

1027.  GRACE  ISABELLE  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  third 
daughter  of  Charles  Halsey  (957)  and  Viola  Robinson  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  on  April  1,  1897.  On  February  18,  1914,  at 
Grinnell,  she  married  Elmer  A.  Mitchell,  who  was  born  at  Grin¬ 
nell  on  November  30,  1894.  He  has  been  a  farmer. 

Children: 

1.  Eva  Louise,  b.  Aug.  2,  1915;  m.  Wilbur  Noel. 

2.  Viola  Grace,  b.  Apr.  1,  1917;  m.  Floyd  R.  Brown. 

3.  Raymond  Arthur,  b.  Nov.  1,  1918;  m.  Laura  E.  Norris. 

Present  address:  Malcom,  Iowa. 

1028.  ALMA  VIOLA  ONTHANK,  fifth  child  and  fourth  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Charles  Halsey  (957)  and  Viola  Robinson  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  on  February  11,  1899.  On  December  20, 
1916,  at  New  Sharon,  Iowa,  she  married  Emmett  McGriff,  son 
of  F.  W.  McGriff,  who  was  the  second  husband  of  Viola  Robinson 
Onthank;  Emmett  was  born  at  New  Sharon.  They  had  one  child: 

1.  Willard,  b. - ;  m.  Ida  Bell. 

Alma  later  married  a  second  time,  to  Herbert  Dolcater.  A 
third  marriage  was  to  Carl  Youngberg.  Other  information  has 
not  been  made  available. 

Present  address:  459  27th  Street,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
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1029.  EDWARD  WILEY  ONTHANK,  sixth  child  and  second 
son  of  Charles  Halsey  (957)  and  Viola  Robinson  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  on  June  22,  1901.  Edward  has  followed 
the  footsteps  of  his  father,  and  has  been  farming  all  his  life, 
including  his  father’s  love  for  horses  —  raising  them,  trading 
them,  and  using  them  on  his  farms  until  motorized  equipment 
displaced  them.  He  also  keeps  a  good  herd  of  stock,  and  buys 
calves  to  fatten  and  sell.  His  farm  produces  mainly  corn,  but 
also  beans  and  oats. 

On  August  31,  1918,  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  Edward  married  Edith 
Spease  (1029-A),  who  was  born  at  Grinnell  on  January  7,  1897.  She 
died  there  four  years  after  her  marriage,  on  January  31,  1921.  They 
had  one  child: 

1128.  Mildred  Elizabeth,  b.  May  27,  1919. 

On  August  19,  1921,  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  Edward  married  Olive 
May  Phipps  (1029-B),  who  was  born  on  November  20,  1904,  at 
Monticello,  Kentucky.  Her  parents,  John  and  Fannie  Phipps,  had 
died  by  the  time  she  was  two  years  old,  and  she  was  brought  up 
by  her  grandmother.  In  1921  she  moved  to  Iowa,  and  there  met 
Edward  at  a  church  social. 

Children: 

1129.  Elsie  Mae,  b.  Dec.  8,  1922. 

1130.  Edith  Darline,  b.  Jan.  31,  1924. 

1131.  Georgia  Rose,  b.  Jan.  11,  1926. 

1132.  Mollie  LaVerna,  b.  Sept.  20,  1928. 

1133.  Mary  Doris,  b.  Mar.  13,  1929;  d.  Mar.  17,  1929. 

1134.  Viola  Grace,  b.  May  17,  1938. 

1135.  Francis  Irene,  b.  May  6,  1940. 

Present  address:  Route  2,  Kellogg,  Iowa. 

1030.  PAUL  LOVEL  ONTHANK,  seventh  child  and  third  son 
of  Charles  Halsey  (957)  and  Viola  Robinson  Onthank,  was  bom  at 
Grinnell,  Iowa,  on  June  17,  1903.  Unlike  his  father,  Paul  got 
away  from  farming  at  an  early  date  and  learned  mechanical 
work,  which  he  liked  better.  During  World  War  II.,  he  worked 
as  a  civil  service  instructor  on  ammunition  at  Kansas  City,  helped 
to  start  the  ammunition  plant  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  served 
also  as  an  automobile  instructor  at  Fort  Crook,  Nebraska. 

After  the  war,  Paul  started  automobile  shops  and  garages  at 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  and  at  Newton,  Iowa,  but  after  a  few  years  was 
forced  by  bad  health  to  retire.  Another  try  at  the  garage  business 
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at  Omaha  again  raised  signals  of  health  trouble,  so  Paul  went 
back  to  a  farm.  Recently  he  has  been  working  for  the  Agricultural 
Stabilization  Conservation  agency  and  is  a  county  supervisor  for 
the  soil  bank  program. 

On  January  31,  1920,  at  Montezuma,  Iowa,  Paul  married 
Dorothy  Jacobson  (1030-A),  who  was  born  on  July  31,  1897,  at 
Lyle,  Minnesota,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Charlotte  (Peterson) 
Jacobson.  They  were  divorced  in  October  1940. 

Children: 

1136.  Marion  Paul,  b.  Sept.  26,  1920. 

1137.  Maxine  Rose,  b.  Nov.  13,  1922. 

On  October  22,  1944,  at  Omaha,  Nebraska,  Paul  was  again 
married,  to  Vivian  Mae  Poots  (1030-B),  who  was  born  in  Jasper 
County,  Iowa,  on.  August  6,  1915,  the  daughter  of  Robert  J.  and 
Ethyl  L.  (Fleener)  Poots.  Vivian  was  graduated  from  Grinnell 
High  School  in  1935,  and  took  up  work  as  a  bookkeeper  and  private 
secretary.  She  is  a  Farm  Bureau  member  and  interested  in  art 
and  music.  They  have  one  child: 

1138.  Paul  Halsey,  b.  Aug.  27,  1954. 

Present  address:  Route  2,  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

1031.  GEORGE  WOODS  ONTHANK,  eighth  child  and  fourth 
son  of  Charles  Halsey  (957)  and  Viola  Robinson  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  on  October  26,  1906.  He  was  the  second  of 
those  sons  who  found  his  activities  in  other  than  the  family’s 
traditional  occupation  of  farming. 

George  was  graduated  from  the  Des  Moines  University  of  Com¬ 
merce  in  1926,  and  was  later  employed  by  the  American  Finance 
System,  of  which  he  became  vice-president.  Still  later,  he  was 
employed  by  the  Schneiderhahn  Electrical  Equipment  Co.  of  Des 
Moines,  where  he  became  treasurer,  assistant  general  manager  and 
director.  He  was  also  director  of  the  National  Credit  Association. 

Eventually,  George  established  his  own  company  at  Des  Moines, 
the  G.  W.  Onthank  Company,  a  wholesale  business  in  hardware 
and  electrical  products,  as  well  as  the  manufacture  of  a  line  of 
“Onthank’s  cleaners,  waxes  and  polishes,”  and  other  products. 
There  are  now  branches  of  this  company  in  Omaha,  Nebraska 
and  Rock  Island,1  Illinois. 

On  August  14,  1929,  at  Des  Moines,  George  married  Dorothy 
Faye  Smith  (1031-A),  who  was  born  on  March  29,  1906,  at 
Ottumwa,  Iowa.  She  had  been  a  secretary  in  legal  work,  and 
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became  active  in  charitable  and  social  clubs.  They  were  divorced 
at  Des  Moines  on  May  19,  1958. 

Children: 

1139.  George  Woods,  Jr.,  b.  Apr.  5,  1934;  d.  June,  1934. 

1140.  Janice  Merry,  b.  June  14,  1935. 

1141.  Doris  Marie,  b.  Aug.  23,  1938. 

On  May  20,  1958,  George  was  again  married,  to  Elsie  Mahler 
Steinbeck  (1031-B),  who  was  born  on  April  3,  1911,  and  who  had 
a  daughter  who  was  adopted  by  George  and  now  carries  the 
Onthank  name : 

1142.  Roberta,  b.  Dec.  30,  1937. 

Present  address:  2701  Onthank  Road,  Des  Moines  13,  Iowa. 

1032.  FREDERIC  AUGUSTUS  ONTHANK,  only  son  of  Otis 
Brigham  (966)  and  Mary  L.  Reardon  Onthank,  was  born  in  East 
Boston  on  July  29,  1875.  In  his  early  years  he  was  on  a  theatrical 
and  minstrel  show  circuit  in  a  team  of  “Russian  acrobats,”  under 
the  title  of  “Onthank  and  Blanchette.”  From  1915  to  1931  he  is 
listed  in  the  Marlboro  directories  as  a  box  maker  and  a  teamster. 

In  December  1916,  at  Marlboro,  Fred  married  Elizabeth  Em¬ 
mons  Converse  (1032-A),  a  widow,  who  was  born  at  Bellows  Falls, 
Vermont,  in  1890,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Kitty  (Mason)  Emmons. 
She  died  at  Marlboro  in  August  1943.  Fred  died  at  Fort  Devens, 
Massachusetts,  on  August  19,  1936,  where  he  is  listed  as  Sergeant, 
2d  Regiment,  U.S.  Marine  Corps.  No  record  of  any  children  has 
been  found. 

1033.  ARTHUR  HEATH  ONTHANK  (HEATH),  only  child  of 
Arthur  Nahum  Ball  (970)  and  Annabel  Genevieve  McDermott 
Onthank,  was  born  at  Boston  on  November  21,  1892.  He  attended 
Boston  Latin  School,  where  he  won  honors,  and  was  graduated 
from  Harvard  College,  A.B.,  cum  laude,  in  1914,  and  from  the 
Harvard  Graduate  School  of  Business  Administration,  M.B.A., 
in  1916.  In  Harvard  College  he  was  manager  of  the  Freshman 
and  Varsity  lacrosse  teams,  and  member  of  several  academic 
and  social  clubs. 

For  several  subsequent  years,  Heath  was  employed  in  banking 
with  the  National  Shawmut  Bank  of  Boston,  and  the  National  City 
Bank  of  New  York  in  San  Francisco,  California.  This  was  inter¬ 
rupted  by  service  in  World  War  I. 

In  1915-16  Heath  had  been  a  1st  Lieutenant  in  the  Harvard 
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Regiment,  had  taken  the  Army  training  course  at  Plattsburg  Bar¬ 
racks,  New  York,  in  the  summer  of  1916,  and  had  taken  examina¬ 
tions  that  autumn  of  1916  and  had  been  commissioned  one  of  the 
earliest  officers  in  the  new  Officers  Reserve  Corps,  U.S.  Army, 
as  2d  Lieutenant,  Infantry.  He  was  called  to  active  duty  for 
World  War  I.  on  May  8,  1917,  and  was  assigned  as  instructor  in 
two  Officers  Training  Camps;  in  the  second  one  after  promotion 
to  Captain,  Infantry.  Later,  he  commanded  a  battalion  in  the 
51st  Depot  Brigade,  and  A  Company,  36th  Machine  Gun  Battalion, 
12th  Division.  He  was  honorably  discharged  as  Captain,  U.S.A.R., 
on  February  4,  1919. 

While  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  Heath  married  Gloria  Viola  deLong 
(1033-A),  at  Seattle,  Washington,  on  July  5,  1923.  Gloria  was  born 
at  Seattle  on  January  14,  1898,  daughter  of  Willard  W.  and  Belle 
(Bridges)  deLong.  Both  parents  were  children  of  New  England 
pioneers  in  the  West,  Belle  having  been  the  first  white  girl  born 
in  Dakota  Territory.  Gloria  was  graduated  from  Seattle  High 
School,  and  for  several  years  was  secretary  to  the  manager  of 
the  National  City  Company  there.  She  was  an  accomplished  musi¬ 
cian  and  an  able  horsewoman.  Gloria  and  Heath  had  one  child: 

1143.  Annabel,  b.  Nov.  2,  1924. 

Gloria  died  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  on  March  20,  1927,  and  Annabel 
was  brought  up  by  her  namesake  grandmother,  who  lived  there¬ 
after  with  her  son. 

In  1924,  Heath  was  offered  a  position  in  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C.,  by  its  then  Secretary,  Herbert 
Hoover,  and  became  Chief,  Domestic  Commerce  Division.  With 
but  one  short  break,  he  continued  in  U.S.  Government  service 
thereafter,-  in  several  Government  departments:  National  Recovery 
Administration,  as  assistant  executive  officer;  Resettlement  Ad¬ 
ministration,  as  assistant  to  the  administrator;  Social  Security 
Board,  as  regional  executive  officer;  and  War  Department,  as 
director  of  civilian  personnel. 

He  had  maintained  his  U.S.  Army  Reserve  status,  serving  as 
a  Major  for  a  year  on  the  Army  General  Staff  under  General 
Douglas  MacArthur  in  1932-33.  When  World  War  II.  came,  Heath 
was  called  to  active  duty  on  February  2,  1942,  in  his  then  rank 
of  Lieut.  Colonel,  and  was  assigned  as  Assistant  Secretary  of  The 
Combined  Chiefs  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.C.  There  followed  promo¬ 
tion  to  Colonel,  General  Staff  Corps,  on  January  1,  1943;  two 
and  a  half  years  as  executive  officer,  Office  of  Strategic  Services 
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Planning  Group;  and  one  and  a  half  years  in  Office  of  Military 
Government  for  Germany,  serving  in  England,  France  and 
Germany,  initially  as  Chief,  Local  Government  and  Civil  Service 
Section  and  subsequently  as  Director  of  Personnel  for  military 
government,  Germany.  He  was  on  the  first  flight  into  Berlin, 
Germany,  in  July  1945.  He  was  awarded  the  Army’s  Bronze  Star 
Medal  for  his  service  in  military  government,  and  the  Army’s 
Commendation  Ribbon  for  his  service  on  The  Combined  Chiefs 
of  Staff.  He  was  transferred  to  Reserve  duty  on  September  17, 
1946,  continued  actively  in  that  work,  and  was  retired  for  age 
in  November,  1952,  as  Colonel,  A.U.S. 

During  the  war,  on  January  1,  1943,  he  married  Marjorie  Daw¬ 
son  Fling,  (1033-B),  a  Major,  VV.A.C.  She  was  born  at  Lowell, 
Massachusetts,  on  April  22,  1910.  They  were  divorced  on  January 
17,  1947,  at  Arlington,  Virginia. 

Heath  returned  to  his  civilian  position  as  director  of  civilian 
personnel  of  the  Department  of  the  Army  in  September  1946,  and 
served  there  until  his  appointment  as  Special  Assistant  to  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Army  in  1951.  He  retired  from  that 
position  and  the  Federal  Service  in  July  1953,  with  the  Army’s 
Award  for  Meritorious  Service.  Since  then  he  has  been  active 
on  numerous  Community  Chest  projects  and  committees,  and  was 
appointed  chairman  of  the  Fairfax  County  (Va.)  Civil  Service 
Commission  in  1957.  He  is  a  past  member  of  the  S.A.R.  and  the 
Colonial  Sons. 

From  1915,  Heath  had  actively  pursued  his  father’s  interest  in 
the  Onthank  Family’s  history,  and  had  done  much  research  and 
correspondence  on  it  throughout  later  years.  After  retirement  from 
the  Government  in  1953,  he  devoted  full  time  to  the  tasks  of 
research,  travel,  correspondence,  compilation,  and  finally  publi¬ 
cation  of  this  “Onthank  History.” 

Present  address:  Route  2,  Box  232,  Fairfax,  Virginia. 

1034.  DOROTHEA  ONTHANK,  only  child  of  Elmer  Alonzo  (972) 
and  Nora  Jackson  Onthank,  was  born  at  Boston  in  March  1897. 
After  graduation  from  Wellesley  College,  she  married  Charles 
Percival  Fortin,  at  Boston,  on  June  18,  1919.  Unconfirmed  infor¬ 
mation  states  that  she  later  married  Dr.  Robert  White,  and  has 
lived  in  Vermont. 

1035.  PIERCE  ONTHANK,  first  son  of  Elmer  Alonzo  (972)  and 
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Grace  Bandini  Pierce  Onthank,  was  born  at  Fitchburg  on  January 
18,  1904.  He  was  graduated  from  Andover  Academy  in  1921;  from 
Williams  College,  A.B.,  in  1925;  and  from  the  Harvard  Graduate 
School  of  Business  Administration,  M.B.A.,  in  1927. 

Continuing  his  father’s  notable  career  in  banking,  Pierce  joined 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Boston  in  1927,  and  progressed  to 
executive  positions.  In  1940  he  became  president  of  the  New  Lon¬ 
don  (Conn.)  City  National  Bank,  and  continued  there  until,  in 
1945,  he  was  appointed  vice-president  of  the  Chemical  Corn  Ex¬ 
change  Bank,  of  New  York  City,  a  position  which  he  now  holds. 

On  June  1,  1935,  at  Greenwich,  Connecticut,  Pierce  married 
Nancy  Bonties  Fuller  (1035-A),  who  was  born  at  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  on  April  15,  1915,  the  granddaughter  of  Harry  Peter 
Bonties,  prominent  textile  broker  and  president  of  H.  B.  Claflin 
Co.  Nancy  started  a  career  as  a  sculptress,  which  she  later 
developed  into  a  cake-decorating  and  catering  business  at  Green¬ 
wich.  She  is  also  a  well  known  breeder  and  judge  of  dachshund 
dogs. 

Children: 

1144.  John  Bonties,  b.  Apr.  12,  1936. 

1145.  Dorothy,  b.  Apr.  13,  1939. 

1146.  Katherine,  b.  Apr.  13,  1939. 

Present  address:  Rose  Farm,  Pecksland  Road,  Greenwich, 
Connecticut. 

1036.  CURTIS  HEATH  ONTHANK,  second  son  of  Elmer  Alonzo 
(972)  and  Grace  Bandini  Pierce  Onthank,  was  born  at  Fitchburg 
on  May  24,  1906.  He  was  graduated  from  Andover  Academy,  and 
from  Yale  College,  A.B.,  1928,  and  was  then  employed  in  various 
capacities  in  the  New  England  Power  Co.,  at  Boston,  until  1940. 

On  June  23,  1937,  at  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  Curtis  married 
Camilla  Haight  Wells  (1036-A),  who  was  born  at  Aberdeen,  South 
Dakota,  on  January  21,  1910.  She  was  graduated  from  Wellesley 
College  in  1932. 

In  1940,  Curtis  became  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Wells-Lamont 
Corporation,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  manufacturer  of  gloves,  and  his 
family  moved  to  Winnetka,  Illinois.  He  died  there  on  October 
23,  1950.  Camilla  was  later  married  to  Francis  Moore  Richards, 
on  July  5,  1958,  at  Winnetka. 

Children: 

1147.  Virginia  Wells,  b.  Dec.  9,  1938. 

1148.  Curtis  Heath,  Jr.,  b.  July  2,  1941. 
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Camilla’s  present  address:  821  Mount  Pleasant  Road,  Bryn 
Mawr,  Pennsylvania. 

1037.  ELMER  ALONZO  ONTHANK,  JR.,  third  son  of  Elmer 
Alonzo  (972)  and  Grace  Bandini  Pierce  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Fitchburg  on  June  4,  1910.  He  was  graduated  from  Groton  School, 
and  from  Harvard  College,  A.B.,  1933.  He  joined  the  First  Boston 
Corporation,  investment  bankers,  and  remained  there  until  1951, 
having  advanced  to  the  position  of  manager  of  the  Government 
bond  department. 

On  May  21,  1927,  at  Townsend,  “Junie”  married  Ruth  Potter 
Fessenden  (1037-A),  who  was  born  on  August  8,  1912,  at  Wor¬ 
cester,  the  daughter  of  Robert  Grosvenor  and  Helen  Potter  Fessen¬ 
den.  Her  father,  a  graduate  of  Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  owned 
and  operated  a  cooperage  business  founded  by  his  grandfather, 
and  managed  the  Townsend  baseball  team  for  fourteen  years.  Her 
mother  received  the  Red  Cross  award  for  thirty-five  years  service. 
Ruth  was  a  graduate  of  Briarcliff  School,  New  York,  in  1931, 
attended  Erskine  Junior  College  in  Boston,  and  took  later  courses 
in  art  and  in  interior  decoration. 

In  World  War  II.,  Junie  was  inducted  into  the  U.S.  Army  in 
December  1943,  and  was  later  assigned  to  the  175th  Infantry 
Regiment,  29th  Division,  which  took  part  on  the  Normandy  in¬ 
vasion,  the  Brest  offensive,  and  the  offensive  against  Germany. 
In  1945  he  was  returned  to  the  U.S.  and  reassigned  to  the  forces 
preparing  for  the  attack  on  Japan,  at  Fort  Adair,  Salem,  Oregon. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  in  October,  1945. 

In  1951,  Junie  acquired  the  Wood  and  Metal  Furniture  Co.,  of 
Reading,  a  contract  sales  business  for  furniture,  rugs  and  acces¬ 
sories  for  hotels  and  schools,  which  he  sold  in  1957  to  W.  J. 
Sloane  Co.,  of  New  York,  staying  with  that  company  as  area 
sales  manager.  He  has  been  interested,  in  sailing  and  other 
sports.  Ruth  has  been  successful  in  interior  decorating  through 
her  own  studios,  and  is  a  breeder  of  English  springer  spaniel  and 
dachshund  dogs. 

Children: 

1149.  Robert  Fessenden,  b.  May  28,  1938. 

1150.  Barbara  Lee,  b.  Oct.  6,  1941. 

1151.  Lynda  Pierce,  b.  Feb.  6,  1946. 

1152.  Elmer  Alonzo  III.,  b.  Nov.  20,  1947. 

Present  address:  Holt  Road,  Andover,  Massachusetts. 
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1038.  EVA  L.  ONTHANK,  first  child  and  daughter  of  Alphonso 
Daniel  (975)  and  Adelaide  Augusta  Stevenson  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Boston  on  August  2,  1876,  and  died  there  in  infancy,  on  September 
8  of  the  same  year. 

1039.  LINA  BARRETT  ONTHANK,  second  daughter  of  Alphonso 
Daniel  (975)  and  Adelaide  A.  Stevenson  Onthank,  was  born  at  East 
Boston  on  December  9,  1879.  She  became  a  private  secretary  in 
Boston. 

On  October  26,  1901,  at  East  Boston,  Lina  married  Elisha 
Freeman  Nunan,  who  was  born  at  Cape  Porpoise,  Maine,  in  1879, 
son  of  Arthur  W.  and  Clara  (Fifield)  Nunan.  Elisha  was  a  book¬ 
keeper  and  later  became  a  certified  public  accountant.  His 
family  was  well  known  in  Maine  for  its  large  fleet  of  fishing  ves¬ 
sels  operating  out  of  Boston  and  Gloucester. 

Children: 

1.  Doris,  b.  June  2,  1902;  m.  William  G.  MacKenna. 

2.  Florence  E.,  b.  June  17,  1904. 

Later,  Lina  received  a  divorce,  and  married  Arthur  W.  Nunan. 
Her  address:  Cape  Porpoise,  Maine. 

1040.  CHARLES  FRANKLIN  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  only 
son  of  Alphonso  Daniel  (975)  and  Adelaide  A.  Stevenson  Onthank, 
was  born  at  East  Boston  on  July  4,  1882. 

Charles  became  employed  as  a  salesman  for  the  Smalley  Glass 
Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Boston.  About  1905,  he  and  two  other  em¬ 
ployees  joined  in  forming  a  new  company,  Smalley,  Kivlan  and 
Onthank,  for  the  manufacture  of  glassware.  The  company  soon 
expanded  into  production  of  glass  preserving  jars,  introducing  the 
glass  top  with  tail  wire  to  hold  it,  and  later  the  square  fruit  jar 
and  the  wide  mouth  fruit  and  candy  jars.  Improvements  were  also 
instigated  by  Charles  in  the  rubber  jar  ring,  as  well  as  other  uses 
for  glass  jars.  In  1940  the  company,  of  which  Charles  by  that 
time  had  gained  full  control,  sold  its  patents  and  ceased. 

In  World  War  II.,  Charles  put  his  experience  at  the  service  of 
the  U.S.  Government  and  was  appointed  an  expediter  in  the  Army’s 
Watertown  Arsenal.  For  this  service  he  was  awarded  the  Army’s 
Commendation  for  Meritorious  Services.  Afterwards  he  bought 
and  operated  the  Drabbington  Inn  at  Weston. 

On  September  7,  1901,  at  East  Boston,  Charles  married  Emma 
Adelaide  Sanderson  (1040-A),  who  was  born  in  East  Boston  on 
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April  17,  1884,  the  only  daughter  of  James  Sanderson,  who  was 
born  at  Birkenhead,  England,  and  Emma  Jane  Dunbar,  who  was 
born  in  East  Boston.  “Addie,”  as  she  has  been  called,  has  been 
a  loyal  worker  for  her  church  and  in  local  woman’s  club  activities. 
She  was  also  a  member  of  the  D.A.R.,  and  past  president  of  its 
New  England  Chapter. 

Charles  died  at  Chestnut  Hill  on  January  6,  1948. 

Children: 

1153.  Charles  Franklin,  Jr.,  b.  July  2,  1902. 

1154.  James  Frederick,  b.  Nov.  25,  1904. 

1155.  Barbara  Adelaide,  b.  Mar.  23,  1911. 

1156.  Dorothy  Dunbar,  b.  July  4,  1916. 

1157.  Paul  Sanderson,  b.  Mar.  20,  1921. 

Present  address,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Onthank:  93  Waban  Hill  Road, 
North,  Newton  Centre,  Massachusetts. 

1041.  ALBERT  SIMONDS  ONTHANK,  son  of  Albert  Alonzo 
(981)  and  Jane  L.  Simonds  Onthank,  was  born  at  Meridian,  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  on  June  12,  1892.  For  several  years  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  Craddock-Terry  Co.,  at  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  where  his  father  was 
also  employed. 

When  World  War  I.  came,  Albert  enlisted  immediately,  on 
April  9,  1917,  in  the  116th  Infantry  Regiment,  which  was  trained 
at  Camp  McClellan,  Alabama.  In  the  battle  of  Argonne  Forest, 
October  18  to  24,  1918,  Albert  had  his  left  thumb  shot  off,  was 
hospitalized,  and  returned  to  the  U.S.  for  discharge  at  Camp  Lee, 
Virginia,  on  January  6,  1919.  He  then  went  to  a  school  for  auto 
mechanics,  and  was  employed  by  the  Cadillac  Motor  Co.  at  Balti¬ 
more,  Maryland.  One  of  his  duties  was  to  act  as  driver  for 
General  Foch,  the  French  hero,  when  he  visited  this  country. 
Albert  later  established  his  own  auto  repair  business  in  Baltimore. 

On  February  16,  1920,  at  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  Albert  married 
Cleora  Douglas  Everett  (1041-A),  who  was  born  at  Pearch,  Virginia, 
on  August  4,  1895.  After  Albert’s  death  at  Baltimore  on  April 
2,  1935,  Cleora  became  a  buyer  in  a  Baltimore  department  store, 
and  later  moved  to  Lynchburg,  where  she  is  now  employed  in  the 
same  vocation.  She  has  been  active  in  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  having  held  most  of  its  local  offices.  Her  present  ad¬ 
dress:  2109  Cedar  Street,  Lynchburg,  Virginia. 

Albert  and  Cleora  had  no  children. 
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1042.  MARY  ELIZABETH  ONTHANK  (MAE),  daughter  of  Al¬ 
bert  Alonzo  (981)  and  Jane  L.  Simonds  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Mobile,  Alabama,  on  February  20,  1895.  On  June  16,  1915,  at  the 
St.  Helena  Episcopal  Church  in  Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  where 
her  mother  and  father  were  married,  “Mae”  was  married  to 
William  Thornhill  Macleod.  He  was  born  at  Lynchburg,  Virginia, 
on  August  12,  1889,  and  has  chiefly  been  connected  with  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Trust  and  Savings  Bank  of  that  city,  of  which  he  is  now 
president. 

Mae  has  been  active  in  church  and  Sunday  school  work,  and 
has  followed  her  mother’s  hobby  of  gardening. 

Children: 

1.  Jennie  Mae. 

2.  Nancy  Ovid. 

3.  Almira  Morrill. 

4.  William  Thornhill,  Jr. 

5.  Charles  Albert. 

6.  Duncan  Alexander. 

7.  Mary  Elizabeth. 

Present  address:  612  Riverside  Drive,  Lynchburg,  Virginia. 

1043.  MARY  ELLA  ONTHANK,  only  child  of  Fred  Samuel 
(986)  and  Caroline  C.  Curry  Onthank.  No  information  has  been 

obtained  about  her  except  that  she  married  -  Brockway, 

and  that  they  had  two  children. 

1044.  MARY  ELLEN  ONTHANK,  first  child  and  daughter  of 
George  Arthur  (988)  and  Harriet  Dionne  Onthank,  was  born  on 
October  14,  1877.  Reports  about  her  are  unconfirmed,  but  indicate 

that  in  1896  she  married - Reeves,  and  that  she  was  married 

a  second  time  to  Dr.  Anson  R.  Brackett;  and  that  she  had  no 
children. 

• 

1045.  LUCY  (LOUISE)  MARGARET  ONTHANK,  second  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  Arthur  (988)  and  Harriet  Dionne  Onthank,  was 
born  on  May  1,  1879.  In  1898  she  married  William  Grannan  (also 
spelled  Grannum),  who  was  born  in  England.  Attempts  to  get 
further  information  have  been  futile. 

Children: 

1.  Earle  C.;  m.  Pauline  Vincent. 

2.  lone. 

3.  Doris. 
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1046.  WILLIAM  HENRY  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  first  son 
of  George  Arthur  (988)  and  Harriet  Dionne  Onthank,  was  born 
on  June  19,  1881.  He  spent  a  number  of  years  in  the  U.S.  Navy, 
chiefly  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  later  operated  a  lobby  concession 
in  the  Palmer  House,  Chicago,  Illinois.  He  was  unmarried. 

1047.  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ONTHANK  (FRANK),  fourth  child 
and  second  son  of  George  Arthur  (988)  and  Harriet  Dionne  Onthank, 
was  born  on  July  16,  1883.  Frank  ran  away  from  home  in  his 
youth  and  has  never  been  heard  from  or  found.  About  1926, 
indirect  information  indicated  that  he  was  on  a  western  ranch, 
but  letters  sent  to  him  there  remained  unanswered  although  not 
returned. 

1048.  GENEVIEVE  ARLANZY  ONTHANK,  fifth  child  and  third 
daughter  of  George  Arthur  (988)  and  Harriet  Dionne  Onthank,  was 
born  on  September  3,  1885.  All  that  is  known  about  her  is  that 
in  1904  (?)  she  married  Arthur  R.  McNally,  and  that  they  had 
one  child,  Genevieve  E. 

1049.  KATHRYN  ONTHANK,  sixth  child  and  fourth  daughter  of 
George  Arthur  (988)  and  Harriet  Dionne  Onthank,  was  born  in 
1887  (?).  At  one  time,  in  1926,  she  was  employed  as  clerk  and 
secretary  by  a  firm  of  architects  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  At  that  time 
she  wrote,  “The  seven  children  in  our  family  were  brought  up  in 
the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  but  without  exception  have  left  it  for 
other  religion.”  She  was  living  in  Chicago  in  1935,  and  was  then 
unmarried. 

1050.  RUTH  PHILOMENA  ONTHANK,  seventh  child  and  fifth 
daughter  of  George  Arthur  (988)  and  Harriet  £)ionne  Onthank,  was 
born  in  1889  (?).  About  1908  she  married  J.  Walker  Robbins,  who, 
in  1935,  owned  and  managed  a  prosperous  farm  on  which  he  raised 
airedale  dogs,  near  Rockford,  Illinois.  Efforts  to  get  further  in¬ 
formation  were  futile,  except  for  their  children  (dates  uncertain) : 

1.  Kathryn,  b.  1914. 

2.  Phyllis,  b.  1916. 

3.  Robert,  b.  1918. 

4.  J.  Wklker,  Jr.,  b.  1921. 

t 

1051.  MARIE  ONTHANK,  an  adopted  daughter  of  Charles 
Francis  (991)  and  Julia  F.  Curran  Onthank,  was  born  on  December 
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25,  18 — ,  at  Chicago,  Illinois.  She  married  Charles  Louis  Bend. 
Marie  died  at  Chicago  on  January  26,  1926.  They  had  one  child: 

1.  Loretta,  b.  Dec.  17,  1917. 

1052.  IRENE  MARY  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  Charles  Francis 

(991)  and  Julia  F.  Curran  Onthank,  was  born  on  July  23,  1886.  In 
1905  (?),  she  married  Ernst  Herman  Hoffman,  a  doctor,  who 
was  born  on  February  24,  1883.  They  lived  at  Des  Plaines,  Illinois, 
where  Irene  died  in  May  1950.  They  had  two  children: 

1.  Rita  Irene,  b.  Dec.  8,  1915. 

2.  Catherine  Ruth,  b.  Feb.  15,  1919. 

1053.  JOHN  JOSEPH  DALTON  ONTHANK,  son  of  Charles 
Francis  (991)  and  Julia  F.  Curran  Onthank,  was  born  at  Chicago, 
Illinois,  on  March  5,  1887.  In  1915,  he,  like  his  father,  became  a 
policeman  of  the  City  of  Chicago,  from  which  position  he  was 
retired  in  1947.  In  World  War  I.,  he  served  as  provost  marshal 
in  the  U.S.  Navy. 

On  February  2,  1910,  at  Chicago,  John  married  Rose  Rosen 
(1053-A),  who  was  born  in  New  York  City  on  January  23,  1886;  they 
were  divorced  in  Chicago  in  1925.  Later,  John  was  married  again 
to  Vita  Piscoitto  (1053-B),  who  was  born  in  Italy  on  September  8, 
1905.  They  have  two  children: 

1158  Maria  Theresa. 

1159.  Margaret. 

Present  address:  2325V2  North  Rockwell  Street,  Chicago  47, 
Illinois. 

1054.  NELLIE  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  Richard  Elmus  (992) 
and  Althea  Schaeffer  Onthank,  was  born  in  1892,  and  died  in 
infancy. 

1055.  RUBY  ONTHANK,  second  daughter  of  Richard  Elmus 

(992)  and  Althea  Schaeffer  Onthank,  was  born  in  1893,  and  died  in 
infancy. 

1056.  JOHN  FRANCIS  ONTHANK  (FRANK),  first  son  of 
Frederick  Augustus  (993)  and  Margaret  Jane  Hanrahan  (993-A) 
Onthank,  was  born  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  on  May  15,  1889. 

Frank  started  out  to  be  a  professional  baseball  player,  but  his 
career  was  finished  when  he  broke  his  left  —  pitching  —  arm. 
During  World  War  I.,  he  was  a  Sergeant  in  B  Company,  108th  Field 
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Signal  Battalion,  33d  Division,  and  saw  action  on  three  fronts,  in¬ 
cluding  Belgium,  the  Argonne  Forest,  and  the  Verdun  front,  where 
he  was  in  the  trenches  for  43  days.  He  suffered  a  severe  mustard 
gas  attack,  which  affected  his  health  thereafter. 

In  1920  (?)  Frank  married  Grace  - .  He  died  at  Chicago 

in  1925.  There  were  no  children. 

1057.  (NORA)  MARGARET  BERNADETTE  ONTHANK,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Frederick  Augustus  (993)  and  Margaret  Jane  Hanrahan 
(993-A)  Onthank,  was  born  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  on  April  21,  1891. 
She  attended  high  school  and  business  school,  and  became  a 
secretary  in  Chicago,  where  she  married  Herbert  West.  They 
were  divorced  after  World  War  I. 

“Margie”  decided  to  see  the  country  and  got  as  far  as  Okla¬ 
homa,  where  she  spent  seven  years  as  a  secretary  to  oil  executives, 
and  then  returned  to  Chicago  to  work  in  the  promotion  department 
of  the  Hearst  newspapers.  On  September  5,  1934,  she  married 
Erwin  C.  (“Sherry”)  Sherman,  who  had  been  employed  on  the 
“Buffalo  Express.”  They  moved  to  New  York  City,  where  Margie 
continued  her  newspaper  work  for  the  “Philadelphia  Public  Ledg¬ 
er,”  and  Sherry  became  a  specialist  in  water  heating  systems  and 
later  a  salesman  of  loose  leaf  records. 

In  1943  they  moved  to  Los  Angeles,  California,  and  both  were 
employed  by  the  Douglas  Aircraft  Company  for  the  remainder  of 
World  War  II.,  Sherry  as  an  employee  relations  counselor.  At  that 
point,  Margie  retired,  but  Sherry  continued  as  a  labor  relations 
consultant  for  Douglas  Aircraft  and  two  other  companies  until 
December  1956,  when  he  retired,  except  for  part  time  work  in  that 
field.  Sherry  died  at  Whittier,  California,  on  July  17,  1958. 

Margie  has  devoted  herself  to  gardening  and  to  oil  paintings, 
which  she  states  are  “hung  from  Maine  to  California.”  They  have 
had  no  children. 

Present  address:  712  Chestnut  Street,  Whittier,  California. 

1058.  FREDERICK  ROBERT  ONTHANK,  second  son  of  Fred¬ 
erick  Augustus  (993)  and  Margaret  Jane  Hanrahan  (993-A)  Onthank, 
was  born  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  on  September  23,  1892.  His  youthful 
employment  was  as  a  railroad  conductor  and  office  worker. 

On  October  12,  1914,  at  Crown  Point,  Indiana,  Fred  married 
Grace  Emma  Holman  (1058-A),  who  was  born  on  January  9,  1890, 
at  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  She  is  the  only  known  Onthank  to  have 
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a  trace  of  real  American  (Indian)  blood.  In  her  early  married  life 
she  became  secretary  to  Edgar  Rice  Burroughs,  the  author  of 
“Tarzan”  and  other  stories,  and  he  persuaded  Fred  and  Grace 
to  accompany  him  to  his  ranch  in  California,  which  turned  out 
to  be  a  short  stay. 

Back  at  Chicago,  Fred  became  a  policeman,  and  was  soon  a 
Lieutenant  at  Oak  Park,  a  Chief  of  Police  at  Glen  Ellyn,  and  then 
a  private  detective,  which  led  to  his  employment  as  chief  special 
investigator  for  the  Pacific  Coast  chain  of  the  Sears  stores.  During 
World  War  II.,  he  was  head  of  plant  protection  for  several  air¬ 
craft  companies  near  Los  Angeles.  He  now  serves  as  expert  on 
law  enforcement,  collective  bargaining,  and  labor  disputes  for 
the  Los  Angeles  Merchants  and  Manufacturers  Association. 

Several  years  ago,  Grace  was  stricken  with  a  strange  paralysis 
of  the  legs,  and  has  had  to  spend  most  of  her  time  in  a  wheel-chair. 

Children: 

1160.  Robert  Milton,  b.  Oct.  29,  1915. 

1161.  Wilna-Jane,  b.  Dec.  11,  1921. 

Present  address:  712  South  Sunset  Canyon  Drive,  Burbank,  Cali¬ 
fornia. 
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1100.  ELEANOR  JEANNE  ONTHANK,  only  child 
of  William  Henry  (1002)  and  Margaret  Eleanor  Thompson  Onthank, 
was  born  at  Southboro  on  April  27,  1921.  She  was  graduated  from 
Peters  High  School,  Southboro,  in  1939,  as  salutarian,  and  from 
Simmons  College,  Boston,  B.S.,  in  1943.  For  the  next  two  years 
she  worked  as  dining  car  hostess  on  the  N.Y.,  N.H.,  and  H.  Railroad. 

On  May  10,  1945,  Eleanor  married  Charles  Francis  Hamel,  of 
Waltham,  who  was  bom  in  Somerville  on  June  9,  1919.  He  was 
graduated  from  St.  Mary’s  High  School,  at  Waltham,  in  1937,  and 
after  later  graduation  from  the  New  England  Aircraft  School,  was 
employed  by  the  North  East  Air  Lines.  In  1942,  Charles  enlisted 
in  the  U.S.  Navy;  was  commissioned  Ensign,  U.S.  Coast  Guard, 
in  April,  1945;  and  was  discharged  in  March,  1946.  He  is  presently 
employed  at  the  General  Motors  assembly  plant,  inspection  division, 
at  Framingham.  He  also  conducts  a  part-time  gun  and  ammunition 
business  from  his  home.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Southboro 
Rod  and  Gun  Club,  active  in  Boy  Scout  and  Little  League  work, 
and  an  enthusiastic  fisherman. 

Eleanor  has  been  interested  in  Girl  Scout  work  for  thirteen 
years,  is  a  member  and  past  treasurer  of  the  Southboro  Woman’s 
Club,  past  chairman  of  the  Southboro  Garden  Club,  and  secretary 
of  the  Southboro  Catholic  Woman’s  Club.  They  live  in  the  home 
built  by  her  great-grandfather,  Sullivan  Fay  Onthank  (804),  on 
the  last  remaining  part  of  the  William  Onthank  homestead.  Ad¬ 
dress:  Fayville,  Route  1,  Southboro,  Massaachusetts. 

Children: 

1.  Carol  Anne,  b.  May  20,  1946. 

2.  William  Arthur,  b.  June  15,  1947. 

3.  Stephen  Charles  ,  b.  Nov.  6,  1951. 

4.  Christopher  Anthony,  b.  Apr.  8,  1955. 

1101.  MICHAEL  LEE  ONTHANK,  first  child  and  son  of  Clifford 
Avison,  Jr.  (1005)  and  Carol  Hautman  Onthank,  was  born  at  Hol- 
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land,  Michigan,  on  October  23,  1949.  He  and  his  two  brothers  and 
sister  (see  below)  live  with  their  parents  at  669  Steketee  Avenue, 
Holland,  Michigan. 

1102.  TIMOTHY  C.  ONTHANK,  second  son  of  Clifford  Avison, 
Jr.  (1005)  and  Carol  Hautman  Onthank,  was  born  at  Holland, 
Michigan,  on  November  22,  1951. 

1103.  CLIFFORD  AVISON  ONTHANK  III.,  third  son  of  Clifford 
Avison,  Jr.  (1005)  and  Carol  Hautman  Onthank,  was  born  at  Hol¬ 
land,  Michigan,  on  November  10,  1953. 

1104.  MARGARET  ANN  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  only 
daughter  of  Clifford  Avison,  Jr.  (1005)  and  Carol  Hautman  Onthank, 
was  born  at  Holland,  Michigan,  on  April  29,  1955. 

1105.  LOREN  ELMER  ONTHANK,  son  of  Frederick  Elmer 
(1008)  and  Emma  H.  Bleile  Onthank,  was  born  at  Rochester,  New 
York,  on  March  5,  1908.  He  was  graduated  from  Rochester  High 
School,  and  from  1929  to  1941  was  employed  as  teller  in  the  Central 
Trust  Company  there.  In  1941  Loren  joined  the  Eastman  Kodak 
Company  in  Rochester,  and  during  World  War  II.  was  employed 
on  exempted  time-study  work;  he  is  now  working  in  its  plant 
protection  department.  He  is  a  Freemason. 

On  June  30,  1934,  at  Rochester,  Loren  married  Martha  Louise 
Kuleberda  Franklin  (1105-A),  who  was  born  in  Germany  on  Novem¬ 
ber  6,  1906,  and  came  to  America  in  1922.  She  was  previously 
married  (Franklin)  but  became  divorced  in  1931,  having  a  daughter 
by  that  marriage. 

Children: 

1200.  Gail  Ann,  b.  Feb.  24,  1940. 

1201.  James  Frederick,  b.  June  16,  1946. 

Present  address:  808  Hinchey  Road,  Rochester,  New  York. 

1106.  NORMA  ELEANOR  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  Frederick 
Elmer  (1008)  and  Emma  H.  Bleile  Onthank,  was  born  in  Rochester, 
New  York,  on  December  10,  1910,  and  attended  the  Rochester 
schools.  On  June  12,  1930,  at  Rochester,  Norma  married  Arthur 
Richard  Clark,  who  was  born  at  Geneva,  New  York,  on  October 
26,  1904.  He  attended  schools  at  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  and 
since  obtaining  a  license  as  professional  engineer  in  New  York 
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State  in  1952,  has  been  employed  as  estimating  engineer  in  the 
office  of  the  State  Architect. 

Children: 

1.  Joan  Marilyn,  b.  Mar.  22,  1934;  m.  Walter  F.  Pawlus,  Jr. 

2.  Beverly  Mae,  b.  Mar.  19,  1935;  m.  Milton  B.  Magee,  Jr. 

3.  Sandra  Helen,  b.  June  14,  1938;  m.  Phillip  Savino. 

Present  address:  36  Fernbank  Avenue,  Delmar,  New  York. 

1107.  FRANK  JOSEPH  ONTHANK,  JR.,  first  child  and  son  of 
Frank  Joseph  (1017)  and  Mary  B.  Fox  Onthank,  was  born  at  • 
Boston  on  July  23,  1912,  and  died  the  same  day. 

1108.  MILDRED  MARIE  ONTHANK,  second  child  and  first 
daughter  of  Frank  Joseph  (1017)  and  Mary  B.  Fox  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Winthrop  on  August  18,  1913.  During  and  after  World 
War  II.,  Mildred  was  employed  as  a  saleswoman  in  a  Boston 
department  store,  but  in  1954  became  a  matron  in  the  Suffolk  County 
Jail  in  Boston,  a  position  which  she  still  holds.  She  is  unmarried 
and  lives  with  her  parents  at  67  Curtis  Road,  Revere,  Massachusetts. 

1109.  MADELINE  ELIZABETH  ONTHANK,  third  child  and 
second  daughter  of  Frank  Joseph  (1017)  and  Mary  B.  Fox  Onthank, 
was  born  at  East  Boston  on  July  27,  1915.  On  October  12,  1951,  at 
Beachmont,  she  married  John  William  Elsden.  They  have  had 
one  child: 

1.  John  Francis,  b.  June  8,  1953. 

Present  address:  56  Curtis  Road,  Revere,  Massachusetts. 

1110.  GERALD  FRANCIS  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  second 
son  of  Frank  Joseph  (1017)  and  Mary  B.  Fox  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Revere,  Massachusetts,  on  March  24,  1918.  He  is  employed  in 
the  U.S.  Navy’s  ropewalk  at  the  Boston  Nayy  Yard. 

Gerald  had  a  most  distinguished  record  in  World  War  II.  He 
entered  on  active  service  with  the  U.S.  Army  on  December  11, 
1942,  was  trained  as  an  automatic  rifleman  in  which  he  reached 
“expert”  rating,  and  was  assigned  to  B.  Company,  27th  Armored 
Infantry  Battalion.  On  the  memorable  June  6,  1944,  the  day  of  the 
Normandy  invasion,  Gerald  was  in  the  first  wave  to  land  on  deadly 
Omaha  Beach,  carrying  a  flame  thrower.  His  military  record  in¬ 
cludes  all  the  major  campaigns  of  the  northern  European  Theater: 
Normandy,  Northern  France,  Rhineland,  Ardennes,  Central  Europe. 
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He  was  wounded  twice,  and  wears  the  Purple  Heart  with  oak 
leaf  cluster;  also,  the  Good  Conduct  Medal,  ETO  ribbon  with  arrow¬ 
head,  Distinguished  Unit  Badge,  Presidential  Citation  ribbon  with 
two  oak  leaf  clusters,  and  the  French  fourragiere.  He  was  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  with  rank  of  Staff  Sergeant  on  October  24,  1945. 

Gerald  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  67  Curtis  Road,  Revere, 
Massachusetts. 

1111.  NORMAN  JOSEPH  ONTHANK,  fifth  child  and  third 
son  of  Frank  Joseph  (1017)  and  Mary  B.  Fox  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Revere  on  February  17,  1922.  He  also  had  an  extensive  World 
War  II.  record,  enlisting  in  the  U.S.  Navy  on  August  14,  1942.  He 
served  at  the  Naval  Training  Station,  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  at 
the  Advanced  Naval  Training  School  (Diesel  engines)  at  Richmond, 
Virginia,  and  at  the  Motor  Torpedo  Boat  Center  at  Portsmouth, 
Rhode  Island;  and  was  honorably  discharged  with  rating  of  Fire-  - 
man,  First  Class. 

Norman  is  a  disabled  veteran,  is  unmarried,  and  lives  at  67 
Curtis  Road,  Revere,  Massachusetts. 

1112.  BEATRICE  JUNE  ONTHANK,  sixth  child  and  third  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Fank  Joseph  (1017)  and  Mary  Beatrice  Fox  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Revere  on  June  20,  1926.  During  World  War  II.  Beatrice 
was  employed  in  a  Boston  department  store. 

On  May  29,  1944,  at  Beachmont,  Beatrice  married  Clarence 
Arthur  Melanson,  who  wTas  born  at  Boston  in  1925,  son  of  Georgianna 
Melanson. 

Children: 

1.  Susan  Elaine,  b.  Dec.  25,  1946. 

2.  Eileen  Mary,  b.  Sept.  20,  1950. 

3.  Laurel  Ann,  b.  July  23,  1957. 

Present  address:  Tewksbury,  Massachusetts. 

1113.  MARY  ELIZABETH  ONTHANK,  first  daughter  of  Karl 
William  (1018)  and  Ruth  McLaren  Onthank,  was  born  at  Eugene, 
Oregon,  on  June  25,  1918.  She  became  a  Golden  Eagle  Scout, 
and  was  graduated  from  University  High  School  in  1935.  At  the 
University  of  Oregon,  “Betty”  took  a  broad  liberal  arts  course, 
majoring  in  sociology.  She  was  active  in  various  student  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  an  officer  in  several,  among  them  the  college  choir. 
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She  was  a  member  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa  and  Kappa  Alpha  Theta; 
was  graduated,  A.B.,  in  1939. 

On  January  6,  1940,  Betty  married  Mortimer  Allen  Heinrich, 
also  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Oregon,  1939,  and  son  of  the 
well-known  criminologist,  Edward  Oscar  Heinrich.  Mortimer  was 
in  the  Army  during  World  War  II.,  taking  part  in  campaigns  in  the 
Pacific  Area  from  Australia  to  Japan.  He  is  now  manager  of  the 
foreign  department  of  the  Bank  of  Hawaii,  Honolulu,  T.H.  Betty 
is  active  in  community  and  church  affairs. 

Children: 

1.  Mortimer  Allen,  Jr.,  b.  Oct.  15,  1942. 

2.  Elizabeth  Ann,  b.  Apr.  7,  1947. 

3.  William  Edward,  b.  Jan.  5,  1950. 

4.  John  Thomas,  b.  Apr.  8,  1955. 

Present  address:  as  above. 

1114.  LOIS  ONTHANK,  second  daughter  of  Karl  William  (1018) 
and  Ruth  McLaren  Onthank,  was  born  at  Eugene,  Oregon,  on  May 
12,  1920.  She  was  graduated  from  the  University  High  School  in 
1937,  and  from  the  University  of  Oregon,  A.B.,  in  1940,  where 
she  took  a  broad  liberal  arts  course,  majoring  in  psychology.  She 
had  special  interests  in  sculpture,  fencing  and  horses;  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa;  and  an  associate  member  of  Sigma  Chi. 
In  June,  1941,  she  received  a  degree  of  M.S.  in  psychology  from 
Northwestern  University,  Evanston,  Illinois. 

On  June  14,  1941,  at  Coulee  Dam,  Washington,  Lois  married 
John  Richard  Benson  Mates,  also  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Oregon,  in  1941.  Benson  was  born  on  May  19,  1919,  of  Irish-Swedish 
ancestry.  ■  After  attending  Cornell  University  in  1941-42,  Benson 
was  employed  during  World  War  II.  by  the  Iron  Fireman  Co., 
Portland,  Oregon,  on  war  contracts.  In  1948  he  was  awarded 
the  degree  of  Ph.D.  by  the  University  of  California,  Berkeley, 
California,  and  is  now  an  associate  professor  of  philosophy  there. 
Lois  is  active  in  P.T.A.  and  other  community  interests,  and  with 
University  extension  classes. 

Children: 

1.  John  William  Benson,  b.  Nov.  14,  1942. 

2.  Maureen  Ann,  b.  Apr.  29,  1944. 

3.  Margaret  Kathleen,  b.  Feb.  12,  1947. 

4.  Susan  Melissa,  b.  Aug.  8,  1950. 

Present  address:  2900  Garber  Street,  Berkeley  5,  California. 
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1115.  EDITH  ANN  ONTHANK,  third  daughter  of  Karl  William 
(1018)  and  Ruth  McLaren  Onthank,  was  born  at  Eugene,  Oregon, 
on  January  4,  1924.  She  was  graduated  in  1940  from  University 
High  School,  where  she  was  active  in  art  and  publications  and  won 
a  prize  in  a  national  essay  contest.  At  the  University  of  Oregon, 
Edith  took  part  in  student  affairs  and  in  art  activities,  received 
awards  in  sculpture  and  painting,  and  took  a  liberal  arts  course, 
majoring  in  art.  She  was  a  member  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa  and 
Kappa  Alpha  Theta;  was  also  talented  musically,  in  voice  and  in 
piano.  She  was  graduated  in  June  1944. 

Edith  entered  the  Army’s  physiotherapy  training  program  at 
the  University  of  Southern  California,  Los  Angeles,  and  served  in 
the  Army’s  De  Witt  General  Hospital  until  it  was  closed  after 
the  end  of  World  War  II.  She  then  headed  the  physiotherapy 
department  at  a  private  hospital  near  Washington,  D.C. 

On  April  16,  1949,  at  Washington,  D.C.,  Edith  married  Sylvain 
Louis  Tour,  who  was  formerly  of  Paris,  France.  In  1950  Edith 
was  taken  ill  and  returned  with  her  husband  to  Eugene,  where 
they  continued  their  painting,  with  exhibitions  in  Eugene  and  Port¬ 
land.  She  died  there  on  January  16,  1952.  They  had  no  children. 

1116.  DORIS  ELAINE  ONTHANK,  first  daughter  of  Donald 
George  (1019)  and  Vera  Taylor  Onthank,  was  born  at  Portland, 
Oregon,  on  March  26,  1919.  She  was  graduated  from  high  school 
at  Portland,  and  studied  piano,  which  she  now  teaches. 

In  1943,  Doris  married  William  J.  Van  Wyk,  a  civilian  employee 
of  the  U.S.  Corps  of  Engineers.  He  served  throughout  World  War 
II.  in  the  Pacific  Theater  with  the  Army  (Engineers),  and  returned 
to  their  civilian  employ  afterwards,  being  now  in  their  Walla  Walla 
office  as  an  expert  on  map  and  document  reproduction. 

Children: 

1.  John  Stephen,  b.  Aug.  1945. 

2.  Janice,  b.  Dec.  1949. 

Present  address:  116  North  Blue  Street,  Walla  Walla,  Washing¬ 
ton. 

1117.  JANET  IRENE  ONTHANK,  second  daughter  of  Donald 
George  (1019)  and  Vera  Taylor  Onthank,  was  born  at  Portland, 
Oregon,  on  September  1,  1923.  She  attended  high  school  in  Port¬ 
land.  In  World  War  II.  Janet  enlisted  in  the  WAVES,  and  served 
chiefly  at  Washington.  D.C.  She  was  given  a  medical  discharge 
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because  of  illness.  Janet  lives  at  home  with  her  parents  at  Port¬ 
land. 

1118.  DONALD  WILLIAM  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  only  son 
of  Donald  George  (1019)  and  Vera  Taylor  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Portland,  Oregon,  on  February  1,  1928.  After  service  in  the  Army 
from  October  1946  to  January  1948,  with  rank  of  Corporal,  he 
enrolled  in  the  University  of  Oregon,  and  was  graduated  in  March 
1952,  B.S.  in  Business  Administration. 

After  graduation,  Donald  was  employed  in  the  Department  of 
Defense,  Washington,  D.C.,  as  an  administrative  assistant  until 
March  1954,  when  he  went  to  Thailand  for  a  supply  company. 
Following  his  marriage,  in  1956,  he  returned  to  America  for  a 
confidential  position  in  the  Department  of  the  Army,  his  present 
occupation.  He  has  been  interested  in  his  family’s  avocation  of 
mountain  climbing,  and  also  in  skiing,  tennis,  swimming,  photog¬ 
raphy  and  classical  music. 

On  April  5,  1956,  at  Bangkok,  Thailand,  Donald  married  Joan 
Antonia  DeMino  (1118-A),  who  was  born  at  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
on  August  23,  1929.  Joan  was  graduated  from  Connecticut  College, 
B.A.  in  history,  in  1951,  and  was  later  employed  as  a  secretary 
in  the  State  Department,  Washington,  D.C.  They  have  one  child: 

1203.  Karen  Elizabeth,  b.  Feb.  17,  1958. 

Present  address:  P.O.  Box  1447,  Williamsburg,  Virginia. 

1119.  MARGARET  NELLIE  ONTHANK,  first  child  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  Elliot  (1023)  and  Nellie  Margaret  Gilmore  Onthank, 
was  born  at  Kamiah,  Idaho,  on  September  28,  1920.  On  August 
3,  1940,  at  Orafino,  Idaho,  she  married  Floyd  Norman  Hendren, 
who  was  born  on  October  23,  1921,  at  Kooskia,  Idaho. 

Children: 

1.  Diana  Jo,  b.  Dec.  8,  1941. 

2.  Nellie  May,  b.  Aug.  10,  1943;  d.  Sept.  22,  1943. 

3.  Linda  Margaret,  b.  Nov.  6,  1944. 

4.  Chad  Norman,  b.  Mar.  30,  1947. 

5.  William  Elbert,  b.  May  11,  1948. 

Present  address:  Box  381,  Kamiah,  Idaho. 

1120.  ALICE  ROSE  ONTHANK,  second  daughter  of  William 
Elliot  (1023)  and  Nellie  Margaret  Gilmore  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Kamiah,  Idaho,  on  January  9,  1924.  On  May  17,  1941,  at  Grangeville, 


.. 

-.>*  ^  -r*’?.  Ht*1 

ilbfljfi 


144 


THE  ONTHANK  FAMILY 


Idaho,  she  married  John  Maxwell  York,  who  was  born  on  October 
8,  1914.  They  live  at  Kooskia,  Idaho. 

Children: 

1.  David  Michael,  b.  Apr.  12,  1942. 

2.  Dennis  Maxwell,  b.  Mar.  1,  1945. 

3.  Sandra  Kathleen,  b.  Apr.  7,  1946. 

1121.  SAMUEL  WILLIAM  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  first  son 
of  William  Elliott  (1023)  and  Nellie  Margaret  Gilmore  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Kamiah,  Idaho,  on  August  23,  1929.  After  graduation  from 
Kamiah  High  School,  he  enlisted  in  the  Army  on  January  5,  1949. 
He  served  in  the  Korean  War  for  over  14  months,  as  evidenced  by 
his  Korean  service  ribbon  with  five  bronze  stars,  and  was  dis¬ 
charged  with  rank  of  Corporal,  radio  mechanic,  on  June  4,  1952. 
His  recent  occupation  is  not  known.  He  is  unmarried. 

Present  address:  Box  74,  Kamiah,  Idaho. 

1122.  FLOYD  CHARLES  ONTHANK,  fourth  child  and  second 
son  of  William  Elliot  (1023)  and  Nellie  M.  Gilmore  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Kamiah,  Idaho,  on  February  17,  1931.  He  served  in 
the  Korean  War,  and  at  last  report  had  been  discharged  from 
the  Army  and  was  living  in  Oregon;  occupation  not  known. 

In  1953,  at  Spokane,  Washington,  Floyd  married  Darlene 
Wahlsien  (1122-A),  who  was  born  in  1936.  Their  children: 

1203.  Darlene  Mae,  b.  Dec.  5,  1954. 

1204.  Rose  Marie,  b.  Feb.  28,  1956. 

1205.  Charles  William,  b.  Apr.  2,  1957. 

Present  address:  24  680  S.W.  Witchhazle  Road,  Hillsboro,  Ore¬ 
gon. 

1123.  CHARLES  ALTON  ONTHANK,  fifth  child  and  third  son 
of  William  Elliot  (1023)  and  Nellie  M.  Gilmore  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Kamiah,  Idaho,  on  March  12,  1936.  “Charlie”  attended  the 
Kamiah  schools  and  has  since  been  employed  in  the  logging  and 
mill  work  industry  near  Kamiah.  His  outside  interests  are  hunting 
and  fishing.  On  September  9,  1958,  he  was  drafted  by  the  U.S. 
Army. 

On  April  5,  1957,  at  Lewiston,  Idaho,  Charlie  married  Kollene 
Kay  Kearney  (1123-A),  who  was  born  at  Newman  Grove, 
Nebraska,  on  January  25,  1940,  daughter  of  Virgil  Victor  and  Leone 
E.  (Booth)  Kearney.  Kollene  attended  Kamiah  High  School.  They 
have  no  children.  Present  address:  Box  74,  Kamiah,  Idaho. 
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1124.  HATTIE  JUNE  ONTHANK,  sixth  child  and  third  daughter 
of  William  Elliot  (1023)  and  Nellie  M.  Gilmore  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Kamiah,  Idaho,  on  June  22,  1939.  She  attended  Kooskia  High 
School.  On  September  1,  1957,  June  was  married  to  Darrell  Gene 
Mattix  McKenzie,  who  was  born  on  February  6,  1940;  both  June 
and  Darrell  were  then  seniors  in  high  school.  They  have  had  one 
child: 

1.  Joseph  Eugene,  b.  Aug.  9,  1958. 

Present  address:  Kooskia,  Idaho. 

1125.  CHARLES  HENRY  HALSEY  ONTHANK,  first  son  of 
Charles  Henry  Robinson  (1026)  and  Maude  L.  Lyons  (1026-A) 
Onthank,  was  born  at  Burchinall,  Iowa,  on  May  26,  1915.  Charles 
followed  in  his  father’s  occupation  of  construction  worker,  operating 
trucks  and  tractors  at  first;  later,  while  working  in  many  of  the 
western  states,  he  became  a  heavy  equipment  operator  on  shovel, 
track-type  tractor,  power  grader,  and  such.  In  1943  he  worked  on 
the  Alcan  Highway  in  Alaska,  and  on  the  Canoi  pipe  line.  Since 
1953  he  has  been  employed  by  Mendocino  County,  California.  In 
a  different  field,  Charles  has  obtained  a  private  airplane  pilot’s 
license. 

On  December  18,  1946,  at  Oakland,  California,  Charles  married 
Mary  Darleen  Williams  (1125-A),  who  was  born  at  Pendleton, 
Oregon,  on  November  25,  1926.  She  had  worked  as  a  telephone 
operator  and  in  the  U.S.  Post  Office  at  Boonville,  California, 
where  they  now  live. 

Children: 

1206.  Charles  Henry  Bernard,  b.  June  17,  1955. 

1207.  Catherine  Lillian,  b.  Feb.  25,  1957. 

1207-1.  David  Edward,  b.  Oct.  21,  1958. 

Present  address:  Box  462,  Boonville,  California. 

1126.  DONALD  EDWARD  ONTHANK,  second  son  of  Charles 
Henry  Robinson  (1026)  and  Maude  L.  Lyons  (1026-A)  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on  August  26,  1918.  In  1937,  while  living 
with  his  grandmother  at  Mentone,  Indiana,  he  was  graduated  from 
the  Talma  High  School  there. 

In  1938,  Donald  also  followed  his  father’s  occupation  on  heavy 
construction,  chieflv  on  dams  in  California  and  Utah.  This  led 
him  directly  into  U.S.  civilian  service  in  World  War  II.,  initially  in 
Hawaii  as  a  power-shovel  operator,  w'here  he  underwent  the 
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Japanese  attack  at  Pearl  Harbor  on  December  7,  1941,  and 
subsequently  worked  367  consecutive  days  on  “clean  up”  there, 
and  on  other  work.  Later,  as  dredge-leverman  and  construction 
foreman  on  Canton  Island  in  the  South  Pacific,  his  dredge  suf¬ 
fered  a  direct  bomb  hit.  While  obtaining  a  new  dredge  in  California, 
in  March  1943,  Donald  joined  the  Army  Air  Corps  as  a  cadet,  and 
finished  his  basic  training.  In  November  1944,  he  was  honorably 
discharged. 

On  August  28,  1944,  at  Los  Angeles,  California,  Donald  married 
Evelyn  Louise  Swearengin  (1126-A),  who  was  born  at  Fresno, 
California,  on  January  4,  1926. 

After  the  war,  Donald  returned  to  Iowa  and  established  the 
Onthank  Construction  Company  at  Newton,  Iowa,  working  on  road 
construction  and  soil  conservation.  He  has  always  been  in¬ 
terested  in  the  Family  history,  is  active  in  hunting  and  fishing  in 
the  autumns. 

Children: 

1208.  Donald  Edward,  Jr.,  b.  Jan.  19,  1946. 

1209.  Suzan  Kay,  b.  Sept.  12,  1951. 

Present  address:  Route  4,  Newton,  Iowa. 

1127.  VIVIAN  FAYE  ONTHANK  (FAYE),  only  daughter  of 
Charles  Henry  Robinson  (1026)  and  Maude  L.  Lyons  (1026-A)  On¬ 
thank,  was  born  at  New  Sharon,  Iowa,  on  June  11,  1920. 

While  her  family  was  living  in  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  Faye 
married  Ray  Sund  there  on  May  18,  1935.  They  later  moved  to 
Los  Angeles,  where  Roy  had  a  florist  shop  in  Belvidere  Gardens. 
They  had  one  child: 

.  1.  Sidney  Morris,  b.  Feb.  15,  1936. 

They  were  divorced  at  Seattle,  Washington,  in  August  1939. 

In  World  War  II.  Faye  enlisted  in  the  Woman’s  Army  Corps 
(W.A.C.)  on  October  22,  1942,  at  Oklahoma  City.  She  had  basic 
training  at  Fort  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  from  December  2,  1942,  to 
April  1,  1943,  and  was  assigned  to  the  bakery  there.  She  received 
an  honorable  (medical)  discharge  in  August  1943. 

Later,  Faye  married  Roy  Eugene  Munyon,  who  was  born  at 
Tolstoi,  South  Dakota,  on  November  26,  1922,  son  of  Wilber  S.  and 
Myrtle  Crawford  Munyon.  Roy  served  in  the  U.S.  Navy  from 
November  3,  1945,  to  November  3,  1947,  and  took  part  in  the 
atom  bomb  tests  at  Bikini  Island.  He  was  recalled  to  duty  for  the 
Korean  War  on  October  24,  1950,  serving  on  the  “U.S.S.  Fort 
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Marion”;  was  discharged  on  October  30,  1952.  He  is  now  employed 
as  a  power-shovel  operator.  Faye  at  one  time  had  her  own  shop 
for  ceramics  in  South  Dakota,  and  has  recently  been  employed 
as  a  saleswoman.  They  have  no  children. 

Present  address:  8402  Blondo  Street,  Omaha  14,  Nebraska. 

1128.  MILDRED  ELIZABETH  ONTHANK,  only  daughter  of 
Edward  Wiley  (1029)  and  Edith  Spease  (1029-A)  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  on  May  27,  1919.  On  February  28,  1942, 
Mildred  married  Wendel  James  Claybrook,  who  was  born  at  Grin¬ 
nell  on  October  6,  1919.  They  now  operate  a  restaurant  near 
New  Sharon,  Iowa.  They  had  one  child: 

1.  Lonnie  Ralph,  b.  Nov.  7,  1943;  d.  Mar.  21,  1944. 

Present  address:  R.F.D.,  New  Sharon,  Iowa. 

1129.  ELSIE  MAE  ONTHANK,  first  daughter  of  Edward  Wiley 
(1029)  and  Olive  May  Phipps  (1029-B)  Onthank,  was  born  at  Grin¬ 
nell,  Iowa,  on  December  8,  1922.  Elsie  Mae  attended  Grinnell 
High  School  for  one  year,  but  remained  at  home  thereafter  to 
help  on  home  and  farm  duties  because  of  her  father’s  illness. 

On  March  25,  1944,  at  Grinnell,  she  married  Delmer  Van  Gorp, 
who  was  born  in  South  Dakota  on  November  16,  1924.  For  a 
number  of  years,  Delmer  worked  on  farms,  and  operated  his  own 
farm,  but  recently  gave  up  that  occupation  for  employment  as  a 
warehouseman  and  salesman  for  a  beverage  company. 

Elsie  Mae  is  active  in  the  Farm  Bureau  Club  in  Jasper  County, 
and  has  held  posts  as  secretary-treasurer  and  as  publicity  chair¬ 
man.  In  1957  she  was  appointed  for  a  year  as  vice-president  and 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  Onthank  Family  reunions  of  the  Iowa 
branch  of  the  Family,  has  kept  their  records,  and  has  been  of 
material  assistance  in  furnishing  Family  information  for  this  His¬ 
tory. 

Children: 

1.  Daniel  Wayne,  b.  Apr.  20,  1948. 

2.  Joyce  Irene,  b.  Feb.  24,  1952. 

3.  Dolores  Marie,  b.  July  20,  1953. 

Present  address:  Route  3,  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

1130.  EDITH  DARLINE  ONTHANK,  second  daughter  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Wiley  (1029)  and  Olive  May  Phipps  (1029-B)  Onthank,  was 
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born  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  on  January  31,  1924.  Her  first  marriage 
was  to  Edward  Keeran.  They  had  one  son: 

1.  Larry  Eugene,  b.  Nov.  12,  1944. 

On  June  25,  1949,  at  Grinnell,  Edith  married  Paul  Ambrose 
Hamor,  who  was  born  in  Poweshiek  County,  Iowa,  on  September 
25,  1921.  He  is  a  farmer  and  a  factory  worker. 

Children: 

1.  Robert  Paul,  b.  May  15,  1951. 

2.  Linda  Ann,  b.  July  1,  1953. 

Present  address:  Route  1,  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

1131.  GEORGIA  ROSE  ONTHANK  (ROSE),  third  daughter  of 
Edward  Wiley  (1029)  and  Olive  May  Phipps  (1029-B)  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  on  January  11,  1926. 

On  February  23,  1945,  at  Grinnell,  she  married  Lyle  Albert 
Johnson,  who  was  born  at  Seasboro,  Iowa,  on  November  26,  1922, 
and  was  graduated  from  high  school  there.  They  have  a  farm 
near  Malcom,  raising  livestock,  corn  and  soy  beans.  One  child: 

1.  Lynn  Albert,  b.  Apr.  10,  1946. 

Present  address:  Route  2,  Malcom,  Iowa. 

1132.  MOLLIE  LAVERNA  ONTHANK,  fourth  daughter  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Wiley  (1029)  and  Olive  May  Phipps  (1029-B)  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  on  September  20,  1928. 

On  October  3,  1946,  at  Grinnell,  she  married  Richard  Saunders, 
who  was  born  in  Poweshiek  County,  Iowa,  on  February  18,  1928. 
He  was  graduated  from  Grinnell  High  School  and  is  now  a  farmer 
there. 

Children: 

1.  James  Eugene,  b.  May  21,  1947. 

2.  Betty  Jo,  b.  June  13,  1950. 

Present  address:  Route  1,  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

1133.  MARY  DORIS  ONTHANK,  fifth  daughter  of  Edward  Wiley 
(1029)  and  Olive  May  Phipps  (1029-B)  Onthank,  was  born  on  March 
13,  1929,  and  died  there  in  infancy  on  March  17,  1929. 

1134.  VIOLA  GRACE  ONTHANK,  sixth  daughter  of  Edward 
Wiley  (1029)  and  Olive  May  Phipps  (1029-B)  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Grinnell,  Iowh,  on  May  17,  1938. 

On  July  21,  1956,  she  married  Donald  Marvin  Davis,  who  was 
born  on  June  19,  1931. 

Present  address:  1602  WTest  Church  Street,  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 


I9dnt9jq93  ao  ,swoI  ,viajj oD  rti  iriod  ssw  oriv/  ,torasH 


THE  ELEVENTH  GENERATION 


149 


1135.  FRANCIS  IRENE  ONTHANK,  seventh  daughter  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Wiley  (1029)  and  Olive  May  Phipps  (1029-B)  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  on  May  6,  1940. 

On  August  4,  1956,  at  Grinnell,  she  married  David  Eugene 
Kester,  who  was  born  at  Grinnell  on  June  18,  1932.  During  World 
War  II.  he  served  in  the  U.S.  Navy,  as  yeoman,  third  class.  They 
have  one  child: 

1.  Edward  Gaylord,  b.  Dec.  28,  1957. 

Present  address:  833  Prince  Street,  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

1136.  MARION  PAUL  ONTHANK,  son  of  Paul  Lovel  (1030) 
and  Dorothy  Jacobson  (1030-A)  Onthank,  was  born  at  New  Sharon, 
Iowa,  on  September  26,  1920.  He  was  graduated  from  Grinnell 
High  School,  and  was  then  employed  in  a  body  and  fender  shop 
there  until  November  1941.  At  that  time,  Marion  moved  to  Los 
Angeles,  California,  and  worked  as  a  welder  in  the  California  Ship 
Building  Corp.  On  February  28,  1942,  at  Santa  Monica,  California, 
Marion  was  married  to  Harriett  Louise  Eichhorn  (1136-A),  who 
was  born  at  Grinnell  on  February  23,  1922. 

Marion  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Navy  on  August  25,  1942,  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  boot  training  and  advanced  training  at  Norfolk,  Virginia. 
He  was  assigned  as  seaman,  2d  class,  to  the  38th  Naval  Construc¬ 
tion  Battalion  (“Sea-Bees”),  which  shipped  from  Seattle  to  Kodiak 
Island,  Alaska,  early  in  1943,  where  a  naval  base  was  constructed. 
Later,  that  battalion  constructed  a  seaplane  base  on  Kiska  Island, 
of  the  Aleutian  chain,  and  also  a  naval  base  at  Adak  Islnd. 

While  on  a  refitting  stay  in  Oakland,  California,  in  June, 
1944,  Marion  took  diving  instruction  and  qualified  as  a  diver,  2d 
class.  His  battalion  was  re-equipped  at  Pearl  Harbor,  Hawaii, 
and  sent  to  Tinian  Island  in  the  mid-Pacific,  which,  although 
“secured,”  still  had  over  six  thousand  Japanese  who  had  to  be 
captured  or  killed.  There  a  huge  airplane  and  naval  base  was 
constructed,  from  which  over  six  hundred  B-29  bombers  took  off 
in  one  raid.  Marion  saw  the  first  atom  bomb  before  it  was  loaded 
there  for  its  historic  flight.  He  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  Navy  on  December  9,  1945. 

After  a  short  time  in  Long  Beach,  California,  Marion  and 
his  family  returned  to  Grinnell,  where  he  bought  a  building  and 
welding  shop,  and  started  his  own  business,  “Onthank  Body  and 
Fender,”  which  he  still  operates.  Marion  is  an  ardent  hunter  and 
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fisherman,  and  follows  his  avocation  yearly  in  Canada  or  Min¬ 
nesota.  They  have  one  child: 

1210.  James  Richard,  b.  Feb.  9,  1948. 

Present  address:  1412  Tenth  Avenue,  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

1137.  MAXINE  ROSE  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  Paul  Lovel  (1030) 
and  Dorothy  Jacobson  (1030-A)  Onthank,  was  bom  at  Grinnell, 
Iowa,  on  November  13,  1922.  Maxine  attended  the  Grinnell  schools 
and  was  graduated  from  Grinnell  High  School,  where  she  was 
active  in  the  Girls  Athletic  Association  and  in  folk  dancing. 

On  April  4,  1946,  at  Grinnell,  Maxine  married  Albert  Eugene 
Martinson  (Gene),  who  was  born  in  that  city  on  September  25, 
1921,  son  of  Albert  and  Leatha  Martinson.  He  saw  service  in  World 
War  II.  from  January  1942  to  December  1945,  in  the  U.S.  Army, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  with  rank  of  Sergeant.  His  present 
occupation  is  in  the  mechanics  and  repair  of  commercial  refrigera¬ 
tion,  at  Grinnell. 

Children: 

1.  Michael  Eugene,  b.  Nov.  4,  1946. 

2.  Kathy  Leatha,  b.  June  12,  1951. 

Present  address:  404  High  Street,  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

1138.  PAUL  HALSEY  ONTHANK,  son  of  Paul  Lovel  (1030)  and 
Vivian  Mae  Poots  (1030-B)  Onthank,  was  born  at  Grinnell,  Iowa, 
in  1954. 

1139.  GEORGE  WOODS  ONTHANK,  JR.,  son  of  George  Woods 
(1031)  and  Dorothy  Faye  Smith  (1031-A)  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on  April  5,  1934,  and  died  there  in  infancy, 
in  June  1934. 

1140.  JANICE  MERRY  ONTHANK,  first  daughter  of  George 
Woods  (1031)  and  Dorothy  Faye  Smith  (1031-A)  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on  June  14,  1935.  She  was  graduated  from 
Roosevelt  High  School  in  that  city  in  1953,  where  she  took  part 
on  the  senior  play  and  in  golf.  She  then  attended  Drake  University 
in  Des  Moines,  was  a  member  of  Kappa  Alpha  Theta,  and  was 
graduated,  A.B.,  in  June  1957.  In  September  of  that  year  she 
started  teaching  in  the  Des  Moines  schools. 

1141.  DORIS  MARIE  ONTHANK,  second  daughter  of  George 
Woods  (1031)  and  Dorothy  Faye  Smith  (1031-A)  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on  August  23,  1938.  She  was  graduated  from 
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Roosevelt  High  School  in  that  city  in  1956,  having  been  on  the  stu¬ 
dent  council  and  a  member  of  the  concert  chorus.  Doris  attended 
Monticello  College,  Godfrey,  Illinois,  for  one  year  and  then  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Drake  University,  where  she  is  now  a  junior,  majoring 
in  education,  and  a  member  of  Kappa  Alpha  Theta. 

1142.  ROBERTA  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Elsie  Mahler 
Steinbeck,  was  born  on  December  30,  1937.  On  the  marriage  of 
her  mother  to  George  Woods  Onthank  (1031)  in  May  1958,  she  was 
legally  adopted  by  him  and  her  surname  changed  accordingly. 
She  is  presently  a  senior  in  Vassar  College,  New  York. 

1143.  ANNABEL  ONTHANK,  only  child  of  Arthur  Heath  (1033) 
and  Gloria  Viola  deLong  Onthank,  was  born  at  Washington,  D.C., 
on  November  2,  1924.  She  was  graduated  from  Western  High 
School,  Washington,  in  1942,  and  from  Wooster  College,  Wooster, 
Ohio,  in  June  1946,  A.B.,  having  majored  in  English  and  music. 
In  1947  she  took  a  postgraduate  course  in  physiotherapy  at  the 
University  of  Southern  California,  Los  Angeles. 

On  September  21,  1948,  Annabel  married  Jacob  Lamar  Oberlies, 
Jr.,  at  San  Gabriel,  California.  “Jake”  was  born  at  Los  Angeles 
on  December  13,  1923,  son  of  Jacob  Lamar  and  Martena 
Francisca  (Hides)  Oberlies.  Jacob,  Senior  is  a  graduate  of  Pur¬ 
due  University  and  has  been  a  senior  civil  engineer  with  the  City 
of  Los  Angeles. 

In  World  War  II.,  “Jake”  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps 
on  November  2,  1942,  and  was  called  to  active  duty  on  July  1,  1943; 
took  basic  training  at  Parris  Island,  South  Carolina,  and  advanced 
training  at  Camp  Lejeune,  North  Carolina.  He  was  commissioned 
2d  Lieutenant,  U.S.M.C.,  at  Quantico,  Virginia,  on  May  23,  1945, 
and  from  September  of  that  year  to  May  2,  1946,  served  in  the 
Pacific  Theater  at  Guam,  Okinawa,  and  Tientsin,  China.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  on  June  22,  1946.  In-  June  1948,  he  was 
graduated,  B.S.,  from  the  University  of  Southern  California,  Los 
Angeles,  and  has  since  been  employed  as  a  construction  and 
structural  engineer  there.  He  is  active  in  Boy  Scout  leadership. 
Annabel  is  interested  in  church  and  in  kindergarten  activities. 

Children: 

1.  Roger  Lee,  b.  Dec.  6,  1950. 

2.  Gloria  Susan,  b.  Feb.  12,  1952. 

3.  Robert  Scott,  b.  Nov.  25,  1953. 

Present  address:  940  Medford  Road,  Pasadena  8,  California. 
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1144.  JOHN  BONTIES  ONTHANK,  son  of  Pierce  (1035)  and 
Nancy  Bonties  Fuller,  was  born  at  Greenwich,  Connecticut,  on 
April  12,  1936.  He  was  graduated  from  St.  Paul’s  School,  Con¬ 
cord,  New  Hampshire,  in  1953,  and  from  Yale  College  in  June, 
1957.  He  then  attended  the  U.S.  Naval  Officer  Candidate  School 
at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  and  was  commissioned  Ensign,  U.S.N.R., 
in  October,  1957,  and  assigned  to  the  Naval  Supply  Corps  School, 
Athens,  Georgia,  his  present  address. 

On  November  2,  1957,  at  Greenwich,  Connecticut,  John  married 
Judith  Ann  Howse  (1144-A)  of  that  city,  daughter  of  Robert  Davis 
Howse. 

1145.  DOROTHY  ONTHANK,  twin  daughter  of  Pierce  (1035)  and 
Nancy  Bonties  Fuller  Onthank,  was  born  at  Boston  on  April 
13,  1939.  She  attended  the  Foxhollow  School  at  Lenox,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  was  graduated  in  1958  from  the  Low-Heywood  School. 
On  September  5,  1958,  at  Greenwich,  Connecticut,  Dorothy  married 
Bruce  Ordway  Hutchinson,  son  of  Donald  Hutchinson  and  Mrs. 
Louis  F.  Muccino,  who  is  presently  a  senior  at  Bucknell  University. 

1146.  KATHERINE  ONTHANK,  twin  daughter  of  Pierce  (1035) 
and  Nancy  Bonties  Fuller  Onthank,  was  born  at  Boston  on  April 
13,  1939.  She  attended  Rosemary  Hall,  and  is  this  year  a  sopho¬ 
more  at  Bennett  Junior  College,  Millbrook,  New  York. 

1147.  VIRGINIA  WELLS  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  Curtis  Heath 
(1036)  and  Camilla  Haight  Wells  Onthank,  was  born  at  Boston  on 
December  9,  1938.  She  attended  schools  in  Winnetka,  Illinois,  and 
is  this  year  a  junior  at  Smith  College,  Northampton,  Massachusetts. 

1148.  CURTIS  HEATH  ONTHANK,  JR.  (HEATH),  son  of  Curtis 
Heath  (1036)  and  Camilla  Haight  Wells  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Evanston,  Illinois,  on  July  2,  1941.  He  is  this  year  a  junior  at  Hav- 
erford  School,  Pennsylvania. 

1149.  ROBERT  FESSENDEN  ONTHANK,  first  son  of  Elmer 
Alonzo,  Jr.  (1037)  and  Ruth  Potter  Fessenden  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Townsend  on  May  28,  1938.  He  was  graduated  from  Brooks 
School,  North  Andover,  in  1956,  and  is  now  a  junior,  class  of  1960,  at 
the  School  of  Public  Relations  Communications  of  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity.  His  interests  are  skiing  and  swimming. 
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1150.  BARBARA  LEE  ONTHANK  (LEE),  first  daughter  of  El¬ 
mer  Alonzo,  Jr.  (1037)  and  Ruth  Potter  Fessenden  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Townsend  on  October  6,  1941.  She  is  now  attending  Beaver 
Country  Day  School,  Chestnut  Hills,  class  of  1960;  in  1953  she  was 
vice-president  of  her  class  and  was  active  in  varsity  basketball 
and  varsity  lacrosse;  she  is  also  interested  in  art,  skiing  and 
swimming. 

1151.  LYNDA  PIERCE  ONTHANK,  second  daughter  of  Elmer 
Alonzo,  Jr.  (1037)  and  Ruth  Potter  Fessenden  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Townsend  on  February  6,  1946.  She  is  attending  the  public 
schools  in  Andover,  as  student  in  junior  high  school  in  1958.  Art, 
skiing  and  swimming  are  her  main  interests. 

1152.  ELMER  ALONZO  ONTHANK,  III.,  second  son  of  Elmer 
Alonzo,  Jr.  (1037)  and  Ruth  Potter  Fessenden  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Townsend  on  November  20,  1947.  He  is  now  attending  the 
public  schools  in  Andover;  is  a  cub  scout  and  intends  to  go  on 
in  scouting.  He  is  also  an  excellent  skier,  a  craftsman,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sailing. 

•  1153.  CHARLES  FRANKLIN  ONTHANK,  JR.  (FRANKLIN), 
first  son  of  Charles  Franklin  (1040)  and  Emma  Adelaide  Sander¬ 
son  Onthank,  was  born  at  Boston  on  July  2,  1902.  He  attended 
Boston  University,  and  while  there  was  active  in  musical  interests 
and  led  his  own  orchestra.  Later  he  established  his  business  in 
Boston  as  a  distributor  for  outboard  motors.  About  1941,  Franklin 
became  the  owner  and  operator  of  the  “Dorothy  Dunbar  Res¬ 
taurant”  in  Quincy,  and  has  so  continued. 

On  June  8,  1925,  at  Chestnut  Hill,  Franklin  married  Beatrice 
Lillian  Collieson  (1153-A),  who  was  born  at  Boston  on  September 
2,  1902.  They  were  divorced  in  January  1953. 

Children: 

1211.  Marcia  Jane,  b.  Mar.  8,  1926. 

1212.  Charles  Franklin  III.,  b.  May  7,  1929. 

1213.  John  Collieson,  b.  Aug.  13,  1931. 

On  February  7,  1953,  at  Hampton,  New  Hampshire,  Franklin 
was  married  to  Sally  Mae  Bowyer  (1153-B),  who  was  born  at 
Carlinsville,  Indiana,  on  April  7,  1915. 

Present  address:  453  Furnace  Brook  Parkway,  Quincy,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts. 
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1154.  JAMES  FREDERICK  ONTHANK  (FREDERICK),  sec¬ 
ond  son  of  Charles  Franklin  (1040)  and  Emma  Adelaide  Sander¬ 
son  Onthank,  was  born  at  Boston  on  November  25,  1904.  He  was 
graduated  from  Newton  High  School  in  1921,  and  attended  Har¬ 
vard  College  for  one  year;  then  transferred  to  Boston  University 
where  he  was  a  well-known  athlete  in  track  and  other  sports.  He 
was  graduated,  A.B.,  in  1927,  and  obtained  an  A.M.  degree  at  Har¬ 
vard  University  in  1928.  Fred  gained  further  athletic  distinction 
that  year  by  winning  a  place  on  the  U.S.  Olympic  track  team,  to 
compete  at  Amsterdam,  running  the  quarter-mile.  An  unfortunate 
and  sudden  illness,  however,  kept  him  at  home. 

Fred  took  up  a  teaching  career,  with  athletic  coaching,  at  the 
Northwood  School  for  Boys  at  Lake  Placid,  New  York,  and  later 
became  assistant  principal  at  Sharon,  Connecticut,  High  School. 
In  1934  he  became  teacher  of  mathematics  and  guidance  counsellor 
at  Levi  Warren  Junior  High  School,  West  Newton,  where  he  has 
served  since  that  time. 

In  World  War  II.,  Fred  had  a  distinguished  record  in  the  U.S. 
Navy,  having  been  commissioned  Lieutenant  in  1942,  after  training 
at  naval  air  bases  at  Pensacola  and  Hollywood,  Florida.  In  1943 
and  1944,  he  was  assigned  to  the  Wildwood  Naval  Air  Station, 
Cape  May,  New  Jersey,  where  he  initiated  and  built  completely 
the  training  program  in  gunnery.  In  late  1944  he  was  transferred 
to  the  Naval  Air  Station,  Pasco,  Washington,  where  he  again  built 
up  a  complete  gunnery  training  program,  and  became  executive 
officer.  In  1945  Fred  was  honorably  transferred  to  the  U.S.  Naval 
Reserve  with  rank  of  Lieut.  Commander,  and  has  now  attained 
the  rank  of  Commander,  USNR. 

On  March  24,  1934,  at  West  Newton,  Fred  married  Bertha  Jean 
McGarey  (1154-A),  who  was  born  at  Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania, 
on  December  9,  1909,  the  daughter  of  Everett  Alonzo  and  Martha 
Beatrice  (Rayle)  McGarey.  That  family  had  a  Pennsylvania 
Revolutionary  War  background.  Jean’s  father  was  a  Presbyterian 
minister  for  many  years,  and  is  now  a  business  organizer.  Her 
mother  was  a  talented  artist.  Jean  was  graduated  from  the  Little¬ 
ton,  New  Hampshire,  High  School  in  1928,  and  from  the  Katherine 
Gibbs  School,  Boston,  in  1930.  She  has  followed  the  artistic  career 
of  her  mother,  and  has  had  one  exhibit  of  her  pencil  drawings. 
Jean  has  also  been  greatly  interested  in  the  development  of  an 
Onthank  History,  and  has  done  a  great  deal  of  research  work  on 
it  which  has  been  of  highest  value. 
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Children: 

1214.  James  Barrett,  b.  Sept.  29,  1936. 

1215.  Nancy  Spalding,  b.  Feb.  1,  1946. 

1216.  Judith  Jean,  b.  Feb.  13,  1948. 

Present  address:  14  Durant  Road,  Wellesley  81,  Massachusetts. 

1155.  BARBARA  ADELAIDE  ONTHANK,  first  daughter  of 
Charles  Franklin  (1040)  and  Emma  Adelaide  Sanderson  Onthank, 
was  born  at  East  Boston  on  March  23,  1911.  She  was  graduated, 
A.B.,  from  Boston  University,  College  of  Liberal  Arts,  and  between 
1938  and  1942  did  graudate  work  at  Harvard  University  and  at 
Boston  University  towards  the  degree  of  A.M. 

From  1936  to  1945,  Barbara  was  a  teacher  at  Belmont  High 
School,  during  which  time,  and  later,  she  has  been  interested  in 
a  wide  field  of  activities;  Delta  Delta  Delta  Fraternity,  Boston 
University  Women  Graduates  Club,  Massachusetts  Congress  of 
Parents  and  Teachers,  Class  Secretary  of  B.U.  Alumni,  1939-54, 

vice  president  of  B.U.  Alumni,  1954  - ,  president  of  local 

chapter  of  P.T.A.,  1954-55. 

On  July  3,  1942,  at  Brookline,  Barbara  married  Chester  Grosve- 
nor  Brown,  who  was  born  at  Cambridge  on  May  15,  1912,  son  of 
John  0.  and  Susan  (Butler)  Brown.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Lowell 
Textile  School,  and  attended  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
where  he  prepared  for  his  present  vocation  of  mechanical  engineer. 

Children : 

1.  Stephen  Butler,  b.  June  24,  1945. 

2.  Jeffrey  Charles,  b.  Aug.  2,  1949. 

Present  address:  78  Cutter  Hill  Road,  Arlington,  Massachusetts. 

1156.  DOROTHY  DUNBAR  ONTHANK,  second  daughter  of 
Charles  Franklin  (1040)  and  Emma  Adelaide  Sanderson  Onthank, 
was  born  at  East  Boston  on  July  4,  1916.  She  .was  graduated  from 
Newton  High  School  in  1935,  and  attended  Boston  University,  College 
of  Practical  Arts  and  Letters. 

On  June  17,  1938,  at  Brookline,  Dorothy  married  Wayne  Osgood 
Whiting,  who  was  born  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  on  August 
2,  1909.  He  was  graduated  from  Portsmouth  High  School,  and 
from  Boston  University  Business  School,  where  he  was  on  the 
football  and  wrestling  teams.  Following  graduation,  Wayne  was 
employed  with  the  R.  L.  Day  organization,  Boston,  as  a  junior 
trust  officer. 
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In  1942,  Wayne  was  commissioned  a  2d  Lieutenant  in  the  U.S. 
Army  Air  Corps  as  a  cryptographic  security  officer.  He  saw  serv¬ 
ice  with  the  Air  Corps  in  the  South  Pacific  Theater,  at  Amapama, 
Guam,  Saipan,  Kwajalein,  and  Hawaii,  and  presently  holds  the 
rank  of  Major,  USAF  Reserve. 

On  his  return  to  civilian  life,  Wayne  was  graduated  from  the 
Bentley  School  of  Accounting,  became  a  tax  counsultant,  and  in 
1953  was  appointed  treasurer,  Warren  Bros.  Roads  Co. 

Children: 

1.  Barbara  Adelaide,  b.  Apr.  24,  1939. 

2.  Richard  Dearborn,  b.  Jan.  21,  1943. 

Present  address:  12  Roosevelt  Road,  Newton  Centre,  Massachu¬ 
setts. 

1157.  PAUL  SANDERSON  ONTHANK,  third  son  of  Charles 
Franklin  (1040)  and  Emma  Adelaide  Sanderson  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Newton  on  March  20,  1921.  He  was  graduated  from  Newton 
High  School  in  1940,  and  became  a  salesman  for  a  dry-goods 
firm,  for  which  he  took  supplemental  courses  at  Boston  University 
and  Boston  Teachers  College. 

On  July  2,  1942,  Paul  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Army,  and  was  assigned 
to  the  Signal  Corps,  where  he  spent  almost  a  year  at  Fort  Mon¬ 
mouth,  New  Jersey,  in  a  cryptographic  school.  In  June  1943,  he 
was  shipped  to  Iceland,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  World 
War  II.  as  Staff  Sergeant  of  the  826th  Signal  Service.  He  arrived 
in  New  York,  via  England,  on  the  first  troop  ship  to  reach  that 
port  after  the  war,  and  was  discharged  on  December  16,  1945,  with 
rank  of  Master  Sergeant. 

Paul  was  then  employed  as  a  salesman  for  the  Monarch  Marking 
Co.,  and  in  1948  established  his  own  company  in  Boston  for  those 
products,  covering  the  New  England  district,  which  he  still  oper¬ 
ates. 

On  November  14,  1942,  at  Newton  Centre,  Paul  married  Lillian 
Elizabeth  Frazier  (1157-A),  who  was  born  at  Groton  on  September 
19,  1921,  daughter  of  Charles  M.  and  Rose  (Nutting)  Frazier.  She 
was  graduated  from  Woodbury  High  School,  Salem,  New  Hampshire, 
in  1939,  and  later  attended  Burdett  College  in  Boston.  For  some 
time  she  was  employed  by  the  City  of  Newton.  Both  Paul  and 
Lillian  are  devoted  to  work  at  their  church  and  Sunday  school. 
They  have  a  summer  home  at  Lake  Winnepesaukee,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  where  Paul  has  a  flotilla  of  power  boats. 
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Children: 

1217.  Janet  Frazier,  b.  Jan.  4,  1948. 

1218.  Paul  Sanderson,  Jr.,  b.  Dec.  27,  1951. 

Present  address:  918  Commonwealth  Avenue,  Newton  Centre, 
Massachusetts. 

1158.  MARIA  THERESA  ONTHANK,  first  daughter  of  John 
Joseph  Dalton  Onthank  (1053),  was  born  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  on 
March  20,  1926.  She  attended  Kelwyn  Park  High  School  in  that 
city.  She  is  unmarried. 

1159.  MARGARET  JUNE  ONTHANK,  second  daughter  of  John 
Joseph  Dalton  Onthank  (1053),  was  born  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  on 
June  14,  1931,  and  attended  Kelwyn  Park  High  School  in  that  city. 
In  1953,  Margaret  married  Edgar  P.  L.  Herault;  they  were  di¬ 
vorced  in  1955.  One  child: 

1.  John  Paul  L. 

in  1957,  Margaret  married  Harry  Gran  Francio. 

1160.  ROBERT  MILTON  ONTHANK,  son  of  Frederick  Robert 
(1058)  and  Grace  Emma  Holman  Onthank,  was  born  at  Chicago, 
Illinois,  on  October  29,  1915.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  California  at  Los  Angeles  in  1936,  where  he  majored  in 
English  and  the  dramatic  arts.  After  a  short  employment  in  radio, 
he  became  a  teacher  at  the  Pacific  Military  Academy,  where  he 
remained  until  June  1941. 

With  World  War  II.  impending,  “Bob”  joined  the  U.S.  Army  Air 
Corps  as  a  cadet,  and  w’as  commissioned  2d  Lieutenant,  as  a 
navigator.  When  the  war  started  he  was  assigned  to  a  transport 
squadron  in  the  South  Pacific  Theater,  and  continued  there  for 
two  years,  ranking  as  squadron  navigator  and  group  intelligence 
officer.  For  two  more  years  Bob  was  in  the  Air  Transport  Com¬ 
mand,  delivering  planes  from  California  to  bases  across  the  Pacific 
and  the  Atlantic  oceans.  He  was  honorably  discharged  as  Captain 
in  May,  1946;  decorations:  Air  Medal  with  3  bronze  stars;  Presi¬ 
dential  Citation  Ribbon. 

After  a  business  venture  and  some  teaching  in  Manilla,  P.I., 
Bob  returned  to  the  University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles  to 
complete  work  for  the  degree  of  M.A.  In  March  1949,  he  was 
again  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  for  a  year  to  teach  navigation,  resigning 
in  September  1950,  with  rank  of  Major.  He  was  then  employed  by 
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Pan-American  Airways  for  training  assignments  and  for  several 
years  was  based  on  Hawaii,  touring  the  entire  Pacific  area  to  con¬ 
duct  training  programs  in  sales  and  office  procedures. 

In  1927,  Bob  obtained  from  Mrs.  Charles  N.  Settele  (973),  a 
copy  of  the  compendium  on  the  Onthank  History  which  the  author 
had  developed  from  the  material  of  his  father  and  others,  and 
immediately  became  greatly  interested  in  that  subject.  He  cor¬ 
responded  with  many  members  of  the  Family,  and  did  a  great 
deal  of  library  research,  especially  in  the  Colonial  period,  for  about 
a  year;  all  his  information  has  been  available  and  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  in  this  work. 

Bob  died,  unmarried,  at  Glendale,  California,  on  August  31,  1957. 

1161.  WILNA  JANE  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  Frederick  Rob¬ 
ert  (1058)  and  Grace  Emma  Holman  Onthank,  was  born  at  Chicago, 
Illinois,  on  December  11,  1921.  “Willie,”  as  she  prefers  to  be 
called,  was  graduated  from  high  school  at  Los  Angeles  in  1940, 
and  followed  by  attending  art  school.  When  World  War  II.  came,  she 
gave  up  that  instruction  to  work  at  Douglas  Aircraft  Co.,  becoming 
their  first  woman  technical  illustrator,  translating  blueprints  into 
three-dimensional  drawings. 

After  two  years  of  that,  “Willie”  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Navy  as 
a  WAVE,  attended  boot  school  at  New  York  City,  and  was  privileged 
to  attend  the  Aircraft  Instument  School,  graduating  as  a  Machinist 
Petty  Officer,  3d  class.  She  was  sent  to  work  on  repair  and 
maintenance  of  aircraft  instruments  at  San  Diego  and  Hawaii; 
honorably  discharged  on  December  20,  1945. 

After  the  war,  “Willie”  attended  Immaculate  Heart  College, 
California,  and  was  graduated,  A.B.,  in  1948.  She  then  entered  that 
convent  as  a  novitiate,  but  did  not  complete  those  requirements. 
Since  then  she  has  taught  arts  and  crafts,  and  has  been  employed 
as  a  draftsman,  but  with  a  strong  talent  for  ceramics  and  hand¬ 
crafts  which  she  has  exhibited  widely  among  the  Pacific  Coast 
cities.  She  is  unmarried. 

Present  address:  4338  Briggs  Avenue,  Montrose,  California. 
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1200.  GAIL  ANN  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  Loren 
Elmer  (1105)  and  Martha  K.  Onthank,  was  born  at  Rochester,  New 
York,  on  February  24,  1940.  In  June,  1958,  Gail  was  graduated 
from  Campbell  High  School,  Campbell,  California,  and  is  now  with 
her  parents  in  Rochester. 

1201.  JAMES  FREDERICK  ONTHANK,  son  of  Loren  Elmer 
(1105)  and  Martha  K.  Onthank,  was  born  at  Rochester,  New  York, 
on  June  16,  1946.  He  is  presently  attending  Thomas  Edison  (gram¬ 
mar)  school  in  Gates,  New  York;  has  ambitions  to  become  a 
dentist. 

1202.  KAREN  ELIZABETH  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  Donald 
William  (1118)  and  Joan  Antonia  DeMino  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Williamsburg,  Virginia,  on  February  17,  1958. 

1203.  DARLENE  MAE  ONTHANK,  first  daughter  of  Floyd 
Charles  (1122)  and  Darlene  Wahlsien  Onthank,  was  born  at  Fort 
Hood,  Texas,  on  December  5,  1954. 

1204.  ROSE  MARIE  ONTHANK,  second  daughter  of  Floyd 
Charles  (1122)  and  Darlene  Wahlsien  Onthank,  was  born  at  Fort 
Hood,  Texas,  on  February  28,  1956. 

1205.  CHARLES  WILLIAM  ONTHANK,  son  of  Floyd  Charles 
(1122)  and  Darlene  Wahlsien  Onthank,  was  born  at  Fort  Hood, 
Texas,  on  April  12,  1957. 

1206.  CHARLES  HENRY  BERNARD  ONTHANK,  son  of  Charles 
Henry  Halsey  (1125)  and  Mary  Darleen  Williams  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Fort  Bragg,  California,  on  June  17,  1955. 

1207.  CATHERINE  LILLIAN  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  Charles 
Henry  Halsey  (1125)  and  Mary  Darleen  Williams  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Boonville,  California,  on  February  25,  1957. 
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1208.  DONALD  EDWARD  ONTHANK,  JR.,  son  of  Donald  Ed¬ 
ward  (1126)  and  Evelyn  Louise  Swearengin  Onthank,  was  born 
at  Bakersfield,  California,  on  January  19,  1946. 

1209.  SUZAN  KAY  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  Donald  Edward 
(1126)  and  Evelyn  Louise  Swearengin  Onthank,  was  born  at  Grin- 
nell,  Iowa,  on  September  12,  1951. 

1210.  JAMES  RICHARD  ONTHANK,  son  of  Marion  Paul 
(1136)  and  Harriett  Louise  Eichhorn  Onthank,  was  born  at  Grinnell, 
Iowa,  on  February  9,  1948. 

1211.  MARCIA  JANE  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  Charles  Franklin, 
Jr.  (1153)  and  Beatrice  Lillian  Collieson  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Newton  on  March  8,  1926.  On  June  7,  1948,  at  Weston,  she  married 
Richard  S.  Low,  who  was  born  at  Cambridge  on  March  28,  1923. 

In  World  War  II.,  Richard  Low  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Navy  Air 
Corps  in  the  fall  of  1942,  attended  pre-flight  training  and  pre-fdght 
school,  and  received  his  wings  and  commission  as  Ensign  at 
Pensacola,  Florida,  in  June  1944.  He  flew  as  pilot  of  a  torpedo- 
bomber  until  his  honorable  discharge  in  May  1945.  He  is  now  a  de¬ 
signer  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  at  Cambridge; 
is  an  assistant  scoutmaster  of  Boy  Scouts;  and  both  he  and  Marcia 
are  interested  and  active  in  church  and  civic  affairs.  They  have 
no  children. 

Present  address:  431  Davis  Road,  Bedford,  Massachusetts. 

1212.  CHARLES  FRANKLIN  ONTHANK,  III.,  first  son  of 
Charles  Franklin,  Jr.  (1153)  and  Beatrice  Lillian  Collieson  Onthank, 
was  born  at  Boston  on  May  7,  1929.  He  attended  Northeastern 
University,  Boston,  specializing  in  electrical  engineering. 

Charles  was  inducted  into  the  U.S.  Army  at  Fort  Devens,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  in  April  1951.  After  basic  training  he  was  given  ad¬ 
vanced  training  in  radar  and  automatic  firing  control  at  Fort  Mon¬ 
mouth,  New  Jersey,  and  Aberdeen  Proving  Grounds,  Maryland. 
In  July  1952,  he  was  shipped  to  Korea,  and  attached  there  to  the 
45th  Division,  with  which  he  served  in  some  of  the  hardest  fighting 
in  the  Korean  War,  at  Old  Baldy,  Heart  Break  Ridge,  and  at 
Anchor  Hill,  during  which  he  was  promoted  to  Corporal.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  in  April  1953. 

On  July  1,  1955,  at  Arlington,  Charles  married  Ann  Bucknam 
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Crosby  (1212-A),  who  was  born  there  on  March  3,  1934,  daughter 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  S.  Crosby.  Ann  is  a  graduate  of  Green  Moun¬ 
tain  Junior  College,  Poultney,  Vermont,  and  for  some  time  worked 
as  a  private  secretary  in  Boston.  Charles  is  presently  employed 
at  the  Sylvania  Research  Laboratories  as  an  electrical  engineer. 
They  have  one  child: 

1300.  Diane  Leslie,  b.  July  24,  1956. 

Present  address:  13  College  Road,  Burlington,  Massachusetts. 

1213.  JOHN  COLLIESON  ONTHANK,  second  son  of  Charles 
Franklin,  Jr.  (1153)  and  Beatrice  Lillian  Coliieson  Onthank,  was 
born  at  Boston  on  August  13,  1931. 

John  was  inducted  into  the  U.S.  Army  at  Fort  Devens,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  in  April,  1953,  and  received  his  basic  training  at  Camp 
Polk,  Louisiana,  where  he  was  promoted  to  Platoon  Sergeant  and 
instructor  in  field  artillery.  He  was  honorably  discharged  on  April 
1,  1955. 

On  April  17,  1953,  at  Arlington,  John  married  Margaret  Scott 
(1213-A),  who  was  born  at  Melrose  on  April  3,  1934.  John  is  now 
employed  in  the  laboratories  of  the  Hood  Rubber  Co.  They  are 
parents  of  the  first  child  born  of  the  13th  generation  of  the  Onthank 
Family: 

1301.  John  Scott,  b.  Nov.  17,  1953. 

Present  address:  10  Freemont  Court,  Arlington,  Massachusetts. 


1214.  JAMES  BARRETT  ONTHANK,  son  of  James  Frederick 
(1154)  and  Jean  McGarey  Onthank,  was  born  at  Boston  on 
September  29,  1936.  He  was  graduated  from  Wellesley  High  School 
in  1954,  and  has  attended  Boston  University  for  .three  years.  In 
the  summer  of  1957,  “Jimmie”  with  some  companions,  drove  to 
California  and  back,  and  at  Westfield,  New  York,  discovered  an 
“Onthank  Road.”  In  June  1958,  he  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Marine 
Corps,  with  a  view  towards  its  officers’  training  course. 

Present  address:  14  Durant  Road,  Wellesley  81,  Massachusetts. 

1215.  NANCY  SPALDING  ONTHANK,  first  daughter  of  James 
Frederick  (1154)  and  Jean  McGarey  Onthank,  was  born  at  Boston 
on  February  1,  1946.  She  is  presently  attending  the  Wellesley 
schools,  7th  grade,  and  is  proficient  in  art,  having  won  prizes 
and  had  an  exhibit  of  some  of  her  work. 
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1216.  JUDITH  JEAN  ONTHANK,  second  daughter  of  James 
Frederick  (1154)  and  Jean  McGarey  Onthank,  was  born  at  Boston 
on  February  13,  1948.  She  is  attending  Wellesley  schools,  5th 
grade,  and  has  also  inherited  her  family’s  proficiency  in  art,  as 
well  as  showing  tendencies  of  practicality  and  efficiency. 

1217.  JANET  FRAZIER  ONTHANK,  daughter  of  Paul  Sander¬ 
son  (1157)  and  Lillian  Elizabeth  Frazier  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Newton  on  January  4,  1948.  She  is  now  in  the  5th  grade,  plays 
piano  and  trumpet,  is  athletic,  an  expert  water-skier,  and  a  baseball 
enthusiast. 

1218.  PAUL  SANDERSON  ONTHANK,  JR.,  son  of  Paul  Sander¬ 
son  (1157)  and  Lillian  Elizabeth  Frazier  Onthank,  was  born  at 
Newton  on  December  27,  1951. 

LATE  ADDITION 

1207-1.  DAVID  EDWARD  ONTHANK,  third  child  and  second 
son  of  Charles  Henry  Halsey  (1125)  and  Mary  Darleen  Williams 
Onthank,  was  born  at  Boonville,  California,  on  October  21,  1958. 

THE  THIRTEENTH  GENERATION 

1300.  DIANE  LESLIE  ONTHANK,  daughter  of 
Charles  Franklin,  III.  (1212)  and  Ann  Bucknam  Crosby  Onthank, 
was  born  at  Arlington  on  July  24,  1956. 

1301.  JOHN  SCOTT  ONTHANK,  son  of  John  Collieson  (1213)  and 
Margaret  Scott  Onthank,  was  born  at  De  Ridder,  Louisiana,  on 
November  17,  1953. 


MAP  3 


NORTHERN  ENGLAND  AND  SOUTHERN  SCOTLAND 
164 


Appendix  A 

British  Background  of  the 
Onthank  Family 


I.  ALNHAM  AND  ITS  UNTHANK  FAMILY 

There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  township  of  Unthank  in 
the  village  of  Alnham,  in  Northumberland,  was  one  of  the  earliest, 
if  not  the  earliest,  home  of  the  Unthank  Family  of  England.  For 
that  reason,  the  place  and  its  history,  and  the  history  of  its 
Unthank  residents,  are  of  importance  to  all  the  descendants  of 
that  family. 

Alnham’s  position  at  the  south  end  of  the  “Salters  Road  Pass” 
over  the  Cheviot  Hills,  made  it  of  significance  even  in  prehistoric 
times,  when  the  fortified  enclosure  on  Alnham  Castle  Hill  was  oc¬ 
cupied.  It  has  been  suggested  by  scholars  that  the  site  of  Alnham 
Church  was  an  outlying  Roman  fort  or  customs  post,  but  the  oldest 
masonry  now  visible  in  the  Church  is  not  earlier  than  the  Anglian 
period,  11th  century  or  before. 

Alnham  is  first  mentioned  in  a  charter  of  William  de  Vesci  (Ve- 
sey),  dated  1184,  to  Alnwick  Abbey.  The  chaplain  of  Alnham,  Rob¬ 
ert,  was  recorded  in  1228.  The  village  appeared  again  in  1291  on 
a  taxation  list.  The  “town  of  Unthanc”  is  listed  in  an  Assize 
Roll  for  1207. 

The  Great  Pipe  Roll,  a  list  of  land  holders,  mentions  “Witts 
(William)  de  Unthanc”  of  Alnham  as  owing  half  a  mark  to  the 
exchequer  in  1231;  he  was  listed  again  in  1233  and  1234.  While 
the  area  was  still  a  part  of  the  barony  of  Alnwick,  owned  by  William 
de  Vesey,  in  1242,  John  of  Unthank  was  noted  as  a  tenant  in  *socage 
holding  30  acres  in  Prendwick  (a  township  adjoining  Unthank)  and 
one  and  one-half  *carucates  in  Unthank,  by  the  service  of  half  a 


*  NOTE  —  “Socage”  —  a  free  land  tenure  held  in  fee  simple  by  services  such 
payment  of  rent.  “Carucate”  —  as  much  land  as  could  be  tilled  with  one 
plough  and  eight  oxen  in  a  year,  about  120  acres. 
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mark.  This  was  the  same  amount  owed  by  William  de  Unthanc  in 
1231,  evidently  for  the  same  holdings. 

In  1279,  a  William  Unthank  is  recorded  at  Alnham.  Hugh  of 
Unthank  was  murdered  in  his  house  at  Alnham  by  unknown  persons 
in  1293.  One  of  the  jurors  in  the  inquiry  on  the  death  of  the  Earl 
of  Dunbar  in  1290  was  Roger  Unthank.  In  1296  this  same  Roger 
and  others  were  sued.  And  again  Roger  of  Unthank  was  sued,  for 
trespass,  together  with  his  sons,  John  and  Alan,  and  Gilbert  the  son 
of  Thomas  of  Unthank,  in  1300.  Life  around  Alnham  in  those 
days  was  not  unexciting! 

Records  of  the  Unthank  estate  are  sparse  in  the  14th  and  15th 
centuries,  chiefly  because  the  property  was  held  in  socage,  which 
was  of  a  more  independent  standing  than  many  other  feudal  hold¬ 
ings.  A  Robert,  of  Unthank  Manor,  is  mentioned  in  1427,  and 
Unthanke  Manor,  or  its  lands,  are  also  recorded  for  various  rea¬ 
sons  in  1435,  1456,  and  1460. 

From  the  early  16th  century  to  date,  the  record  of  the  Unthank 
Family  of  Alnham  and  elsewhere  is  complete,  and  although  much 
of  it,  after  1610,  is  not  directly  pertinent  ot  the  Onthank  Family  of 
America,  it  is  stated  for  historical  and  genealogical  reasons. 

In  1523,  John  Unthank,  of  Unthank,  with  others,  undertook  to 
maintain  a  garrison  there  for  defence  against  the  Scots.  Nine 
years  later,  the  Scots  burned  the  village  and  the  church. 

In  1586,  his  son,  Thomas  Unthank,  held  the  hamlet  of  Unthank 
from  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  by  homage,  fealty,  suit  of  Court 
at  Alnwick,  and  a  rent  of  6  shillings,  8  pence. 

In  1628  and  1638,  Thomas  Unthank,  son  of  the  above  Thomas, 
was  noted  as  a  freeholder.  In  his  will,  dated  April  4,  1659,  he 
desired  to  be  buried  in  the  choir  of  Alnham  Church,  beside  his 
predecessors,  and  named  his  wife,  Anne,  as  executrix. 

Robert  Unthank,  son  of  the  second  Thomas,  was  under  age 
at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and  came  under  the  guardianship 
of  his  mother,  as  did  also  his  brothers,  John  and  William.  Robert 
was  listed  as  a  rate  (tax)  payer  in  1663.  In  July  1671,  he  married 
Jane  Hall;  and  in  1679  he  mortgaged  the  Manor  of  Unthank;  a 
present  member  of  the  Family  is  quoted  as  saying  that  Robert 
'‘gambled  away  the  estate.” 

That  charge  is  comprehensible  in  view  of  the  later  prosecution 
of  “Robert  Unthank,  gentleman,”  for  a  drunken  brawl.  It  ap¬ 
pears  that  Robert  and  his  brother,  “William  Unthank,  gentle¬ 
man,”  with  Justice  Collingwood,  a  neighbor,  and  two  other 
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“gentlemen,”  visited  a  house  at  Acton,  in  February  1681,  partook 
of  ale,  and  became  unruly.  A  threat  was  made  to  the  householder 
to  “cleave  him  from  head  to  britches,”  and  of  Robert  Unthank 
it  was  charged  that  in  a  great  fury  he  rose  up  and  drew  his 
sword  and  swore  that  he  would  runn  her  (a  Mrs.  Ogle)  throu  and 
made  two  passes  att  her.”  Robert’s  will  is  dated  March  27,  1694, 
and  in  it  he  mentioned  his  house  at  Unthank,  and  that  he  also 
desired  to  be  buried  in  the  choir  of  Alnham  Church. 

This  Robert  had  five  children,  Edward,  Thomas,  Ann,  Elizabeth, 
and  Rebecca,  the  boys  being  under  age  at  their  father’s  death.’ 
Evidently,  Edward  found  it  impossible  to  meet  the  debts  of  Unthank 
Manor,  and  on  November  8,  1706,  sold  the  estate,  including  Un¬ 
thank  House  on  the  River  Ain,  to  Alexander  Collingwood,  who 
owned  a  neighboring  property,  for  £900.  Later,  in  1848,  Unthank 
Manor  was  sold  to  the  Liddell  family  of  nearby  Eslington,  who, 
having  their  own  manor  house  there,  razed  Unthank  House  and 
used  its  stones  for  their  own  construction  work.  Only  an  old  red¬ 
brick  wall  now  remains  to  mark  the  site  of  the  Unthank  manor 
house. 

It  is  not  clear  what  happened  to  Robert’s  five  children.  The 
present  Unthank  Family  of  Norfolk  stems  from  Robert’s  brother, 
John,  who,  living  then  in  London,  was  party  to  the  mortgage 
of  Unthank  Manor  in  1679.  According  to  his  father’s  will,  John 
was  to  be  bound  apprentice  to  some  trade,  as  was  also  his  brother, 
William.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  family  emigration  to  Norfolk 
was  led  by  this  John,  as  a  “John  Unthank,  weaver,”  was  admitted 
as  freeman  in  Norwich  in  1720,  and  a  John  Unthank,  gentleman, 
voted  in  St.  Julian's  Parish  there  in  1724.  This  same  John  Un¬ 
thank,  brother  of  Robert,  was  under  age  at  his  father’s  death  in 
1659,  and  he  therefore  could  have  been  in  his  sixties  when  ad¬ 
mitted  as  freeman  of  Norwich  in  1720. 

John’s  only  son,  Thomas  Unthank,  contested  the  sale  of  Unthank 
Manor  in  1706.  He  married  Jane  Forster,  of  St.  John’s  Parish,  at 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  on  October  6,  1712,  and  is  listed  as  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  Bigg  Market,  Newcastle.  He  died  in  1734. 

This  latest  Thomas  Unthank  had  three  sons,  Henry,  born  in 
1715,  Robert,  born  in  1718,  and  William,  born  in  1721.  All  three 
sons  later  moved  from  Newcastle  to  Norfolk  County,  Henry  and 
Robert  at  Ashwellthorpe,  and  William  at  Norwich.  There  were 
also  three  daughters,  Ann,  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  In  1758,  Elizabeth 
married  Benjamin  Wells,  waterman,  at  Norwich. 
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William  Unthank,  youngest  son  of  Thomas,  married  Amy  Dodd. 
With  occupation  as  a  barber,  he  was  admitted  freeman  - in  Nor¬ 
wich  in  1752.  In  1758  he  is  described  as  a  barber  and  peruke  maker. 
In  1761  and  1780,  William  Unthank,  of  St.  Stephen’s  Parish,  was 
listed  as  a  voter.  In  1780,  William  Unthank,  corn  merchant,  sales¬ 
man,  and  peruke  maker,  had  a  coach  on  hire,  at  “2  and  3.”  And 
finally,  in  1790,  William  Unthank  is  listed  as  a  corn  merchant  at 
St.  Stephen’s. 

His  son,  William  Unthank,  Junior,  was  born  in  1760,  in  Nor¬ 
wich,  and  died  there  in  1837.  He  was  educated  as  an  attorney-at- 
law,  and  married  Anne,  daughter  of  John  May,  of  Southwold, 
Suffolk,  on  December  11,  1783.  In  1780,  he  was  admitted  freeman 
“by  patrimony.”  In  1799,  “William  Unthank,  gentleman,”  voted. 
He  had  extensive  real  estate  operations  in  the  section  of  Norwich 
called  “Heigham,”  where  Unthank  Road  has  been  named  for 
him,  and  became  wealthy.  He  had  seven  children,  five  boys  and 
two  girls. 

His  youngest  son,  Clement  William  Unthank,  was  born  in  1804, 
and  died  in  1884.  He  married,  on  April  2,  1835,  Mary  Anne  Muskett, 
daughter  and  sole  heir  of  Joseph  Salusbury  Muskett,  of  Intwood 
Hall,  Norwich.  This  extensive  manor  and  beautiful  hall  is  of 
ancient  origin,  the  hall  having  been  largely  rebuilt  by  Sir  Thomas 
Gresham,  minister  of  finance  to  Queen  Elizabeth  I.  It  came  into 
the  Unthank  Family  at  this  time. 

The  elder  son  of  Clement  William,  named  Clement  William 
Joseph  Unthank,  was  born  on  August  18,  1847,  and  died  on  January 
11,  1936.  He  married,  on  May  20,  1873,  Judith  Sarah  Savill-Onley. 
He  had  a  distinguished  record  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  High  Sheriff, 
and  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  4th  Volunteer  Battalion,  Norfolk  Regi¬ 
ment.  He  had  a  family  of  three  sons  and  seven  daughters. 

Presently,  John  Salusbury  Unthank,  D.S.O.,  second  son  of  Cle¬ 
ment  William  Joseph,  is  the  resident  of  Intwood  Hall.  Born  on 
July  19,  1875,  he  has  followed  in  the  military  tradition  of  his  father, 
having  served  with  distinction  in  the  South  African  War,  1899- 
1902,  and  as  Lieutenant  Colonel,  commanding  the  4th  Battalion 
of  the  Seaforth  Highlanders  and  in  other  commands  in  World  War 
I.,  1914-1919.  Of  his  children,  Margaret  Beatrice  is  the  only  one 
surviving.  < 
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II.  OTHER  UNTHANK  PERSONS  AND  PLACES 
IN  BRITAIN 

It  is  interesting  to  speculate  on  what  happened  to  the  progeny  of 
the  early  Unthanks,  between  those  who  came  in  the  Anglian  in¬ 
vasions  of  around  A.D.  600  and  those  who  were  found  living  at 
Alnham  around  1200.  In  that  prehistoric  period  there  exist  no 
records  of  them,  and  the  parish  records  of  that  area,  which  give 
the  baptism-marriage-burial  statistics,  do  not  commence  in  any 
number  until  around  1500.  That  there  had  been  a  large  number 
of  Unthank  descendants,  in  spite  of  the  later  Danish  and  Norman 
invasions,  border  and  civil  wars,  pestilence,  and  high  death-rate- 
at-birth,  is  attested  by  the  state  of  the  family  in  the  16th  century. 

In  the  course  of  the  author’s  search  for  the  origin  of  Christopher 
Unthank/Onthank,  he  found  a  collection  of  transcripts  of  parish 
records  of  Durham  and  Northumberland  Counties  at  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne.  These  covered  over  175  parishes,  about  half  of  the 
number  of  parishes  in  that  area.  A  research  in  the  parish  records 
now  available  showed  that  in  the  period  1550  to  1770,  over  320 
Unthanks  had  lived  in  those  two  counties,  in  over  43  places.  It  is 
possible  that  the  missing  parish  registers  might  have  yielded 
another  large  group  of  names  and  some  additional  places.  A 
conservative  figure,  covering  both  known  and  unknown  facts, 
might  be  a  population  of  about  five  hundred  named  Unthanks  in 
about  fifty  places  during  that  200-year  period.  That  indicates  a 
prolific  family  with  very  numerous  ancestors. 

Another  research  in  the  marriage  records  of  several  of  the 
eastern  counties  of  England  discovered  small  family  groups  of  Un¬ 
thanks  in  Yorkshire,  Norfolk,  Cambridgeshire,  Middlesex,  and  Lon¬ 
don  in  the  same  period.  The  presence  of  a  number  of  Unthanks 
in  those  eastern  counties  may  be  significant  in  the  determination 
of  Christopher  Unthank’s  birthplace,  as  he  was. certainly  a  Puritan, 
and  that  eastern  area  was  the  stronghold  of  the  Puritan  movement 
at  that  time.  No  records  as  further  proof,  however,  have  been  dis¬ 
covered.  Cumberland  County  also  had  quite  a  number  of  Unthanks, 
as  did  four  of  the  southern  counties  of  Scotland. 

On  the  other  hand,  research  by  a  professional  in  the  wills  and 
other  legal  documents  of  several  courts  (one  record  going  back 
to  1492!),  as  well  as  in  other  records,  produced  no  mention  of  an 
Unthank  or  Onthank  in  the  following  counties:  Warwickshire, 
Worcestershire,  Staffordshire,  Derbyshire,  and  a  large  part  of 
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Shropshire.  So  it  seems  that  settlement  by  Unthanks  in  the  Mid¬ 
lands  counties  in  the  period  under  review  was  not  popular. 

One  branch  of  the  Family  settled  in  Kent,  probably  in  the  early 
18th  century;  it  is  likely  that  members  of  this  branch  had  pre¬ 
viously  lived  in  Durham  and  Yorkshire  Counties.  Another  branch 
of  the  Family  has  been  in  Hertfordshire,  near  London,  since  about 
1750. 

It  is  clear  that  in  the  prehistoric  years,  generally  before  A.D. 
1000,  and  in  the  later  years  of  recorded  history,  the  Unthank  Family 
had  grown  large  in  numbers,  and  had  gradually  migrated  to  many 
places  in  England  and  Scotland. 

Now  as  to  places  in  Britain  named  “Unthank.”  The  author’s 
first  knowledge  of  any  of  these  was  obtained  during  military  serv¬ 
ice  in  London  in  1944-45.  A  hint  that  there  were  several  villages 
and  hamlets  so  named  resulted  in  locating  five  such  points  on  the 
maps,  two  in  Northumberland,  two  in  Cumberland,  and  one  in 
Lanarkshire,  Scotland.  Letters  were  written  to  the  vicars  of  the 
churches  in  these  places,  asking  for  any  information  about  Unthank 
persons  there,  but  only  one  reply,  and  that  one  negative,  was 
received. 

During  1955  and  early  1956,  an  intensive  research  was  made 
in  the  Library  of  Congress,  Washington,  D.C.,  for  clues  to  the 
origin  of  Christopher  Unthank/Onthank  in  Britain,  which  resulted 
in  discovering  nine  more  places  named  “Unthank,”  totaling  four¬ 
teen;  four  in  Northumberland,  three  in  Cumberland,  two  in  Dur¬ 
ham,  one  in  Yorkshire,  one  in  Derbyshire,  and  three  in  southern 
Scotland.  (See  map  3.)  These  places  were,  it  appeared  from 
maps  and  documents,  small  villages,  hamlets,  manors,  farms,  or 
other  features.  In  April  and  May  of  1956,  a  personal  investigation 
was  made  of  those  places,  together  with  much  other  research 
already  noted,  under  a  project  entitled  “Operation  Chercher 
Christopher,”  for  that  obvious  purpose.  The. results  of  that  search 
are  given  below. 

1.  Unthank,  near  Holwick,  Yorkshire.  This  place  well  deserved 
the  use  of  the  word  as  meaning  “infertile  land.”  It  consisted  of  an 
Unthank  Bridge  over  the  River  Tees;  Unthank  Bank  (cliff);  Un¬ 
thank  Riggs  (ridge);  and  Unthank  Beck  (brook);  but  no  habita¬ 
tion.  The  vicar  of  the  church  at  Romaldkirk  made  available  the 
original  parish  registers  covering  this  area,  going  back  to  1550, 
which  had  no  record  of  any  Unthank  person. 
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2.  Unthank,  near  Stanhope,  Durham.  This  is  a  park  on  the 
south  side  of  the  River  Wear. 

3.  Unthank,  also  previously  spelled  “Hundthank,”  on  the  Der¬ 
went  River,  in  County  Durham,  three  miles  west  of  Durham  City. 
This  hamlet  is  mentioned  in  1315  among  several  grants  of  land 
“in  the  vill  and  territory  of  Unthanke,”  the  annual  rent  for  which 
was  “a  grain  of  pepper  at  Christmas,  if  demanded,  at  the  door  of 
St.  Cuthbert  in  Durham.”  One  of  the  witnesses  to  the  grant  was 
Simon  de  Unthanke.  Today  the  hamlet  consists  of  two  large 
farms,  one  called  “Unthank  Farm,”  and  a  row  of  one-story  houses, 
connected,  called  “Unthank  Cottages.”  The  oldest  inhabitant  could 
recall  no  Unthank  persons  (pronounced  “Oonthank”  here)  in  the 
area  as  far  back  as  1889. 

4.  Unthank  in  Northumberland,  three  miles  north  of  Shotley 
Bridge  (Durham  County).  This  property,  a  hamlet,  was  mentioned 
a  number  of  times  in  land  grants  of  the  period  1350  to  1400.  It 
is  now  a  farm.  The  vicar  of  Shotley  Parish  could  identify  no 
Unthank  persons  in  the  registers  as  far  back  as  1500. 

5.  Unthank,  a  manor  and  a  farm,  near  Alnham,  Northumber¬ 
land.  The  history  of  this  village  has  been  treated  in  Chapter  1, 
as  well  as  that  of  its  former  Unthank  residents.  The  present  Aln¬ 
ham  consists  of  a  settlement  of  a  dozen  or  so  homes,  strung  out 
along  a  narrow,  hedge-bordered  lane  for  over  two  miles,  on  high 
ground  rising  from  the  small  River  Ain.  There  is  an  ancient 
church,  now  without  vicar,  and  a  large  vicarage,  to  which  is 
attached  a  “pele  tower,”  a  fortified,  crenalated  tower  dating  from 
1100,  or  perhaps  earlier,  with  walls  of  stone  nine  feet  thick. 

The  site  of  former  Unthank  House  is  marked  by  a  magnificent 
grove  of  huge  beech  trees,  which  line  a  former  road  or  lane  to 
the  River  Ain;  one  of  them  bears  the  carved  date  “1745.”  Unthank 
Farm,  part  of  the  original  manor,  is  a  mile  away. 

6.  Unthank  Hall,  a  manor  and  manor-house  at  Plenmeller, 
near  Haltwhistle,  Northumberland.  This  estate  has  been  dated 
back  to  1191  and  ownership  by  the  King  of  Scotland,  and  to 
later  historical  interest  as  the  birthplace  of  Bishop  Ridley,  the 
martyr,  about  1500.  The  Hall  is  tall  and  extensive,  with  a  pele 
tower  comprising  one  corner  and  testifying  as  to  its  antiquity, 
and  overlooks  sloping  pastures  to  the  River  Tyne.  When  or  whether 
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the  manor  had  ever  been  owned  by  any  Unthank  person  could 
not  be  discovered. 

7.  Unthank,  a  hamlet  near  the  village  of  Orde,  Northumberland, 
about  three  miles  southwest  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  was  first 
mentioned  in  land  records  in  1433,  when  it  included  a  colliery. 
Presently,  it  is  a  well-equipped  and  modern  farm  of  over  three 
hundred  acres.  Both  parish  registers  and  present  occupants  yielded 
no  information  as  to  previous  Unthank  residents. 

8.  Unthank,  a  village  nine  miles  northeast  of  Penrith,  Cumber¬ 
land,  a  hamlet  in  the  manor  of  Gambelsby.  This  is  historic  ground, 
indeed.  “Gamelsby”  was  a  town  before  the  Celtic  invasion  several 
centuries  before  Christ,  and  the  later  Roman  influence  is  seen  in 
its  name  at  that  time,  “habitatio  Gamelli,”  named  for  Gamellus, 
the  first  founder  of  any  building  there.  The  manor,  “including 
Unthank,”  was  given  by  King  Henry  I.  (1100-1135)  to  one  Hildred, 
from  whom  it  passed  to  the  Seatons.  A  later  Sir  John  de  Seton 
“granted  the  towns  of  Gamalsby  and  Unthank  to  Robert  the  Bruce, 
the  elder”  before  1299;  and  Unthank  is  mentioned  in  other  land 
records  in  1306,  about  1370,  and  in  1389.  In  1732,  James  Unthank  is 
mentioned  in  a  neighboring  village  as  giving  £20  to  the  poor. 

According  to  its  present  inhabitants,  the  village  formerly  oc¬ 
cupied  a  site  about  a  mile  to  the  north,  on  a  hilltop  (the  better  to 
defend  against  the  Scots),  but  in  the  black  plague  of  about  1590 
all  of  its  inhabitants  died.  The  buildings  were  then  burned,  but 
with  typical  thriftiness,  the  relatives  and  others  removed  their 
stones  to  be  used  to  rebuild  the  village  in  its  present  location.  The 
vicar  of  Addingham  Parish  made  an  exhaustive  search  of  his 
registers  for  the  period  involved,  but  found  no  Unthank  person 
named  therein.  Nor  could  the  local  residents,  including  the  usual 
oldest  inhabitant,  age  87,  recall  any  person  of  that  name.  Most 
of  the  oldest  inhabitants  could  well  remember  the  conversations 
of  their  grandmothers,  so  that  their  recollections  would  cover  a 
span  of  about  150  years. 

9.  Unthank,  Unthank  End,  and  Unthank  House,  a  hamlet  five 
miles  northwest  of  Penrith,  Cumberland,  near  Hutton-in-the-Forest. 
“Unthanke”  was  a  part  of  the  Manor  of  Skelton,  which  was  men¬ 
tioned  in  land  records  of  about  1200  and  1304,  and  was  named 
specifically  in  1550.  In  1847,  John  Unthank,  yeoman,  and  George 
Unthank,  yeoman,  lived  there. 
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The  present  day  hamlet  consistes  of  about  ten  farms  deployed 
along  a  country  road  for  a  distance  of  well  over  a  mile.  The 
southernmost  of  these  is  called,  with  accuracy,  “Unthank  End.” 
Nearby  is  “Unthank  House,”  a  large  and  formal  residence,  which 
has  been  the  home  of  a  number  of  notables.  Since  the  whole 
area  is  part  of  the  manor  of  Hutton  Hall,  whose  present  owner  is 
Hon.  W.  M.  F.  Vane,  M.P.,  a  visit  was  made  there  for  information 
about  previous  Unthank  residents.  Mrs.  Vane  kindly  telephoned 
to  the  vicar  and  to  two  local  authorities  on  the  history  of  the 
manor,  but  produced  no  needed  data.  It  was  of  interest  that  Mr. 
Vane  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Sir  Henry  Vane,  first  governor 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  in  New  England,  where  Christopher 
Unthank/Onthank  settled. 

10.  Unthank,  near  Dalston,  Cumberland,  a  hamlet  of  six  farms, 
dates  to  before  1550.  Inquiries  of  local  officials  and  inhabitants 
produced  no  information  useful  in  this  search. 

11.  Unthank,  a  farm  in  Dumfriesshire,  Scotland,  about 
miles  north  of  Langholm,  on  the  Ewes  Water,  has  the  ruins  of 
a  very  ancient  chapel  with  some  reputed  supernatural  lighting 
effects,  as  well  as  the  bare  outlines  of  a  prehistoric  fortification 
atop  its  overlooking  hill.  It  was  part  of  the  lands  granted  by  King 
David  II.  of  Scotland  to  Sir  William  Douglas  in  1341.  No  trace 
of  any  Unthank  resident  was  discovered. 

12.  Unthank,  also  spelled  “Vnthank,”  a  small  hamlet  and  mill 
on  the  Rule  River,  four  miles  south  of  Spittell,  in  Roxburghshire, 
Scotland,  is  reputed  to  have  been  the  source  of  the  Unthank 
Family  in  Scotland  during  the  13th  and  14th  centuries,  but  there 
is  nothing  in  the  records  of  the  local  “kirk”  to  indicate  their 
residence. 

13.  Unthank,  also  called  “Onthank”  in  early  days,  an  estate 
about  one  mile  southwest  of  Culter  Hall,  Lanarkshire,  Scotland,  is 
mentioned  in  1338  as  belonging  to  Lord  Seton  and  later  to  Lord 
Douglas.  The  name  Unthank  W’as  not  uncommon  even  before 
that  date  in  Larnarkshire,  as  related  in  Chapter  1.  It  is  presently 
100%  uncommon  there,  from  numerous  inquiries  made. 

14.  Unthank,  rumored  to  have  been  a  residence  in  Derbyshire, 
could  not  be  found.  As  indicated  above,  court  records  for  the 
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County  and  period  give  no  indication  of  Unthank  residents  in  that 
County. 

There  have  been  unconfirmed  reports  of  an  Unthank  Farm  in 
Ayrshire  and  another  in  Perthshire,  in  Scotland,  and  still  another 
rumor  of  eight  Unthank  places  in  Aberdeenshire. 

Conclusions  as  to  “Operation  Chercher  Christopher”  were  that 
results  were  negative;  i.e.,  that  there  is  no  extant  or  known  record 
of  Christopher  or  of  his  family  in  any  of  the  places  named  Un¬ 
thank,  or  in  any  of  the  records  explored.  It  is  not  fair  to  conclude, 
however,  that  Christopher  Unthank/Onthank  did  not  live  in  or  near 
some  one  of  those  places;  the  records  of  that  period  are  too 
faulty  within  themselves  or  are  too  missing  to  make  such  a  positive 
judgment.  Because  of  the  prevalence  of  an  estimated  five 
hundred  Unthank  persons  in  about  fifty  places  in  Durham  and 
Northumberland  Counties  from  1550  to  1750  or  later,  and  because 
of  the  presence  there  of  three  namesake  “Christopher  Unthanks” 
in  that  period,  it  is  a  reasonable  assumption  that  Christopher 
Unthank,  first  of  the  Family’s  settlers  in  America,  did  originate 
in  that  northeast  area. 


III.  DERIVATION  OF  THE  NAME  “UNTHANK” 

The  word  “unthank”  has  derivations  in  many  lands,  as  indicated 
in  “A  New  English  Dictionary  on  Historical  Principles”;  Murray; 
1926.  For  example: 

I.  UNTHANK,  noun,  obsolete.  Old  English  (Anglo  Saxon)  un^anc, 
masc.  (The  Anglo  Saxon  letter  p  is  prohounced  “th” ) ;  Old 
Frisian,  unthank;  Mid.  Dutch,  ondanc;  Mid.  Low  German,  un- 
dank;  Old  High  German,  undanch,  unthank;  M.  Swedish,  othak; 
Danish,  utak;  etc. 

1.  Absence  of  gratitude  or  good-will;  unfavorable  thought  or 
feeling;  ill-will;  disfavor;  displeasure  expressed  in  action  or  words. 

Used  as  such  by  King  Alfred,  in  “Oros,”  c.  893;  Sal  &  Sat, 
c.  1000;  c.  1380,  Wycliff;  c.  1386,  Chaucer. 

2.  In  the  phrase,  to  have  unthank. 

Used,  c.  1325;  1380. 
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3.  An  act  or  circumstance  causing  displeasure  or  annoyance; 
an  offence  cr  injury. 

Used  c.  897,  King  Alfred,  “Gregory  Past”;  c.  1000;  c.  1205. 

4.  In  uses  denoting  disinclination,  reluctance,  or  involuntariness. 

5.  In  the  genitive,  used  adverbally  —  unwillingness,  without  one’s 
consent. 

Used,  c.  960,  Laws  Edgar;  1066,  O.  E.  Chronicle. 

6.  More  frequently,  with  possessive  adjective. 

Used,  King  Alfred  “Oros,”  c.  893;  1100,  O.  E.  Chronicle. 

II.  UNTHANK,  verb,  transitive.  To  unsay  or  recall  one’s  thanks  to. 

1.  Unthanked,  ppl,  adj. 

2.  Unthankful,  adj.  (Cf.  Old  English,  unjbancful.) 

a.  Not  earning  thanks  or  gratitude;  unacceptable;  thank¬ 
less.  Also,  inadequate,  insufficient. 

b.  Not  rendering  thanks;  not  feeling  or  exhibiting  gratitude. 

c.  Characterized  by  ingratitude. 

3.  Unthankfulness;  ingratitude. 

4.  Unthankfully,  adv.  Ungratefully. 

From  “A  Dictionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames”;  Bardsley, 

1901. 

UNTHANK,  ONTHANK. —  Local;  “of  Unthank.” 

ONTHANK.  —  Local,  see  Unthank. 

From  “British  Family  Names”;  Barber,  1903. 

UNTHANK.  A  local  name,  Cumberland  and  Northumberland. 

From  “Surnames”;  Weekley,  1937. 

“Many  names,  e.g.  Unthank,  are  genuine  place  names.” 

From  “History  and  Antiquities  of  North  Durham”;  Raine,  1852. 

“Unthank  is  a  genuine  Saxon  word,  terra  ingrata,  barren,  mak¬ 
ing  no  return.  The  name,  which  is  common  in  the  North,  is 
always  found  in  connection  with  such  unproductive  situations.” 
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Appendix  B 

Records  of  Christopher,  Susanna  and 
Mary  Unthank/Onthank 


I.  CHRISTOPHER  UNTHANK/ONTHANK 

1.  1638.  In  his  list  of  associates  to  whom  Roger  Williams  trans¬ 
ferred  the  land  at  Providence  which  he  had  bought  from  the  In¬ 
dians,  in  1638,  beginning  at  the  home  lots  starting  at  “Mile  End 
Cove”  (the  southern  end),  are: 

“1.  Robert  Williams.  (Lot  #52.) 

2.  Christopher  Unthanks”  (Lot  #51.)  (Ref.  1.) 

2.  1640,  May  27.  List  of  signers  of  “Proposals  for  a  Form  of 
Government”;  included,  “Christophar  —  and  38  others.  (Ref.  1.) 

Thanke” 

3.  1640-1646  (exact  date  unrecorded).  Christopher  Unthank  bought 
“a  Percell  of  land  being  beyond  the  Runnett  .  .  .  which  belongeth 
to  Robert  Williams  (i.e.  the  east  half  of  lot  #52).  (Ref.  2.) 

4.  1646,  Sept.  21.  “William  Wickenden  sold  unto  Christopher 

Unthank  his  house  and  home  lot,  excepting  two-pole  square  of 
ground.”  (Lot  #40.)  (2) 

5.  1640-1646.  “A  revised  List  ...  of  Lands  and  Meddows,  As  they 
were  originally  Lotted.  ...”  at  Providence:  . 

a.  Lands  and  Meddowes  Lotted  on  Waubosset  Side. 

05:  acres  to  Christopher  Unthankes. 

b.  Meddowes,  Beginning  by  the  River-side,  on  this  side  Pau- 
tuxette-f  falls. 

Christopher  Unthanks,  first  Shaire. 

c.  Meddowes  on  the  Townes  Side;  at  the  Greate  Meddowe. 

Christopher  Unthanks,  first  Shaire. 

d.  On  the  West  River. 

Christopher  Unthanks,  second  Shaire.  (3) 
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6.  1647,  prior  to  August  8.  “List  of  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 

(Warwick,  R.I.)  as  they  came  first”,  after  the  first  twelve  pur¬ 
chasers:  “Rufus  Barton,  Hend.  Townsend,  Chri:  Unthanke,  Ezek. 
Holliman.  .  (4) 

7.  1647,  August  8.  The  first  Town  Council  of  Warwick,  by 
order  of  August  8,  1647,  included  John  Greene,  Ezekiel  Holliman, 
and  others.  (4) 

8.  1648,  Jan.  23.  Signatures  to  a  partially  destroyed  document 
of  Warwick  of  that  date,  “Confirmed  this  23d  of  Jan.  1648: 
Christopher  Onthankt”,  and  26  others.  (5) 

9.  1648-49  (?).  Warwick  Town  Order  No.  10:  “That  Christopher 
Unthank  to  have  one  aker  in  lik  manner  against  his  lot  one  the 
othersid  the  street.”  (5) 

10.  1649,  April  2.  Town  Order  #?,  granted  Christopher  Unthank 
all  that  meadow  that  may  be  mowed  upon  Conimecot  point  beyond 
the  Creek  to  Mr.  Gorton’s.  (5) 

11.  1652,  April  10.  Bill  of  sale  from  George  Baldwin  to  Chris¬ 
topher  Unthanke  “for  his  dwelling  house  with  all  manner  of  out- 
housinge  joyned  to  it,  and  also  the  house  lott  and  also  a  six  aker 
lott  joininge  to  it  to  the  northwest.  Witness,  John  Greene,  Jr.”  (5) 

12.  1652,  June  7.  Town  Order  recites  that  Thomas  Stafford 
had  bought  a  house  of  Christopher  Unthanke,  which  was  formerly 
given  to  Mr.  Walter  Todd  by  the  Town.  (Note:  And  was  probably 
bought  from  Todd  by  Christopher.  —  Ed.)  (5) 

13.  1653,  March  1.  Christopher  Unthanke  sold  to  Thomas  Staf¬ 
ford,  “my  dwellinge  house  which  I  bought  of  George  Baldwin 
together  with  house  lott.  .  .as  also  a  six  aker  lott  adionyninge.” 
Witnesses,  “John  and  Ane  Greene.”  (5)  .(It  appears  that  Thomas 
Stafford  might  have  been  one  of  America’s  first  realtors.  —  Ed.) 

14.  1653,  May  28.  Town  Order  granted  Christopher  Unthank  “a 
small  peece  of  ground  upon  his  front  of  his  house  lott,  at  the 
discression  of  the  layers  out  so  as  the  highway  bee  not  damnified.” 
(5) 

15.  1655,  Jan.  8.  Christopher  Unthank,  John  Greene,  Jr.,  and  . 
Ezekiel  Holliman  were  witnesses  to  a  bill  of  sale  of  a  house  and 
land  by  Edward  Andrews.  (5) 
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16.  1655,  Oct.  “Christopher  Unthanke  being  receaved  an  In¬ 
habitant  in  this  towne  of  Warwicke  and  havinge  a  house  lott 
granted  him  ...  as  also  a  share  of  meddowe  —  all  the  meddow 
that  is  mowable  —  as  also  a  six  aker  lott .  .  .  these  sayd  parcells 
of  land  are  by  these  presents  confirmed  unto  him.”  (5) 

17.  1655.  The  Roule  of  ye  Freemen  of  ye  Colonie  of  everie 
Towne:  Warwicke  —  Chris  Uthanke.”  (Among  a  total  of  38.  —  Ed.) 

18.  1657,  March  1.  Christopher  Unthank  bought  the  adjoining 
property  to  his  own  house  lot  from  “widdowe  Elizabeth  More, 
dwelling e  house  and  house  lott  together  with  outhousinge,  fencinge, 
the  priviledges  of  trees,  grasses,  and  water  therein,  as  also  the 
right  of  Comonidge  together  with  six  aker  lott ...  for  ten  pounds 
in  hand  receaved.”  (5) 

19.  1658,  May  2.  Christopher  Unthanke  sold  to  Henry  Knoles 
his  share  of  the  “meddowes  at  Toskeunke.”  (5) 

20.  1658,  November  20.  Christopher  Unthanke  sold  to  Ezekiel 
Holliman  all  of  his  six  acre  lot  of  the  last  grant,  with  one  acre 
more,  “layinge  over  against  my  house  now  situate  in  Warwicke.  .  . 
as  also  a  litle  slipe  of  my  home  lott,  next  adioyninge  unto  the  home 
lott  and  house  of  the  sayd  Ezekiell.  .  .”  Witness:  John  Greene, 
Jr.  Signed  by  Christopher  Unthank,  “his  earmark.”  (5) 

21.  1658,  November  20;  at  Providence.  “Christophar  Vnthanke 
(his  marke)  and  Ezekiell  Holliman”  were  witnesses  to  a  deed  by 
John  Greene,  Jr.,  “inhabetant  of  the  Towne  of  Warwicke.”  (2) 

22.  1658,  November  20;  at  Providence.  “Christopher  Unthank 
(his  mark)  and  John  Greene,  Jr.,  were  witnesses  to  a  deed  signed 
“Ezekiell  Hollymas,”  conveying  land  from  “Ezekiell  Hollyman  of 
the  Towne  of  Warwicke.”  (2) 

23.  1658,  November  20;  at  Providence.  “I  ChriStophar  Unthanke 
NOW  of  WarWick,  Weaver,  have  sold  unto  Thomas  Roberts  of 
Providence  .  .  .  my  house  and  houselot,  which  did  belong  to  me  in 
Providence,  together  with  a  Percell  of  land  lieing  beyond  the 
Runnett  in  the  Sc},  lott  which  belongeth  to  Robert  Williams,  with 
all  appurtenances  belonging  to  either.  .  .”  (2) 

(NOTE:  So  it  appears  from  the  last  three  items  that 
Christopher  Unthank,  John  Greene,  Jr.,  and  Ezekiel  Holli- 
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man  were  in  Providence  together,  selling  most,  if  not 
all,  of  their  properties  there. —Ed.) 

24.  1665,  February  19;  at  Providence.  “Names  and  their 
places  in  order  as  it  fell  unto  them  at  a  Towne  meetting  ffebruarey 
the  19th  1665:  it  being  for  the  division  of  land  on  the  East  side 
of  the  Seven  mile  line:  Christopher  Vnthank —  #29.”  (2) 

25.  1667,  May  11;  at  Providence.  Thomas  Harris,  Sr.  layed 

out  “unto  Thomas  Robarts  in  his  owne  Right,  And  in  the  Right 
of  Chrisstopher  Unthanke,  one  hundred  Acres  of  Land  (more  or 
less)  .  .  .  Jt  being  for  his  Right  of  Upland  in  the  Second  devision, 
or  ffifty  acer  Devision.  .  (2) 

26.  1671,  July  13.  Christopher  Unthank  sold  to  Joshua  Winsor, 
of  Providence,  certain  lands  there  for  a  valuable  sum.  (6) 

27.  1675,  April  12.  A  Providence  town  meeting  on  this  date 
allotted  “Land  beyeand  or  on  the  west  side  of  the  seven  mile 
Line:  Christopher  Vnth/k/.  .  .#40.”  (2) 

28.  1675,  May  24.  A  Providence  town  meeting  on  this  date 
made  further  allotments  to  the  land  in  the  same  area,  including 
to:  “Christopher  Vnthnk.  .  .#62.”  (2) 

29.  1677,  Sept.  1;  at  Portsmouth.  “Christopher  Unthank  and 
wife  Susanna,  of  Portsmouth,  for  love,  etc.,  sold  son-in-law  Job 
Almy,  certain  land.”  (6) 

30.  1680,  Feb.  8;  at  Providence.  “Christopher  Unthank  and 
wife  Susanna,  sold  to  Joseph  Carder,  two  6-acre  lots  for  £29,  with 
improvements,  only  reserving  land  where  some  relatives  are  buried 
with  liberty  to  entomb  therein.”  (6) 

31.  1682,  July  31;  at  Providence.  “Ezekiell  holliman,  John 
Greene,  junior,  and  Christopher  Unthank  (his  mark)”  were  wit¬ 
nesses  to  a  deed.  (2) 

32.  1684,  March  17;  at  Providence.  “List  of  ye  Draught  made 
for  ye  devision  of  ye  lands  on  ye  west  side  of  ye  seven  mile 
line:  Christiphor  Unthankes  .  .  .  82.”  (2) 

33.  1686-1689.  “Tax  Lists  of  the  Town  of  Providence,  1686-1689, 
with  a  List  of  Names  of  all  Males  16  Years  of  Age  and  Upwards 
Residing  in  Providence”;  compiled  by  Edw.  Field,  1895;  has  no 
mention  of  Christopher  Unthank  or  of  any  variant  of  that  name. 
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II.  SUSANNA  HOLLIMAN  (?)  UNTIIANK 

No  identification  exists  in  the  consulted  records  of  Rhode  Island 
of  the  family  surname  of  Susanna,  Christopher  Unthank’s  wife, 
nor  of  the  date  or  place  of  her  birth,  marriage,  or  death.  Certain 
assumptions  about  these  matters,  reflected  in  Chapter  2  of  the 
text,  are  explained  here. 

The  idea  that  Susanna  was  the  daughter  of  Ezekiel  Holliman 
comes  from  the  following  sources:  Ezekiel  Holliman,  or  Hollyman, 
was  born  at  Tring,  Hertfordshire  County,  England,  about  thirty 
miles  from  London,  and  married  Susanna  Oxton,  alias  Fox,  of 
Stanmore  in  nearby  Middlesex  County.  It  does  not  appear  that 
Susanna  Holliman  accompanied  her  husband,  Ezekiel,  to  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Bay  Colony;  and  it  does  appear  that  some  of  their 
children  remained  with  her  in  England. 

Ezekiel  arrived  in  Boston,  probably  in  1635,  bringing  one  or 
more  daughters  with  him,  whose  names  were  never  listed.  (One 
record  states  that  he  was  accompanied  by  one  daughter;  another 
record  says  that  he  arrived  “with  daughters.”)  However,  a 
Priscilla  Holliman  married  John  Warner,  one  of  the  Providence 
signers  of  the  Agreement  for  Government  in  1640,  and  they  had 
a  daughter,  Susanna,  born  after  1645,  named  after  her  maternal 
grandmother,  and  perhaps  also  named  after  an  aunt.  After  the 
death  of  Ezekiel  Holliman,  in  Warwick,  on  September  17,  1659,  the 
Town  Council  directed  settlement  of  his  estate,  “reserving  liberty 
to  Council  to  dispose  of  said  stock  (cattle)  for  Susan  Warner,  or 
other  of  the  children  in  England,  if  need  require.”  If,  as  one 
source  indicated,  more  than  one  daughter  of  Ezekiel  came  to 
Providence  with  him,  another  daughter’s  name  might  have  been 
Susanna,  named  for  her  mother,  who  became  the  bride  of  Christo¬ 
pher  Unthank. 

A  further  reason  for  closeness  of  ties  between  Ezekiel  Holliman 
and  his  daughters  with  Christopher  Unthank  may  lie  in  the  pos¬ 
sibility  that  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  on  the  same  ship;  neither 
Ezekiel  nor  Christopher  is  on  any  shipping  list,  and  both  arrived 
in  America  about  the  same  time.  It  is  not  an  unreasonable  con¬ 
jecture. 

The  Hollimans  and  Christopher  were  together  in  Salem  in  1637. 
They  were  both  among  the  first  fifty-two  proprietors  of  Providence; 
could  they  have  journeyed  together  from  Salem?  Later,  Ezekiel', 
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Christopher  and  Susanna  arrived  in  Warwick  at  the  same  time. 
There,  Christopher  and  his  wife,  Susanna,  finally  obtained  a  home 
and  house  lot  beside  Ezekiel’s  house;  Christopher  even  sold  him 
“a  title  slipe”  of  his  ov/n  adjoining  lot  and  a  six-acre  tract. 
Christopher  and  Ezekiel,  and  later  Ezekiel,  Jr.,  were  constant 
companions  in  all  kinds  of  land  ventures. 

A  thorough  analysis  by  the  author  of  the  names  of  the  children 
of  the  thirty-nine  signers  of  the  Providence  Agreement,  in  1640, 
shows  none  named  Susanna  or  Susan.  However,  some  Providence 
proprietors  were  not  signers,  including  Ezekiel  Holliman. 

From  the  many  indications  of  continued  very  close  relationships 
between  Christopher  Unthank  and  the  Holliman  family,  which  might 
well  have  included  a  daughter  named  Susanna,  it  is  a  reasonable 
assumption  that  Susanna  Unthank  was  the  unlisted  daughter  of 
Ezekiel  Holliman.  There  will  later  be  one  other  strong  evidence 
of  the  correctness  of  that  probability. 

The  date  of  Susanna’s  birth  and  marriage  can  be  roughly 
estimated  from  the  first  solid  fact  about  her  daughter;  viz.  Mary 
Unthank  Almy’s  first  children,  the  twins  William  and  Christopher, 
were  born  on  January  20,  1664.  Working  backwards,  and  allowing 
an  average  time  of  that  period  of  about  twenty  years  between 
Mary  Unthank’s  birth  and  that  of  her  first  children  (with  her 
marriage  at  eighteen  years),  that  would  have  brought  Mary 
Unthank’s  birth  to  1644  or  1645,  and  thus,  Susanna’s  marriage  to 
Christopher  in  1642  or  1643,  when  they  both  lived  in  Providence; 
with  more  probability  of  the  latter  date  in  each  case. 

It  does  not  seem  that  Susanna’s  birth  date  can  be  figured  on  the 
same  basis,  however,  for  in  that  instance,  Susanna  would  have 
been  born  about  1624  or  1625,  with  her  marriage  to  Christopher 
when  she  was  about  eighteen.  That  would  have  made  her  a 
child  of  ten  or  eleven  when  she  came  to  Boston  with  her  father. 
It  seems  improbable  that  Ezekiel  would  have  brought  such  young 
children  with  him,  leaving  other  children  with  their  mother  in 
England.  It  seems  to  be  more  likely  that  the  daughters  who 
accompanied  Ezekiel  would  have  been  of  an  age  to  make  a  home 
adequately,  which  would  have  put  them  at  from  sixteen  to  twenty 
years  old,  or  older.  If  an  average  of  those  years  is  taken,  it 
would  place  Susanna  at  eighteen  years  old  when  she  arrived  in 
America,  and  her  birth  date  at  about  1617;  in  this  case  she 
would  have  been  about  twenty-six  when  she  married  thirty-three- 
year-old  Christopher  in  1643. 
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These  are,  to  be  sure,  unprovable  assumptions,  but  they  seem 
to  make  a  little  more  sense  to  this  author  than  many  others. 
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Appendix  C 

Revolutionary  W  ar 
Records 


I.  WILLIAM  ONTHANK 

A.  French  and  Indian  Wars 

William  Onthank’s  name  appears  on  a  list  dated  Southboro, 
April  29,  1757,  of  men  in  Col.  Timothy  Brigham’s  (Southboro) 
Company.  Reported  on  Training  Band  List.  —  (Mass.  Archives, 
Vol.  95,  p.  335.) 

William  Onthank:  name  on  list  dated  Marlboro,  April  10,  1759, 
Col.  Abram  William’s  Regiment,  to  be  put  under  command  of 
|  His  Excellency  Jeffrey  Amherst,  Esq.,  General  and  Commander- 

in-Chief  of  His  Majesty’s  Forces  in  North  America  for  the  in- 
j  vasion  of  Canada;  aged  30  years;  residence  in  Southboro;  enlisted 

j  April  6,  1759;  took  the  oath  of  fidelity,  etc.;  had  his  own  arms. 

—  (Vol.  97,  p.  94.) 

\  William  Onthank,  Private;  name  appears  on  Roll  dated  Wor¬ 

cester,  May  22,  1759,  of  the  several  companies  in  Brig. -Gen. 
Timothy  Ruggles’  Regiment;  enlisted  April  30,  1759;  Roll  made 
up  to  May  23,  1759;  served  23  days,  Captain  Stephen  Maynard’s 
Company,  1st  and  2nd  Battalion.  —  (Vol.  97,  p.  234.) 

B.  Revolutionary  War 

William  Onthank,  Southboro,  private,  Capt.  Josiah  Fay’s  Co.  of 
minute  men  and  militia,  which  marched  on  the  alarm  of  April  19, 
1775;  served  4  days;  reported  did  not  enlist  into  the  Army; 
j  Also,  sergeant,  Capt.  Silas  Gates’  Co.,  Col.  Ward’s  regiment; 

return  for  mileage  to  and  from  Camp,  dated  Dorchester,  January 
;  13,  1776;  mileage  for  60  miles  allowed  said  Onthank; 

Also,  Capt.  Manasseh  Sawyer’s  Co.,  Col.  Nicholas  Dike’s  regi¬ 
ment,  pay  abstract  for  travel  allowance,  etc.  home,  dated  Dor¬ 
chester  Heights,  Nov.  30,  1776;  said  Onthank  credited  with  al¬ 
lowance  for  2  days  (32  miles)  travel; 
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Also,  1st  Lieut.,  Capt.  Moses  Harrington’s  Co.,  Col.  N.  Dike’s 
regiment;  list  of  officers  ordered  in  Council,  Feb.  1,  1777,  that 
said  officers  be  commissioned,  commissions  to  be  dated  Dec 
1,  1776; 

Also,  1st  Lieut.,  Capt.  Moses  Harrington’s  Co.,  Col.  N.  Dike’s 
regiment;  list  of  officers  who  agreed  to  tarry  at  Dorchester 
Heights  until  March  1st,  1777; 

Also,  same  company  and  regiment,  muster  roll  from  Dec.  1776 
to  Feb.  1777;  engaged,  Dec.  2nd,  1776;  Regiment  raised  to  serve 
until  March  1,  1777; 

Also,  Lieut,  serving  as  a  volunteer,  Capt.  Seth  Newton’s  Co., 
Col.  Whitney’s  regiment,  engaged  August  21,  1777;  discharged 
August  27/28,  1777;  serving  6  days  on  alarm  at  Bennington;  Com¬ 
pany  proceded  from  Southboro  to  Hadley  on  horses,  by  order 
of  the  Brigadier,  and  horse  hire  and  mileage  (80  miles)  allowed 
home. 

(All  of  above  from  Mass.  Records,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  658.) 

II.  JAMES  ONTIIANK 
A.  Revolutionary  War 

Private,  Capt.  Josiah  Fay’s  Company  of  minute  men  and 
militia  which  marched  on  the  alarm  of  April  19,  1775;  service, 
5  days;  reported  enlisted  into  the  Army; 

Also,  Capt.  Josiah  Fay’s  Co.,  Col.  Jonathan  Ward’s  (32nd) 
regiment;  order  for  advance  pay  signed  by  said  Onthank  and 
others  dated  June  13,  1775;  also,  private,  same  company  and 
regiment,  muster  roll  dated  August  1,  1775,  enlisted  April  24,  1775; 
service,  3  months,  15  days; 

Also,  Company  return  dated  Dorchester,  Oct.  7,  1775;  also, 
Sergeant,  Capt.  Moses  Harrington’s  Co.,  Col.  N.  Dike’s  regiment; 
muster  roll  for  Dec.  1776  to  Feb.,  1777;  enlisted  Dec.  20,  1776;  regi¬ 
ment  raised  to  serve  to  March  1,  1777. 

Private,  Capt.  Asa  Rice’s  Co.,  Col.  Job  Cushing’s  regiment, 
enlisted  July  22,  1777;  discharged  Aug.  29,  1777;  service,  1  month, 
10  days,  including  7  days  (140  miles)  travel  home;  company 
ordered  to  march  to  Manchester  (N.H.)  on  an  alarm  and  was 
discharged  at  Bennington;  roll  dated  Shrewsbury. 

Private,  Capt.  Peter  Woodbury’s  Co.,  Col.  Jacob  Gerrish’s 
regiment  of  guards;  enlisted,  July  13,  1778,  discharged,  Nov.  9, 
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1778;  service,  3  months,  28  days  at  Cambridge;  roll  dated  Lan- 
caster; 

Also,  Sergeant,  Capt.  Peter  Woodbury’s  Co.,  Lt.  Col.  Nathan 
Tyler’s  detachment  of  guards;  list  of  men  (year  not  given) 

during  the  campaign;  Capt.  Woodbury  was  succeeded  by  Lieut. 
Jewett; 

Also,  Capt.  David  Jewett’s  Co.,  Col.  Jacob  Gerrish’s  regiment 
of  guards;  enlisted,  Nov.  10,  1778,  discharged,  Dec.  12,  1778;  serv¬ 
ice,  1  month  4  days,  guarding  troops  of  convention;  roll  certified 
at  Lancaster. 

(Mass.  Records,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  657.) 

III.  JOSEPH  ONTHANK 
A.  Revolutionary  War 

Private,  Capt.  Josiah  Fay’s  Company  of  minute  men  and 
militia  which  marched  on  the  alarm  of  April  19,  1775;  service 
16  days;  reported  did  not  enlist  into  the  Army; 

Also,  Capt.  Seth  Newton’s  Co.,  Col.  Whitney’s  regiment;  enlisted, 
Aug.  21,  1777;  discharged,  Aug.  26/27,  1777;  service,  6  days,  on 
an  alarm  at  Bennington;  company  proceeded  from  Southboro  to 
Hadley  on  horses  by  order  of  the  Brigadier,  and  horse  hire  and 
mileage  (80  miles)  allowed  home. 

(Mass.  Records,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  657.) 

IV.  WILLIAM  ONTHANK,  JR. 

A.  Revolutionary  War 

Private,  Capt.  Elijah  Bellows’  Company,  which  marched  on  the 
alarm  of  April  19,  1775;  service,  16  days; 

Also,  Capt.  Josiah  Fay’s  Co.,  Col.  Jonathan  Ward’s  (32nd)  regi¬ 
ment,  order  for  advance  pay  signed  by  said  Onthank  and  others, 
dated  June  13,  1775;  enlisted,  April  24,  1775,  service  3  months,  10 
days; 

Also,  Company  return  dated  Dorchester,  Oct.  7,  1775; 

Also,  Capt.  Manasseh  Sawyer’s  Co.,  Col.  Nicholas  Dike’s  regi¬ 
ment;  pay  abstract  for  travel  allowance,  etc.  home,  dated  Dor¬ 
chester  Heights,  Nov.  30,  1776;  said  Onthank  enlisted  with  al¬ 
lowance  for  2  days  (32  miies)  travel; 

Also,  Capt.  Moses  Harrington’s  Co.,  Col.  N.  Dike’s  regiment; 
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muster  roll  from  December,  1776  to  February,  1777;  service  from 
Dec.  1,  1776  to  March  1,  1777; 

Also,  list  of  men  to  serve  in  the  Continental  Army  from  4th 
Co.,  6th  Worcester  regiment,  as  returned  by  Capt.  Seth  Newton, 
dated  Feb.  16,  1778,  residence  Southboro,  engaged  for  Town  of 
Southboro;  joined  Capt.  A.  Haynes’  Co.,  Col.  Wigglesworth’s  regi¬ 
ment;  term  3  years;  also  served  in  John  Kilby  Smith’s  Co.,  Col. 
Calvin  Smith’s  regiment. 

(Mass.  Records,  Vol.  III.,  p.  658.) 

From  U.S.  Pension  Office  Records: 

“William  Onthank,  Jr.;  Enlisted  May  13,  1777;  Capt.  Aaron 
Haynes,  afterwards  Capt.  John  K.  Smith;  13th  Mass.  Infantry, 
Col.  Edward  Wigglesworth  and  Col.  Calvin  Smith;  General  Glo¬ 
ver’s  Brigade.  Discharged  at  West  Point,  May  13,  1780.  Pensioned 
at  $8.00  per  month.” 


Appendix  D 

Other  Unthank  and  Onthank  Families 
in  the  United  States 


There  are  two  other  family  groups  in  the  United  States  whose 
roots  are  undoubtedly  in  the  English  Unthank  Family.  In  one 
case  the  name  is  unchanged  from  that  of  its  earliest  forebears, 
“Unthank”;  in  the  other  case  the  transition  to  “Onthank”  has 
again  been  made. 

So  far  as  is  known,  and  assiduous  research  on  the  subject  has 
been  made,  neither  of  these  branches  of  the  Unthank  Family  of 
Britain  has  any  immediate  relationship  to  Christopher  Unthank/ 
Onthank,  the  first  American  immigrant  with  that  surname,  in 
1634-35.  A  family  relationship  in  some  previous  century  is  almost 
certain. 

Although  this  book  pertains  only  to  the  Onthank  Family  which 
originated  in  New  England,  and  can  not  deal  exhaustively  with 
other  branches  of  the  parent  Family,  there  has  been  so  much 
confusion  in  this  country  among  the  three  branches  and  some 
of  their  descendants,  that  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  give  some 
explanation. 


I.  THE  AMERICAN  UNTHANK  FAMILY 

i 

According  to  the  manuscript  of  “Record  and  History  of  the  ‘Un- 
thank  Family’  in  America,”  compiled  in  1932  by  G.  R.  Unthank,  of 
Lincoln,  Nebraska,  the  first  immigrant  to  America  of  his  family 
group  was  Joseph  Unthank,  who  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
date  undetermined.  Joseph  and  his  wife,  Ann,  who  were  Quakers, 
came  to  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  in  about  1740,  and  a  few 
years  later  moved  to  Springfield,  in  Bucks  County  of  that  State. 
In  1755,  Joseph  and  his  family  moved  to  Guilford  County,  North 
Carolina.  A  son,  John,  was  born  to  them  at  Springfield  in  April, 
1741. 
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The  North  Carolina  State  Records,  Vol.  9,  for  1771  to  1775,  list 
John  and  Joseph  Unthank  as  among  petitioners  of  Guilford  County 
to  the  Court  (date  and  subject  unrecorded,  but  perhaps  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  troubles  which  resulted  in  the  battle  of  the  Alamance). 
There  is  an  unconfirmed  report  that  one  of  these  men  fought  in 
the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  North  Carolina  Unthank  family,  as  was  true  of  most  early 
Eastern  families,  soon  spread  to  the  west,  and  are  found  in  the 
early  19th  century  in  Tennessee  and  especially  in  Indiana.  William 
Unthank  migrated  from  Guilford  County  to  Newport,  now  called 
Fountain  City,  in  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  in  1826,  and  later  moved 
to  Spiceland,  in  adjoining  Henry  County.  He  was  a  conscientious 
Quaker,  and  proved  the  sincerity  of  his  religion  by  bringing  his 
slaves  from  North  Carolina  and  freeing  them  in  Indiana.  His 
wife,  born  Anna  Britton,  in  North  Carolina,  was  a  minister  of  the 
Friends  Church  for  almost  eighty  years.  They  had  five  children, 
among  them  being  Pleasant,  Jonathan,  Joseph,  and  John  Allen. 

One  of  those  children,  Pleasant  Unthank,  born  in  North  Carolina 
in  1804,  became  a  merchant  in  Fountain  City,  Indiana,  and  later 
lived  on  a  farm  in  Webster,  Wayne  County,  Indiana.  He  married 
Sarah  Ann  Pitts,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  Charles  R.,  James 
B.,  Alice,  and  William  H. 

James  B.  Unthank  served  as  president  of  Wilmington  College, 
Ohio,  for  over  twenty-three  years.  He  corresponded  at  one  time 
with  Alton  William  Onthank  (953).  There  were  no  Unthanks  in 
the  Wilmington  directories  of  1947,  the  earliest  published,  or  as 
late  as  1952. 

One  of  Pleasant  Unthank’s  sons  was  Charles  R.  Unthank,  who 
lived  in  Richmond,  Indiana,  served  three  years  in  the  Civil  War 
in  the  84th  Indiana  Infantry,  and  had  seven  children,  among  them 
Albert,  Florence,  and  Pleasant.  It  was  this  latter  Pleasant  Unthank 
who  was  known  by  Frederick  Augustus  Onthank  (993)  in  Chicago. 

Several  of  the  Onthank  Family  have  heard  of  or  have  seen 
the  name,  “A.  H.  UNTHANK,  1850”  carved  into  Register  Cliff 
near  Glenrock,  Wyoming,  as  well  as  his  marked  grave  a  half- 
mile  to  the  east.  This  was  Alvah  H.  Unthank,  son  of  Jonathan 
Unthank  and  grandson  of  William  Unthank  who  first  came  to 
Indiana  in  1826.  Alvah  was  born  at  Fountain  City,  Indiana,  on 
January  3,  1831,  eldest  son  of  Jonathan  and  Rachel.  They  had 
eleven  children,  two  others  being  William  A.  of  Richmond,  In¬ 
diana,  and  George  J.,  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  both  of  whom 
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were  living  in  1924.  In  1850,  Alvah  H.  Unthank  joined  a  party  of 
about  thirty,  including  his  uncle  Joseph,  going  to  California  in  the 
gold  rush.  Alvah  died  of  “camp-fever”  on  July  2,  1850,  near 
Glenrock,  and  was  buried  there. 

Another  of  the  Unthank  pioneers  was  Oliver  Nixon  Unthank, 
who  was  born  in  Fountain  City,  Indiana,  on  November  18,  1842, 
son  of  John  Allen  Unthank,  who  was  another  son  of  William 
Unthank,  the  first  of  the  Indiana  family.  Oliver  Nixon  freighted 
goods  from  Omaha,  Nebraska,  to  Denver,  Colorado,  in  the  early 
1860’s,  and  was  a  member  of  the  wagon  train  expedition  to  the 
Idaho  gold  fields,  for  which  the  famous  Indian  scout,  Jim  Bridger, 
acted  as  a  guide.  From  1869  to  1871  he  was  a  government  telegraph 
operator  at  Fort  Laramie,  Wyoming. 

The  manuscript  of  G.  R.  Unthank,  cited  above,  mentions  scores 
of  other  members  of  his  family,  many  of  whom  continued  to  be 
attracted  to  the  West.  There  have  been  and  are  numerous  Unthanks 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Detroit,  Michigan;  Lincoln.  Nebraska; 
Richmond,  Indiana;  and  other  places.  There  were  two  well- 
known  school  teachers,  Emma  M.  and  Minnie  Unthank,  in  Tacoma, 
Washington.  A  large  number  now  live  in  California. 

The  only  available  recent  references  to  any  Unthank  in 
Guilford  County,  North  Carolina,  were  in  the  Greensboro,  North 
Carolina,  directory  for  1910:  Jasper  A.  Unthank,  a  Pullman  car 
porter,  and  Caroline  Unthank;  both  negroes. 

As  happened  consistently,  the  negro  slaves  of  Southern  or 
other  families  who  were  freed  by  their  masters  or  by  law,  fre¬ 
quently  took  the  surnames  of  the  families  they  had  served.  Con¬ 
sequently,  there  are  negroes  named  Unthank  scattered  throughout 
the  United  States,  who  derived  their  names  from  this  North 
Carolina  family. 

II.  THE  ONTHANK  FAMILY  FROM  IRELAND 

The  origin  of  the  Unthank  or  Onthank  Family  in  Ireland  is  obscure. 
The  only  reliable  explanation  so  far  has  come  from  Herbert  Wil¬ 
liam  Unthank,  of  Exeter,  England,  with  whom  the  author  spent 
most  of  a  day  in  May  1956.  Mr.  Unthank,  a  University  Lecturer 
at  the  University  of  Exeter,  comes  from  the  Unthank  family  in 
Ireland,  and  has  his  family  genealogy  among  the  Irish  Unthanks 
accurately  recorded  for  seven  generations  past.  He  believes  that 
the  earliest  Unthank  there  was  one  of  the  soldiers  of  Oliver  Crom- 
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well,  who  conquered  Ireland  in  1650,  and  subsequently  settled  many 
of  his  soldiers,  and  others  from  England,  on  land  in  Ireland  in 
order  to  maintain  the  pacification.  Herbert  William  Unthank’s 
forebears  were  Quakers.  They  settled  in  and  near  Limerick, 
Ireland,  and  have  become  well-known  there.  There  are  also  un¬ 
confirmed  reports  that  there  are  many  Unthanks  now  living  in 
Limerick. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  events  related  above  took  place 
many  years  after  Christopher  Unthank/Onthank  came  to  America 
in  1634-35. 

According  to  a  letter  from  John  Onthank,  written  at  Pocatello, 
Idaho,  on  May  24,  1893,  and  addressed  to  George  Henry  Onthank 
(823),  of  Grinnell,  Iowa,  his  family  came  to  the  United  States 
from  Ireland  and  settled  at  Baltimore,  Maryland.  A  search  of  the 
Baltimore  city  directories  from  1835  to  1900  disclosed  no  person 
named  Unthank  or  Onthank,  but  the  reference  by  this  John  Onthank 
might  have  been  to  a  place  near  Baltimore  not  included  in  the 
city  directories. 

John  Onthank  further  related  that  his  father  and  mother  had 
lived  at  Ballyfin,  Queens  County,  Ireland.  His  father  had  seven 
brothers  there,  including  John,  Samuel,  William,  Robert,  Edward, 
and  Joshua.  After  his  father’s  death,  John’s  mother,  Margaret, 
brought  her  family  to  Baltimore,  probably  around  1850,  where 
they  lived  until  about  1890.  They  then  moved  to  Cheyenne,  Wyom¬ 
ing,  and  later  to  Pocatello,  Idaho.  John  had  only  one  brother, 
Joseph,  who  died  in  1866  at  Baltimore.  He  mentions  also  an  un¬ 
named  uncle,  then  “living  somewhere  in  California.” 

Those  helpful  tools  of  the  researching  genealogist,  the  city 
directories,  list  a  number  of  Onthanks  in  Pocatello,  Idaho,  in  1901 
(the  earliest  edition):  Francis,  John,  John  Wade,  Maude;  many 
of  them  continue  to  be  listed  through  1927.  Beginning  in  1925  and 
continuing  through  1945,  John  A.  Onthank  with  wife,  Lora  A.,  and 
Joseph  L.  Onthank,  are  listed  as  miners  in  the  Butte,  Montana, 
directories.  From  1928  to  1954,  there  are  various  mentions  in  the 
Spokane,  Washington,  directories  of  Mrs.  Hester  A.,  Ethel  M., 
Dora  C.,  Cecelia  A.,  and  Alice  Onthank.  Mrs.  Cecelia  A.  Onthank 
evidently  moved  to  Portland,  Oregon,  for  her  name  is  first  men¬ 
tioned  in  those  directories  in  1941,  followed  in  1950  to  1955,  by 
Lynn  Onthank.  A  funeral  notice  in  a  Portland,  Oregon,  newspaper 
of  April  30,  1946,  for  Robert  Joseph  Onthank,  son  of  Cecelia  Onthank, 
states  that  he  was  a  “grandson  of  Mrs.  Hester  Onthank  and  nephew 
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of  Ethel  Onthank,  Spokane;  Mrs.  Harry  Moyer,  California;  Joseph 
and  John  Onthank,  Butte,  Mont.” 

A  Charles  Ulysses  Onthank  has  been  called  to  the  attention  of 
relatives  in  Oregon,  but  it  is  not  known  if  he  is  related  to  this 
Onthank  family  group. 
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Michael,  701 

ALEXANDER,  Albert,  948 
George  S.,  948 
Hannah,  948 
Mary  J.  Onthank,  948 

ALFRED,  King,  2,  174,  175 

ALLEN,  Betsey,  819 
Ethan,  929 
Jane  A.,  819 
Stephen,  819 

ALMY,  Anna,  21 
Anthony,  22,  23 
Audrey,  22 
Audry  21,  22 
Catherine,  21 
Catherine,  2d.,  22 
Christopher,  21 
Christopher,  2d,  21 
Deborah,  22 
Job,  19-23,  180 
Job,  2d,  22,  23 
John,  21 

John,  2d,  22-25 
Mary,  22 

Mary  Unthank,  2l  -  24,  182 
Susanna,  22 
William,  21,  22 

AMHERST,  Lord  Jeffrey,  32,  185 


AMSDEN,  Eunice  Fisher,  700 
Galand,  700 
Lee,  700 
Lucy,  601 
Suky, 700 
William,  700 

ANDREWS,  Edward,  178 
Louis  P.,  1016 
Marion  I.  Onthank,  1016 
ARMSTRONG,  Alma  E.  Colt,  826 
Harvey,  826 

BALDWIN,  George,  178 
BALL,  John,  717 
Joseph,  717 
Submit,  722 
Susan,  717 
Susanna  Forbes,  717 
BARNARD,  Mary  S.,  831 
BARNES,  Fred,  953 
BARR,  Gussy,  900 
BARRETT,  Franklin  Willard,  833 
Naomi  M.  Onthank,  833 
BARTLETT,  Maria  Morrill,  833 
Nelson,  833 
BARTON,  Rufus,  178 
BAXTOR  (BAXTER),  Ruth  Onthank, 
26,  27 

Samuel,  26,  27,  30,  31 
BEAUREGARD,  Fannie  Salt,  1013 
John,  1013 
Louis  A.,  1013 
Grace  M.  Onthank,  1013 
BEEN,  Alice,  995 
Frank, 995 

Margaret  E.  Onthank,  995 
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BELKNAP,  Ebenezer,  713 
Eli,  713 

Esther  Snow,  713 
Joseph,  713 
Joseph,  Jr.,  713 
Joseph,  3d,  713 
Levi,  713 
Naaman,  713 
Osborn,  713 
Patty,  713 
Sabra  Onthank,  713 
Sally,  713 
Valentine,  713 
BELL,  Ida,  1028 
BELLOWS,  Antipas,  719 
Bernice,  712 

Elijah,  Capt.,  33,  34,  602,  187 
Elizabeth,  719 
Louisa  Ann,  719 
Mildred  Hillery,  971 
Nabby  Onthank,  719 
Polly,  831 
Reuben,  719 
Richard  Sears,  971 
BEND,  Charles  Louis,  1051 
Loretta,  1051 
Marie  Onthank,  1051 
BERGSTRESSER,  Alma  Kimball, 
1025 

Marvin,  1025 

BLEILE,  Emma  Hatzel,  1008 
BOLEBEC,  Hugh,  4 
Marion,  3 

BONTIES,  Harry  Peter,  1035 
BOWDITCH,  Emily  Frances,  907 
BOWYER,  Sally  Mae,  1153 
BOYD,  Andrew,  930 
May  A.,  930 
Thomas,  930 
Thomas,  Jr.,  930 
Susan  S.  Onthank,  930 
BRACKETT,  Anson  R.,  1044 
Mary  E.  Onthank,  1044 
BREWER,  David,  815,  829,  831,  906 
Ella  M.  Johnson,  831 
Frank, 831 
Joel,  804 

Louisa  Newton,  804 
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Lydia  Fisk,  804 
Mary  S.  Barnard,  831 
Nahum  Francis,  831 
Peter,  804 
Polly  Bellows,  831 
Rachel  Flint,  831 
Sophia  Nurse,  804 
Susan  M.,  831,  906 
Susan  Onthank,  831 

BRIGHAM,  Lydia  Ann,  830 
Timothy,  Col.,  31,  185 

BROWN,  Barbara  A.  Onthank,  1155 
Chester  Grosvenor,  1155 
Floyd  R.,  1027 
George  Lemuel,  958 
Jeffrey  Charles,  1155 
John  O.,  1155 
Lucy,  802 

Marjorie  Onthank,  958 
Marta  B.  Onthank,  958 
Rosannah,  824 
Rosannah  Lake,  824 
Samuel,  824 
Stephen  Butler,  1155 
Susan  Butler,  1155 
Viola  G.  Mitchell,  1027 

BRYANT,  Mary  Ann,  718 

BUELL,  Elizabeth  Crampton,  953 
Giles  Porter,  953 
Henrietta  M.  Young,  953 
BUMSTEAD,  Thomas,  839 
Tomb,  718,  838 
BURDETT,  Rena,  971 
BURNHAM,  Alden,  806 
Carrie,  806 
Sarah  Bolton,  806 
BURTON,  Ellen  M.  Harris,  954 
Hiram  Addison,  954 
Maria  Mandana,  954 
BUSH,  Lydia,  813 
Lydia  Newcomb,  813 
Timothy,  Jr.,  813 

CAMPBELL,  Mae,  1026 
CHAPIN,  Elizabeth  G.,  971 
Mildred  Hillery,  971 
Roy  C.,  971 
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CHICK,  D.,  932 
Sarah  A.,  932 
Sarah  Garfield,  932 

CHURCHILL,  Sir  Winston  S.,  13 

CLANCEY,  Caroline  Heath,  830 
David,  830 
Elvira  Heath,  830 

CLARK,  Arthur  Richard,  1106 
Beverly  Mae,  1106 
Joan  Marilyn,  1106 
Norma  E.  Onthank,  1106 
Sandra  Helen,  1106 

CLAYBROOK,  Lonnie  Ralph,  1128 
Mildred  E.  Onthank,  1128 
Wendel  James,  1128 

COLLIESON,  Beatrice  Lillian,  1153 

COLLINGWOOD,  Alexander,  167 
Justice,  166 

COLLINS,  Aaron,  800 
Angeline  Eliza,  606 
Augustus  Ferdinand,  606 
Eunice  Onthank,  800 
Henry,  30 
Hiram  G.,  915 
Howard,  800 
Louise,  800 
Lydia  A.  Walker,  915 
Marianne,  800 
Mary  J.  Onthank,  915 
Mehitable,  30 
Nathan,  606 
Samuel,  915 
Temple  P.,  711 
Thankful  Sally  Onthank,  606 

COLT,  Alma  E.,  826 
Chandler,  826 
Elmus  C.,  826 
Julius  C.,  826 

Merab  Almira  Onthank,  826 
Kate  Northrup,  826 
Violetta  Davis,  826 

CONVERSE,  Elizabeth  Emmons,  1032 

COOLEY,  Belinda  M.,  903 

CROCKETT,  Edwin,  937 
Elizabeth  Fogg,  937 
Mary  Delia,  937 


CROFUT,  Elisabeth,  980 
George  Augustus,  980 
Georgia  Augusta,  980 
James  Alonzo,  980 
Marguerite,  xi,  980 
Mary  E.  Onthank,  980 
Rhoda  Foster,  980 

CROSBY,  Ann  Bucknam,  1212 
John  S.,  1212 
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Mary  Silvester,  25 
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William,  25 
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CUSHING,  Job,  Col.,  186 

CUTTING,  Anna,  722 
Daniel,  722 
Hannah,  722 
Joseph,  722 
Moses,  722 

DALTON,  Edward,  842 
John,  842 
Mary  Ann,  842 
Michael,  842 
DANFORTH,  John,  717 
Sally,  717 

DAVIS,  Donald  Marvin,  1134 
Viola  G.  Onthank,  1134 
Violetta,  826 

DE  LONG,  Belle  Bridges,  1033 
Gloria  Viola,  1033 
Willard  W.,  1033 
DE  MINO,  Joan  Antonia,  1118 
DE  PENNING,  Herman,  1024 
Lucille  Van  Wyk,  1024 
DIKE,  Nicholas,  Col.,  185  - 187 
DIONNE,  Harriet,  988 
DOLCATER,  Herbert,  1028 
DONALDSON,  Hannah,  722 
DUNBAR,  Emma  Jane,  1040 
DURANT,  Luke,  906 
Martha  Henrietta,  906 
Mary  Lawrence,  906 
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EASTON,  Marion  Louise,  973 

EICHHORN,  Harriett  Louise,  1136 

ELIOT,  John,  25 
Sarah, 25 

ELKINS,  Mabel  L.  Thomas,  903 
Stephen  B.,  903 

ELLIOT,  Edna  L.  Kimball,  1025 
Paul  L.,  1025 

ELSDEN,  John  Francis,  1109 
John  William,  1109 
Madeline  E.  Onthank,  1109 

EMERY,  Eugene,  962 
Sarah  E.  Onthank,  962 

EMMONS,  Charles,  1032 
Elizabeth,  1032 
Kitty  Mason,  1032 

EVERETT,  Cleora  Douglas,  1041 

FAIRBANKS,  Harriet  L.  Onthank,  911 
William  Waldo,  911 

FASSETT  (FAWCETT),  Edward,  822, 
834 

Mary  E.  Forbes,  822,  834 
Mary  Emeline  (Emma),  822 

FAY,  Betsey,  706 
Elizabeth  Onthank,  706 
Elizabeth  Onthank,  2d,  806 
Hannah  Pike,  806 
Harriet  Mullen,  806 
Hariot  Newell,  706 
John  Onthank,  706 
Joseph,  706,  806 

Josiah,  Capt.,  32  •  34,  185  -  187,  600, 
601,  602. 

Julia,  706 
Lucy  Bemis,  706 
Nancy  Maria,  706 
Nathan,  706 
Rebecca,  604 
Richard  Sullivan,  804 
Roxy  Jane,  706 
Samuel,  806 
Sophia,  706 

FESSENDEN,  Helen  Potter,  1037 
Robert  Grosvenor,  1037 
Ruth  Potter,  1037 


FISH,  Lucy  J.,  939 
Rufus  A.,  939 
Sarah  J.  Pottle,  939 

FLAGG,  Charles,  711 
Hariot  White,  711 
Leland,  711 
Louisa  Abigal,  711 
Lydia  Berry,  711 
Lydia  Onthank,  711 
Mitte  Newton,  711 
Nancy,  710,  711 
Nancy  Mari,  711 
Olive,  711 
Rebeccah, 711 
Roxia  Ann,  711 
Salley,  711 

Sullivan  Francis,  711 
William,  711 
William,  Jr.,  711 
William  Harrison,  711 

FLING,  Marjorie  Dawson,  1033 
FLINT,  Rachel,  831 
FOGG,  Charles,  834 
Emmeline  Morrill,  834 
FORBES  (FORBUSH),  Mary  Eliza, 
822,  834 
Susanna,  717 

FORTIN,  Charles  P.,  1034 
Dorothea  Onthank,  1034 
FOSTER,  Rhoda,  980 
FOX,  Mary  Beatrice,  1017 
FRANCIO,  Harry  Gran,  1159 
Margaret  J.  Onthank,  1159 
FRANKLIN,  Martha  L.  Kuleberda, 
1105 

FRAZIER,  Charles  M.,  1157 
Lillian  Elizabeth,  1157 
Rose  Nutting,  1157 

FRENCH,  Emmeline  Morrill  Fogg, 
834 

Winchell,  834 

FULLER,  Nancy  Bonties,  1035 

GALLAGHER,  Margaret,  990 
GATES,  Silas,  34,  185 
GAULT,  Mary  Ann,  839 
GERRISH,  Jacob,  Col.,  186,  187 
GILMORE,  Nellie  Margaret,  1023 
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GOODBODY,  Miss  ?,  842 
GOODWIN,  Eunice,  955 
GOODYEAR,  Clarissa  Onthank,  803 
Edward,  803 
Eunice,  803 
Fred  Mansfield,  803 
GORTON,  Samuel,  16,  17,  178 
GOULD,  Carrie  M.  Onthank,  917 
Earle,  917 
Marian,  917 
William  A.,  917 
GRADY,  Charlotte,  903 
GR ANNAN,  Doris,  1045 
Earle  C.,  1045 
lone,  1045 

Lucy  M.  Onthank,  1045 
Pauline  Vincent,  1045 
William,  1045 
GRANT,  Alpheus  S.,  838 
Nancy  Moses,  838 
Sarah  H.,  838 
GREENE,  Ann,  178 
John,  16  -  20,  178  -  180 
John,  Jr.,  179,  180 
Perseverence,  16 

GREENWOOD,  Ada  A.  Onthank,  978 
Alma  Emmeline,  978 
Clara  Capen, 978 
Elsie  Elizabeth,  978 
John,  Jr.,  978,  981 
John  Harold,  978 
Kathleen  Almira,  978 
GUSTAFSON,  Theresa  W.,  903 

HAIR,  Charles  F.,  1022 
Eldon  Charles,  1022 
Hazel  Frances,  1022 
Mabel  Hattie,  1022 
Paul  Wilson,  1022 
Robert  William,  1022 
Rose  E.  Onthank,  1022 
Samuel  Earl,  1022 
HAMEL,  Carol  Anne,  1100 
Charles  Francis,  1100 
Christopher  Anthony,  1100 
Eleanor  J.  Onthank,  1100 
Stephen  Charles,  1100 
William  Arthur,  1100 
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HAMOR,  Edith  D.  Onthank,  1130 
Linda  Ann,  1130 
Paul  Ambrose,  1130 
Robert  Paul,  1130 
HANRAHAN,  Margaret  Jane,  993 
HARRINGTON,  Moses,  Capt.,  186,  187 
HARRIS,  Clarissa  Scott,  955 
Ellen  Melinda,  954 
Eunice  Goodwin,  955 
Joseph  Elliot,  955 
Joshua, 955 
Thomas,  Sr.,  180 
HART,  Emma  Samantha,  929 
Loren  B.,  929 
Samantha  Allen,  929 
HAUTMAN,  Carol,  1005 
HAYNES,  Aaron,  Capt.,  602,  188 
HAYWARD,  Carol,  959 
Sally  Danforth,  717 
Samuel,  717 
HEATH,  Carlos  L.,  934 
Elvira  Coffin,  830 
Fayston  A.,  934 
Martha  A.  Onthank,  934,  937 
HEINRICH,  Elizabeth  Ann,  1113 
Edward  Oscar,  1113 
Mortimer  Allen,  1113 
Mortimer  Allen,  Jr.,  1113 
Mary  Elizabeth  Onthank,  1113 
John  Thomas,  1113 
William  Edward,  1113 
HENDREN,  Chad  Norman,  1119 
Diana  Jo,  1119 
Floyd  Norman,  1119 
Linda  Margaret,  1119 
Margaret  N.  Onthank,  1119 
Nellie  May,  1119 
William  Elbert,  1119 
HENRY  III.,  King,  4 
HERAULT,  Edgar  P.  L.,  1159 
John  Paul  L.,  1159 
Margaret  J.  Onthank,  1159 
HIDE,  Ebenezer,  37,  604 
Ebenezer,  Jr.,  604 
Rebecca, 604 
Ruth,  604 

Ruth  Onthank,  37,  604 
William,  604 


—  Page  numbers  are  in  bold  type;  section  numbers  are  in  regular  type. 


200 

HILLERY,  Arthur  Martin,  971 
Donald  Heath,  971 
Doris  Carolyn,  971 
Elizabeth  Chapin,  971 
Lena  Onthank,  971 
Martin  C.,  971 
Mary  Sternberg,  971 
Mildred  Hope,  971 
Rena  Burdett,  971 

HIMES,  Edith  Maud,  928 
Emma  A.  Onthank,  928 
Eva  Elizabeth,  928 
Harlo  N.,  928 
William  Garfield,  928 

HOFFMAN,  Catherine  Ruth,  1052 
Ernst  Herman,  1052 
Irene  M.  Onthank,  1052 
Rita  Irene,  1052 

HOLLIMAN,  Ezekiel,  15  -  20,  178,  179, 
181,  182 
Priscilla,  181 
Susanna,  182 
Susanna  Oxton,  181 

HOLMAN,  Grace  Emma,  1058 

HOWARD,  G.  D.,  900 

HOWE  (HOW),  Abigail,  708 
Benjamin,  708 
Dolly,  702,  708 
Dolly  Hayden,  702 
Lucre tia,  708 
Winslow,  702,  809 

HOWSE,  Judith  Ann,  1144 
Robert  Davis,  1144 

HUNT,  Winona  Swazey,  993 

HUTCHINSON,  Bruce  Ordway,  1145 
Donald,  1145 
Dorothy  Onthank,  1145 

JACKSON,  Abbie,  972 
Nora,  972 
Osceola,  972 

JACOBSON,  Charlotte  Peterson,  1030 
Dorothy,  1030 
Jacob,  1030 

JAMES,  Elisabeth,  30,  31 
Erasmus,  30 
John, 30  *  32 
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JARVIS,  Jane,  35 
JEWETT,  David,  Capt.,  187, 
JOHNSON,  Ella  M.,  831 
Georgia  Rose  Onthank,  1131 
Lyle  Albert,  1131 
Lynn  Albert,  1131 
JONES,  Jessie,  816 
Lydia  Cheney,  816 
Mary,  816 

KEARNEY,  Leone  E.  Booth,  1123 
Kollene  Kay,  1123 
Virgil  Victor,  1123 
KEERAN,  Edith  D.  Onthank,  1130 
Edward,  1130 
Larry  Eugene,  1130 
KELLMER,  Emil  B.,  925 
May,  925 

KENDALL,  Wilber  Lawrence,  xi,  xii 
KENNETT,  Irving  C.,  977 
Rita  L.  Nason,  977 
KESTER,  David  Eugene,  1135 
Edward  Gaylor,  1135 
Francis  I.  Onthank,  1135 
KIMBALL,  Alma  Ruth,  1025 
Charles  P.,  1025 
Edna  Louise,  1025 
Ester  Louise,  1025 
Lillian  Lydia,  1025 
Lillian  Onthank,  1025 
Lura  Viola,  1025 
KINLOCH,  Isabella  Liggitte,  907 
KNEARL,  Bertha,  923 
KNOLES,  Henry,  179 
KNOWLTON,  Sadie  J.,  809 
KOOISTRA,  Frances  V.,  1024 
KRUSEMAN,  Milo,  1024 
Vera  M.  Van  Wyk,  1024 

LINCOLN,  Alice  Onthank,  1021 
Daisy,  1021 
Eugene  D.,  1021 
Eunice,  1021 
Hattie,  1021 
Homer  H.,  1021 
James,  1021 
Joseph  W.,  1021 
Oliver  William,  1021 
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LINES,  Delos  E.,  1020 
Ellen  Cooper,  1020 
Mabel  R.  Onthank,  1020 
Willard  Samuel,  1020 

LOW,  Richard  S.,  1211 
Marcia  J.  Onthank,  1211 

LYON,  James  F.,  978 
Kathleen  A.  Onthank,  978 

LYONS,  Anastasia,  901 
Emma  I.  Onthank,  901 
John,  901 
Martin,  901 
Maude  L.,  1026 

MacCONNELL,  Alexander,  922 
Clifford  Austin,  922 
Georgina  Ritcey,  922 
Isaac  Austin,  922 
Jessie  M.  Onthank,  922 
Muriel  Lucille,  922 

MacKENNA,  Doris  Nunan,  1039 
William  G.,  1039 

MACLEOD,  Almira  Morrill,  1042 
Charles  Albert,  1042 
Duncan  Alexander,  1042 
Jennie  Mae,  1042 
Mary  E.  Onthank,  1042 
Mary  Elizabeth,  1042 
Nancy  Ovid,  1042 
William  Thornhill 
William  Thornhill,  Jr. 

McDERMOTT,  Anna  Blakely,  970 
Annabel  Genevieve,  970 
Francis  B.',  970 

MCDONALD,  Helen,  828 

McGAREY,  Bertha  Jean,  1154 
Everett  Alonzo,  1154 
Martha  Beatrice  Rayle,  1154 

McGRIFF,  Alma  V.  Onthank,  1028 
Emmett,  1028 
F.  W.,  957,  1028 
Ida  Bell,  1028 
Viola  R.  Onthank,  957 
Willard,  1028 

McKENZIE,  Darrell  Gene,  1124 
Hattie  J.  Onthank,  1124 
Joseph  Eugene,  1124 


McLAREN,  John  Dice,  1018 
Mary  Lua  Trew,  1018 
Ruth,  1018 

McNALLY,  Arthur  R.,  1048 

MAGEE,  Beverly  M.  Clark,  1106 
Milton  B.,  Jr.,  1106 

MALLOY,  Kathryn,  987 

MARTIN,  Susanna  North,  72 

MARTINSON,  Albert,  1137 
Albert  Eugene,  1137 
Kathy  Leatha,  1137 
Leatha,  1137 

Maxine  R.  Onthank,  1137 
Michael  Eugene,  1137 

MATES,  John  Richard  Benson,  1114 
John  Richard  Benson,  Jr.,  1114 
Lois  Onthank,  1114 
Margaret  Kathleen,  1114 
Maureen  Ann,  1114 
Susan  Melissa,  1114 

MAYNARD,  Luther,  600 
Sarah  Warren,  600 
Stephen,  Capt.,  32,  600,  185 

MELANSON,  Beatrice  J.  Onthank, 
1112 

Clarence  Arthur,  1112 
Eileen  Mary,  1112 
Georgianna,  1112 
Laurel  Ann,  1112 
Susan  Elaine,  1112 

MELLON  (MELLEN),  Lydia,  602 

MILLER,  Catherine,  714 
Eliza,  819 
Hannah,  714 
Harriet  A.,  819 
Moses,  714 

MITCHELL,  Elmer  A.,  1027 
Eva  Louise,  1027 
Grace  I.  Onthank,  1027 
Laura  E.  Norris,  1027 
Raymond  Arthur,  1027 
Viola  Grace,  1027 

MOORE,  Julia  Ann,  605 

MORE,  Elizabeth,  179 


NOTE  —  Page  numbers  are  in  bold  type;  section  numbers  are  in  regular  type. 


4 


>i**i  01;.  rl  *  *0 v 


202 

MORRILL,  Almira  Susan,  833,  834 
Alpheus  S.,  834 
Eli  Knight,  833 
Emmeline,  833,  834 
Maria,  833 
Naomi  Moulton,  833 

MORSE,  Benjamin,  37,  603 
Elisabeth  Onthank,  37,  603 

MUCCINO,  Mrs.  Louis  F.,  1145 

MUNYON,  Faye  Onthank,  1127 
Myrtle  Crawford,  1127 
Roy  Eugene,  1127 
Wilber  S.,  1127 

MUSKETT,  Joseph  Salusbury,  168 
Mary  Anne,  168 

NASON,  Frank  B.,  977 
Lina  L.  Onthank,  977 
Nathaniel  M.,  977 
Rita  Louise,  977 

NEWTON,  Elizabeth,  600,  602 
Elizabeth  Howe,  600 
Jane  Larned-Giles,  716 
Joel,  602,  710 
Jonas,  716 
Lemuel,  32 
Leonard  E.,  958 
Louisa,  804 

Marjorie  Onthank,  958 
Mitte  Onthank,  716 
Nathan,  804 
Phinehas,  716 
Richard,  600,  602 
Samuel,  32  • 

Seth,  Capt.,  35,  36,  186  -  188 
Solomon,  600 
Submit  (Mitte),  602 

NILES,  Gene,  906 
Louville  V.,  831,  906 
Susan  M.  Brewer,  831 

NOEL,  Eva  L.  Mitchell,  1027 
Wilbur,  1027 

NORRIS,  Laura  E.,  1027 

NORTHRUP,  Kate,  826 

NUNAN,  Arthur  W.,  1039 
Clara  Fifield,  1039 
Doris,  1039 
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Elisha  Freeman,  1039 
Florence  E.,  1039 
Lina  B.  Onthank,  1039 

OBERLIES,  Annabel  Onthank,  1143 
Gloria  Susan,  1143 
Jacob  Lamar,  1143 
Jacob  Lamar,  Jr.,  1143 
Martena  F.  Hides,  1143 
Robert  Scott,  1143 
Roger  Lee,  1143 

ONTHANK,  Abbie  K.,  605 
Ada  Almira,  834,  978 
Adelaide  Augusta  Stevenson,  975 
Adeline  N.,  718,  840 
Alanson  S.,  806,  909 
Albert  Alonzo,  834,  981 
Albert  Simonds,  981,  1041 
Albert  W.,  815,  936 
Alice  (1881),  955,  1021 
Alice  (1954),  192 
Alice  Maud,  x,  xi,  828,  960 
Alice  Rose,  1023,  1120 
Alma  Viola,  957,  1028 
Almira  Morrill,  834,  982 
Almira  Susan  Morrill,  834 
Alonzo  Samuel,  717,  834 
Alphonso  Daniel,  833,  975 
Althea  Schaeffer,  992 
Alton  William,  ix,  x,  824,  953,  190 
Alvira  Lorana,  714,  821 
Andrew,  933,  1015 
Angelo,  830,  964 
Ann  Bucknam  Crosby,  1212 
Anna  E.,  937 
Annabel,  1033,  1143 
Annabel  Genevieve  McDermott,  970, 
981 

Anne  Eliza  Williams,  815 

Ares  Mellon,  816,  822,  939 

Arthur  D.,  822,  952 

Arthur  Heath,  970,  1033 

Arthur  Nahum  Ball,  x,  830,  970,  981 

Barbara  (1700),  24 

Barbara  (1725),  25  -  27,  602,  712 

Barbara  Adelaide,  1040,  1155 

Barbara  Lee,  1037,  1150 

Beatrice  June,  1017,  1112 


NOTE — Page  numbers  are  in  bold  type;  section  numbers  are  in  regular  type. 


■ 


INDEX 


203 


ONTHANK  (Continued) 

Beatrice  Lillian  Collieson,  1153 
Benjamin,  36,  37,  605 
Bertha  Jean  McGarey,  xi,  1154 
Bertha  Kneari  923 
Blanche  E.,  932,  1014 
Camilla  Haight  Wells,  1036 
Carol  Hautman,  1005 
Caroline  C.  Currie,  986 
Caroline  Heath  Clancey,  830 
Caroline  Lena,  830,  871 
Carrie  A.  Burnham,  806 
Carrie  Augusta  (1872),  932,  1012 
Carrie  Maria,  809,  917 
Catherine,  842,  997 
Catherine  Abigail,  714,  817 
Catherine  Lillian,  1125,  1207 
Catherine  Miller,  714 
Cecelia  A.,  192 
Charles  (1848),  806,  908 
Charles  (1858),  819,  946 
Charles  Albro,  819,  942 
Charles  Alton,  1023,  1123 
Charles  D.,  833,  974 
Charles  Francis  (1860),  842,  991 
Charles  Francis  (1883),  988,  1047 
Charles  Franklin,  975,  1C40 
Charles  Franklin,  Jr.,  1040,  1153 
Charles  Franklin  III.,  1153,  1212 
Charles  Halsey,  825,  957 
Charles  Henry  (1853),  804,  906 
Charles  Henry  Bernard,  1125,  1206 
Charles  Henry  Halsey,  1026,  1125 
Charles  Henry  Kcbinson,  957,  1026 
Charles  Ulysses,  193 
Charles  Washington,  x,  715,  825,  828 
Charles  William,  1122,  1205 
Charlotte  Leota,  907,  1003 
Charlotte  Sophia,  804,  905 
Charlotte  Wilma,  910,  1004 
Christopher,  x,  xi,  6  •  8,  11  -  25,  27, 
169,  170,  174,  177  -  182,  189 
Clara  Lorene,  815  935 
Clarissa,  700,  803 
Cleora  Douglas  Everett,  1041 
Clifford  Avison,  809,  917,  923 
Clifford  Avison,  Jr.,  923,  1005 
Clifford  Avison  III.,  1005,  1103 
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Curtis,  602,  718 
Curtis  Heath,  972,  1036 
Curtis  Heath,  Jr.,  1036,  1148 
Daniel  Gregory  (1808),  710,  813 
Daniel  Gregory  (1828),  717,  833 
Darlene  May,  1122,  1203 
Darlene  Wahlsien,  1122 
David  Edward,  1125,  1207  -  1 
Dexter  Daniel,  714,  822,  939 
Diane  Leslie,  1212,  1300 
Dolly  How,  702,  809 
Donald  Edward,  1026,  1126 
Donald  Edward,  Jr.,  1126,  1208 
Donald  George,  953,  1019 
Donald  William,  1019,  1118 
Dora  C.,  192 
Doris  Elaine,  1019,  1116 
Doris  Marie,  1031,  1141 
Dorothea,  872,  1034 
Dorothy,  1035,  1145 
Dorothy  Dunbar,  1040,  1156 
Dorothy  Faye  Smith,  1031 
Dorothy  Jacobson,  1030 
Edith  Ann,  1018,  1115 
Edith  Darline,  1029,  1130 
Edith  Spease,  1029 
Edna  Philineda,  929,  1009 
Edward,  192 

Edward  Wiley,  957,  1029 
Edwin  Hobart,  819,  941 
Eleanor  Jeanne,  1002,  1100 
Elisabeth  (1726),  30  -  32,  35 
Elisabeth  (1759),  32,  37,  603 
Elizabeth  (1777),  601,  706,  806 
Elizabeth  (1794),  600,  704 
Elizabeth  Crampton  Buell,  953 
Elizabeth  Emmons  Converse,  1032 
Elizabeth  Newton,  600 
Elizabeth  Tucker,  812 
Ellie  Rebecca  Watson,  910 
Ellsworth  Daniel,  932,  1011 
Elmer  Alonzo,  830,  972 
Elmer  Alonzo,  Jr.,  972,  1037 
Elmer  Alonzo  III.,  1037,  1152 
Elsie  Mae,  xi,  1029,  1129 
Elsie  Mahler  Steinbeck,  1031 
Elvira  Augusta,  819,  944 
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Emma  (1856),  819,  945 

Emma  Adelaide  Sanderson,  1040 

Emma  Amelia,  812,  928 

Emma  Ellsworth,  806,  912 

Emma  Hatzel  Bleile,  1008 

Emma  I.  (1851),  802,  901 

Emma  Louisa,  809,  914 

Emma  Mabelle,  822,  950 

Emma  Samantha  Hart,  929 

Emerson,  602,  714 

Emerson  Newton,  714,  815 

Emily  Frances  Bowditch,  907 

Emmeline  Mahalia  Fogg,  834,  979 

Ernest  W.,  809,  921 

Ethel  M.,  192 

Eugene  (1847),  830,  963 

Eugene  F.,  809,  913 

Eunice,  700,  800 

Eunice  F.  Amsden,  700 

Eva  L.  975,  1038 

Evelyn,  999 

Evelyn  Louise  Swearengin,  1126 

Fayette  Lake,  824,  956 

Florence  Lucille,  957,  1024 

Floyd  Charles,  1023,  1122 

Forest  A.,  605,  725 

Francis  (1901),  192 

Francis  Augustus  I.  (1823),  714,  818 

Francis  Augustus  II.  (1827),  714,  820 

Francis  Augustus  (1846),  819,  940 

Francis  Irene,  1029,  1135 

Frank  Joseph,  947,  1017 

Frank  Joseph,  Jr.,  1017,  1107 

Fred  Samuel,  839,  986 

Freddie,  809,  918 

Frederick  Augustus  (1864),  842,  993, 

190 

Frederick  Augustus  (1875),  966,  1032 
Frederick  Elmer,  929,  1008 
Frederick  Robert,  993,  1058 
Frederick  Winslow,  702,  809 
Gail  Ann,  1105,  1200 
Genevieve  Arlanzy,  988,  1048 
Genevieve  Louisa,  822,  951 
George  (1700),  23  -  26,  27 
George  Arthur,  842,  988 
George  Emerson,  815,  932 
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George  Henry  (1829),  715,  825,  828, 

192 

George  Henry  (1831),  722,  842 
George  Henry  (1845),  813,  929 
George  Herbert,  929,  1010 
George  Waldo,  824,  954 
George  Washington,  809,  919 
George  Woods,  957,  1031 
George  Woods,  Jr.,  1031,  1139 
Georgia  Rose,  1029,  1131 
Georgiana  Morgiana,  830,  973 
Gerald  Francis,  1017,  1110 
Gloria  Viola  DeLong,  1033 
Grace,  1056 

Grace  Bandini  Pierce,  972 

Grace  Emma  Holman,  1058 

Grace  Isabella,  957,  1027 

Grace  M.,  932,  1013 

Grade  E.,  822,  949 

Gracie  Maude,  809,  920 

Gregory,  710,  811 

Gulielmus  I.,  602,  721 

Gulielmus  II.,  602,  722 

Gussy  Barr,  900 

Hannah  Cutting,  722 

Harriet  A.  Miller,  819 

Harriet  C.  Harris,  955 

Harriet  Dionne,  988 

Harriet  Eilen,  715,  827 

Harriet  Louise,  806,  911 

Harriett  Louise  Eichhorn,  1136 

Harriet  Mullen  Fay,  806 

Harry  Algiere,  815,  934,  937 

Hattie  June,  1023,  1124 

Helen  McDonald,  828 

Henry  (1530),  5 

Hester  A.,  192 

Howard  James,  802,  900 

Ida  Eldora,  819,  947 

Irene  Mary,  991,  1052 

Isabella  Derbyshire  Woods,  825 

Isabella  Liggitte  Kinloch,  907 

James  (1753),  30,  32,  33,  36,  37, 

600,  186,  187 
James  (1790),  600,  703 
James  Barrett,  1154,  1214 
James  Frederick  (1904),  1040,  1154 
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James  Frederick  (1946),  1105,  1201 
James  Lincoln,  815,  933,  939 
James  Richard,  1136,  1210 
Jane  A.  Allen,  819 
Jane  Jarvis,  35 
Jane  Lelia  Simonds,  981 
Janet  Frazier,  1157,  1217 
Janet  Irene,  1019,  1117 
Janice  Merry,  1031,  1140 
Jeduthan,  600,  700 
Jessie  Mabel,  809,  922 
Joan  Antonia  DeMino,  1118 
Joel,  602,  710,  711 
Joel  Newton,  710,  814 
John  (1779),  601,  707 
John  (1898),  192 
John  A.  (1925),  192 
John  Almy,  23,  24,  25 
John  Bonties,  1035,  1144 
John  Collieson,  1153,  1213 
John  Dalton  I.,  842,  989 
John  Dalton  II.,  842,  996 
John  Dalton  III.,  842,  998 
John  Francis,  993,  1056 
John  James,  700,  802 
John  Joseph  Dalton,  991,  1053 
John  Scott,  1213,  1301 
John  Wade  (1901),  192 
Jonas  Russell,  702,  807 
Joseph  (1755),  31,  33,  36,  37,  601, 
187 

Joseph  (1866),  192 
Joseph  James,  842,  999 
Joseph  L.,  192 

Joseph  Mellon,  714,  816,  822,  939 
Joshua,  192 

Judith  Ann  Howse,  1144 
Judith  Jean,  1154,  1216 
Julia  Ann  Alvira,  605,  724 
Julia  Ann  Moore,  605 
Julia  F.  Curran,  991 
Julia  Frances,  812,  926 
Karen  Elizabeth,  1118,  1203 
Karl  William,  xi,  953,  1018 
Katherine,  1035,  1146 
Kathryn,  988,  1049 
Kathryn  Malloy,  987 
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Kollene  Kay  Kearney,  1123 

Laura  Jane  Tracy,  809 

Leon,  830,  968 

Levina,  600,  701 

Libbie  Lorean  Pentzer,  1026 

Lilia  Mary,  802,  904 

Lillian,  830,  967 

Lillian  Elizabeth  Frazier,  1157 

Lillian  Marie,  957,  1025 

Lina  Barrett,  975,  1039 

Lina  Louise,  833,  977 

Lois,  1018,  1114 

Lora  A.,  192 

Loren  Earl,  929,  1007 

Loren  Elmer,  1008,  1105 

Louise  Margaret,  988,  1045 

Lovel,  602,  715 

Lucetta  B.  Roberts,  829 

Lucetta  M.  Rugg,  816 

Lucinia  Anne,  812,  925 

Lucretia  How,  708 

Lucy  (1786),  601,  709 

Lucy  Amsden,  601 

Lucy  Brown,  802 

Lucy  J.  Fish,  939 

Lulu  May,  900,  1000 

Lydia  (1783),  602,  711 

Lydia  Ann,  717,  835 

Lydia  Ann  Brigham,  830 

Lydia  Bush,  813 

Lydia  Fisk  Brewer,  804 

Lydia  Mellen,  602,  605 

Lynda  Pierce,  1037,  1151 

Lynn,  192 

Mabel  H.,  929,  1006 

Mabel  Rose,  954,  1020 

Madeline  Elizabeth,  1017,  1109 

Mae  Campbell,  1026 

Marcia  Jane,  1153,  1211 

Margaret  (1850),  192 

Margaret  Ann,  1005,  1104 

Margaret  Eleanor  Thompson,  1002.. 

Margaret  Ellen,  842,  995 

Margaret  Gallagher,  990 

Margaret  Jane  Hanrahan,  993 

Margaret  June,  1053,  1159 

Margaret  Nellie,  1023,  1119 
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Margaret  Scott,  1213 
Margery  Maye  (1530),  5,  6 
Maria  Mandana  Burton,  954 
Maria  Theresa,  1053,  1158 
Marie,  991,  1051 
Marie  Abel,  1010 
Marion  Irene,  937,  1016 
Marion  Paul,  1030,  1136 
Marjorie  Dawson  Fling,  1033 
Marta  Belle,  825,  958 
Martha  Ann  Crouch,  815,  934 
Martha  Henrietta  Durant,  906 
Martha  L.  K.  Franklin,  1105 
Mary  (1645),  14,  19,  21  -  24,  182 
Mary  (1798),  600,  705 
Mary  (1813),  700,  801 
Mary  Agnes,  842,  994 
Mary  Ann  Bryant,  718 
Mary  Ann  Dalton,  842 
Mary  Ann  Gault,  839 
Mary  Beatrice  Fox,  1017 
Mary  Darleen  Williams,  1125 
Mary  Delia  Crockett,  937 
Mary  Doris,  1029,  1133 
Mary  E.,  829,  961 
Mary  Elizabeth  (1837),  717,  836 
Mary  Elizabeth  (1860),  834,  980 
Mary  Elizabeth  (1895),  981,  1042 
Mary  Elizabeth  (1918),  1018,  1113 
Mary  Ella,  839,  985 
Mary  Ella,  986,  1043 
Mary  Ellen  (1843),  816,  938 
Mary  Ellen  (1877),  988,  1044 
Mary  Emeline,  822 
Mary  Jane  (1835),  812,  927 
Mary  Jane  (1859),  809,  915 
Mary  Jane  (1863),  819,  948 
Mary  Jones,  816 
Mary  L.  Reardon,  966 
Maude,  192 
Maude  L.  Lyons,  1026 
Maxine  Rose,  1030,  1137 
Merab  Almira  Parker,  715 
Merab  Maria,  715,  826 
Michael  Edward,  842,  987 
Michael  Lee,  1005,  1101 
Mitte,  602,  716 
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Mildred  Elizabeth,  1029,  1128 

Mildred  Marie,  1017,  1108 

Mollie  LaVerna,  1029,  1132 

Moses  M.,  714,  819 

Nabby,  602,  719 

Nahum  Ball,  x,  717,  830 

Nancy  Bonties  Fuller,  1035 

Nancy  Flagg,  710,  711 

Nancy  Spalding,  1154,  1215 

Naomi  Moulton  Morrill,  833 

Nellie,  992,  1054 

Nellie  Gertrude,  802,  903 

Nellie  Margaret  Gilmore,  1023 

Nellie  May,  828,  959 

Nettie  Mary  Winsor,  933 

Nora  Jackson,  972 

Nora  Margaret  Bernadette,  993,  1057 

Norma  Eleanor,  1008,  1106 

Norman  Joseph,  1017,  1111 

Olive  May  Phipps,  1029 

Olive  Parker,  708,  810 

Otis  Brigham,  830,  966 

Paul  Halsey,  1030,  1138 

Paul  Level,  957,  1030 

Paul  Sanderson,  1040,  1157 

Paul  Sanderson,  Jr.,  1157,  1218 

Phineas  E.,  717,  832 

Pierce,  972,  1035 

Prescott  W.,  819,  943 

Richard  Elmus  Lawrence,  842,  992 

Robert,  192 

Robert  Fessenden,  1037,  1149 
Robert  Joseph,  192 
Robert  Milton,  xi,  1058,  1160 
Roberta,  1031,  1142 
Rosannah  Brown,  824 
Rose  Eunice,  955,  1022 
Rose  Marie,  1122,  1204 
Rose  Rosen,  1053 
Ruby,  992,  1055 
Ruth  (1765),  32,  37,  604 
Ruth  Curtis,  25,  27,  32 
Ruth  McLaren,  1018 
Ruth  Philomena,  988,  1050 
Ruth  Potter  Fessenden,  1037 
Sabra,  602,  713 
Sadie  J.  Knowlton,  809 
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Sally  (1801),  602,  720 
Sally  Danforth  Hayward,  717 
Sally  Mae  Bowyer,  1153 
Sally  Phillips,  36,  37 
Samuel,  192 

Samuel  Brown,  824,  955 
Samuel  Green,  718,  839 
Samuel  William,  1023,  1121 
Sarah  A.  Chick,  932 
Sarah  E.  (1830),  812,  924 
Sarah  Elizabeth,  829,  962 
Sarah  H.  Grant,  838 
Sarah  Jane  (1835),  714,  823 
Sarah  Jane  (1847),  815,  931 
Sarah  W.  Maynard,  600 
Stillman,  601,  708 
Submit  (Mitte),  Newton,  602,  804 
Sullivan  Fay,  702,  804 
Susan  (1824),  717,  815,  831,  906 
Susan  Forbes  Ball,  717 
Susan  Sophia,  815,  930 
Susan  Woodbury,  809,  916 
Susanna,  14,  19  -  22,  24,  180  -  182 
Suzan  Kay,  1126,  1209 
Thankful  Sally,  36,  37,  606 
Timothy  C.,  1005,  1102 
Vera  Taylor,  1019 
Viola  Grace,  1029,  1134 
Viola  Robinson,  957 
Virginia  Wells,  1036,  1147 
Vita  Piscoitto,  1053 
Vivian  Faye,  1026,  1127 
Vivian  Mae  Poots,  1030 
William  (1575),  7 
William,  Sr.,  25  -  37,  185,  186 
William,  Jr.,  31,  33,  36,  37,  602,  605 
804,  187  -  188 

William  (1788)  600,  700,  702 
William  (1855),  833,  976 
William,  192 

William  Alanson,  806,  910 
William  B.,  830,  969 
William  Bainbridge,  717,  829  831,  833 
William  Curtis,  718,  837 
William  Davis  (1804),  710,  812 
William  Davis  (1826),  715,  824 
William  Elliot,  955,  1023 
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William  Elmus,  722,  841 
William  Forrest,  804,  907 
William  Harrison,  702,  806 
Willian  Henry  (1825),  718,  838 
William  Henry  (1857),  842,  990 
William  Henry  (1881),  988,  1046 
William  Henry  (1890),  907,  1002 
William  Martin,  900,  1001 
William  Newton,  602,  717 
Wilna-Jane,  1058,  1161 
Winona  Swazey  Hunt,  993 

OXTON,  Susanna,  181 

PARKER,  Allen,  715 
Isaac,  715 
Jonas,  33 

Merab  Almira,  715 
Timothy,  715 
PAUL,  Alice  Jean,  960 
Alice  Maud,  960 
David,  960 
Donald,  960 
Edwin  Geary,  960 
Edwin  Onthank,  960 
Laura  Christine,  960 
Rebecca  Workman,  960 
PAWLUS,  Joan  M.  Clark,  1106 
Walter  F.,  Jr.,  1106 
PEASE,  Dolly  Onthank,  702 
Elizabeth,  702 
John,  702 
John  G.,  702,  809 
Mary  Jane,  702 
PENTZER,  Libbie  Lorean,  1026 
PHILIP,  King,  19 
PHILLIPS,  Sally,  36 
PHIPPS,  Fannie,  1029 
John,  1029 
Olive  May,  1029 
PIERCE,  Grace  Bandini,  972 
Josiah,  972 
Mary  Stearns,  972 
PISCOITTO,  Vita,  1053 
POINDEXTER,  Abbie,  724 
Ed.  F.,  724 

Julia  Ann  Onthank,  724 
William  E.,  724 
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POOTS,  Ethyl  L.  Fleener,  1030 
Robert  J  ,  1030 
Vivian  Mae,  1030 
PRENTICE,  Henry  Solomon,  716 
Mitte  Onthank,  716 
Solomon,  716 

QUINT,  Susan  W.  Onthank,  916 
William,  916 

RACHEL,  Lillian  L.  Kimball,  1025 
Sherman,  1025 
REARDON,  Mary  L.,  966 
REYNOLDS,  Mary  E.  Onthank,  836 
Walter  S.,  836 
RICE,  Asa,  Capt.,  186 
Baxter,  919 

George  Washington,  919 
RICHARDS,  Camilla  W.  Onthank,  1036 
Francis  Moore,  1036 
RICHARDSON,  Lydia  Ann  Onthank, 
835 

RIDLEY,  Bishop,  5,  171 
ROBBINS,  Kathryn,  1050 
J.  Walker,  1050 
J.  Walker,  Jr.,  1050 
Phyllis,  1050 
Robert,  1050 
Ruth  P.  Onthank,  1050 
ROBERTS,  Lucetta  B.,  829,  833 
Thomas,  179,  180 
ROBINSON,  Viola,  957 
ROGERS,  Emeline,  950 
Emma  E.  Onthank,  912 
Emma  M.  Onthank,  950 
Frederick  P.,  912 
Thomas,  950 
Thomas,  Jr.,  950 
de  ROS,  Robert  of  Hamlake,  5 
ROSEN,  Rose,  1053 
RUGG,  Charles,  816 
Lucetta,  816 
Lucinda,  816 
RUGGLES,  Thomas,  32 
Timothy,  Brig.  Gen.,  185 
RUSSELL,  Frank,  827 
George  Baltimore,  720 
Harriet  E.  Onthank,  827 
Joel,  827 

Sally  Onthank,  720 
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“SALEM  WITCH,”  72 

SANDERSON,  Emma  Adelaide,  1040 
Emma  Jane  Dunbar,  1040 
James,  1040 

SANGER,  Abigail,  709 
Adonijah,  709 
Betsey  Mari,  709 
Joseph  Onthank,  709 
Laura  Ann,  709 
Levi  Hervey,  709 
Lucy  Ann,  709 
Lucy  Onthank,  709 
Lydia  Eliza,  709 

SAUNDERS,  Betty  Jo,  1132 
James  Eugene,  1132 
Mollie  L.  Onthank,  1132 
Richard,  1132 

SAVILL-ONLEY,  Judith  Sarah,  168  .. 

SAVINO,  Sandra  H.  Clark,  1106 
Phillip,  1106 

SAWYER,  Manasseh,  Capt.,  185,  187 
SCHAEFFER,  Althea,  992 
SCOTT,  Margaret,  1213 
SETTELE,  Charles  Nicholas,  973 
Georgiana  M.  Onthank,  973,  1160 
Karl  Onthank,  973 
Marion  L.  Easton,  973 
Verna  Carolyn,  973 
SHAW,  Helen  A.  Onthank,  959 
Stuart,  959 
SHAYS,  Daniel,  36 
SHERMAN,  Erwin  C.,  1057 
Margaret  B.  Onthank,  1057 
SILVESTER,  Mary,  25 
SIMONDS,  Jane  Lelia,  981 
SMITH,  Calvin,  Col.,  188 
Dorothy  Faye,  1031 
John  Kilby,  Capt.,  188 
SPEASE,  Edith,  1029 
STAFFORD,  Thomas,  178 
STARK,  General  John,  35 
STEINBECK,  Elsie  Mahler,  1031 
Roberta,  1031 
STERNBERG,  Mary,  971 
STEVENSON,  Adelaide  Augusta,  975 
Charles,  975 
Honora  Roche,  975 
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STOWELL,  Austin  L.,  971 
Doris  Hillery,  971 
SUMNER,  Ebenezer,  602,  605 
Lydia  Onthank,  602,  605 
SUND,  Faye  Onthank,  1127 
Ray,  1127 
Sidney  M.,  1127 

SWEARENGIN,  Evelyn  Louise,  1126 

TAYLOR,  Vera,  1019 
THOMAS,  Andrew  B.,  903 
Andrew  James,  903 
Belinda  M.  Cooley,  903 
Charlotte  Grady,  903 
Lauren  Garfield,  903 
Mabel  Louise,  903 
Nellie  G.  Onthank,  903 
Theresa  W.  Gustafson,  903 
Viola  Antoinette,  903 
THOMPSON,  Edward,  1002 
Margaret  Eleanor,  1002 
TODD,  Walter,  178 
TOUR,  Edith  A.  Onthank,  1115 
Sylvain  Louis,  1115 
TOWNSEND,  Hend,  178 
Thomas,  22 
TRACY,  Abigail,  809 
Laura  Jane,  809 
Otis,  809 

TROWBRIDGE,  James  N.,  711 
TUCKER,  Elizabeth,  812 

deUNTHANC,  John,  4,  165 
William,  3,  4,  165,  166 
UNTHANK,  Alan  (1300),  4,  166 
Albert,  190 
Alice,  190 
Alvah  H.,  190 
Ann  (1706),  167 
Ann  (172-),  167 
Ann  (1740),  189 
Anna  Britton,  190 
Anne  May  (1783),  168 
Anthony,  7 
Caroline,  191 
Charles  R.,  190 
Christopher  (1573),  7 
Christerpher  (1677),  7 

NOTE  — 


UNTHANK  (Continued) 
Christopher  (1777),  7 
Clement  William,  168 
Clement  William  Joseph,  168 
Edward,  167 
Elizabeth  (1706),  167 
Elizabeth  (172-),  167 
Emma  M.,  191 
Florence,  190 
George,  172 
George  J.,  190 
George  Ralph,  189 
Gilbert  (1300),  4,  166 
Henry  (1613),  6 
Henry  (1677),  7 
Henry  (1715),  167 
Herbert  William,  191 
Hugh  of,  4,  166 
Isabel,  7 
James  (1426),  5 
James  (1732),  172 
James  B.,  190 
Jane  Forster,  167 
Jane  Hall,  166 
Jasper  A.,  191 
John  de  (1292),  5 
John  (1300),  4,  166 
John  (1428),  5 
John  (1523),  166 
John  (1659),  166,  167 
John  (1741),  189,  190 
John  (1847),  172 
John  Allen,  190 
John  Salusbury,  168 
Jonathan,  190 
Joseph  (1740),  189,  190 
Joseph  (c.  1800),  190 
Judith  Sarah  Savill-Onley,  168 
Laurence,  5 
Margaret  (1575),  7 
Margaret  Beatrice,  168 
Margery,  6 
Mary  (172-),  167 
Mary  Anne  Muskett,  168 
Minnie,  191 
Morice,  5 
Oliver  Nixon,  191 
Pleasant  (1804),  190 
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UNTHANK  (Continued) 

Pleasant,  190 
Rachel,  190 
Rebecca  (1706),  167 
Richard  De  (1292),  5 
Robert  (1427),  166 
Robert  (1663),  166,  167 
Robert  (1718),  167 
Roger  De,  4,  166 
Roger  (1290),  166 
Sarah  Ann  Pitts,  190 
Simon  De,  5 

Thomas  of  (1300),  4,  166 
Thomas  (1400),  5 
Thomas  (1586),  166 
Thomas  (1628),  166 
Thomas  (1706),  167 
Thomas  (1712),  167 
William  (1613),  6 
William  (1639),  166,  167 
William  (1721),  167,  168 
William  Jr.,  168 
William  (1826),  190 
William  A.,  190 
William  H.,  190 

UNTHANK / ONTHANK ,  Barbara 
(1700),  24 

Christopher,  x,  xi,  6  -  8,  11  *  25,  27, 
169,  170,  174,  177  •  182,  189 
George  (1700),  23  -  27 
John  Almy,  23  -  25 
Mary,  14,  19,  21  -  24,  182 
Ruth  Curtis,  25  -  27 
Susanna,  14,  19  -  22,  24,  180  -  182 

VAN  GORP,  Daniel  Wayne,  1129 
Delmer,  1129 
Dolores  Marie,  1129 
Elsie  Mae  Onthank,  1129 
Joyce  Irene,  1129 

VAN  HORN,  Helen  A.  Onthank,  959 
Ralph,  959 

VAN  WYK,  Doris  E.  Onthank,  1116 
Florence  L.  Onthank,  1024 
Frances  Kooistra,  1024 
Janice,  1116 
John  Stephen,  1116 


Lucille,  1024 
Vera  Maxine,  1024 
Wilburn  Halsey,  1024 
William,  1024 
William  J.,  1116 

VANE,  Sir  Francis  Fletcher,  5 
Sir  Henry,  5,  173 
Hon.  W.  M.  F.,  173 

deVESEY,  Sir  William,  4,  165 

VIEBERTS,  Hannah  Clark,  829 
John,  829 

VINCENT,  Pauline,  1045 

WAHLSIEN,  Darlene,  1122 

WAIT,  Barbara  Onthank,  26,  35 
Benjamin,  26,  35 
Samuel,  Jr.,  35 

WALKER,  Hazel,  959 
WARD,  Gen.  Artemus,  34 
Col.  Jonathan,  34,  600,  602,  185  •  187 
WARNER,  John,  181 
Priscilla  Holliman,  181 
WARWICK,  Earl  of,  17 
WASHINGTON,  George,  34 
WATERHOUSE,  Elizabeth  Crofut,  980 
George,  980 

WATSON,  Ellie  Rebecca,  910 
George  W.,  910 
Mary  Whittemore,  910 
WEBBER,  Edward  E.,  914 
Emma  L.  Onthank,  914 
WELLS,  Camilla  Haight,  1036 
WEST,  Herbert,  1057 
Margaret  B.  Onthank,  1057 
WHIPPLE,  Benjamin,  947 
Ida  E.  Onthank,  947 
WHITE,  Caroline  H.  Clancey,  830 
Dorothea  Onthank,  1034 
Robert,  1034 
Rufus  T.,  830 

WHITING,  Barbara  Adelaide,  1156 
Dorothy  D.  Onthank,  1156 
Richard  Dearborn,  1156 
Wayne  Osgood,  1156 
WHITNEY,  Mary  A.,  711 
WICKENDEN,  William,  14,  177 
WIGGLESWORTH,  Col.  Edward,  188 
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WILLIAMS,  Col.  Abram,  30,  185 
Anne  Eliza,  815 
Barbara  Onthank,  712 
Lincoln,  815 
March  Church,  712 
Mary  Darleen,  1125 
Robert,.  14,  177,  179 
Roger,  12-15,  177 
Sally,  712 
Sarah  Drury,  712 
Stephen,  712 
Susan  Amsden,  815 
William,  712 
William,  Jr.,  712 

WILLIAM  THE  LION,  King,  5 

WILSON,  Andrew,  817 
Catherine  A.  Onthank,  817 
George  D.,  817 
Gilbert  D.,  817 
Sally  Bigilow,  817 


WINSHIP,  Mary,  30 
WINSOR,  Harriet  Perkins*  933 
Joshua,  180 
Nettie  Mary,  933 
William,  933 

WOODBURY,  Peter,  Capt.,  186,  187 
WOODS,  Isabella  Derbyshire,  825,  958 
WOOSTER,  Carol  Hayward,  959 
Hazel  Walker,  959 
Helen  Alice,  959 
Mallery  Onthank,  959 
Nellie  M.  Onthank,  959 
Paul  Bassett,  959 
Walter  Mallery,  959 

YORK,  Alice  R.  Onthank,  1120 
David  Michael,  1120 
Dennis  Maxwell,  1120 
John  Maxwell,  1120 
Sandra  Kathleen,  1120 

YOUNGBERG,  Carl,  1028 
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Christopher  Onthank’s  Earmark 


Foreword 


This  Supplement  Number  One  to  the  book,  “The 
Onthank  Family,”  as  well  as  others  to  come  in  the  future,  will 
comprise  an  effort  to  keep  the  published  records  of  that  Family 
up-to-date.  The  information  reported  is  intentionally  of  a  wider 
scope,  and  sometimes  of  a  more  personal  nature,  than  was  con¬ 
tained  in  the  History,  reflecting  the  fact  that  news  on  living  persons 
and  within  a  limited  period  is  likely  to  be  more  subjective. 

Statistically,  the  Family  has  grown  in  this  period,  with  five  births 
and  only  one  death  in  the  immediate  Onthank  Family.  There  have 
also  been  four  births  and  one  death  among  the  “ex-Onthanks,” 
that  is  among  the  families  of  married  women  who  were  born  with 
the  Onthank  name. 

The  numbering  system  for  individuals  follows  that  in  the  book, 
except  for  the  12th  and  13th  generations,  whose  members  have 
been  increasing. 

This  Supplement  is  not  as  complete  as  desired  because  the  appeal 
for  the  necessary  data  from  Family  members  met  with  an  in¬ 
adequate  response.  It  is  hoped  that  more  members  will  answer  the 
request  in  future  years  after  having  seen  the  result  herein  of  the 
first  inquiry. 


ARTHUR  HEATH  ONTHANK. 

Fairfax,  Virginia. 

January  1960 
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COVERING  THE  PERIOD 

OCTOBER  1958  THROUGH  DECEMBER  1959 

971  -  2.  Austin  L.  Stowell,  husband  of  Doris  Carolyn  Hillery 
Stowell,  was  promoted  in  January  1959  from  Chief  Engineer  in 
charge  of  Product  Development  to  Director  of  Research  of  the 
Stanley  Tools  Division  of  The  Stanley  Works,  New  Britain,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  with  which  he  has  been  connected  since  1921. 

1018.  Karl  William  Onthank  was  honored  by  the  University  of 
Oregon  for  his  fifty  years  of  service  there  as  a  student  and  an 
administrator,  by  the  declaration  of  November  21,  1959  as  “Karl 
Onthank  Day.”  He  was  also  honored  by  The  Friars,  senior  men’s 
honorary  society,  by  presentation  to  him  of  a  Friar’s  scroll.  Other 
tangible  results  were  a  trip  to  Hawaii  and  a  portrait  to  be  painted 
of  himself  to  be  hung  on  the  University  walls.  His  duties  with  the 
Oregon  Water  Resources  Board,  as  well  as  with  other  outdoor 
recreation  conservation  clubs,  have  made  Karl’s  “retirement”  a 
very  active  one. 

1019.  Donald  George  Onthank,  member  .since  1917  of  the 
Mazama,  mountain  climbing  club  of  Oregon,  is  now  an  Honorary 
Member,  in  view  of  his  long  service  and  his  many  Club  positions 
and  honors.  He  participated  in  planting  the  Oregon  Centennial 
flag  at  the  summit  of  Mount  Hood  in  July  1959,  having  already 
had  more  than  a  dozen  climbs  of  that  peak  to  his  credit.  Later  in 
the  summer  he  climbed  Glacier  Peak,  the  highest  in  Montana, 
barely  escaping  the  earthquake  in  that  area. 

1020.  Mabel  Rose  Onthank  Lines  and  Willard  Lines  are  continu¬ 
ing  their  musical  and  concert  work  in  churches  and  other  organiza¬ 
tions  near  their  home  at  Winter  Haven,  Florida.  They  spend  the 
summer  months  at  Jefferson,  New  Hampshire. 
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1022.  Charles  F.  Hair,  husband  of  Rose  Eunice  Onthank  Hair, 
died  on  September  28,  1959,  while  on  a  hunting  trip  near  Alturus, 
California.  Rose  continues  to  live  at  her  home  in  Ukiah,  California. 

1025.  Lillian  Marie  Onthank  Kimball  has  been  in  the  hospital 
most  of  the  time  since  June  1959  because  of  a  serious  hip  operation 
complicated  by  a  heart  attack.  She  hoped  to  be  at  home  again  in 
December. 

1028.  Alma  Viola  Onthank  Youngberg  and  her  husband,  Carl, 
have  moved  to  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  where  they  have  become  owners 
and  operators  of  the  Davis  Paint  Store. 

1033.  Arthur  Heath  Onthank  was  reappointed  to  the  Fairfax 
County  (Va.)  Civil  Service  Commission  for  a  four  year  term  in 
July  1959.  In  May,  he  was  elected  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Council  of  the  National  Capital  Area,  and  was 
also  appointed  as  chairman  of  its  Personnel  Classification  Com¬ 
mittee.  His  new  address:  506  Prosperity  Ave.,  Fairfax,  Virginia 
(same  home;  new  street  address). 

1037.  Elmer  Alonzo  Onthank,  Jr.  has  been  appointed  manager 
of  the  New  York  Office  of  the  International  Hotel  Supply  Company, 
a  subsidiary  of  the  Sheraton  Hotel  Corporation. 

1042-  7.  Mary  Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Macleod,  daughter  of  Mary 
Elizabeth  Onthank  and  William  T.  Macleod,  was  married  in  August 
1959  to  Harry  Bicksler,  of  Oakton,  Virginia.  They  are  living  on  the 
Jermantown  Road,  Fairfax,  Virginia. 

1057.  Margaret  Onthank  Sherman  has  been  actively  continuing 
her  wrork  in  oil  paintings,  having  been  commissioned  to  do  a  large 
marine  scene.  Her  new  address:  1631  Linda  Rosa,  Los  Angeles  41, 
California. 

1058.  Grace  Emma  Holman  Onthank,  wife  of  Frederick  Robert 
Onthank,  died  in  Glendale,  California  on  June  7,  1959.  Fred’s  new 
address:  1233  East  Wilson,  Glendale  3,  California. 

1100-5.  Charles  Francis  Hamel,  Jr.,  fourth  son  and  fifth  child 
of  Eleanor  Jeanne  Onthank  and  Charles  Francis  Hamel,  was  born 
on  July  31,  1959  at  Southboro,  Massachusetts. 
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1113.  Mortimer  A.  Heinrich,  husband  of  Mary  Elizabeth  (Betty) 
Onthank  Heinrich,  has  been  appointed  as  Assistant  Cashier  and 
manager  of  the  foreign  department  of  the  Bank  of  Hawaii,  Honolulu. 
They  have  moved  to  a  new  home  in  the  Manoa  Valley  of  Honolulu, 
at  3159  Oahu  Avenue. 

1114  -  5.  Ellen  Elizabeth  Mates,  fourth  daughter  and  fifth  child 
of  Lois  Onthank  and  John  Richard  Benson  Mates,  was  born  on 
September  12,  1959  at  Berkeley,  California. 

1118.  Donald  William  Onthank  has  moved  from  Williamsburg, 
Virginia  and  is  now  living  at  1009  Cottage  St.,  S.W.,  Vienna,  Virginia. 
He  continues  in  the  employment  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Defense. 

1121.  Samuel  William  Onthank  was  married  to  Kathy  - 

on  October  4,  1959,  in  Nevada.  His  new  address  is:  Riggens,  Idaho. 

1122.  Floyd  Charles  Onthank  has  moved  to  Buxton,  Oregon  and 
is  working  at  nearby  Hillsboro.  He  and  Darlene  have  become  par¬ 
ents  of  two  more  children,  Robert  and  Deborah  Lynn.  (See  #1206 
and  #1207,  below.) 

1123.  Charles  Alton  Onthank,  after  initial  training,  has  been  as¬ 
signed  to  the  51st  Infantry,  U.S.  Army,  presently  at  Butzbock, 
Germany,  and  has  been  promoted  to  Private,  First  Class.  He  is 
to  finish  his  tour  of  duty  in  the  autumn  of  1960. 

1124.  Darrell  Gene  McKenzie,  husband  of  Hattie  June  Onthank, 
is  now  working  at  the  Troy  Lumber  Company  at  Kamiah,  Idaho. 

1125.  Charles  Henry  Halsey  Onthank  and  his  family  drove  from 
California  to  Grinnell,  Iowa  to  attend  the  annual  Onthank  Family 
reunion  there  on  May  30,  1959,  his  first  visit  in  seventeen  years. 
On  his  return  to  California  he  moved  to  Auburn,  where  he  is 
employed  on  running  heavy  equipment  on  housing  projects.  Ad¬ 
dress:  General  Delivery,  Auburn,  California. 

1126.  Donald  Edward  Onthank  is  the  proud  owner  of  a  new 
home  at  Newton,  Iowa. 

1127.  Roy  Eugene  Munyon,  husband  of  Vivian  Faye  Onthank,  is 
now  engaged  in  the  shop  and  on  the  road  servicing,  repairing 
and  renting  out  heavy  construction  equipment,  in  Omaha,  Nebraska. 
Faye  is  working  for  the  Sabro  Food  Service  at  the  Western  Electric 

Company  there. 
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1130.  Edith  Darline  Onthank  and  Paul  A.  Hamor  became  parents 
of  their  fourth  child  and  third  son,  Michael  Wade  Hamor,  on  June 
28,  1959  at  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

1131.  Georgia  Rose  Onthank  Johnson  reported  that  Thomas  C. 
Cook,  an  1880  resident  of  her  Poweshiek  County,  Iowa,  had  mar¬ 
ried  a  Martha  Unthank;  she  wondered  if  Martha  were  a  relative. 
It  was  found  that  Martha  was  of  the  North  Carolina  branch  of  the 
Unthank  clan,  which  came  to  America  about  1740,  and  settled  in 
Pennsylvania,  moving  later  to  North  Carolina.  (See  Appendix  D 
of  “The  Onthank  Family”  book.) 

1143.  Jacob  Lamar  Oberlies,  Jr.,  husband  of  Annabel  Onthank, 
has  taken  a  new  position  as  assistant  manager  of  the  testing  and 
inspection  division  of  Smith-Emery  Company,  construction  engi¬ 
neers,  of  Los  Angeles,  California. 

1144.  John  Bonties  Onthank  was  promoted  to  the  grade  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  J.G.,  U.S.N.R.,  in  June  1959.  He  and  Judith  are  now  in 
Norfolk,  Virginia.  (See  also  #1215,  below.) 

1145.  Bruce  Ordway  Hutchinson,  husband  of  Dorothy  Onthank, 
was  graduated  from  Bucknell  University  in  June,  1959,  and  at  the 
same  time  was  commissioned  a  2d  Lieutenant,  U.S.  Army  Reserve. 
He  has  been  serving  at  Fort  Eustis,  Virginia.  On  September  26,  1959, 
at  Greenwich,  Connecticut,  Bruce  and  Dorothy  became  the  parents 
of  Nancy  Bonties  Hutchinson. 

1148.  Curtis  Heath  Onthank,  Jr.  was  captain  of  the  golf  team 
at  Haverford  School,  Pennsylvania,  in  1959,  where  he  is  now  a 
senior. 

1161.  So  far  as  is  known,  Wilna  Jane  Onthank  is  the  only  one 
of  the  Onthank  Family  who  is  active  in  the  country’s  missile 
program;  she  is  designing  parts  for  missiles  at  the  Douglas  Air¬ 
craft  Company,  in  Los  Angeles,  California. 

1206  and  1207.  Floyd  Charles  and  Darlene  Onthank  (#1122) 
have  had  two  additions  to  their  family  in  this  period.  Robert 
Onthank  (#1206)  was  born  at  Hillsboro,  Oregon  in  January  (?), 
1959,  and  Deborah  Lynn  Onthank  (#1207)  was  born  at  Hillsboro 
on  November  13,  1959,  thus  increasing  the  number  of  their  children 
to  five. 
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1215.  Robert  Pierce  Onthank,  first  child  of  John  Bonties  and 
Judith  Howse  Onthank,  was  born  on  October  23,  1959,  at  Norfolk, 
Virginia. 

1218.  John  Collieson  Onthank  has  the  distinction  of  having  re¬ 
versed  a  trend  in  the  Family  which  has  been  prevalent  since 
about  1810;  he  and  his  family  have  moved  back  to  Southboro, 
Massachusetts,  an  early  home  of  the  Onthank  Family  since  1754. 
Their  address  there:  58  Moulton  Road.  John  has  also  changed 
employment  and  is  a  salesman  for  his  uncle,  Paul  Sanderson 
Onthank  (#1157),  in  the  Monarch  Marking  System  Company.  (See 
also  #1303.) 

1301.  David  Charles  Onthank,  first  son  and  second  child  of 
Charles  Franklin,  III.,  and  Ann  Crosby  Onthank,  was  born  on 
August  30,  1958  at  Arlington,  Massachusetts. 

1303.  Robert  Arnold  Onthank,  second  child  and  son  of  John 
Collieson  and  Margaret  Scott  Onthank,  was  born  on  February  8, 
1959,  at  Arlington  Massachusetts. 


GREAT  BRITAIN 

Colonel  John  Salusbury  Unthank,  D.S.O.,  of  Int- 
wood  Hall,  Norwich,  England,  died  at  his  home  on  June  25,  1959.  He 
served  with  distinction  in  the  South  African  War,  1899  -  1902,  and 
as  Lieutenant  Colonel,  commanding  the  4th  Battalion  of  the  Seaforth 
Highlanders,  and  in  the  Durham  Light  Infantry  in  World  War  I. 
He  was  the  senior  representative  of  the  oldest  known  branch  of 
the  Unthank  Family  in  Great  Britain. 

His  daughter,  Miss  Margaret  Beatrice  Unthank,  is  the  present 
chatelaine  of  Intwood  Hall. 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Additional  letter  or  post  card  messages  of  an  “All’s 
Well”  nature  were  received  from  the  following  relatives: 

903-1.  Mrs.  Mabel  Thomas  Elkins 

971-1.  Arthur  Martin  Hillery 

971-3.  Mrs.  Mildred  Hillery  Chapin 

971-4.  Donald  Heath  Hillery 

978  -  1  and  4.  Misses  Alma  and  Clara  Greenwood 

980-2.  Miss  Marguerite  Crofut 

1005.  Clifford  A.  Onthank,  Jr. 

1024.  Mrs.  Florence  L.  Onthank  Van  Wyk 
1027.  Mrs.  Grace  Isabelle  Onthank  Mitchell 
1031.  George  Woods  Onthank 

1035.  Pierce  Onthank 

1036.  Mrs.  Camilla  Wells  Richards 
1039.  Mrs.  Lina  B.  Onthank  Nunan 

\ 

1042.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Onthank  Macleod 
1105.  Loren  E.  and  Martha  Onthank 
1108.  Miss  Mildred  M.  Onthank 

1128.  Mrs.  Elsie  Mae  Onthank  Van  Gorp  (who  has  also  been  a 
frequent  and  faithful  correspondent  for  the  “Iowa  On- 
thanks.”) 

1137.  Mrs.  Maxine  Rose  Onthank  Martinson 
1157.  Paul  Sanderson  Onthank 
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Foreword 


This  Supplement  Number  Two  to  the  book,  “The 
Onthank  Family,”  covers  the  important  and  interesting  happenings 
in  the  Family  for  the  year  1960.  Again,  the  news  included  tends  to 
be  of  a  personal  as  well  as  a  genealogical  nature.  Reference  is  made 
to  only  those  names  stated  in  the  basic  book  plus  any  new  Family 
members. 

So  far  as  reports  indicate,  the  Family  grew  a  little  this  year. 
There  were  two  births  and  two  deaths  in  the  immediate  Onthank 
Family,  but  there  were  also  three  marriages.  Among  the  so-called 
“ex-Onthanks”  there  were  four  births  and  two  deaths. 

It  is  gratifying  that  the  response  to  the  request  for  information 
for  this  Supplement  was  a  little  larger  than  last  year. 


ARTHUR  HEATH  ONTHANK 
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506  Prosperity  Avenue 
Fairfax,  Virginia 
February  1961 
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971.  Correction  is  noted  in  stated  name,  which 
should  be  CARRIE  LENA  ONTHANK. 

971-1.  Arthur  Martin  Hillery  reports  that  after  serving  for 
many  years  on  the  Massachusetts  Republican  State  Committee  and 
for  the  last  four  years  on  its  executive  committee,  he  has  decided 
not  to  stand  for  re-election.  In  his  community  of  Leominster  he  is 
the  former  chairman  of  the  Leominster  Planning  Board  and  vice 
president  of  the  Rotary  Club.  As  a  long-time  and  well  known  breeder 
of  Kerry  Blue  terriers,  he  is  also  governor  of  the  U.  S.  Kerry  Club 
and  president  of  the  Kerry  Blue  Terrier  Club  of  New  England. 

971-2.  Austin  L.  Stowell,  husband  of  Doris  Carolyn  Hillery 
Stowell,  was  given  the  Silver  Beaver  Award,  the  highest  honor  given 
by  a  local  Boy  Scout  Council,  “for  distinguished  service  to  Boyhood,” 
at  New  Britain,  Connecticut  in  February  1960. 

971-3.  Roy  and  Mildred  Hope  Hillery  Chapin  are  building  a 
modified  Colonial  ranch-style  home  at  29  Yarmouth  Street,  Long- 
meadow,  Massachusetts,  for  occupancy  this  Spring. 

978-4.  Clara  Capen  Greenwood,  daughter  of  Ada  Almira  On¬ 
thank  and  John  Greenwood,  Junior,  died  at  Beaufort,  South  Caro¬ 
lina  on  September  30,  1960. 

1002.  William  Henry  Onthank,  last  Onthank  holder  of  part  of 
the  original  farm  acquired  by  William  Onthank  at  Southboro,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  in  1754,  has  been  honored  by  an  awrard  of  the  local  Rotary 
Club  as  “Southboro  Man  of  the  Year”  for  1960.  The  citation  reads, 
“In  recognition  of  his  devotion  to  his  family,  community  and  chosen 
faith.  This  acknowledgment  is  made  in  the  sincere  belief  that 
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‘Service  Above  Self’  is  a  quality  worthy  of  attainment  by  all  citizens 
regardless  of  station.” 

1008.  Frederick  Elmer  Onthank  died  on  March  2,  1960  at  Albany, 
New  York,  where  he  had  made  his  home  since  November  1959  with 
his  daughter,  Norma  Eleanor  Onthank  Clark.  His  wife,  Emma  Hatzel 
Bleile  Onthank,  had  died  at  Rochester,  New  York,  on  November  16, 
1959. 

1018.  Karl  William  Onthank  and  his  wife,  Ruth,  were  recipients 
of  a  trip  to  Hawaii  from  the  University  of  Oregon  Alumni  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  and  March  of  1960.  On  their  return,  Karl  represented  the 
Oregon  Water  Resources  Board  at  the  annual  National  Watershed 
Congress  in  Washington,  D.C.  He  is  still  doing  part  time  work  for 
the  University  of  Oregon,  mostly  counseling  for  Mothers  and  Dads 
organizations,  alumni  and  others.  He  was  also  instrumental  in  put¬ 
ting  on  a  semicentennial  anniversary  reunion  of  his  University  fra¬ 
ternity  chapter. 

1020.  Mabel  Rose  Onthank  Lines  and  Willard  Lines  traveled 
far  afield  from  their  home  at  Winter  Haven,  Florida  last  summer, 
spending  those  months  in  the  Catskills  of  New  England  and  visiting 
the  Canadian  Maritime  Provinces,  especially  Nova  Scotia.  They  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  busy  in  Florida  during  the  rest  of  the  year  in  church 
work,  musical  events,  tourist  club,  Kiwanis,  Women’s  Club  and  other 
organizations. 

1024.  Florence  Lucille  Onthank  Van  Wyk  and  William  Van  Wyk 
celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  on  January  16,  1960. 
They  have  sold  their  farm  at  Lynnville,  Iowa  and  have  moved  into 
the  town  of  Sully,  Iowa. 

1029  -  B.  Correction  is  noted  in  stated  name,  which  should  be 
OLLIE  MAY  PHIPPS  ONTHANK. 

1033.  Arthur  Heath  Onthank  was  elected  a  vice  president  of 
the  Health  and  Welfare  Council  of  the  National  Capital  Area  in 
April  1960,  and  also  to  be  chairman  of  the  Fairfax-Falls  Church 
Regional  Council  of  the  same  organization.  He  continues  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Fairfax  County,  Virginia,  Civil  Service  Commission. 

1035.  Pierce  and  Nancy  Bonties  Fuller  Onthank  continue  to 
travel  widely  on  invitation  of  dog-show  officials  for  Nancy  to  act  as 
judge  for  the  dachshund  class,  as  well  as  to  show  her  own  entries. 
Florida,  Cleveland,  California  and  Bermuda  were  among  the  places 
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on  their  schedule  for  1960.  Nancy  has  also  affiliated  with  the  Burr 
Studios,  Inc.,  New  York  City,  interior  decorators. 

1058.  Frederick  Robert  Onthank  was  married  to  Mrs.  Frances 
E.  (Elliott)  Smith  on  September  3,  1960  at  Los  Angeles,  California. 
Frances  comes  from  several  generations  of  residents  of  Newark, 
Delaware.  During  World  War  II.,  she  took  leave  of  absence  from 
her  work  at  Los  Angeles  and  was  employed  by  the  Army  Air  Force 
at  Wright  Field,  Ohio,  handling  secret  and  confidential  data  for  its 
procurement  division.  She  joined  the  Eastern  Star  twenty-four  years 
ago  and  has  been  active  in  it  until  recently. 

1113- 1.  Mortimer  Allen  Heinrich,  Junior,  son  of  Mary  Elizabeth 
Onthank  and  Mortimer  Allen  Heinrich,  was  graduated  from  high 
school  at  Honolulu,  Hawaii  in  1960  and  has  enrolled  as  a  freshman 
at  the  University  of  Oregon,  Eugene.  He  is  presently  living  there 
with  his  grandparents,  Karl  and  Ruth  Onthank. 

1114- 1.  John  William  Benson  Mates,  son  of  Lois  Onthank  and 
J.  R.  Benson  Mates,  was  graduated  from  high  school  at  Berkeley, 
California  in  the  Spring  of  1960  and  has  enrolled  as  a  freshman  at 
the  University  of  California,  at  Berkeley. 

1122.  Floyd  Charles  Onthank  and  his  family  have  moved  from 
Hillsboro,  Oregon  to  Headquarters,  Idaho,  near  his  former  home 
and  family  at  Kamiah,  and  is  working  with  his  brother,  Charles,  at 
Potlatch  Forest,  Inc. 

1123.  Charles  Alton  Onthank  was  discharged  from  his  service 
in  the  U.  S.  Army  on  September  3,  1960  at  Fort  Sheridan,  Illinois. 
“Charlie”  had  served  in  Germany  with  the  51st  Armored  Infantry 
as  a  Gunner  1st  Class,  with  rank  of  Private  1st  Class  (T)  E-3,  and 
was  awarded  a  Good  Conduct  Medal  and  also  'Marksmans  Badges 
for  rifle  and  light  machine  gun.  He  is  now  working  for  the  same 
company  as  when  drafted,  Potlatch  Forest,  Inc.  at  Headquarters, 
Idaho. 

1124.  Hattie  June  Onthank  McKenzie  and  Darrell  McKenzie 
became  parents  of  their  second  child  and  first  daughter,  Shelly 
June,  on  February  21,  1960  at  Grangeville,  Idaho. 

1127.  Vivian  Faye  Onthank  Munyon  is  now  employed  in  practical 
nursing  at  the  Clarkson  Hospital,  Omaha,  Nebraska.  Her  son,  Sidney 
Sund,  has  returned  from  his  U.  S.  Army  tour  of  duty  in  Germany 
and  is  now  stationed  at  Fort  Leonard  Wood,  Missouri. 
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1129.  Elsie  Mae  Onthank  Van  Gorp  has  been  employed  for  nearly 
a  year  as  a  nurses  aide  in  the  St.  Francis  Hospital,  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

1134.  Viola  Grace  Onthank  Davis  and  Marvin  Davis  have  become 
parents  of  two  children,  not  previously  recorded  here: 

1134-1.  Gloria  Viola,  born  February  17,  1958,  at  Grinnell, 
Iowa. 

1134-2.  Donna  Marie,  born  February  13,  1960,  at  Grinnell. 
Their  address  has  changed  to  1012  Anson  Street,  Marshalltown, 
Iowa. 

1135.  David  Eugene  Kester,  Junior  was  born  prematurely  to 
Frances  Irene  Onthank  Kester  and  David  Eugene  Kester  on  De¬ 
cember  29,  1959,  and  died  the  following  day. 

1136.  Marion  Paul  Onthank  has  achieved  newspaper  headlines 
and  publicity  as  the  leader  of  a  group  of  hunters  around  Grinnell, 
Iowa  who  have  used  walkie-talkie  apparatus  for  tracing  game  dur¬ 
ing  fox  hunts. 

1137.  Maxine  Rose  Onthank  Martinson  has  changed  positions 
and  is  now  secretary  to  the  Treasurer  of  Grinnel  College,  Iowa. 

1140.  Janice  Mary  Onthank  was  married  to  Robert  Reed  Snyder 
on  April  15,  1960  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Robert  is  a  graduate  of  Drake 
University  and  Drake  Law  School,  a  member  of  Alpha  Tau  Omega 
fraternity,  and  is  now  employed  as  a  trust  officer  at  the  Central 
National  Bank  and  Trust  Company  at  Des  Moines. 

1141.  Doris  Marie  Onthank  was  graduated  from  Drake  Univer¬ 
sity  in  June  1960  and  is  now  teaching  in  the  Des  Moines,  Iowa  ele¬ 
mentary  schools. 

1143.  Annabel  Onthank  Oberlies  and  her  whole  family  proved 
themselves  to  be  devoted  supporters  of  Little  League  Baseball  in 
Pasadena,  California  last  Spring.  “Jake”  Oberlies  was  a  coach  of 
the  “Pipers”  team,  which  won  its  League  championship;  Annabel 
served  as  the  official  scorekeeper;  Roger  played  several  positions 
and  batted  a  good  first  year  .191;  Scott  was  the  team  bat  boy;  and 
Susan  undoubtedly  led  the  cheering. 

1144.  John  Bonties  Onthank,  Lieutenant,  J.G.,  U.S.N.R.,  fulfilled 
his  two-year  term  of  duty  with  the  U.  S.  Navy  and  was  transferred 
to  inactive  reserve  duty  in  August  1960.  He  has  since  taken  employ¬ 
ment  with  the  Canada  Dry  Company  in  a  training  position.  John. 
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Judith  and  young  Robert  Pierce  Onthank  are  living  at  Rose  Farm, 
Greenwich,  Connecticut.  (See  also  #1145.) 

1145.  Nancy  Bonties  Hutchinson,  daughter  of  Dorothy  Onthank 
and  Bruce  Ordway  Hutchinson,  and  her  first  cousin,  Robert  Pierce 
Onthank,  were  christened  at  Christ  Church,  Greenwich,  Connecticut 
on  December  29,  1959. 

1146.  Katherine  Onthank  has  completed  her  education  at  Ben- 
nett  Junior  College,  Milbrook,  New  York,  and  has  taken  a  position 
in  the  media  department  of  Young  and  Rubicam,  New  York  City, 
a  foremost  advertising  agency. 

1147.  Virginia  Wells  Onthank  was  graduated  from  Smith  Col¬ 
lege,  Massachusetts  on  June  5,  1960.  She  was  married  to  Peter 
Blakely  Hawes,  First  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps  Reserve,  on 
June  8,  1960  at  Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania.  Peter,  born  on  February 
3,  1936  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  attended  Pembroke  Country  Day 
School  there,  and  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  College,  New 
Hampshire  in  June  1958,  where  he  was  president  of  Sigma  Alpha 
Epsilon  fraternity.  He  is  currently  completing  the  last  year  of  his 
three-year  tour  of  duty  in  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps.  Their  address: 
1722  South  Pacific  Street,  Oceanside,  California. 

1148.  Curtis  Heath  Onthank,  Junior  was  graduated  from  Haver- 
ford  School,  Pennsylvania  on  June  15,  1960. 

1149.  Robert  Fessenden  Onthank  was  graduated  from  Boston 
University,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  with  degree  of  A.B.,  in  June 
1960.  Since  then  he  has  served  a  six  months  enlistment  in  the  U.  S. 
Army  at  Fort  Dix,  New  Jersey,  and  was  released  to  reserve  status 
in  December  1960. 

1150.  Barbara  Lee  Onthank  was  graduated  from  Beaver  Country 
Day  School,  Chestnut  Hill,  Massachusetts  in  June,  1960,  and  in 
September  entered  the  freshman  class  of  Colorado  Women’s  College, 
Denver,  Colorado. 

1203.  Helen  Frances  Onthank,  second  child  and  daughter  of 
Donald  William  and  Joan  DeMino  Onthank,  was  born  on  June  2, 
1960  at  Georgetown  Hospital,  Washington,  D.C. 

1204.  Michael  R.  Onthank,  first  child  of  Samuel  William  and 
Kathy  Stevens  Onthank,  was  born  on  September  12,  1960  at  Orange¬ 
ville,  Idaho. 
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1218.  Charles  Franklin  Onthank  III.  received  a  degree  of  Bache¬ 
lor  of  Business  Administration  in  Engineering  and  Management 
from  Northeastern  University,  Boston,  Massachusetts  on  June  19, 
1960. 


OTHER  INFORMATION 

In  addition  to  news  from  those  previously  mentioned, 
letter  or  post-card  messages  of  well  being  and  few  problems  were 
received  from  these  relatives: 

903-  1.  Mrs.  Mabel  Thomas  Elkins 


1005. 

Clifford  Avison  Onthank,  Jr. 

1007. 

Loren  Earl  Onthank 

1021-1. 

Joseph  W.  Lincoln 

1024. 

Florence  Onthank  Van  Wyk 

1025. 

Lillian  Onthank  Kimball 

1029. 

Edward  Wiley  Onthank 

1031. 

George  Woods  Onthank 

1041. 

Cleora  Everett  Onthank 

1057. 

Margaret  Onthank  Sherman 

1108. 

Mildred  Marie  Onthank 

1122. 

Charles  and  Darlene  Onthank 

1131. 

Rose  Onthank  Johnson 

1132. 

Molly  Onthank  Saunders 

1157. 

Paul  Sanderson  Onthank 

1161. 

Wilna  Jane  Onthank 

1213. 

John  Collieson  Onthank 

i 
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Foreword 


This  Supplement  Number  Three  to  the  book,  “The 
Onthank  Family,”  covers  the  important  and  interesting  events  in 
the  Family  for  1961  and  a  part  of  January  1962.  Reference  is  made 
only  to  those  names  stated  in  the  basic  book  as  well  as  to  any  new 
Family  members. 

Again  the  immediate  Onthank  Family  grew  a  little  this  year,  with 
two  births,  no  deaths,  and  three  marriages.  Among  the  Onthanks 
who  had  married  into  other  families  or  who  are  their  descendants, 
there  were  three  deaths  and  four  births. 

A  few  other  statistics.  How  large  is  the  Onthank  Family?  When 
asked  that  question  we  are  inclined  to  say  that  it  is  small  family. 
How  small?  According  to  the  records  (and  it  is  possible  that  they 
are  incomplete)  the  number  of  Onthanks  now  living  who  were  bom 
to  or  are  married  to  Onthanks  is  143.  By  generations,  the  living  On- 


thanks  are  as  follows: 

9th  generation: 

male, 

0;  female, 

5 

10th  generation: 

male, 

14;  female, 

23 

11th  generation: 

male, 

21;  female, 

47 

12th  generation: 

male, 

15;  female, 

14 

13th  generation: 

male, 

3;  female, 

1 

ARTHUR  HEATH  ONTHANK 

506  Prosperity  Avenue, 
Fairfax,  Virginia 
February  1962. 
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971-3.  Roy  and  Mildred  Hope  Hillery  Chapin  have 
left  Springfield,  Mass,  and  have  moved  to  a  new  home  at  29  Yar¬ 
mouth  Street,  Longmeadow  -  6,  Mass. 

977  -  2.  Rita  Louise  Nason  Kennett,  daughter  of  Lina  Louise 
Onthank  Nason,  met  with  a  severe  accident  in  October  1960,  a  bro¬ 
ken  hip,  and  is  now  in  a  nursing  home  at  45  Washington  Street, 
Peabody,  Mass. 

1002.  William  Henry  Onthank,  owner  of  part  of  the  farm  at 
Southboro,  Mass,  which  was  acquired  in  1754  by  William  Onthank, 
suffered  a  heart  attack  on  January  9,  1962.  He  is  making  a  good  re¬ 
covery. 

1005.  Clifford  Avison  Onthank,  Jr.  and  his  family  have  moved 
into  a  large  new  home  at  761  156th  Street,  Holland,  Michigan.  He 
reports  that  his  family  is  fine;  “a  few  broken  bones  this  year,  but 
that  comes  with  a  growing  family,”  of  four  children. 

1017.  Frank  Joseph  Onthank  and  his  wife,  Mary  Beatrice,  cele¬ 
brated  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  on  August  11,  1961. 

1025.  Lillian  Marie  Onthank  Kimball,  daughter  of  Charles  Hal¬ 
sey  and  Viola  Robinson  Onthank,  died  at  Grinnell,  Iowa  on  August 
3,  1961.  She  was  buried  at  Hazelwood  Cemetery,  Grinnell. 

1027.  Elmer  and  Grace  Isabelle  Onthank  Mitchell  have  sold  their 
farm  at  Malcom,  Iowa  and  are  moving  to  a  new  home  being  built  in 
Grinnell. 

1028.  Alma  Viola  Onthank  Youngberg  was  elected  president  of 
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C1fn”  at  its  annual  reunion  at  Grinnell,  Iowa  on 
May  30,  1961.  Attendance  at  these  meetings  of  Onthanks,  ex-On- 

sons  S  and  0t^6r  relatives  usually  reaches  seventy  or  eighty  per- 

.,  1?29;  Edward  Wiley  Onthank,  and  his  wife,  Ollie  May,  celebrated 
then  fortieth  wedding  anniversary  on  August  19,  1961,  with  an 
open  house  attended  by  about  two  hundred  well-wishers. 

1030.  Paul  Lovel  Onthank  was  hospitalized  last  summer  be¬ 
cause  of  a  tractor  accident  which  resulted  in  his  ankle  broken  in 
three  places  and  an  injured  back. 

1031.  George  Woods  Onthank  was  divorced  from  Elsie  Mahler 
Steinbeck  Onthank  on  July  31,  1961.  He  remarried  his  former  wife 

^aye  Smith  Onthank,  on  August  14,  1961.  Their  address: 
o911  Muskogee  Avenue,  Des  Moines -12,  Iowa. 

1033.  Arthur  Heath  Onthank  received  in  1961  an  Award  for  Dis- 
mguished  Service  in  promotion  of  community  progress  from  the 
Mount  Vernon -Lee  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Fairfax  County  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  an  Award  for  Meritorious  Service  in  planning  for'  a  bet¬ 
ter  community  from  the  Health  and  Welfare  Council  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Capital  Area. 

1039.  Lina  Barrett  Onthank  Nunan,  daughter  of  Alphonso  Dan¬ 
iel  and  Adelaide  Stevenson  Onthank,  died  on  June  20,  1961  at  West 

Kennebunk,  Maine.  She  was  buried  at  Arundel  Cemetery  Kenne- 
bunkport,  Maine. 

1058.  Frederick  Robert  and  Frances  Elliott  Smith  Onthank  have 
moved  to  a  new  mobile  home,  custom  built  to  their  requirements 
at  5050  North  Citrus  Avenue,  C-14,  Covina,  California. 

1100.  Francis  Hamel,  husband  of  Eleanor  Jeanne  Onthank  Ham¬ 
el,  is  expanding  his  gun  business  into  the  Bay  State  Arms,  Inc.,  to  be 
situated  in  a  new  building  on  the  Onthank  Farm  at  South’boro,’  Mass. 

1105.  Loren  Elmer  Onthank  has  built  a  new  home  at  27  Green- 

acre  Lane,  Rochester  - 11,  New  York,  to  which  his  family  moved  on 
February  27,  1961. 

1122.  Floyd  Charles  Onthank  and  his  family  now  live  at  Wash- 
ougal,  Washington. 
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1123.  Charles  Alton  and  Kollene  Kearney  Onthank  have  become 
parents  of  their  first  child  and  son,  Will  Elliot  Onthank,  named  for 
his  paternal  grandfather,  born  on  January  5,  1962  at  Cottonwood, 
Idaho.  (See  #1210.) 

1125.  Charles  Henry  Halsey  Onthank  and  his  family  drove  from 
Auburn,  California  in  December  1961  to  spend  a  month  visiting 
relatives  in  Iowa  and  Colorado.  A  family  gathering  of  over  fifty- 
five  persons  greeted  them  at  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

1127.  Roy  and  Vivian  Faye  Onthank  Munyon  bought  a  new  home 
in  October,  1961  at  6104  Pratt  Street,  Omaha  - 14,  Nebraska.  Faye  is 
joining  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  using  the  infor¬ 
mation  in  “The  Onthank  Family”  book.  Her  son,  Sidney,  was  re¬ 
called  to  France  by  the  U.S.  Army  in  September,  1961  because  of  the 
Berlin  crisis. 

•  1134.  A  third  child  and  first  son,  Jeffery  Marvin,  was  born  to 
Donald  Marvin  and  Viola  Grace  Onthank  Davis  on  August  17,  1961 
at  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

1136.  Marion  Paul  Onthank’s  Body  and  Fender  Company,  of 
Grinnell,  Iowa  entered  a  team  in  the  Grinnell  Softball  League,  which 
in  mid-summer  of  1961  was  leading  the  League  with  eight  games 
won,  none  lost. 

1140.  Janice  Mary  Onthank  Snyder  and  Robert  Reed  Snyder 
became  parents  of  a  boy,  Steven  Robert  Snyder,  on  February  4,  1961 
at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Their  address:  1926  55th  Street  in  that  city. 

1141.  The  engagement  of  Doris  Marie  Onthank  to  David  Judson 
Fisher  has  been  announced  by  her  parents,  George  Woods  and  Doro¬ 
thy  Smith  Onthank.  David  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Louis 
Fisher  of  Boone,  Iowa,  is  a  graduate  of  Grinnell  College,  and  is  pres¬ 
ently  a  senior  in  the  law  college  of  Iowa  State  University.  Doris  is 
now  teaching  in  the  Woodlawn  School,  Des  Moines. 

1144.  John  Bonties  and  Judith  Howse  Onthank  became  parents 
of  a  second  son,  Christopher  Howse  Onthank,  born  August  28,  1961 
at  Greenwich,  Connecticut.  (See  #1218.) 

1145.  John  Ordway  Hutchinson,  second  child  and  first  son,  was 
born  to  Dorothy  Onthank  and  Bruce  Ordway  Hutchinson  on  May  25, 
1961  at  Fort  Eustis,  Virginia.  Bruce  completed  his  U.S.  Army  active 
duty  in  June,  1961,  as  First  Lieutenant,  Transportation  Corps.  He 
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was  commanding  officer  of  the  Headquarters  and  Headquarters 
Company,  Special  Troops,  at  Fort  Eustis.  He  is  now  employed  by 
the  Morgan  Guaranty  Company  of  New  York  City.  Their  address: 
502  Valley  Road,  Cos  Cob,  Connecticut. 

1146.  Katherine  Onthank  was  married  to  Donald  Lowry  Hinton 
on  January  6,  1962  at  Christ  Church,  Greenwich,  Connecticut.  Don¬ 
ald  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Lowry  Hinton  of  Ho-Ho-Kus, 
New  Jersey.  He  was  graduated  in  1959  from  Amherst  College,  served 
two  years  in  the  U.S.  Army,  and  is  now  assistant  account  executive 
with  Batten,  Barton,  Durstine  and  Osborne,  advertising  agency,  in 
New  York  City. 

1147.  Virginia  Wells  Onthank  and  Peter  Blakely  Hawes  became 
parents  of  a  son,  Peter  Blakely  Hawes,  Junior,  on  September  5,  1961 
at  New  York  City.  They  are  now  living  at  90  State  Street,  Brooklyn 
- 1,  New  York,  until  May,  when  they  expect  to  move  to  Los  Angeles. 
Peter,  Senior,  completed  his  active  duty  with  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps 
in  June,  1961,  as  First  Lieutenant  and  executive  officer  of  an  ar¬ 
tillery  battalion  of  the  First  Marine  Division.  He  is  now  employed  by 
Alexander  &  Alexander,  insurance  brokers,  in  New  York  City. 

1156-1.  Barbara  Adelaide  Whiting,  daughter  of  Dorothy  Dun¬ 
bar  Onthank  and  Wayne  Osgood  Whiting,  is  teaching  at  Wellesley 
Junior  High  School,  Wellesley,  Mass.  Last  year  Barbara  was  chosen 
as  “Miss  Boston  University”  and  “Miss  Winnipesaukee”  (N.H.).  Her 
engagement  has  been  announced  to  Donald  Ten  Eyck,  of  Quincy, 
Mass. 

1156  -  2.  Richard  Dearborn  Whiting  has  entered  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity  as  a  pre-medical  student. 

1157.  Paul  Sanderson  Onthank  and  his  family  have  moved  to  a 
large  new  home  at  23  Sears  Road,  Wayland,  Mass.  Paul  is  active  in 
church  work  on  the  Finance  Commission  of  the  Board  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  and  also  as  Reserve  Delegate  to  the  Methodist  Church 
Annual  Conference.  Lillian  is  active  in  the  Youth  Fellowship  of  the 
Community  Methodist  Church  in  Cochituate,  Mass. 

1161.  Wilna  Jane  Onthank  has  taken  new  employment  with  the 
Jet  Propulsion  Laboratory  of  Los  Angeles,  which  is  supported  by  the 
California  Institute  of  Technology  on  governmental  spacecraft  work. 
Wilna  is  assistant  to  the  Patent  Attorney.  She  and  a  companion  have 
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bought  and  are  remodeling  a  home  at  4817  Glenwood  Avenue,  La 
Crescenta,  California. 

(NOTE:  The  numbers  assigned  to  persons  in  the  twelfth 
and  thirteenth  generations  are  temporary,  be¬ 
cause  those  group  are  still  increasing.) 

1200.  Gail  Ann  Onthank  was  married  to  Ernest  Francis  Schulze 
on  August  5,  1961  at  Rochester,  New  York.  Ernest,  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ernest  W.  Schulze,  of  Rochester,  was  graduated  in  1955  from 
the  Edison  Technical  and  Industrial  High  School  and  has  served  his 
five  year  apprenticeship  as  an  electrician.  In  August  1960  he  joined 
the  134th  Ordnance  Battalion,  New  York  National  Guard,  served 
his  six  months  training,  and  is  now  at  Fort  Dix,  New  Jersey  with  his 
unit  which  was  activated  in  October  1961  for  the  Berlin  crisis.  Their 
home  is  at  1077  Ridge  Road  West,  Rochester  - 15,  New  York. 

1210.  Will  Elliott  Onthank,  first  child  of  Charles  Alton  and  Kol- 
lene  Kearney  Onthank,  was  born  on  January  5,  1962  at  Cottonwood, 
Idaho. 

1218.  Christopher  Howse  Onthank,  second  son  of  John  Bonties 
and  Judith  Howse  Onthank,  was  born  on  August  28,  1961  at  Green¬ 
wich,  Connecticut.  He  was  named  for  the  first  Onthank  to  settle  in 
America  in  1634  -  35. 

HISTORICAL  NOTE 

Miss  Margaret  Beatrice  Unthank,  of  Intwood  Hall, 
Norwich,  England,  has  given  the  following  interesting  opinion  on 
the  derivation  of  the  name  Unthank.  “It  originated  in  Northumber¬ 
land  where  there  are  several  hamlets  and  farms  called  Unthank.  It 
is  thought  to  be  derived  from  the  Anglo  Saxon  ‘THENUNG’,  meaning 
‘duty’  or  ‘service.’  Hence,  Unthank  signifies  land  held  without  ser¬ 
vice  being  rendered.” 

Holders  of  the  book,  “The  Onthank  Family,”  will  be  interested  in 
comparing  the  above  idea  with  the  discussion  of  the  derivation  of 
the  word  and  name  given  there.  The  two  opinions  do  not  appear  to 
be  incompatible. 
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